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to excite pious and devout Affect ions in our Minds, 
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and Happineſs of the human Nature z = This, which 
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far as we do this, we miſtake hie Nature, and dit. 


| honour Him. The Conſequence: of ahich will be, 


chat in Proportion as our Notions of him are falſe / 
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85 Lol heccbecauſe he cis, weak in Power, but becauſe 
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Sarinſically Evil ; for , what are bir Commands 5 1 
but Declarations pT gang (hf it ten, 
he cannot will what is Exil, he cannot pofibly - 
command it. Indeed, ſeeing ir is Sig a6ne, Wich 
makes us Enemies to: God, we may as well ima- 
gine that he. ſhauld enioin us. 40. live at Enmity 
| with, him, as to do what, of Neceflity, will make 
RIES us ſo Hence it muſt follow, , 1 
Thirdiy, That God ee eee Pepe { 
with any Evil, or infuſe ane evil, Principle to 
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Evil ean never. proceed. from, | Him, who 
_ abſolute and entire Freedom from it.. 
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chat the bitter Frbits of Sin? uod due fromthe 
Purity the Divine Nature; and equally. that the 
Son ſh'd cover the World wich Barkaeſs , than that 
ſpiritual Darknefs ſhould be der from Him, whe 
is perfect Light. in whotn'is no Darkaeſa at all. U 
© «Say not thou, then; it is thro the Lord that i fell 
ay i for thou oughteſt not to do any Thing he ha- 
eth.“ Say not thou, he: cauſrd me so. err, forthe 
hath no need of the finful Man“ But; Re bar 
A pobithly, Henee alſo, az God is Holy, it is ger 
ain chat he cannot ĩneline, excite, eururage, gr 
— efeually at ar, any Man * Sin ; for 
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ir; God bien ſehf a Men , (3.4) prouer and avercifſes them. 

- Accordingly, St. James directe us'to'*caunt 3 
fall into diverſe Temptations; that'when we un tried, we may receive; 
the Crown of Lite ; which the Lord bath promiſed to them the? love 


Wi . N The more Love to God ve thb go the more we e 


our good Principles and Habirs, wy Not, eee 
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bot > rope] we may Nt Wie "at alf ; for we know , that we muſt, 

odr own Good . Rut, the Word bands here for dingerous ' 

Tile; Provogntions, and Fnticements to Sin; The which God is i6 

f ſom inticing u: to; that , by di Holy Spirit, de influences vs to. 

W withſtand them. But, r 

A. nothing comes to paſs, but by big Knowledge and Suffernnice, 
every thing is ſubieR to his DireAion and Suverintendenicy the © 
fpeaks,, 'as if every thing was done hy Him; chen „ 

fawy time, the Meaning . (as appears by other Paſſages of it, ) iv! 1 

ts 5 ncEnowledge, that nothing is done without Him, —_ pgs we 
Manner © of fpeakin i 
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God may, , very jullly, permit us ta be led i into the wk 
0 if we do not pray to him for Aid' againſt j it 2, bec puſe, a © 
part of the Danger proceeds from that Weakneſs, whic we have 
fully ,' or careleſly brought up ourſelves j ahd Prayer is one of the 
[| Means, appointed by God „ ſor our Preferyation and Relief: which, 
WW Means, if we uſe them as we.ought, Ne will not ſuſfer us to be teme 
4 | fel/above that we are able ; but will; with, the Temptation, alſo make 
Wenn that we may be able to bear it.. But, 45 Na 
Is, thro Pride or Negligence, we will net aſk for his Help ge, 
8 ns nat expeR it. And tho we do, for Form's Sake, aſk it, if we have 
Bi - inde Faith in it, or Dependence om it „ St. James. hath foretold the E- 
| 2 vent: Let not that Man think that be ball, obtain any thing of * 
g | Tord, Yet, on the other Hand, D 2% eee eee, / 
1 we carry our Degpnelenry fo ops anne rene dr to run joto, 

1 a  - thoſe Dangers, out of which we. 8, of him to keep us j or at leaſt, 
4 il do Little or Nothing to keep our yes | out of them, inſtead of 40 
8 ing every thing that we can z or if iu 'Dapgers,, in which He way, 
| think fit to place vs, we will not vic our-beſt, Endeavours to ſtapd,, as. 
ven as pray. that we. may not fall; ſuch Prayers can never be likely to 

aii to our Proted ion. see Luke uh 9 18. „Wberess, 


; Fervent Devotion, bearty Reſolution and prudent Care — 
| nnd continued, will do any, thing. But, 
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deavour to regain the true Peace df Mind, by re = 
köntilmg burſelves to God, and-by '@ peedy and 


Moltte Return to our Duty. Bat ferther. 
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that: abſolutely-pure,{and, perfect, Being, i whos 
Sight. the Inhabitaprs of, Heaven ars,nor glean,, be, 
cauſe, they, are lot immutabiy ſo, by . che geren; 
deut Perfrction of their Natute? hot, oi woursb 
b. The Rectitwphe of the Deity i338 invariable 88 
dis Effenee, either hy any Artifice, from w about, % 
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excuſable Folly, of the Heathens, Cat leaſt many of 
durch, ) dat they Mbndured; 1 f Sort of Deities, 

4H6(6 Beings; Whether reül dr imaginuty; who wee 
of immoral Character; ſo that the moſt infamous 
Vices among Men had their: Patrone among their 
| bd; ''Fhie 'Conſequentt was that as their Re- 
-ligidr eorrupred their M ner; (ce thoſe mins. 
4Halities from Which lit forever to be 
Inſeperable, were held innocent; indecd, hondurable, 
W' being attributed to the Objects of their Ado. 
ratidn;) ſo their Worſhip irfelf became a conremp-. 
Sble and impure thing. Far che Spirit of the 
Worthippers will be always ſoirable to the Senti- 
ments they have oſ the I Ridg worſhiped: If they 


hore, ee en Nt fr Thi vr 1 


de idw, eorrupted d viciousy ſo. will ee e 1 


de , even in their Devotion. 1 
50h Much, cher * we ped Cn 
for the jeſt 


ny; 

ally atten * por 50 — 4 — 

you, eblary ew bf Feht, In che great att 
it 7. Weltfo tk ieulcati 


@ a Truth moſt neceſſary — ts „ tft le 
* Serm. XXII. | Na «Holy 


L 


univerſal Rectitude , us Governout of te WO. 


tinguiſhing, them by his Favour,--and, «ppointing 


Holy ;” (u as hag beetalready'obfernes,) werf 
to all kinds of Moral-Evil , and a conſtant impaxti· 


e e eee 
It in any of | 1 ö 51 * ON 04 e eee 


n must be acknoyledged.. howerer ».that ſome 
britta thang wrong Wars of hien in nis 
Point. ent i W 91 5 H litt io 
Some beefeh Oplaton incoafiftent" with Hh 


* 


Opinions which repreſent him as ruling overaMigit- 
kind in an Arbitrary- Way, partial to ſorme d- 


them to Happineſs without ahy Conſideration of 
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be World is much blind bas i 8 
the gfear Evil of Siu, 6f 1 Beauty add Excel- 
Oz 4 BI ine e. 2909 {  kenep 
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HOY Enqity with Bighteou „i Eomity with del. v6 
— deridet Re 8 
His „% g . Codd pe the Gn ant. | 


Jo of ihe Nadden 5 be Hiviiis ieitdite am Albeck bs to in Abe 
Wrreltoe uf alf vieidus cba Rene % will Rad 65:16 dn bigh —_ 
of all good Men. 81 en 
A n. Er Eau to Mankind, even the ork of them, 
iſpofition to do them kind Offices, ſuch as their Condition requi- 
or fendtts kbem capable ö, id 5 godlike I Lmper ; ſo is a pack! 
b Rn Efteern hee Men, acebrding ta their Goodneſs, 
ag ap lern Avers to obſtioare, ingorrigibje Lajquity , where! 
it appears, — As 8 Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs,” 
. r with the Wicked every Day i- "his bred Workhip; 
AN = fi; «Gia their Eyes Mok oo Aer ae] 
yy honour them that fear the Lord.” ; 


% 
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My on „„ 


5 . > But p-Thar!tkey;thoutd abe\le. 
infatuated as to change the Nature of things, and 


That God bi Holy, 


ue Evil Good, and God evil,“ is truly pitiable < 
Tbat Sin, (which is the vileſt-ahing in che World,) 
mould be eſteemed, and cheriſned. nod reckoned 


amongſt the Excellencjes and Accompliſhments. of 


human Nature; - and that Halineſa, (Which is & 


Divine Nature, and, (of Conſequente,) ought to 


be the chief Aim and Glory of Man, Would. be 


2 991 1 G 99 


Matter of Scorn and Copternpy, is truly ſhocking 


8 pious Man, and mu bs ſo provokitig to 
„that he cannot but ſurely execute on fuch 
the Severity of his Wrarh und lack guatlon. 


Do we think that the boy and juſt God will 
paſs-by. theſe Affronts and Indignities of his 


pure Nature ? indeed, in this we eee 
only, but God, whoſe Image it is. 


It is impſſible to contemn THAT which Gt ace 
counts his Glory, withour reyiling the Divine Na. 


| pure, and doing Deſpight even to God himſelf, 1 
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Love of Goodneſs, Righteodpeſs & Truth, is 1 
of God: for God is Goodneſs & Truth, & he who, 
loves thele Virtues, which are. a Noe Perfecs, 
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grest a Perfection, ) ſhould bes Name, of, Hatred 
| and 'Diſgrace : - That that, which is the Glorpcuf 
Heaven, and che moſt; radiant Perfection of the 


erer 


F 
H wan purfeftly,;, becauſe he loves thoſe Excel- 

lencies, for the Sake of n ſt we 

hav 6 him abgzey)l, thingy, FUL IR 

{ i) Malice „ khepcfore Agi! #1 olive ge 1 , Wi 

adorns: 0. Goodoefs 130 $5 rrue an e 

reach 4 SHE levelled gaiolt rhe Mott 


Red Put Go 
7 3% DIMICT: . 4.452 1 1. 


As the Helipeß of God is enerted in Acts of 
Ele Goodneſi, we muy . ee RUE 
eonſifteth, "(971 1% zee malt 


di "Nas a "ve fa; we eee holy, only by 
N that we. mg y be fo, by witkiog and de fring 
it; (a) - by Ati of good Wings jor 2 
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x b in formed, * mit at ion 1 
Age do A We Remains of Sin 220 it's Alf grievous Hürde. 
vet moral — — 
. een Tripgph,z ang which wy, 
wit ight , The natural Fruit of ob 
5 ion , ages N e Practice i Ur 
an be ſuppoſed, (frequently, and of Choice,) to do what he 
hates . Nothing, therefore, can be more vain, than a Pre- | 
ner Holſoefs in Heir, and un Abherrenct of Si, which kö not 
— fa * 
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ſincere Endeavours after Holineſs; if gur 
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That God is Holy. 
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10 ee 
is 1 e Age th * chat"which is Bebe, 5 


8 We, 4 4 Sage daf. Cai pt roll ſud? that Te. 


WT Y 


ent 
are holy only e dene EE f 
The Stony-Ground received't FN ch 3, 


yet brought · ſorth no Fruit to Perſection. 
4:4, therefore, gur Deſites che not ſeconded with 


Mords are pot zttended wich good . Works; if we 


in us. For, 


It is not whoſo WILLETH, but *whoſo born the 


Commandment, ſhall be bleſſed,” And therefore, 
| PossTIVELY, we fay _ that. then, and then only, are 
we holy, when Sin is ſo far mortified in us, that we 


*dg not obey it in the Luſtings thereof,” - when we 
are ſo happily. averſe to all Sin and Wickedneſ 0 
5 5 we can take no Pleaſure, in it, and are. Seel 


W 


Wotoughly 28 oft as any Root of Bitterneſa“ 6 


| Aſerh na, us- * we * Sin 1 85 perfect | 
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FOE eanngt loc pon · it ia Ourſelves wicht 


out Abborrences 5, in Anorher without. Trpubleg: 


when we dare not indulge it, or connive at it ia, the 


neareſt Relajion, the greateſt Friend, pr moſt qo 
fable, C .ompanion z but are Enemies to it yithout 
Reſpect. of , Perſong ; 1 when we deny i it in Gale ves, | 
ajrogether, by the coaſtant Exercife,pf ev; every. i= 
tur oppoſite to it, and. do all we can 30 check, ang 
withhold others from Its, In n Word, , 


eit“ 
That Man only iachaly; in whom all Rexts of Rey 


ligion occur. and meet, {xiz] Knowledge and Pracy 


tice, Faith & Good - Works z right Opinions & real 
Virtues; an orthodor Profeſſwn int uh hdly Life 

Purity of Heart and\ uſpotted Manriers : 3 
neſs and Honeſty che Bridling if our; Tongue 
and the goveruing of or Paſſions i and, (abavs 
eil chings,) Charity, which is the very Bond of Fer- 
1. d nat 9213261 Nac 01 eu ub, Kg 


1 Nied essen "and Hotinzs {our Copforinity 


to the, Law « of God 4, which, if it be real and. fins 11 
OM oil be. uniform. og re  cqually mY 


ſeecting and. obſerving an 1 God's 51 Jedes, 
every known Duty. ; For, we mi holy i 18 * 
Manner. of Converſation, 2 and Piet ie PREY | 
2 both of ben 70 6 init, phrfec= 
ting Holineſs. in 2 ** 55 ” face any. oper 
whit 7 0-100 AS reigning 


„ lust Ges 58K. 

| eise Sint aur groſs Defect in the Virtues ol 

880 Life, may ſpoil our Rightcouſacls, 8e exelude 
vs the Kingdom of Heaven. 


©" Happy, thrice happy is the Mab', whoſe Hare 
| and, whoſe Affections are thus truly alienated ; 


all. Love Si ; who doth not yield the Me 

Bod 7.5 ” nor the Faculties of his Soul, «ths 
Fler of 818 0 unto Unrighteoufnefs but rache? 
[Inſtruments of Ri ghteovuſneſs'to'God unte Hol 
nefs ; for, He having his Fruit unn 


2 in the End, have. eating Life.” 5 667 


"ES by $5.0 my [WAL * 8 


7... The, protiical, Toferencesmhich. ve may make 
from what hath been. already ſaid, are briefly, .. 


” Firſt, From the Holineſs'of God, and the Na+ 


eue 'of, Purity, we may learn the abſolute Ne- 
eeſſny of real Goodneſs, ':For; what can More ta- 


tionally induce us to any Practice, than that there- 


' & 


| 1 we. ſhall obtain the Approbation, of- the Su- 


preme Bring? - What can. be a more Powerful 
Diſſusfive from any thing, than. that it renders us 
oxious to the divine Diſſ leafure * e 


; 5 AW thy Motives taken from other haben 


's rel lating to the Deity, his ſovereign Dowmi- 
ok <5 "his almighty Power, bis Omai — 


1 his petfect Knowledge of our Ways , & Eben bu 
: EN derive their Force end r it 
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an he: acknowiedged,. that Hein 
the een Ruler of the, Voiyetſg. Wat wo dpd all | 
Ereatures:-arg, abſalucely: ſophie, tg his, Diſpoſal, 
d att he-iv;.coptingys}ly; inſpecting pur ſeeret 
Purpoſes, as well as our .outward! ARions;/. what 
eun ub this avail to the: orming:of; qun Diſpoſitiqns, 
und -dire&ing our Prifice, 'unleſy; we know "mw. 
will pleaſe, and what diſpleaſe. hith 7 But, 
If ,we. are thoroughly ednvincet thi tothe righ2 
tedus Lord foveth Rig hteoufnefs, and that * 
bined; f is an Abominatibn to Hi 
fation we bear to hit: an ect) On 


feftions,. oin in 


i, om 50 Ae. 


Rematidit} . ＋ 00 
Tethpers abd feet to the efithtiar” Redtirude of 
his Nature; and att bf "Beth, "ilkeb-togethicr; * 
vs under an indifpedfibte: Obſighticn hereto 1 e 
an ateentive Mind cannot fail of obſeiving« ; 


Mind of Wien 4 barrel Deb 
of approving} itſelf. to it Superiars. A Senſe, « 
Shame agcompanies the Cooſciouſach .of, having 
Gone amiſs before them, & Satisfaction ariſes from 
merited their Eſteem. This Deſire is fo 
rong it the Minds of of Men, even" Where" The'Y 
tubes -Affections arc weak, that, to jt PER? 
ovivg the- deeper ee 
2 on che 
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46 5 | That God u hi. * 
| Foundat wa of hut Senſe Which WN 
un, er Moril:Good and Evil. Scarcely id any oe 
arrived to füch an” Height of Effrontery as not to 
| affect Secreſy in his Crimes, even wien the Fes of 
Puniſhment ie laid ade. 
„ Bur Gilld che more deuebable eny Preſence ia, n 
Account of is reputed Moral: Worth, the more will 
| Men be aſhimed of baſe A n-, & reſtrained from 
dcommitting them. Nom, 
Ihe Divine Preſence ought. to de : ond | will be, 
| by thoſe who firmly believe, & ſeriouſly conlider it 158 
* _ regarded above all others ) becauſe of the cle 
Purity,and LInixerſality of it:. (o 0% e 
4, ee e eee 


* 


1845 


Wee the Workers, of Ini iquity way hide en 1 


tude, and ſee the Secrets of all Hearts, and there i is 

O Kind of Moral-Turpitude which is not odious to 

Him. He is partial to ns Cortoption: nor can dhe 

teaſt Offence, againſt perfe& Rectitude; meet wick 

| is Arenen The molt ingenious & mad med 

IR TI CELLS 2 an 

FN 1 e a Sas MOVES 
wy The Omalſcenee of the Den , "His TT be ar 

3 . trying the Reins of the Children of 6 / Ha OY oin 5 ; 

J but , in ConjanRion with thit glotious | Avi wen 


| Nature, his perfect Purity, his unchiangeadle Love of Righte6.;meſsy 
no” & Averſion to mas "a renders 1 1 85 
makes it our 


ti deſt Veneration 
0 > © wid "+, 1 


+ ww ae. 4 i++ > cos a&> an 
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e, As 228 25 3 
Shame, remembring their ful ge ang. 
Kailyres Ahich apps kyow bur God and _ 


A there in God; then; an abſolute Freedom From, 

Sit from all —4 nad al Likin# toit! Then y 

dun we tot be ne hm wand e ©: eng "Hh 

vat Meare of 001 1hn5ns 7 2B ena ne Bun 
Volt v0 346 2 1101 bi 

i Sin chat which God hates, 8d . they | 

can we not indulge ourſelves in. DF Siu, but we 


at; heroby.,rendex ourſelyes. the, ebe of his 
iſpheaſurc, & even be abborr'd/by ao baly God. (a) 


Dok God's Holineſs and Juftice obfige Kick th 
the poniſnment of EviſsDoers'? Then mult we be 
33 tndeh concerned tc dbftain frm a Ibiquny- 
ie concerns us to avoitt his fevere Diſpleaſure ꝰ 
who 1 Loge the  Widked,) cvaſuming Fire,” 


4.26 Yi Wige of a ae Favs, oem 


21 Bot kursher the Holineſs of God, as it deters us 
ſrom Sin, edo vites ws io be good. a 
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ruption in Morals, ſpreading 
| has Beet Known to do in ſome Places,againſt'the 


75 15 That God 10 Holy. 
LOT is the We in che Text betete eh 
Holy, for Tim Holy. v 203 VONGARN uant 
bis is the Application which the'facted Writers 
always direct us to make of it, and the principal 
Vier wich mhich they ĩnſiſt. an chat important Doc- 
_ tripe; They do not teach us thet God, is Hon 
merely as. d Point; of: Speculation, nor only to Aty 
tract our Eſteem & Veneration to him but chief: 
ly that we ſhould follow his Exat ple, and he Holy 
In all Manner f Converſiti „ as he who 7 2 
calle vs, is Holy.” 22 1211609 52 8 80 N fe: * 
„It muſt be acknowledged! Ahh the Method 
(ale is very rational, and Nele er es 


very apt to work on the human Mind. For, 
d There ſeems to be naturally in Mank ind a Pro- 
© pencls. to Imitation,, which is ſo firong 2 Principle 


++ Perhaps. , there is. po, 0ne.greater, Cauſe of Core 
univerſally as it 


Dictates of Reaſon; and Conſcince, and e the 
cleareſt religious InftruQions P 0s that it 
recommended by ſome great amples, w 2 
e Senſe of it's Turpitude gradu illy wears off, till, 
20 106, it is commended for the Perſon's Sake. Ca) 


I Now's; Af this ha 1 imirgte kar 


"wi ad U. 1 4 407 , that, 
() Example dram her * 
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of. Action, that ĩt is exceeding, difficult to reſiſt jr... 


mern 
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em 


aries 12h. 49 
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po N 0 muſt dece! 15 25 


love, Wt os to le ky 5 them a os Þ battery of 
al-Rekude, the proper Efeck of v which i is to 


e | them an ardent Deſire, of ef bling i I 
pn Condition will a ba a avian 


This is; the-teve Dignity of the rational Nature, 
which every one WhO pattales of iti will find- 0 
inward: ſulf-applaviing Sutisfachidon is aſpiring to. 
helf wereflaQ. nur own Conſtieutian, (and ſure- 
it bighly; becomes ſuch Creatures as. * to 
4 ſo, ) there appears, a gtrat: Diverſiey in it. 
Patt of our Nature has an Af n wich Bl in⸗ 
{rior Kinds of living Creatures 1 we have external 
Senſes like their: and Appetices. which determine, 
e things neceſſary for, the, Feen 140 
animal Life wih them. But,... 425, 

« There. is n Appearance at 2 which leads te 
imaging that the lower, Kiods of Animals have any; 
Senſe, or, Capacity, of Meorak-Qbligatians, Ti Re-. 
beo ond Virtue that makes ihe Diſtinction; Her 
then, is the. Pre-eminence of Manabove the Beaſts, 
. Body. by gur Seyſes and Appetites we are; 
e r them,; Bug, by: 


dp | asc 
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pecan 


4 . b *& L 
: A 1 * 2 
* 7 8 3 , 


By cou 


- by the devout and generous. Aﬀe&ions, ko 
ng Ahe Digoity and Excel Jency 4 2 wk te ia theſe 
things, we are related to a e rn 


Aa nad even to the Supreme. if .this "be to, there needs | 
Title Reaſoning to ſhew what it 1s wortheſt of a Man; 

whether to be like the Beaſts, and tive, as if We hall 

nothing in our Nature more noble” than they; or 

eo partake of a Divine-Nature, und improve thoſe 

Powers and Affectons where with our Minds are i. 

dued, lo as to reſemble ae Perſe@ions of God. - 

let any Man who has n juſt Value for his Kind 

nnd a Senſe of the true Diguityef Human Nature, 
Judge, then, whethet rh doe nok lay him under 

an Obligation to follow Holde N Virtue; which; 

(above all things,) enoblesRumietiiry; raiſing it to 

de Similitude even ol dhe highelt Ferfcction. N 

No Creatöfe has, or potfibly can Hase the Neat 

Likeneſs to God in ſome of his Narbtat-Atrtibutes's 

Bur, as hie Moral-Charadter appears to our Minds 

infleitely amiable whenever we confiller it, the Cã- 
pacity of imitating it, is the diſtingoiſning Excel- 
Enes of intelligenr Naroce! 'The Zoll Likeneſs 
to it in virtbous Difpoſitions and"Priffices, is their 

higheft Glory and Felicity, and evety Step "of their 

; * in it, is acecnipanicd 1 witli high Sein 
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Tbos it is evident, that ag wrong Notions of the 


Deiep, (which. have ſometimes prevailed among 
Mankind, particulany gelating to his Moral Perſep- 
cions,) Have , above all cbiogs, tended to corrupt | 
Men's Marals, and produced very fatal Effect 
in the Workl; - ſo, on the contrary, a juſt Repre- 
ſentation of him, as 2 Being perfeRly pure & tigh- 
tebus, has the greateſt Force, as an Example, to 
MOEN univerſal Rightrouſneſs and Goodnefs. 


Tho, tis certain chat the higheſt Moral. Rec 
tityde of any Creatures comes far ſhort of the Bi- 
Vine, effential & original Purity : For, the Lord 
God Almighty, and the King of Saints only is 
Holy.” But, notwithſtanding all the Abatements 
which muſt be made, not only on Account of out 
natural Imperfection as finite Beings, but moral 
I-npexfeRion alſo, having Infirmitics and Failures, 
there js Je! s real, tho faint Reſemblance of the 
Piyine Holineſs, in the Virtues of Good-Men. (a) 

<p us, therefore, labour after a Conformity to 

God 


(A) Thoitis not to be expefied that we ſhould attain to the 
ParfaRtion of Innocence in this World, yet it js the Diſpoſition of 
thoſe who 4 follow God as dear Children, ” and keep bis Purity als 

$in View as their Pattern, to contend for it with ardent Defire 
| *. conſtant Endeavour, preſſing on, unwearied, i in the Paths of Vir. 
e e 450 een oppobng "very kind of eu they may be temps 
2 i 19, derm. XXXI. | 
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thar God, in_this imperfe& State enpecti ſrom us. 


Angels for our Obedience but it propoſeth only 


— 2 — — „ 


21 babes. worm for ey we bloom ans „„ 


5 92 That G64 is" Holy, 
| Goo this Attribute ; for tho v cannot read to 


that Ferſection of Holinefs which'is' in the Divide 
Nature, yet, we may have thart' Hofiveſs in Truth, 
In'whietf his Image doth conſiſt; which. is the G_ 


The: Scfripture ſets us the Pattern of the y 


the Holineſs of the Father, and the. Son, to. be 


Object of our Imitation, as being | both the beſt of 


Patterns, and the higheſt Motives 10 an holy Life. 


For, what can be. more excellent, or noble, hap 
to live by the Example of the Deity 6 
What can ſo much advance dere, Se as. hs 


perfect, as our Heavenly Father is perfect ??? 


This Exhortatidn might be enforced from di 


vers "Confideritions, Which, (wo, Time permit 
ez) might here be very firly enlarged on. But, 


(Knowing that we hereby do Honour to Ours 
felves, That we hereby become the Soiis of the 
Moſt-High, - and honour God alſo; - That it will 


entitle us Aae to the rt and future eu 


| . can ee the Lo Months” as wat! 


” Theſe a (oh but ach men- 
| Loned,) ſhould be WW to induce us hereto... 
* | | But 
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bor lunherr ls Gab holy ' Tes, holy and re- 


verendi / is his/Name:"': then; muſt we approaeh him 


with profound Reverence q aud awful Reſpect; and 


aþ6n-n0-'wioked nor unwartantzble Purpoſe ,- but 


make Purity che Aim of all our Purſuite, 1 = 
Sachen Requihs n 
„ Nis 'Holinefs, (which is fo high,) will 3 


n 6f our on Infirmity and Polly; and will toh- 


geihuentiy, make us humble vhder the higheſt At- 


talnmetts; will eonvince us of the invaluable Prite 


bf Virtue; and will cauſe ;; het we make it the 
Object of all our Aims and Deſires, For, 

What is Mas, in His belt: Eſtate, when com- 
pared to the Meſt - Holy, whe intabiceth Eternity 
or, with Virtoe, what can Wann unto ie? 


eau, the Holiffs of God et eee borh a Cong 
fort to the Good, and a Terror to the Wicked. 2 


The Good, by their Righteouſneſs & Holineſs, by 
their Mercy & Goodneſs, demonſtrate, that they are 


the Children of God ; & if Children, then Heirs, 


Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs with Chriſt .” But, 


„The Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall die .” God hath 
no Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, neither ſhall any Evil 


well with him .'” — God is far from an indifferent 
Temper towards Sim and Wickedneſs ; for, *He 
1 the Workers of iniquity,” and «will ur- 
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eri deſtroy all them that do, eri“ $3167 047 
Upon the Whole}; This may bees es bebe 
Purity of the and of che Eſteem 
& Veneration due to him on that Account. This 
may convince us of the intrinficat Good; aud Evil 
in things. » This may rectiſy our Judgment & EC- 
teem of Perſons and Things, and may recommend 
Holineſs to our Imitation & Practice, as the high - 
eſt Excellency & Perfection; and as an eſſential 
& principal Ingredient of Happineſs : - It may like- 
. wiſe thunder Terror agaisſt, all unholy and wicked 
Perſons, - comforting the Good, - & admoviſhing 
us never to approach God, but with the moſt pro- 
found Reverence, nor upon any unwarrantable. 
wicked Deſigns, always making Holineſs the chick 


of our Requeſts : That, as he ho hath called ps 
hs Holy © we alſo may be Holy, in all Manner of 
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ticular, affprds, moſt juſt Ground of Adoration and 


Honour ; yet, that which compleats the Idea of God 


46 n, Cd feptcſend him wider the Notion of the 
ams! as Well as the Lon df the Diiverſe, and 
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leis the Objekt of our Hope and Love, than of our 
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|; all Mankind,) it appears rather more ful aa 


venerable than te. Die Düfri Love ; - Holi- 
\neſs.and Purity are incxpreſſibly beautiful an beautiful and ami- 
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It! is Goodneſs, therefore, that cc 88 1 
of God, and repreſents tim"to'us uitdetthat lovely 
| CharaRter of being the zer, As. well as the nz 


zar in the Univerſe ; preſenting him to us in the 
| Hoſt” lovely and pleaſing Alper ere kim 
the ' Object of out chbiceft alla fa Te... 
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„„ This is that Areribute whick,id-irſelf.js infinh- 
A amiable} ., (a Graund- Work interwoven 
with all the other Prifectiom o the Diome Nas 
urez) makes every one f uff them OuHHDf s becothd 
Objects of 'our Love, well woftour Adoration) 
 Immenſe and eternal Goodneſs, ll pWefüI W 
ell · wiſe Goodneſs. inveſted, with.rfapreme; Dumi- 
nion , an. tempering, the, Riga of,parelenting 
uſtice z,this is, ivdeed,; aDeſcyipognof ecperſeh 
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mot lovely and pleaſing. A 


Objects of our Love, well (Uf uur Ndbr ut 


enll- vito, Goodnelsc inveſted win ſupreme; Dowi- 
* Juſbce this, is,, indeeds; a Deſcriptgn-of acperſeds 


from which the whole F rame of Nature derives; it's 
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tely amiable} ., (25 GraundsWork interwoven 
with all the other Peifectious of the Dime Na , 
ture) makes every one them oafſoi to becom 


Immenſe and eternal Goodneſs, aft:þbwerfo! * 
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bis is "that ipexhauſtible Fountaip of .Beneficenog 


heing a- by. which, ell Greatures1 inthe. Univerſs 
xe. continually e and Pfeſer rea ang iw 


* . 


— — v * 
— — — — oa es „% „„ „% „„ 4 oe 


in doing good. It brought the Ez 
22 7 Mer wis newz, Wü ire Alt 
Shed rend tis” Hue Fad cet a Mulrkulte 
Cretan foto” Efe, "Thar the Tilfadicen"\of "Nt 
Bounty: ae RISEN dad dlefdiglys* 
7 His Wise adde the 50 chen BAG 
ret odd Fntcrett] nid fler Bd KANE & 
eee Phe” World,” we ane vhs 
4 * 4 ho eee eee 2 i 5 * 2 1598 


CIT The ker du Ones 860 Tr | 
Pripires u tſditudre /Sopply Tor un vor Wette 
to his univ erſu Prefect i tiverſiFBeaefic 6 
he atmoft fee jOU6Every here prefenc dan 
Ne, tharkis GrotteſPinay by every where p 
dip! No iPlaresi005 Fine tat eouBlic" it bud 
Wenn rhrouyivite Witte Compal if Nitore: U 
reaches jnſin ly. deyoot vn tunſiwory Scene Xo 
20 PACMederey df Fiine'? und un ume x Tura 

Ecqruityqoarwoper at vie View ito God; "fo he ,L 
MIND 1 Demag: 


ar and aq oncg ens 
8913 NE 


packs Ange ug IRE 50 
e fi U@PU 12 5 7 bn | 
ba | enter ee whole bi rope ie 1 


E KN. 3 


33 — — 299 


The Goodnefs of God, then, is 1 "Avent os | 
of his, which is the Crown and Perfection. of his 
off NE! ROW Ht en reden bim 
"ad el I chat. WON fee tens un 
his other Attributes, df eHetes if us the bat dt 
Paſſions, true fied, cordieh, divine, Love - 48. it is 
the Cauſe and Continuance of our einge, tbe Foun- 
dation of dur Hope, and the Fountain of our Hap- 
ſs; - cr griteſt Corhfolt & tel Example ; - 
thief Objder of LSVe and Priifc;' and Admirl- 


tion ; - „the Ju and Neher of Sur Heirs.” . 
zi ug Biftiir! tharkfort; Sn" Eile Sabre ance. 
but be pleaſing wh nente ts; 29 de ing that 
S which, ne could continually dwells the gfeageſt 
Hicßeulxy being to confine purſelyrs upon fo copioys | 


an Arzumentß and to ſet Boungs 10 that, which KL 3 
af fo vaſt Extent, „the 1 ord is good to all,” | 


mM "The fal, theſe Words, \ (endeavouring 5 
Kir ir-up both 0 and OY to the 1E of 
Gf tem de, that ate Vord id great, ind 
greatly t be Ptaiſdd u thiwnlledgts the Nea 
ſon of it in the Properties and Perfections of the 
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L ord, (ſays her) is gracious, & full of Compaſſing, 
do to Anger, & of great aerger Phe 
- - I to all, and his tender Mercies are over" 
"hg 8 „ ec bor} Wo anhonw) dür 
„ ei do aon bus de „ i fits Ai 6 


lac. have here, then, the Foodnefs 1 of God gl 
flared, together ich che; Ampligude and Hagen: 
of 31, the Lord is good 60 all. 229700 114 424120 ficl 
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ja Firſt, L*. coofidenthe ig bt of is Ga Ney 
hat we are.tounderitand by the, Goodneſs, of 
rogether with the Effefs and Exzengol it. 0 


1oSecondly, Confirm, it; li. e 1 prove: hat Gad is 
good, — that, be is gd 50 . goilts! ＋ 20 1d 


Thikdty, 1 bal renons the Ot teten which have 
| Yeh" prodiiced ,* either to Cal in Queition ;” or td 
bose er uf, Acrribute of hi Beveficence: 5 0 


'» His. 03 4-432 &i 10 204? ati 21&4 fav 
. Concluding with ſuch laferences & 8 nts 
| by thay reaſonably" be inade from the 


SETS 253. 07120! ks: Mot; od _ 
Firſt, Of the im par of the Watd Goodneks 
the Goodneſs of God, and of che E fo Exteng 
eee ee lg nene vat 14 36-50 
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ö a dis Eſſence, who is, (according to the 
Greeks,) TD aragan sf The Good ; & comptehends 
" moſt of this eee e W n 
Game Fountain. a 101 
.* According to-the moral Notion of Goodntfs, & 
za che more geacral Aceeptatibn of it, (as compre« 
hending univerſal Rectitude, ) it ſtands oppoſed to 
all Moral - Evil & eee, which we e call Nin ; 
and Vice. 1 
In this Senſe, the Juſtice, and Froth, and Holi 
eſs © of God, are his Goodneſs ; but, in a more fri 
and peculiar. Senſe, and, as à diſtinct Perfection, it 
always imports his Benignity, or Bounty, and his 
Diſpoſition never to do any unjuſt or unneceſſary 
Harm, , Wr r in himſelf auf ready to do all 
Goodnefh is the fame Quality i in a AT Beings, which. 
ave Underſtanding, i in God, in Angels, and Men.“ 
t is, and it muſt be the fame in Kind, differing, | 
ooly 1 in Degree ; ; W WS | * whole Scheme, 


of 


2 M nile iis 

I; (a e eee eee fame, with thy- 
Evidence of that Diſpoſition in apy other Being, as tbe. Principle 2 id, 
ſelf i is the fame i in kind, tho different in the D of i it's ; Pertedtion. 
a defignttig - Caufe actu ally produces thofe Ela which idtheid! 
Nu, avd Tendeney are buoeficinl 10'otinal Bongs, and we fee no; | 


Reaſon do chink that be act. fiſh Princi we cannot 
— 4 who he 1 e See ee i, &c. * 
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of Religion would de darkened ind obfcvred, ; 0 
we ſhould worip we know not hut? The certain 
Foundation'of our Faich and Hope would de de- 
ſtroyed, & we could not follow God a dear Chils 
Wren,” muck leſs imitate his Goodneſs particularly, 


if ve did ſau nor Had any determinate” 
8 Idea of it. ne Us 0 7. 261 pp inn 2 hog? 
Here, hen ve proceed 65 4 f05 fire leet 
dation 4, for ſcarcely ig there AT, Pg of which, we. 
es = ho £ ſenſible Far | 
0 0 
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ve. a more dite 
Quality is more ealily perceived; - The Min 


he..contrary Diſpoſition in a Free-Agent, 4 We 


know. the Difference betacen 39, oppoſite Quality | 


whatever , by o our Senſe. 


| Goodneſs, therefore, in the ſtrict & proper Senſe- 


in which we are now conſidering 1 it, (as it belongs | 
Beings.capable.] Moral-Excellency, ) lignifies genera 
| Benevolence. 3, or, a iſppſition | to communicat 
; Ha $4 $5 

which inclines them to deſire and promote the 
Welfare of others, a8 far a6 ir is fit and proper For 


them f ſo to do, and they are. capable of receiving, 
is. It is. bell underſtood by it's Contrary, Which is; 
0 envious Diſpoſition, a contrected and narrow 
eie, which would confine Happineſs 16 itſelf, Se 
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lan as readily diſtinguiſhes betwee en Goodne and 


lappineſs ; - $1 - a Propenſion and Readinets of Mihd »; 


r a 71 


- explained” . 


Seudges 2 ochers favald be Parrakers:of it, or 
ſhare therein 3 on, a malicious and miſchie vous 
Temper, which detights; inthe Hurt of them, ail 
£0; procure. en n Diſquidt 
80 them. H 7% 3% hd 7% HO 1 H vagotit 45 
ih Goodneſs. is oppoſed ao theſe, dig e 
g chem · it being to communicate and ay aut 

p urſelves for the Good vfothess.. This is Goodueſa ; 
Jo the Apoſtle explains it, by communicatiag tothe 
Maats and Neceſſities of others : - *To do- good 
and to communicate, forget not.” This Goodneſs 

was particularly characterized by the Jews, j in the. 
Diſtinctioa they made between the Righteous and 
the Good Man, to which the Apottte 'aMurtes his 
Epiltle to che Roman. I OAT 
Scarcely, (ſays he,) for a Righteous-Man, = | 
vne die 3 yet, peradventure, for ior e e 

would even dare to die. ; 
| The Righteous-Man was be that did 0 We 
W others, and the Good- Man de, "who was not 

only not e to others, but kind and beneficial, 
wrhem. s Sa N oi ln wed We 50 
So that Coodnele is a Readineſs und u Diſpofi-" 
tion to eommunicate che Happineſs & good thidgs., ; 
which we enjoy and not only to be WILLING but 
rn 
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6, ot che Goodneſs of God. 


ie is” the-fae id" Gall, 'only 10 an inflaitly | more 
perfect Manner, and higher Degree, (i. e) Heiish 
| Being of kind Affection; Who; from an im 
Prigcipletof Good Will, enerts his Omalpotence in 
diffuſing Happineſs far and wide, in all firting/Pvd- 
Portion, "according ro” che different Capacities. of 
the Creatures which are the proper Vdjects of N, 

and according to the» Direction of uit miſt perſect 


| Wann having none of che Defects (4) obſer. | 
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7 Noh SD, Sabre . 4217170 W 17 585. :1vable 
ern 
N 1 peifea Belag, any thing like human Infirwity . There are Gre 
Auen cdeave to our Nature in ry Part of it ieh decompariy 
0 Kerciſe of all our Powers, even our Moral-Capacities and beſt Aﬀeg- 
| tions. We muſt, therefore, carefully diſtinguiſh, (as ugoobtedly thegs 
| | is great Difference,) between the Goodneſs of nd Men, 4 | 
B The unibertäl, calm; er fifely | 
\  _-  Wirihuteto/Him in the triftalt & molt proper. Senſe 4 baving noting 
mn it but what is excellent & worthy of his tranſcendent Glory z as 4 ' 

| _ Meaſure of it. which our Nature is derne. ; ls, in us, the ac 
on Part of the Divine Imaje; © Bu, 2297 habe dba ny 2 7 ; 
. eee that there is in the bee of the Inſir- | 
| | Ach % which io Men od partic ular kind Aﬀec- - 
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9 Yi 
8 When therefore, ſuch 3 are aſcribed to Him, (as they: fror 
eee, in $cripruxe,) je mud oplN be voderttoad in a figurative 
þ ___ Benſe, by Wa y of Analogy, carefylly removing nom our Ideas of them 
the fi | and Pains which we kndw; by Experience, clefve U 
to hulnah Paſions,/even of the maſt ee e Kind. E 
Thus, Gol is repreſen;ed.as,0ur FAT, HER, og ing a N 
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"A "mal Tendernefs for us : But , we ſhould be f An 
5 thing in Him of Weakneſs or Uncaligeſs which attends the AﬀeRiod t 
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vahle-in- Wee Goodneſs, being. i in bimſelf orte 
ginally and tranſeundentiy Good 3. Whereas, the 
* 2 vety beſt of ehem, ace but 
* Fountain and -Ofiginal of it x io Cachpariſog 
of whom , our Goodneſs is av. Nothing, and but 
85 Shadow before him: Inſomuch, that, '(withiour 
Saviour) ſtrictly ſpeaking, there ia None Good 
but One, that is, God n. _ 5 0 
Good.” _ 

Fully, therefore 10 e God. he; 8 
his Goodneſs due unto: him;; we ſay, that he not 
only eis good, but worn odd.” 1 
on He is originally, eminearlyy und erinſcendactly 
ſo ſo as nothieg can be: een Him. 


his is the 1 port, and ay the Effect of the 
Goodnels of God; and the Extent ot it is beyond 
41¹ Conce eprion , for, The Lord is good to All.“ 
A is & genera? Good; the Emanations of tis 


Bounty are like thoſe bf a Sun, which ſpreads 18. 
(85.36 a 1975057 2 S SHO £1 273 + $62 ſelk 


Naa N f iy « „one e eee 
m. al is Jeſcrided in ſtrong Terms, Alludin to 
wege, of 7 Inſtinct in the 0 Nature It is faid, that 15 
Wound“ for the Diftreſes of divCrestaved j nA, thar be Wet 
* in their Afflictions.“ But, te Mraing of al this is no mare 

than that his undiſturbed Benevolence, continually exerciſed towards 
them produces mote perfeRtly r Bled $hjeh 3he tendertſt Huan 
as chan produce, without the Wenkneſs and Pains of it. es 

derm. XIII. 
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. ot che Goodn neſs of God. 


ſelf from oi End of the Earth to the other, might» 
ily, and **nothiog is hid from the Heat thereof.“ 
ae The whole Earth is full of the Goode I of ch 
Lord," & nothing is hid from his benign lufluenge : 
. - for all things feel the good Effe of ripe tines «The 
Lofd is good to All.“ o To 0 
His Goodneſs extends e eee Gains 
which Way Toever we turn our Eyes, we tiere meet 
undepiable Inſtahces & Proofs of it's: for the whole 
Earth is full of it. VS 580 
t ſeems to be a zv ee beseslüry Gobfeqtench ſrom 
what hath been already obſerved; that the Goodneſs 
of God extends to all che proper Objects of chat 
Affection. We know nothing: ĩn Ourſelves, nor can 
imagine any thing in Moral-Agents to limitothat 
general Goad-Will , Which muſt alays appear the 
Glory. of an intelligent. Nature, e vc 
Attachments, and partial 1755 110 
- Ibich,, tho, uſeful in our preſent. State, beca 
it's Indigence & Weakgeſs, yet always carry i. in them 
the Idea cf Imperſection; and are, therefote, not to 
be attributed to the Supreme Being . From whence 
we” conclude , that” wherever there we "Obj ets, f 
Good- Will, (and God knows Gem Ala hi t 


| bind towards them. ARIA 100 Abs 
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God the. EfFefts and Extent. of it) enlagge on the 


various, Fatticulars which might here be produced 


briz] that it is manifeſted, in t! the many ignumerable 
Creatures. produced, the Ons ſyblcrvieat to the O O- 
ther, and the Whole completely conducing to the 
Happineſs of all ; - that they are all admirably, ex 


cellently good, bath in Variety, and Order, 


Uſe ; - that they ate continually preryes 4 and . 


bundantly provided for. | 

Theſe, tho.amazing. Inſtances of God' 7 Goodnely 
tho they abundantly confirm the Truth of the Text, 
1 ſhall not here enlarge on , — and ſhall but barely 
meation his particular Goodnefs to Man, in that he 
hath given him ſuch a noble and excellent Bring , 
and placed him in fo high a Rank among the reſt 
of the Creatures, - that he hath made and ordained 
fo many things for his Uſe and Delight, - in chat 


he hath redeemed, and doth til] preſerve us, and | | 


even prevents us, vith the Ble ſfings of his Goc 
neſs, from falling into Sin, and final Miſery ; GL 
Promiſes encouraging Obedience, and by Threats 
reclaiming from Sin; - and fivally , that he hath 
prepared for vs an eternal Happineſs hereafter, 1 

This is the Goodneſs of God 5 theſe are it's Effect 
ind this the Extent of Jes 
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66 | Of the Goodutl of God. 


to all is:Srbitiels © is fo great, that de Placid 
ſpeaks of it with Admiration „Oh! How great it 
the Sum of them!” — "The Goodaeſs of God is fe 
great, that if we mould declare it, or ſpeak pf it, 


it is more than we are able to Expreſs 3 for” N 


How great is the ee 
This general Goodneſs of God, when we ca ai 
conlidet i it, raiſes the Divine-Beneficence high i in 
Eſteem ; nor could this Attribute , (in any other 
View, or ſuppoſing it more confined in it's Exerciſe,) 
9 to our Minds fo amiable and Perbect. 1789 


What hath been ſaid, repreſents God as neceſſarily 
kak the greateſt Good of the Rational-Crea- 
tion: But, this Neceſſity muſt be underſtood in a 
Way conſiſtent with the moſt perfect Free-Agency 
in Him. It ariſeth not from a Defe of Power or 
| Liberty, but ſrom the abſolute Perfection of his Mo- 
ral Attributes, and his Wiſdom . -— God is neceſ- 
farily Immenſe, Eternal and Omniſcient ; but He is 
ad Juſt and Good: theſe Attributes belonging 

perly to his Will, which is effcatially Fxez in 
ire Exerciſe, They exert themſelves not necefſorily 
lie) independently on his own Choice, but volun+ 
tarily; which makes them appear ſo amiable, bor 4 
| wn be praiſed and admired.” Still howe ver, 
NY OT ROOT RE for a different Res- 
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Ne ſhouſc ht erereiſs theſe Characters, ay that HE 
meu he ignorant dr weak the ehen dur Hunte 
ce e bs Loog NB NA bait lie 

We are not, MIRA; to ander the Biel 


Goddtiefs, as tho it were in uminte ligen Privierphe; 


scKtiatz tiecelfarily ; which would 8eRf6y all true Pi- 


ety", all Reverence and Eſtecm of Gd; and Gratis 
tode to him; not Entertain any Fxpt@ariots from 
him hut ſuch as are worthy 6f his iH ChataRter j 
46 4 Being of the moſt perfect Wiſdbm and Rełti- 
tute, ns well as Behesslenee: & ebhſequentiy, ard 
not tod hope for any thing ; bit What is reaſonable 
and ft, and whiat it becemel the Wife, and impart 


tially righteous; a well ee 'Goverhour of 
mn, 6. e by dust 058 Yin C3: 236 


„ Haviag ſ thus 0 gone 8 ae the Man 
nifeſtation of the neſs, of, God, (though fully, 
ſepſible how much we are maſtered the Great- 
Refs of ſo noble an Argument; for, pare Wag can de- 
clare the Goodneſs of God ? or, Who can wee fort 


all his Praife ?”) F hali-proteedy 1s 7 nod 
Second, To confiem.it -The: Loni 1 FT 
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8 ot the Gesees of God.. 
here, whereby tedivuſly. do exereiſe your Patience 


being what we all acknowledge z indeed, what we 
all find by daily good and happy Experience ; and 
is, what all the Works, both of Creation, Providence 
and Redemption, do loudly proclaim to the World; 
For, tho the Divine- Power was the Principle, & 
bis Wildom che Director of all theſe Actions; yet, 
his Goodneſs was the Motive ta them. — Need it 
then to be further enforced ? — Yes truly: for. 
Daily Experience, (to our Confuſion, ) teaches us 
that chere are many, who, tho they acknowledge a 
Sod, yet ©worſhip him not as God; (i. e.) as;pol+ 
ſeſſed of thoſe Divine PerfeQions which are really, 
neceſſarily co. exiſtent with hia Nature; that **there 
are many who have Need to he put in Mind olf 
the things which they know already,” and even to 
ape taught-again what are che very firſt Principles 
of the Oracles, and Nature of God. Me De 
That the Lord our God, then, 5 is e an be 
evidenced, _ 3 ve 


Firft, From Natural Li's or Aae 74 
"11 From'Scriprure, or Divine Revelation. 0 
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Xo As the Natural Attributes of God, (his Wiſdom 
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proves fram Resa. 6h 


chem, which we behold g the Works of Creation 
(viz.) from the Production, and regular Motion of 


the Heavenly-Bodies, the Subferviency of One thing 


Vegetables, particularly: of the Human- Frame, anll 


human Mind, &e . May we got from the ſame 
Premiſes, (in themſelves ſtrong and conc luſive,) as 
vndoubtedly infer alſo the Goodneſs of God, the 
fole Foundation of Love and Worſhip ? Indeed, 
We cannot calt our Eyes abroad, without obſer- 
Aae abundant eo as well a8 
of all his other Attrihutas. | 9 


What ean more ſtrongly 48 this s ER 150 


#giving us Rain ſrom Hea von, and fruitful Seaſons, 


and filling our Heurts daily with' Food and Glad. 
neſs ? This Haſſage is quoted noi fo much on Ac 


count of the inſpired Writer, 4s being the natural 


Dictate of commen Senſe and Reaſon. In Truth, 
- The Notida and Evideneę of the Doctrine before 
us, is ſo very clear and certain to s, that moſt art 
but too apt to preſume too far upon it, and none but 
what, are, or have been, the living. Monuments of it. 

ladeed, There are fo many and clear Proofs of, 
the Divine-Goodnefs, that though ſome ObjeQions 
may be raiſed againſt it from the Fuil which is in 


the World, vet the Exideace a u temains for 
Serm. XXXII. „D eee 


40 Anether, the curious Structure of Animals an 


ſrom the wonderful Powers and Faculties of the 


- Goodneſs is nothing elſe but a fixed Diſpoſition 
n always what, in the whole, is beſt, and ſa, 
(as far as is conſiſtent with Right & Juſtice.) what 
is moſt beneficial to all. Now, the-Sdreme-Being 
having all Knowledge, ſo that his Underſtanding 
can never err in judging what is beſt, and having 

no Want of any thing to complete his on Hap- 
pineſs, ſo that his Will can never be influenced by 
any wrong Affection, (a) or have any : poſſible 
cording to what he knows is tsr; it is evident 
from hence to Reaſon, that the Supreme · Cauſe, (be- 
ing thus neceſſarily happy in the eternal Enjoyment 
of his own infinite PericCtions,' and altogether” ins 
capable of being tempted with Evil,) could not 
e have my ne Motives Aa ner Crea» 

1 0 97: Lp : 4) i 27.145 creured 


s 


" (A) That God is beneficent appears from his abſolute All.Suff. 
* whereby He is at an infinite Diſtance from Malice, and Envy, 
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0 That God: actually is, and Ace bus: be Good, 
; | N eee e to the general Notion *. given af 

f 'Goodneſs,) is evident from hence. N 
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and all Temprations to do Evil. For, theſe malevolent Diſpoſitions 
"8 | und every Diſpoſition contrary to Goodneſs , as they are known to 5 
„ ; tormenting to the Mind in which they. are ſeated, fo they always pre- 
| ceed, RE OI PAs F 
if which are not in God. adi tp NS * 


ded ena 7m 


furts ell hun ddl tet he might >combiunicace 
$0 Five tion d Share of ſus dwa Perfections, 
4 Coodbeſs, for for, being neceſſarily All-Sufficient, 


he moſt conſequently be infinitely removed from all 
Malice and Envy, and from all ether poſſible Cauſes 


or Temprations of doing Evil; which, it is evident, 
can only be the Effects of Want and Weaknels, of 


lnperfe&ion or Depravation. Accordingly, 
Ws Method of proving , - &c. - (upder) 


orid, they who had tolcrable Notious of the dur 


fi though, in many things they erred con- 
cerning him, from theſe Confiderations agreed in 


afcribiag Goodicts to him, 97 reckoned it che 
n 


Prigciple of all his Perfe&ions deed, _ 

_ Among the Divine Enxcellencies 1 this always had 
the Pre · Eminence, both among the Greeks and 
Romans. — EZ Ts, MET AZ vr. — DEUS » Optimus , Maximus, 
The very BEST and GREATEST, (A) was their, 
conſtant Style. And, in our Language ,- Fbe Name 


of of God teens to haye been given him from Ak 1 


Goopnnss, ,. 2 
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40 «Our 1 called GOD} de nen & Gia] 
eſt Being; — The Beſt, (i.e) the moſt BENEFICENT", before the 
GREA TEST. 1 for, it is more glorious , and far more engaging to be 

n to be poſſeſſed of great Power & great Strength? 
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wn ivy 


That God: aRvally is, even but be God 
ee to the general Notion * given .of 


- Goodneſs is oothing, elſe but fixed Diſpoſities 


3 always what, in the Whole, is beſt, and ſq, | | 
(as far as is conſiſtent with Right & Juſtice.) what — 
is moſt beneficial to all. Now, the Sdreme-Being v 
having all Knowledge, ſo that his Underſtanding 

can never err in judging what is beſt, and having. A 


no Want of any thing to complete his on Hap- 


2 
mw . 


' pineſs, ſo that his Will can never be influenced by P 
any wrong Affection, (4) or have any poſſible 4 
Temptation laid before it to act otherwiſe than ac- 40 
cording to what he knows is BEST; it is evident b 
from hence to Reaſon, that the Supreme · Cauſe, (be R 
ing thus neceſſarily happy in the eternal Enjoyment 1 
of his on infinite Perſections, and altogether” in- by 

capable of being (tempted with Evil,) could not or 

Tae have any en Motives en 2 6 

"(a That God is beneficent appears from his abſolute "An.6um. b 

| * whereby He is at an infinite Diſtance from Malice, and Envy, 
and all Temptations to do Evil. For, theſe male volent Diſpoſitions eſt. 
und every Diſpoſition contrary to Goodneſs » AB they are known to b GR 
tormenting to the Mind in which they are ſeated, fo they always pr pb 


ed, and in Nature muſt proceed, from ä 
which are not in God. eddie Zach 41.1 | 


6 


, his Method of Trig Hh Marky: 11 
„and particularly his Goodhels, "Troin his N Ne. 
he Perſections ſeems to be, .very Kong and Con- 
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orld, they who had tolerable. Notions of the Sur 
me-God, though, in many things they erred con- 
cernihg him, from theſe Conliderations agreed in 
afcribiag Goodncts to him, and reckoned, it the 
Prigciple of all His Perfe&ions ; f Indeed, l 
Among the Divine Excellencies; this always had 
the Pre · Eminence, both among the Greeks and 
Romans. — Erz w., MBLAZ ts. — DEUS , Optimet , Maximus, 
*The very BEST and GREATEST,” (a) was their, 
conſtant Style, And, in our Language ,- Fbe Name 
of God leems to ay been given him from * 
Goopnnss, , 23 
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ou eſt Being, — Tbe Beſt, (i.e) tbe moſt BENEFICENT', befor the 
12 GREA TEST; for, it is more glorious , and far more engaging to be 


to all, than to be poſſeſſed of great Power & great Strength: 
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5 72 | of the Goode! of Grd. 
; -of the Hesthen Authors to this Purpoſe i bot 1 an 
only mention chat remarkable one of Seneca; The 
Fßr-aer of Worſhip, (ſays he) is, to believe the 
Being of God, z and the Nx, to aſcribe, Majeſty of 
55 and to aſcribe Goodneſs, without which 
chere can be no Greatneſs.” Beſides, 3 
That Goodneſs belongs to God, may be at gue 
from the very Nature of it, and from it's 8 00 
tion with other divine PerfeQions, 'vithour which b | 

| would be nothing-worth, F ch 

| ON Goodneſs is a Perfection; - Indeed, the higheſt 
| and, therefore , muſt belong to God, who | is the 

mosrrzxrzer of Beings. 

Knowledge and Power are great Perfe&tions; ; 902 0 
when ſeparated ſrom Goo dnefs, they become Im- 
perfeRtions , mere Craft, & complete Violence (a) 

Indeed, Goodneſs is ſo great, & neceſſary a Per- 
feRion, chat, without it, there can be no other; for, 
without Goodneſs what is an thing worth ? — the 
TxvLy-Goop' being the only Trviy-Garar, — 
Other Excellencies may cauſe Fear & 3 

| in us, but it is Goodneſs alone that can command 
{ our Reverence and Eſteem, our Oy 42 85 and 
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draws from, the Nawreof God., in, Favour, af the 
Auripute before us. But furthen, el 250 14 
» The Wile f Mi dh een, e e 


. 0 1 99 


Toer ae fame Foontteps ot chis Pexfetion iu be 
Lge 1 and, Up it 90: af 8 oP 
God, the C reator, 


he 8 


a that Goodneis which is in hy . 
of the Sons) of Men, ot che mot glorious: Angels 
the 16" Heavet , is but z fmpetfekt and weak Repre- 

4 ſentation of the Divine Goodneſs. But further yet; 3 
vt» I © Not only from the Nature'sf Bod and Main; but 


m- from the Works of Creation allo, (the Effects of his 
a) Goodneſs,) is his Goodneſs: confirmed dung 


for” are the Means , fo will the End be;“ Rd Bae 
pan, the Effeck will the Cauſe 8 i ban HOT 


The Goodneſs of God appears in the many Bf: 
.which we receive from him, and in the — 


and 6f the Creation 1 ot oy ogg — and all Thin 

| Found mr hated ety, 15 droglt hog 

and us. 8 einen ee e ee IR. N 

* « eee aa at Wiſdom and moral 
t Perſedions of God, is , hy tbe\Manifeliation of them in tbe Methode 


of his Providence . Therefore, we conclude that ha is. Wiſe, Righteeus, 
of? wh ;Aroaule we the the Marks of Wide » Righteouſneſs and, 


in his Works and Ways. .IN tat A Hut- n x 
XIII ; | Some 


94 Of me Osbdneß ef Gd. 


That Ce ethöy mich Good, i ney" ci 
niences, is a plain Marter df Fat ;j und whöte, bot 


to God, can we aſerihe the Source, of. them, h 
» | good and doth good ?” (4) Now, TT, 


| Cod did hot make us, by Neceſſity, nor the man 
*Good'things'around' us; being” himſelf happy | be- 
fore all things, and would have been fo; 
Hever been created 1 ir yas Aged wholly 
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omas attentive Per tons; perhaps, , ſhe the Force of the de 
which. are called, @ Priari, for the Perfections of the Deity :. This Sort 
of Proof, however, is not eaſily apprebended by every one. The Rea- 
ſoving is more obvious from Effefts to the Cauſes, from Operation to 
Power, from the Marks of Contrjvanceto Wiſdom, & from tbe Frults 
Bounty to a beneficent Principle. Here is the Foundation on which 
the Mind reaſonably reſts ; it traces the Foot-Steps of wiſe Deſign , & 
perceives a prevailing Tendency to Happineſs in the Conſtitution and 
Protege hg of the World ſo far as it comes within our Knowledge 0 
om wherice it t juſtly infers , that it muſt be eminently i in the 41 
— — l 


** $A) Phe uniform Apgearance there is in the Face of Natare, 
the conſtant Courſe it keeps, makes the continual, intelligent and be- 
neficent'Direftiun of it's Author to be pver-looked by the ungrateful 

and thoughtleſs, who blindly attribute the . 
receive, to a Kind of andefigning Neceſfity . 3 

To anattentive Mind, the Power of God appears #s much in the 
ordinary Works of Nature, ns in the moſt-miraculous Interruptiohs bf © 
It, © His Bounty appears by it's conftant, yet voluntary Comminicati. * 
2 eke A EN is thus manifeſted by 
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proved ram Reaſon, © - 10 q 
* chat moved him it. (a) Andy; K 
The, ae, of, on Beings, ſo fearfully 10 


wonderfully te [amply provided —_— 
1 A ; u 


en Princlle frm which Sg eee Gag fs 
args any Objects without him, ar towards avy or all the Creates 
hich derive their Beinge from him, is GOQDNESS. _ 4 
When we refleQ upon Queſeives, (and, it ig but attending do og 
own Foers and AﬀeQions , of which we are cooſcious , thet we take 
qur Rip 20. the Conkideration of, and forming ſuch a Judgwent as ws. 
we able concerning ſuperior intelligent Natures, & eyen the Supreme, 
wa figd two general Springs of Aftinn in our Mipd , vis] Self-Love 
and Beneyolence, All our particular Deſires, Affection god Paſhoas 
may be reduced to theſe two, and are comprehended in them. 
25 We esst (jt i prefumed,) belp judging after the fame Manner 
** eoncerning all other Beings Mke ourſelves, (i.e) all Free- Agents , that 
they conſtantly purſye either their own Good, or the Good of others. 
For, we have no Notion of any other Springs of AQion than the Adee. 
tions , (or ſome Principles analogous to the AﬀeRions in us,) which 
. & conſtitute the Ende of Rational AQtion ; and ao Agent can have any 
and Ovjeet of AﬀeRtion, bet either Himſelf, or ſowe other Being. Now, 
age. Applying this to our Conceptions of the Deity, and bis Manner of 
ing, we eangot imagine that He a8 for bimiclf in the Senſe wa 
are now ſpeaking of it, (i.e) that in any of bis Works, or in any Fact 
7 which terminates on other Beings, He purſues his own Happineſs , in 
6, & ſoch a Senſe as to imply en ip hee, ep ry 
be- Ginething without bim. 


aeg who u t ät, pc perte and Wen; nh g 
antly was ſo from Eternity before any beſide himlelt lubliſted , » Cannot want s | 
gets any thing to make bim bappy 3 and therefore, cannot be ſuppoſed to bs | 
d the deſign the Supply of his own Wants i in any thing ar be does, He | Y 


bw of © wps perſeftly ſativfed in himſelf , and in the Contemplation and En- | 1 
cati. © joyment of his own infinite Excellencies from: Everlaſting and there y 
d by © WY fore mult be ſuppoſed to a towards all things under him; from #Mo- 
19 tive of mery Ge. derm. XAXII. . Je 


fall dew chi de'Sdprinticy'of this" Atera 
I de Ohe deter wehe e Wofere Vin abagw 


meh de Madged, that is we dry l. en Gdolnet 
SefelfTattie'Afhirs of his reaſonable Creatures, He Yas Cotiplactiicy 


| counted the leſs Beneficent becauſe He finds a Pleaſure in his Behe- 


plying the Wants of the indigent . (Nhe en, in Return, be no Way 


e ee d by Liegt them 12 
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"that he is"entitely and eſſentiallỹ full in 


Nin! All 


in their Happineſs, which is originally his own "Gift He is pleaſed 
with their good moral Condudty aud that Felicity which is the Reſult 
&fit, did the Contrary is diſpleaſing to him; We cn bardly avoid ap- 
prehendiag, therefore, that his Enjoyment has ſome Dependence on 
their Behaviour and their Condition: Conſequently; it may be ſuppo- 
ſed that God did not at merely for the Good of his Creatures, but for 
Himſelf, or his own Enjoyment! in his Beiteicence towards us. 
43 4; If this Reaſoning be ever 60 Jug, it does not, nor ought to dimi. 
viſh, in our Eſteem, the Benevolence mavifeſted i in the Work of Cres 
tion, and the Good communicated to the Creatures. — Is any Being 


ficence towards us ? Rather, indeed, doth not this heighten our. Eſteem 
for his Goodneſs , when it is. performed freely and with Pleaſure to · 
wards us ? — Is any One the leſs generous/and -difiotereſted in ſup- 


profitable to Him, ) becauſe He has, and knows, beforehand that He. 
ſhall have Satisfaction in his Liberality ? Much leis can the Compla- 
cancy which the ſupreme, independent Being bas in the Vianifeſtation 
al bis Goodneſs, be thought any Diminution of that Goodneſs, or be, 
any Pretence for alledging that He aQts from ſelfiſh ne ee 
wanted any thing . Beſides, 

The Changes. which happen! in te Condition of the Ereathres 
(their ating, Right or Wrong „ their being Happy or e war 
not be imagin'd to affect the Deity i in the ſame Manner As they do gobd 
Men, or.any other good finite Agents For, tho feQl 
yes. them, yet is He pere pure and good. San, 1 
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ll tirely New z oldie 0 ut 
eſs diate Evil, whichthey haut whit and Thrace, Der He, td d 

icy OT I CD what it bad in his: 
fed Knowledge, poſſeſſes the fame unvaried Tranquility in all the 
ſoc WY Vicddrodes of Tie. The whole gerte of -4titze in che fore-ſeen 
ap⸗ Order, paſſes under the Obſervation of his R without any Alteration 
on (oc Ecxotion in his andiſtutbed perfe®t Mind. , He is capable of no Sure 
po- prixs, uo painfol-Senſation of Sorrow or. Reſentment ; nor properly ot 
for Jon. as that Ggnifies. a new Senſation at-Pleaſare , from any Good that 


eilen. All things which come to. paſa , ace comptebended in the 
Scheme of Providence which was formed in his eternal Counſels 3 and: 
as the Appearances of Evil were not unexpeted, they produce no Ua- 
An eſi ; ſo the fore-appointed good Miue,is the Subject of his everiaſ- 
ting, delightful, ſerene Conteraplationy not heightened by it's Arrival, 
24 it is in weak Minds, to ſurprizing and tumultuous Delight. 


* 


Moral, is originally from God, and all the Fü joy ment to Him, whicts 
dan de iuppoſed to rife fro it, u the Reſult of bis own Operations, 
always the ſhtne 26d uninterrüpted j It ay Be properly called Self- 
Enjoyment, inſeparable from Bis ow h Per fe RHI aud the Exertiſe of 
wem; Aud therefor, T tie END of fit Wofkt, is wot the Acquifititer 
ir a. ber other Beikys, mm 

| f Od 

| m n o chonby faid' that l Olay erk un ma ar ur 
res Creation, 3nd of all his AQtions towards his Creatures.” True: GU 


th" is glorified in all bis Ways, & in'all bis Works t Aud, Wen 
dot reer de avived bo 
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735 — God. 


e As, therefore tis is bf all Thuths Wan 
portatie 1ſo, (as e have ſeen, )there are many cledt 
and ſtrong Proofs of it ; the joint Coacurtence' ahi 


Force of all which is irreſiſtible. im en: ; ab * 
Thus, then, as Reaſon teachetk it, ſo :: 
rie ii hed 3 ee nd at lie ar ETA N u 4, 4 
wilt i! at Fein bie ονα 4m. ak tile wr ts! Seroddly 
Tube Defire of Honour ig, indeed an original Defire of our Na- 
tore, and a very uſeful Furt of our Conſtitution; having'a'Tendency 
to the Support of Virtue, and to the:Publick:Good ; but; ie'corries in 
it the Marks of Inſufficiency and Dependence, which are not in God. 
= The Almighty, therefore; is infinitely above the Need of it: And, 
it is beneath the high Perfeftious of his Nature. 10.48 from foch « 
Motive. Dovbtlets, i} Of nes e Ai ole 
we cannot but acknowledge in our Wee un to u& from 2 
prineiple of pure, diſintereſted Goodneſs , and with the ſole Deſign of 

Ie communicating Good, is more excellent andamiable ; and to/conceive 
BF thus of the Deity , is to conceive of Him the moſt highly and honour. 
ably , which is the beſt Rule we es follow in forming our Angeben. 
ae him It is true, 

| God requires that his Reaſcnable 3 Gould wake bis Glary 


| ed lab AQions ;.+ that they ſhould honour. bim with, their 
devout Acknowledgments , & the outward Signs of Adoration , which 


will appear to themſelves a reaſonable Service, and what the del Prin- 
eiples in their Nature direct them to. But , even this He requires foc 
their Sakes, not his own ; and the Aﬀe&ions He has planted in their 
Nature, whereby they are induced to it, bear the plaineſt Marks of his 
Googne(s; for, it is their moſt delightful Exerciſe , and affords the 
 highe@ Enjoyment tl they are capable of... $ 268 mdf bo ar wi ike if 
God, having in himſelf an underived ee 

| Gehangeable Bleſſrdneſa, infinitely above the Need; os even the Poſt 
_ G«hility of an Afdition from any other Cauſe , afspurely and wholly 
_ from a Principle of Benevolence. ILY Of, Err IH ivr 10 tw Y ato 

90 e eee eee | 


K ” 
#.- 3 > 
„ | 
OR. 
= 
4 K. 4 
8 _ — 42 
—— — 


£0 a 


= a wi _ 12, o@ 


— - 
a Da, oe CE Er: . rae ets a” 5G. 
. 


# 


Secondly, doth Re velatiom conſirm it . The whole 


ſhall mention only a few. of them, as being fully 
ſufficicat to this Purpoſe. And here, 


to the Requeſt of Moſes, makes his Name known, 
«The Lord, - the Lord God, - gracious and mer- 


Truth.” 

la the Pſalms we have it Reiusechy aſſerted, 
*Thou, Lord, art Good, and ready to forgive :” 
*Thou art good, and doſt good: O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is Good and Gracious , and 
his Mercy endureth for ever.” 


In the 6 when God had 
threatened Judgment to the ©Tnirp and Founxru 
Generation of them that hate him,” (to ſhew how 


Pontsnino, ) he promiſes *Mercy unto TwousanDs 


ments: And, 
It is not without very ſignificant * expreſſive, 


Pod- our Bleſſed Saviour attributes this Perfection to 


holy God; indeed, in fo peculiar & tranſcendent a man- 


e Serm. XXXIII. ner 


| C 
* 
proved from Seripture. 79 
4 * | + 4 . WAY 
* . 


ſacred Volume is full of Proofs to this Purpoſe, - I 


God, (who for certain beſt knew his own Na- 
ture, and his Good-Will towards us,) according 15 


ciful, - long · ſuffering, abundant in an | 


much more he delights ia Rewazpixo, than in 


of _ that love him, & keep 10 err 


ny Emphaſis - of Eminence, - & high Diſtinction, that 


222 Ä 4 2 


165 1 25 capable of it in that excellent and tranſcendent 


0 Of the'Goodnels'of Gods 
nec if it were incommuntenble ? ©Thete.is home 
Soo; bot. Own, chat cds Gd. e eee, eee 


The Meaning of whict i is, that ns Creature is. * 


Degree, in which che Diviae- Nature , ; / ſtands” | 
PRO OE UC) V 
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lt To the ſame Banks» are 2 3 1 > 
Teſtimonies of Scripture, which declare God to be - 
«Gracious and Merciful , Long-Suffcring , and of iT 
great, Pity ;” theſe being but . Branches of, 
his diffobve Goodneſs. 


puter hoe nd ae Fiese Genes the! 
Goddneſs of God, it being what we all happily find 
by good and conſtant Experience, what all our 
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for there is real moral Goodneſs in ſome Creatures : But, the es. 


| | Being alone is effentially and immutably Good, the ſole Original and 


Fountain of all Happineſs and Perfection; - The Creatures, in their 
beſt Efate, aro both finite and dependent. 6 
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Palm cxlv. 9. The Lord is good to all,” - 


* 
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Having already explained, and confirmed the 


— 


\ctribute of God's Goodneſs, we proceed, : 
Thirdf, To remove the Objeftions which have 
2 — laid againſt it. 


Some, indeed, may think it moſt adviſeable, in 
FUNDAMENTAL Points of Religion, not to ſtart Ob- 
jections whereby to perplex our weak Underſtand= 
ings. But, 

As all Objections againſt Religion are almoſt 
u OLD as SENS: itſelf, (a) tobe ileat. therefore, 
on 


u came has too many and ſtrong Appearances of Truth, 
or any, who deliberately and unbia ſſedly attend to them, to believe 
an Impoſture. It has been **fifted as Wheat: & the Conſequence 
, that ſome few trifling Conſiderations , which had been formerly al- 
aged in Favour of it, have been ſet- ade, like the Chaff, which the 
ind ſcattereth-away from the Face of the Earth ;“ But, it's folid& - 
ſubſtantia} Arguments, like the **good. Seed,” fall not to the Ground, 
n remain firm, without any:debabug Miiatures. 2 6 4.4% Abſolute,” 
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52 Of the Goodneſs of God. 
'on them, i is, a M 1 er,) to Siverup the beſt of 
44S Af 


Cauſes, as „Ih re, in the 
Proſecution of this my Deſigu, and ſhall at all 
times endeavour, in the FIRST-PLACE, to prove and 
eſtabliſn the Doctrine propoſed, & ſhall then hope 


that Difficulties, ſhould there be awy;—will have 
no e eee 1 5 clear Demonſtrations (a) 


Jo Hop. ot * * 


„ „ 2 ĩ˙ %Z3A EEE oats 1 


„ | Abfolute, infallible EST is in-Heaven, & we are npod Earth, 
but there is ſuch a Degree of moral Certajnry i ſufficient to oyer · 
balance all Doubts . We know every Objed ion againſt Chriſtianity 
well az they do z and there is not leaſt Shadow of à Demonftra. 
tion againſt it: but the Reaſons for it are ſo ſtrong , that tho they do 
not amount to a Demonſtration, they make near Approaches to it. 


"Aj You may have bad Books induftriouſly thrown in your Way, & 


you may have an Imagination apt to ſtartle at Difficulties new to you. 

But, if you have a Turn for SOLID-TRINKING /& REASONING, 

bring your Mind cloſe to the Difhculty,, aud make it take a near View 
of it on every Side; & you will find, that w hat ſtartled it at a Diſtance, 
was only ſome idle Trifle, which Fancy had dreſſ ed- up in a formidable 
Shape. And, If you have not, Deſire thole who have ſtudied the 
Roint, to turn to ſuch Paſſages in Books already publiſhed , as contain 
a ſufficieat Anſwer to it, For, Infidelity can only go round & round 
the ſame Topicks , in an eternal Circle , without advancing one Step 
forther : It produces no NEW, Forces : It only, brings thoſe again in- 
to the Field, which have been ſo often baſlled , maimed , and gia led 

that, in Pity to them, they ought to be ditwified, and diſcharged from 
any further Service. — Eandem Cantilenam canunt. — Idem ſexcenties 
millies audivi. There is no ObjeAion but what bath received repeated 
OOTY Anſwers. _ 
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r 
Nature 


gai in- 
fabled, 
[ed from 
excenties 
repeated 
of E457 
on from 
ig: of the 


Nature 


- 
— DN. 
A 
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A there is "no. Principle of ; Kelter Neceffy $ 
Tmportante. in Religion chan the Goodneſs of C 
(indeed, without it. Religion c cannot ſubſiſt,) 
in ode of which we brde Horte dHur und fikilfying 
Bvidence.' = Univerſil Nature procfaims'it ; 1 2 
hetever the Ererunf- Fober & Godhead are mani- 
kſtes; there al Gbbdbels Is feen, äbeing winder 
ſtood by the ting that” an 3 _ 2 — = The N= 
aer Fart d the Creation, Te INCA 
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Kant e ur Pole 


Nature, Will, and Coonfels.cf ap fr 19 thy rin th x 74-4 
Now, the Will , Counſels, an ure, of an infinite Be ings. 
bose gran? Mizaſare; yer any add tncdmpteticatible by 
_— K babe 
be incumbered with, i Lmerable Di e e 
To obje& — - therefore if A tn, i to 
that an Argument againft the Truth of chat 4 which Chr 
ny, (fappofirig hn Trutty) muſt; in eee thing, 
cellagily attended with. 1 CH 1761 9 601 N 1 
The united Force of Vabelievers has never been able to invalidate 
the ſevera}. 2 prove die Tvuttof 
Revelationy -Aad, while theſe prove it lay pt —_ 
alfer the Nature of things; they cannot make that to Wers 9 
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_haveyibhle Rdatiny. to Life; and to be ſubſerbient 
10 ir Freſoty asian an Happingſa. The Animeh 
of the Eexth are continually: cared-for: by | boun- 
tiful Providence ;.antlefpecially:Many conſidered N 
the whole, Compaſs of his Being, is a Mgnumegt o 
HisCietbr's' Min ee ; > Tae a 
Beth Sacred, and Prophgne, Nobert ir. Bo 
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"There is an OlyeQion againſt ghis Doftrine, $aken 

from the Evil, which is; inithe World of ſeveral 

Gt Evil 'of IFR TION, , 0 AAFFLISTION. ; 

| ; (which js, the greateſt of all pthers, and indeed 

15 auſe oth them 12) 17 5 265, rig 1 d hect 

a n the Supreme-R uler, whoſe, Power is irreſiſtable, 
n 


and. \be deligned the perfect Happineſs of his Crea- 
fures, How ſhall the many Calamities which Men 
feel themſehves petpervally ſubjeRted t. to, and deeply 
iffeQ+d with, be” actounted. for I Whence:comes 
Sickoeſs. and. Pains, Poverty and Diſtreſs y Famine 
and Peſtilence; Wers and Deſplations, ? — And, if 
theſe? Miſeries are alledged to, be, the. Narunai 
er Pena. Conſequences of Moral-Kvil, how 'thall” 
cond Permiſſion of that Moral-Evil be explained? 


ni 61 FF 


hn the evil of lune rio, by which'we mean 
Notorat IrnperfeQions'; theſe are not. abſolutely , 


| bor "only comparatively Exil, which. is but g effet: 


IEA 639d Degres 


d his Fe eplimurdy be, perſectij Good, 
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inconſiſtent with the Coodneſs of n. ee 
agreeable.to his Wiſdom. 
God, having deſigned the ſeveral Degrees of per- 


t of ection in his Creatures according to their ſeveral 
Ai. ſes, they being thereby ſubſervient one to another. 
gu, | Thete are ſeveral Parts of the Creation which are 
ken 


raſhly and inconſiderately concluded to be evil and 
imperfe& ; which yet, in other Reſpects, and to 
ſome Purpoſes, may be very uſeful. For Inſtance, 

It can never be alledged with any Pretence of | 
Reaſon, that the Goodneſs of the Creator required. 
all his Creatures ſhould be of Ons Order, equal in 
the Degree of their Perfections & Happineſs. This 
were to ſet Limits to Omnipotence and infinite 
Wiſdom, both which are PENNE nee in 
Diverſity of Productions. 


to diverſify the Maniſeſtations'of his Power by erea- 


pacities, or different Kinds and Degrees of Perfec- 
tion, it neceſſar ily follows, that the Exerciſe of his 
Goodneſs moſt be various, as ſuited to the Cons 


dition, of the Beings. which are it's Objects. 


Serm. XXXIII. 
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d Fe Pot RAY i de Way 


If it was fit & becoming the Wisdon of the beit | 


ting eſſentially diſtin& Natures, with different Cas 


How the glorious Principle of Pitt eee 8 
lence Ge ays itſelf i in other, Parts of the Univerſe,” | 
and 


66% ot the Goodneſs of God. 


and 105 Superior- Orders of Creatures, does not 
"fall within our Obſervation; but we ſee; that in 
this Lowsrs World there is not only a vaſt Multi. 
- tude of individual Animals, but of different Kinds; 
vhich ſhews the wiſe Economy of Providence, and 
gives ſuch a Multiform - Appearanee to it's Boun- 
ty, as muſt raiſe in every attentive Mind „a very 
high Admiration of it. 
Shall we ſay that God in not Good to all his — 
tures, becauſe he has not made them all equal! 
- Or, that the Brutal-Kinds have no Share in his Boun 
ty, becauſe they are not Moral-Agents ? Or, that 
Mankind owe him no thanks, becauſe they are in a 
mixt and imperfect State ? On the Contrary, Is it 
not rather to be acknowledged, that his Goodneſs 


& 


is the more conſpicuous by this Variety; and that, 
by their different Enjoyment, derived from him, 
the Creatures proclaim the Riches of his Benefi- 
cence, as well as the VINES. of his Underitan- 
on (a) EPR | 7 There 


14a) A Diverſity of regular Productions ſhows the Underftanding, 
as well as the Liberty of an Agent. This, inſtead of being any Dimi- 
Dutjon of his Goodneſs , ſets it forth in a ſtronger & yet clearer Light, 
For , it ſhows that the benevolent Principle i is not confined to one Me- 
thod of Maniteſtation ; but that the Exerciſe of it is ſuited to ay 
'Exigency of all Objects which are capable of it. 
The inexhauſted Fountain flows in various Streams, farvfying & 
| ahry ling thing wit wy which r M/s cet W 1 
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/ There is; therefore; bo Grbund of ObjeQion a- 


perfection vf ſome created Beings; from their in- 
ſeridr Condition aud the lower Kinds and Degrees 


of Enjoyment, which are appointed for tbem. 
Every Power , Faculty or Perfection, which "= 


being the free Gift of 
Et As re tn nga] 


 dbnifer;Being o EN, TRAPS MIS at the 


yanrages ror tn comfortable. Enjoyment of Life , which they 
poſſeſs..— One of the different, inferior Species - 21 not hinder 


the moſt part, a different Proviſion unde dor every one of them. So 
that a multiſorm Appearance of the SenbGple, Life i is only a more exten= 
five Objekt of the divine Munificence to diſplay itſelf upon. 
Animals, indeed, hive different Kinds all 
a Eben ; pit, t dbes not, thbretore follow, that God is not 
to al}, becabſe he has not made them all E VAL. 
ny A ne) is a Principle which does not 81 itſelf to the utmoſt 
dt Agende Power , in every ſingle Effect It produces , — Wheth 
conducted by Wiklom, i it's Exerciſe is accommodated to the Condition 
of the Objefts. But, whatever Diſtinet ion there may be ; or bowever 


Condition He appoints to any Creature, when Good is prevalent'i init 
=_ at the worſt and loweſt, is really better than Non-Exiſtence. 
Eetry State is to be acknowledged gDο end e it 
BENEVOLENT, in which Good prevails, tho not wihout an Admix- 
Evil, and which, therefore, is better than Annihilation. 
Serm. XXIII. 


vainſt the Divine-Goodncfs from the Natorar Im- 
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fome may be dignified and mae happy above others 2 there is no Pre. . 
tence for Complaint 'agataft the Goodneſs of the Creator; from ts 
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-.866 ol the Goodneſs of God, 


"and cowards Superior- Orders of Creatures, does n 
fall within our Obſervation; but we ſee, char f 
this LowWen World there is not only a vaſt Muls 
- rude of individual Animals, but of different Kinds 
which ſhews the wiſe Economy of Providence, and 
- gives ſuch a Multiform-Appearance to it's Boun- 
ty, as muſt raiſe in every attentive Mind, a very 
high Admiration of it. 


Shall we ſay that God i is not t Good to all kis Crea 
tures , becauſe he has not made them all equal! 
Or, that the Brutal-Kinds have no Share in his Boun 

ty, becauſe they are not Moral- Agents ? Or, that 
Mankind owe him no thanks, becauſe they are in 
mixt and imperfect State ? On the Contrary, Is it 
not rather to be acknowledged, that his Goodneſs 
is the more conſpicuous by this Variety; and that 
by their different Enjoyment, derived: from him, 
the Creatures proclaim the Riches of his Benefi 
cence, as well as the LEY. of his Underſtan- 
Wes (4) of # There 


(A) A Diverſity of regular ProduBtions ſhows the Underftanding, 
ax well as the Liberty of an Agent. This, inſtead of being any Dimi- 
gutjon of his Goodnels , ſets it forth in a ſtronger & yet clearer Light. 
For , it ſhows that the benevolent Principle is not confined to one Me- 
thod of Mani feſtation ; but that the Exerciſe of it is ſuited Aa 
Exigency of all Objects which are capable of it- Fo ds 

© The inexhaufſted Fountain flows in various Streams, fatxfying e· 
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Manner, Diarn itſelf, to a Ceature on whoſe 
Nature: Immortality was never conferred , —_— 
more be-properly un Evil, than the Former. 


of Aion, - be- (en 
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As to the Evils of AMi Aion x Sulteing, d 55 
either reſpett Brute-Beaith, or Men cndued with 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, Tue 


No ONE Kind could ſo repleniſh ths Fagth ith Inbabitants, 2 
zow it is repleniſhed by the different Monuments of the Creator's 
2 bunty „vor could hn eq Mulütude of ONE Kind be to well fat - 
iti64 with the Neceſiries of Life by it's tottuRtiank , as the different 
itide coriveniently re 4 6h the colitrry; they would want many Ad- 


aftages for the comfortable Enjoyment pf Life , which they 
doſteſs. — One of the different , inferior Species n not hinder 


Kere br thi Sbbätebeb de dddtber; Vit iber Id a Herd, And, fer 

he moſt part, a different Proviſion nad tor every one d them. 80 

hat a mnltiform Appearance of the Nan Life i is only a more exten 

Ive Object of the divine Munificence to diſpla itſelf upon. 

Animals, indeed, hive different Kinds ah 

e e ' Bit, it dbes riot; 'theretore:; follow, that God is not 
to all, becauſe he has not wade them all E WAL. G 

8 noſe? is a Principle which does not exert itſelf to the utmoſt 

oy Aten Power , in'tvery Gngle EffeR it produces . = Whetl 

ducted by Wiklom, i it's Exerciſe is accommodated to the Conditi 

| f the Objetts,. But , whatever DiſtinQion there may be; or boweve 


ence for Complaint agelüſt the Gbb duet of the Creator; from the 
ondition He appoints to any Creature, when Good is prevalent i 
d, at the worſt and loweſt, is really better than Non-Exiſtence. 
145 brute ie to be nc ed ged go6d 3)avd the Autbor of it 
8 vol EN r, in'which Good prevails, tho not wihout an Admix- 
Evil, and which, therefore, is better than Annihilation. 
Serm. XXXIII. 
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for whoſe Sake they vere chiefly made, and to 
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Ra Of the Goddneſs of God. 


Y The Sufferings -which- Nature iaflids upon the 


Nrute · Creation are very few ; the greateſt they 
meet · with are from Men, and upon their Account, 


whoſe reaſonable Uſe and gentle Dominion they 
were conſigned, — It is neceſſary, from the very Na- 
ak of thelc Creatures , n that they Wale be rar. 
„But, 

hi doth in no way contradict Ader the wit 
650 or Goodneſs of God to make them, becauſe all 
theſe Pains are, (for the moſt Part,) fully recoin- 
penſed by the Pleaſures they enjoy in Lurz, Bur, 
Wu ſhould a living Man complain? a Man, for 
thoſe very Puniſhments,“ which he himſelf inflicts, 
contrary to the Intent, and to the * a 
mand of God againſt it 1 But, 


However it be, yet of this we are ende oy 


ſoffer chiefly from us, and upon our Account; in- 
deed, the Scriptures tell us that they ſuffer for our 
Sakes. The whole Creation gtoaneth, and is in 
bondage, for the Sin of Man. — And it is not 
unreaſonable, that they, Being made principally 
for Man, ſhould ſuffer upon his Account, as Part 
ol his Goods and Ron, ſinful Nike a gg * 


„ 
he | "As for the Aion and Sufferings which be- 
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| ObjeRions anſwered. $9 


full Mr, theſe are notwatorat, (a) & primary 

 fiGo8's taking, but iche Refuk and Fruit of our 
own Dcings, the Effects and Conſequences of the 
* Uſe'of our 'own Liberty und Free- Choiee. 


In Conſequence of Tranſgreſſion., indeed, (42 
Puniſhmment for Sin, and more affectually to pre- 
vent from it,) we readily allow, that Natural-Exil 
5 Unhappineſs, ſuch as Sickneſs., and Pain, and 

eath, is not only permitted by the Deity; but that 
his Providence is the Cauſe of it, as well as of other 
Appearances in the World. He is purticularly 
the Author of Life ; and all it's Ewoyments are de- 
rived from his Bounty. It would be unreaſonable, 
therefore, not to attribute to him the appointed 
Changes of our Condition, und co alledge that he 
gives Joy, but not Grief ; Health, but not Stekneſs; 
& that he is the Author of Life, but not of Death: 
feeing Events of one Kind as unturally fall-out in 
the uſual Courſe of things, as the other: and if 
s in chere be but one Government of the World, all 
not Wl things mult be equally under it's Direction. rie 
ally Scriptures , therefore, which do fo fully affert the 
Part WW Goodneſs of God, do at the ſame time, declare as 


expresſly 
(A) Man at firft medelonedly created immortal, (See Wiſdom, 


bes i, 23) conſequently , gs Tranſgrefhon , would have oy * 
fall * Serm. XXIII. 0 


. 


expresſly, that xA Tux A Evil, [viz] the Sufferings 


60 of the Goodneſs of God. 


of Senſitive and Intelligent · Beings, proceed from 
him (a) as truly as their Happineſs | 


Upon the Suppoſition of Sin, the Evils of Af- 48 
flition and Suffering are govd , becauſe they are of 
great Uſe to us, and ſerve to admirable Purpoſes 0 0 
[viz] As they ate a Puniſhment to Sin, thereby 0 
preventing & remedying more & greater Evils (3) Wy-% 
they being the Occaſions alſo, and Matter of 1 a 
0 | 5 


of 

lt is: moſt worthy of our. 1 Conbideration, le 
Shad thro the whole Condition. of Being in this Wl it” 
World, (as under the Government of God,) our W. 
greateſt Good is uniformly purſued , by the Diſ- WM ric 
cipline of his Providence, in our Afflictions. 9 
Virtue is acknowledged by all Wiſe-Men to be 
the greateſt Good, the higheſt Perfection and Hap- Wl Gr 
pineſs of the Human-Nature. — Whatever, there- , 
fore, has a Tendency to promote THar, is for our 
Good; and may be attributed, not to a malevolent by 
Deſign, but rather to the Appointment of a gracious IM tie; 
and compoſſionate Father. Now, r eee. 


5 [A) Iſaiah 44, 7. — Amos 4, 6. — Pſalm 104, 29. 


ny Deut. 33, 39+ ; 8 


r eee Supply 
our Luxury, — OO 
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eee preſent, Infir- 
Ain that e ane liable to ſo many Temptations of 
vanidus, Kinda, eſpecially in a-proſperous and; erfy 
Stats of.g@urward: Things, which affords. the plenti- 


ful: Meanyof a free Iodulgence in che Gratification 
„our lower Apperites.& Pulſians, (a), chat very. few 


of. Mankind maintain their! virtuqus· Iategtity 
vniatertupted, and eſcape, de me. 
in the World thro Luft,” b 
At leaſt, it may be ſald af et) eee 
of che 3857 that, they are in Danger of being, miſ- 
led from the Faths of Righteouſneſs; & neglecting 
ir'sſuperior Pleaſures, in a conſtant Series of flowing 
worldly Enjoyments. -—:There, ara divine Correc- 
i tions profitable to them; and | Pains, Sickneſs, and 
Bbictreſſes of various Sorts; wiſely diſpenſed by Pro- 
be vidence, tending to abate their Reliſh for inferior 
lap- Gratifications, and put the Mind. on purſuing the 
ere - ¶ more noble and ſolid een which ariſes * 
our I che Praftice. of Virtue; |, . 
lent WH . God tracheth Men Tomperaace by Wantz Par 
1008 tence. by Reproach, and Sufferings ; - Charity. by 
Perſceution; and Pity and Compaſſion: to "PS 
ence by grievous: Pains upon | themſelves 50 EK 
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Wut of God in all things; and an vnſunken Con- 


2 


Ii the immediate Occabion'of . n 
N 200” the higheſt Moral-Improvements Which the 


* 


Mind is capable of: Equanimity in al the Chan- 
ges of ohr outward Condition : Reſignation tothe 


fidence in him ; - Theſe, -with others of tike' Im 
pore,” (che natural EffeRts of our ow Soſferiogꝭ /) 
Vill appear to our'Thoughts ; (in Speculation it- 
ſelf,) the moſt lovely Parts of a beautiſul Mortl- 
Character. But, the Heart that is conſcious of 
having practiſed them”, has arrived to the very 
Height of Self: Enjoywiand] and poſſeſſes the great 
eſt Felicity which the human Soul; in der, en 
State, can poſſibly attaim to 
The Benefit of Afflictions to aur 255 make a 
right Uſe of them, is unſpeakable The Apoſtle is 
| confident to this Purpoſe We know, (ſaith he,) 
that All Things work-rogether for Good to them 
that love God: - They either correct and amend 
in us whatever offends the Fyes of our Heavenly 
Father © br they try our Patience for the Example 


of others, that our Faith may be found in the Day 
of the Lord, laudible, 'gloriaus and mmm to 


de Increaſe of Glory and endleſs Felicity.” T 1d 


As to Things of this Life, an cheir future Ad- 


ventages, we ſee but a little Way before vs, and are 
f «WA. ene . % REY times 
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vften-cimes diſappbintet in -vur- greateſt Acqui- 
fictions, by Reaſon of Effects which they bring after 
chem ; und Tome-timies happy where moſt diſap- 
pointed : (a) Witness, Joſeph's Advancement from 
Slavery & Bondage : - Mordacai, from Perſecutiony * 
and the Children of Ifrael, after Forty- Years tedious . 
Wandering in the Wilderneſs . — God ſome=times 
effects things by the moſt 1xyzoBABLE Means ; in- 
deed, ſome-times, by ſuch as appear to Man, be- 
yond all Hope . — But, Theſe are his Ways, and 
by thefe doth he humble us, and prove us ; and 
from our Humility, & the Trial of our Faith, takes 
Occaſion 


* 


%% ⁵ wer rms Compaſs 


10 16 f our own Affairs in the preſent State, than that many things, which 
| ar firſt ſeemed to be grievous , upon a more thorough Countideration , 
he,) 4 the Effects they produce, and their remote Conſequencies, are tound 
hem de ſalutary ; whilſt thoſe , which have a flattering Appearance of 
nend Pleaſure, prove, in the INve, deſtructive. 
renly It is, t , neceflary , in Order to judge what is abſolutely 
% good or ill for a particular Being or Syſtem , that we ſhould know all 
ple irs Intereſts, and the whole of it's Exiſtence , with all their Relations 
Day and} Dependencies , and the laſt Reſult of all F vents concerning it . 
te; to ot, with ReſpeR to Individuals of Mankind, and much more, with 
oy id Reſpect to rhe whole Rational-Creation, theſe are Points far above the 


Reach of Human Underſtanding. For, Who can take upon him to 
fay,that an Event is altogether bad, and was fo intended by the All- 
Direfting-Caufe, who does not Know the ConneQion-it bas with other 
Events, paſt and future ; which , if it were known, might ſho it to by | 
nſeparable ftom a Scheme, in the whole, we e rem 

lom and W derm — er 


Of the Goodneſßb of God. 


e to do us the greater Good an de latter 
| Xi Be (6 Wh ia"; LM” 
We ought , Utara to 3 4 apo. 1 
Prue” theſe things; for, if they are nor ſanRified 
to us in theſe Ways, they become double Croſſes. 
They are, undoubtedly, grie vous in themſelves; 
peverchedils; (as ſaith the Apoſtle,) they bring-forth 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs to them that 
15 exerciſed therewith,” (A) | 
' Moly David gives a great Teſtimony of thi . 
golf Affliction, from his own Experience: «Before 
I was afflicted, (ſays he,) I went aſtray, but now 
have 1 kept thy Word.” Again, At is good for 
me that I have been afflicted , that I might learn 

thy Statutes.” (B) Beſides, _ 

The Evils of Suffering, (patiently ſubmitred-to, 
and duly born,) do greatly contribute to the la- 
creaſe of our Happineſs. 

All the Perſecutions and Solvrings of good Men 
in this Life, as they hereby do approve their Virtue, 
d work for them a far more exceeding „ and an 

eternal 


(A] See Heb. hab 14. 
() «Let a Man live but a few Years without AMiQion , 2 he 


9 wil be almoſt good for nothing; He can neither pray , nor meditate, 


nor keep bis Heart fixed upon ſpiritual things : — But, let God but 
afli& him in his Child , in his Health , or Eſtate , and his ABT 


immediately return and be awakes to his Duty igcarneſt,” 


- 


wh 
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eternab Weight of Glory. (a) Now, —- If they 
contribute to our e | 


we C 
eh bur fottetiinss happened to good Men, ſeems to furwiſh a plau 
üble Argument agaioft the Equity and Goodneſs of the Divine G- 
vernment. But, upon a thorough Examination, we ſhall be ſativfied 
that it is coaikſtent, not only with perfe&t Righteouſneſs, but alſo-with 
God's wok tender und compaſſionate Cure for his faithful Servants; « 
The greatett Publick-Good alſo deing effected dy it. | 
Virtue is ſo far from being the leſs im their Eſteem , oryieiding 
Gems the leſs Satisfaction of Mind, becauſe they tuiter for it; that, on 
the contravy, it is hereby endeared to them, and a greater Confidence 
and Security ariſe from it. For, true Goode hereby appears in all 
{t's Dignity and Beiuty , - tranipling over every thing that comes in 
Evthpetiticn with it ; - arid, ie is impoſſible for the fincere , ſelſ appro- 
ving Mind, to think that it's Cave; und the Condition of it's Friends, 
Fowever opprefied at the preſent, can always be unhappy. Befides, 
Integrity never ines with fo bright u Loftre, nor appears ſo ami< 
able as in the great Trials of AMiction. Te tee a Man tirugghog with 
Difficulties ; to which one would think Human - Nature is utterly une- 
gu, - oppreſſed with Reproaches und Injurirs of all Sorts , - with u 
Men Trin of vexativas Diſappbititments, - with tormenting Paine, and con- 
thiudſy enpuled to the very laſt Exttemities of Suffering; Yet fill 
«poſſeſſing his Squl in Patience,” maintaining an undiſturbed Equani- 
d an-, 2nd reſolutely adhering to the Cavie of E:uth and his Duty, by 


raal deſerting which he might deliver bimielf out of all his Troubles. 

V | This is certainly the nobleſt Teſtimony tbat can be given to vir- 
e e FIR, 

OE in Witneſs to it - 

wb Mow often have Perfecutors theadſelrevrelemted, (not to mentipn” 

Po 5þ6ftatore;) und eve been won ie the Love of Goodnets by the gioti 
ous Examples of invineible Fortitede, Patience and Meckaeſs of the. 
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96 Of the Goodneſs of God, 
they Ae go0d;'s und God. un bringing them 


p U8,7 0 45 c d 14 e Fay 


led . the Errors of the Wicked , been animated to a couragi- 
| pus and perſeuering Steadfalineſs.in Well · doing ? It js te, 
That even in Ordinary Life, Example has very great Force : per, 
baps, nothing bath contributed more to; preſerve the Reputation of 
Virtue, and to propagate it among Mankind, than, their ſeeing all Ex» 
cuſes and ObjeRions againſt the Practice of it_effeAually refured.by 
the unaffected Piety, the hardy Temperance, the inflexible Juſtice-and 
diffaſive Charity of frail Mortals like themſelves , who- bave tbe ſame 
i Na ture, and the fame Temptations to the oppolite Vices. 
But till, Exemplary Virtue ſhines more iltuftrioufly under Trials; 
For, as then the Strength of good Diſpoſitions appears the greater, it 
muſt proportionably have the more powerful Influence. 
To Men, therefore, gain-ſaying to every Motion of Grace, where 
other Motives cannot prevail, we muſt refertheſe lively den. and 
the Finger of Silence muſt reſt upon their Tongnes. 
surely then , a good Man will think all the: Adveriites of this Lifs 
2 recompenſed , when they not only produce Fruits © adyanta- 
geous to himſelf , and are the Means of his growing in Virtue 4. but 
are ſo heneficial ta Mankind, - tending to reclaim them from their evil 
Ways, and to reſtore true Piety and Goodneſs among them , — Ends 
truly worthy of God, « of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs , - and was 
eminently completed in all the Sufferings of our Bleſſed Redeemer, o- 
ver and above his expiatingour Sins by this Means. | 
From Ins base, eee eee ue Sede we e 
the proſperous, and admire the unſortunste. = Where a Man ſuffers 
Difficulty, and overcomes it by Conſideration; Res ſon and Argument, 
od 15oks upon it av more eminently virtuos. If there be un Obs 
je& worthy of the divine , complacent Inſpection , u is that of a Soul, 
tercowing Difficulties, by daring to attempt hem. Providence is 
Pleaſed to ſee great and noble Souls ſtruggling. vith, Difficulties , and 
de fers their Reward,, that it may grom greater by Delay... + 
deln Being , infinitely happy.« can haye na ſe}fiſh. or malignant Paſ- 
Sous to gratify ; and therefore , mult negefavily.defire the Happineſo 
of 


„ 


Lag od 64) . 
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Ode de. 1 


* 


Foe let him do. what ſeemeth bim good” — « 

is the. L. rd, all whoſe. Ways arg. Verity and Judgs 
ment, ere Mercy.aod Truth, tg ſych as keep hig 
_—_— and r his eee to * 


| in this World, Howsvzs, or upon'Wraraves they 
ame are exerciſed , are not inconſiſtent with the Goods 
neſs of God, in PR Ren or hats. hs them 


ex, it N us,” MN , 


avere I Another ObjeRian, is, reſpediing the final Ter- 


een of Life, > "If Life be. good ax alle. 


„1% would have been 2 greater Manifcſtation of th 
amt TR to. have. cqntinued it nV ZR.“ 


ar evil The Duration of Animal -Life is fixed by the 
mere Pleaſure of it 8 Author, , as well as the Degrees 
of ire erſection while i it does « continue, — 10 me 


be 


of al bjs Pee e to their Were . & Capacities 
And, fince the Defigns of an All-powerful Being can never be fruſtra- 
ted, it follows, that they will be finally happy, tho, probably, 'by ſuch 
n Djjcipliae, as his all-perſeQt Wiſdow knows to be beſt . 

; — — If this Reaſoning fail, 
' + ++ - The pillar'd Firmament is Rottenneſs, - Alen 


6 ed of of all * 


hes. ts all. Gog', $ Diſpenſations,) elt! is 25 


Thus far, ies ie, the hee incident - 


2 God Earth's Frm Baſe js bulk wn Stubben, 1 


* Of the Goodneſi of God. 


be i it longer or ſhorter, Juſt 10 he thinks-fit, without 
any Reproach on his Beneficence. — If upon the 
whole, it's Exiſtence ip preferable to the cotitrary; as 
having in it more Pleaſure than Pain, the Shortneſs 
of it's Continuance can no more redfonably" be ob- 
jected againſt the Creator's Goodneſs, than the Im. 
perfection of it's Frame and State when compared 
with Creatures of an higher Order. — Is not God | 
to be acknowledged good to his living Creatures 
on the Earth, if he communicates to them all the 
Happineſs they are capable of, tho he does not 
perpetuate that Being? — And, is not a Meaſure 
of Enjoyment diſtributed among a Mur rrrUbE of 
ſhort-lived Beings, as great a Manifeſtation of Be- 
nevolence, as the ſame Meaſure of Enjoyment con- 
tinued longer in the Poſſeſſion of a Few ? — the 
Preſervation of the Animal-Species i in a Succeſſion 
of Individuals, (which is the eſtabliſhed Law of 
their Nature,) is no Ground of Objection againſt 
the Goodneſs of God to them; fince , if by that 
Method the Exerciſe of it to $OMB is SHORTENED 
in Duration, the Objects of it are Mor.TIeLIED, 
and it is exerciſed towards a greater Number. 


Indeed, by this conſtant Succeſſion of the Ani- 
mal Creation, every Production hath a freſh En- 
Jjoyment of it's Creator's Bounty. But further, | 


3 
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505 4050 abo Een Sin, it · ia aid bew is! it con- 


an Evil to come into the World 
For Auſwer to this, let it b briefiy-noted, that ic 


of God, to make a Creature. of fuck: a Frame, uv to 
be capable of having it's ales TAILED Oy 
te the Reward of it. . 

The Goodneſs of God dig is \ ſuficienely 
vindicated , in that he created us upright at firſt, 
and made us capable of Happineſs, and gave us 
ſufficient Direction and Power for the attaining of 
that End; & it doth i in do Way contradict bis Good- 
neſs, in that the doth not vpbold. us againlt our 


12478 


poſe to prevent us from Evil.” 


the Determination of his Counſet, and not let Man 
be the, Creature he made him, Fkk. (a) This had” 
been to deſtroy the Virtue: of. Obedience, and the 
End of Reward ; for, what Praiſe, what Commen- 
* i tg. in not ARR Aas * Cannot 
7 = F115 34 T4646 doll, 


IN) 


be never does, (it may berſaid in forme. Senſe, cannat do, Dany 
bing, but «hat.is.agreeable-to them Anl. Healways acts ſoitably- 


aH OWN, Cr EE om 
Tawecs which He has * us. Serm, XXXIII. 


ſ ant wich the Goodugſa of God eo permit fo great 


dbth dot at all contradict the Wiſdom or Goodnem 


will * nor, by his cg, Kue and woo un 


This had been to alter the . of 8 and. 4 


by The Attributes of Got „ ; 
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dontinued ſo, though: afterwards he wilfully deter- 


both of the Moral-Good and Evil, which is done by it. 


Evil. — The Capacity is derived wholly from God, and is preſerved 


erof making a wrong Choice, 4's, 20K 
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eo ot the — God. = — 3 
40 ad- Miert in d6iegtthert only which we AO 
dur do? — There-canihe no Vircue; where there 
is no Room for Vice. (A Jar eee 7 2 7 as 
It ĩs ſufficient that God made Man good:at rixsr, 
Phones mutable, and that he had a Power to have 


mined himſelf to Evil.» This acquits the Goodneſi 
of God, that *he made Man uptight at firſt, but he 
oy out to EPs een i) 

1 | * Whether 


0 Nil pot oe u e en 
n) The Human · Mind neceſſarily. appears to itſelf the Cauſe 


a* = «© — . ** 


wWuen our Hearts reproach us for doing Wrong, we ure confeious 
of go Conſtraint, but that it was our own Choice ; & we are furniſhed 
with all the Defences againſt it which we could expect or deſire as 
Free-Agents , & which might have been effeRual, if we bad carefully 
uſed; them, and duly exerciſed'our own Reaſon. Again, N 

When our Conſciences approve us for having done Right, we are 
fenfible that we acted with equal Freedom, which is the very Ground 
of inward Satisfaction; and that no Power is wanting to that moral 
Jategriry, which yields true Self: Enjoyment. © 

The Mind, therefore, appears to irſelf the Cauſe both of Good & 


by, Him; but the particular Determination'is wholly from Ourſelves, 
y influenced ſo far as is conſiſtent with our Free · Agency, by ſetting 
before us ſufficient Motives to Good er numme Wer 


We muſt; then, be 5 Ga a 
Ga Henan Diakiiudied'as: defeRive to the Purpoſes of Virtue j and 
ehireby of Happineſs has impechig dec of ifs Author 


rer a+ 8 


© Objedtigns bee, 191 


ee eee Mes, is nor for us tg er- 


it, though. with Power ſuficient (through his AGE 


withſtand it; — It becomes vs, therefore, father 
thankfully ta uſe the Means thay gde give through 
his Benignity, to canquer it, than repige and quar- 


b to ua. But, 
ther A chief Coofiderwtion far! ay bien a 


tur. ding this Subject, and vindicating the Divine - Per- 


| WK feftions, is, that God over-rules the Moral-Evil 
Cauſe which his Providence 2 ied that | it becoantes 


4; 7; 773 WW 1 


Er ve are 8 Wen 5 we 1 with ul qhich 


fire a 
efully 15 neceſſary, & know of no Power that j is wanting to our doing Good | > 
* and eſchuing Evil z, and which, therefore, we cannot help thinking ds 


Ins high Privilege, raiſing us above the Condition of many other 
18%, dad w u the Foundation of noble Enjoyments, 24 
7050 n 8 ies, 78 bim in th 
fo bf his Counſel. "If thou wilt to keep'the Commandwerits, arid 
eee ne hath fet Fire and Water de: 
; thee , Stretch ſorth thy Hand unto whither thou wilt . — i.” 
is Life and Death, and whither bim liketh, ſhall be given bin. 
ab If the Divine PerfeBtions required thay $in _ fore 
he prevented, or not at all permitted , they er that ſpch a Bein 


arcely any conſiderate Perſon will have the Hardineſs to affirm. 


erly, it is not Liberty that expoſes us to Miſery , but only the Abuſe 
of Liberty. — It is true, Liberty makes Men capable of Sin, and con- 
Shqventhy fiable to Milery j "either of which they could poſſibly be , 
without Piberty. But he that wil fay ebery mint in an lniperfedtion,, 
Vzithe Abuls of which a Creature may bee oe move” onhippy,'thais if 
oda tun ever given it cht Poker ut alf; inblt thy W's dee hk 
ore excallent aud perfetter Creatu re than Mar; | becauſe it is is Hot 24 
pable of mating itſelf mitbrable; as Mans, And; by the fame” Argi- 


Wbethes m prevent Jin Nu would-be a Be- 
miaes (a) i bath plagſed God, o make us liable th 
tance;, which ia never wanting ta the faichful,), to 


rel at the Wiſdom as oo 


as MAN in a State of Probation , ſhould not be created : = 


At to the ObjeQtion itſelf, that Liberty is a great Imperſection, be- 3 
uſe it is the Occaſion of all Sin and Miſery ; If we would — 


a M ad 'Knowltdge, alid'every other Pet At, with" Exill 


TOUGH mot be withrabte; nts Decent of Comnmbrrout pe noe 
wo! The Truth; therefore, is} The Anale Hue (i.e) the Cors 
ee IE . "has, eee ee 


br R 4 


Kare itſelf; wilt de prov'sto be Imperſectiohi betiule; Githourtliews 


—— — * 
Y A 
/ 


e or the Goodneſs"of God. 1 5 "= 4 


dontinued ſo, though: afterwards. he wilfully deter- 


a both of the Moral-Good and Evil, which is done by Wd” 


| Integrity, which yields true Self: Enjoyment. 


| the Human-Conftitution as deſective to the Purpoſes of Virtue; and 4 


do and · Merit in dag; that tou which ene 
dur do? — There can he no Virtuell where i there 
is no Room for Vice. (AY 6901 nei 07. $4 oi 
It ĩs fufficient that God made Man good at rar, 
though mutable., and that he had a Power to have 


mined himſelf to Evil. This acquits the-Goodneſs 
of God, that he made Man upfight at firſt, but he 
Gans out to himſelf oy OA © b 

. Whether 


04) Na unto c,, e eee 
(B) The Human- Mind neceſſarily. appears, to Itſelf the. Cauſe 


When our Hearts reproach us for doing Wrong, we are conftiovs 
of go Conſtraint , but that it was our own Choice; & we are furniſhed 
with all the Defences againſt it which we could expect or deſire as 
Free-Agents , & which might have been effetual, if we bad carefully 
uſed: them, and duly exerciſed our own Reaſon. Again, T 

| When our Conſciences approve us for having done Right, we are 
add that we acted with equal Freedom, which is the very Ground 
of inward Satisfaction; and that no Power is wanting to that moral 


The Mind, therefore, appears to itſelf the Cauſe both of Good & 
Ey. — The Capacity is derived wholly from God , and is preſerved 
by Him ; but the particular Determination is wholly from Ourſelves, 
only influenced ſo far as is conſiſtent with our Free · Agency, by ſetting 
before us ſufficient Motives to Good z yer the Mind hasn natural Pow- * 


erof making a wrong Choice. n Ry} 4 


We maſt; then, be edudemneld. by wat cnn Aiertr {ie charging N 


E i e e e prey 1 
„neee ſince 


e ede, 5. 101 


acks-taithe 8qn of Nes, is got for us dq Ster- 
wies (4); Ke bath plagſed God 0 make us liable ta 
in. though, with Power ſufioient (through his AGE 
tance;, which ia never wanting ta the faichful, ) to 
withſtand ity — It becomes vs, therefore, father 
chankfully'to uſe the Means thay v5e- gives through 
e to conquer it, than repige and qua» 


to ua. But, 
A chief Cooliderwign far: our rightly * 


fections, is, that God over- rules the Moral-Evil 
which his Providence permits, ſo that it becomes 
the Occafion' of ' Tha 
be — alone Goode diy 5 wr 2s for or Liberty itſelf, 
u is great Perfection Aud the mote perfe@ any” Crenture is, the 
more perſe&'ivies Liberty : And te perfetteſt: Liberty of all. is ſuch 
Liberty, as can never by an Ignorance, Deceit, or Corruption, be bi-, 
aſſed or diveited from Choofing , (what 3s the proper ObjeRt of Pros 
Cioice,) the greart#'Go6d. For tine Reaſon it de, that'Liberty is i 
the higheſt & compjerelt Degree in God BeH Every At, Is which 
5 he exerciſes any Moral Attribute, as Goodneſs, Juſtice, or Truth, p pro- 
64 & ceeding froin the molt Perfect Liberty and Freeft Choice; without 
which, "Ocotnefs would notbe'Goodnefs,, tor Juſtice and Troth any 
easier we ming, in the very” Idea & formal Nation {of dem, 
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10 Of the Goodneſs 'of Ged. 
Tho he has laid n under an fviAdble Law not 
to do Evil that Good ma y romes "2 oyer is he under 
no ſuch Reſtraint dy the rde bo and Goods 
neſs of his Nature; — he maß ſu ffer his Crea. 
utes; (to far ſuffer, as bot to hiader (them by an 
zirreſiſtable Exertion of his 'Alalighty-Power,) to 
deviate voluntarily ſrom the Rule of Right!) itz 
tending to take the Opportunity from'their Errors 
of manifeſting his Wiſdom and other Attributes 
in a glorious Manner, and of producing: ny 
1 the ep Beneficial to his'CreaGion,) As, 


Firſt, 16 is evident that bi own GA 
3 diſplayed in Conſequence of the Sit ins 4 
his Creatures, and particularly of Mankiod. Oh mats 
The perfect Purity of his Nature, or his Averſion 
to Evil, could not have appt arca'fo fully , If Evil 
nad never been ; · not his impattial diſtinguiſhing. 
Juſtiee in rendering to a Moral Agents according 

to their Works. But, above all, his Goodpefſs ; by 
the Gecaſion. of Sin, ſhines maryelouſly 4 = his 4 
tience is exerciſed towards his guilty Creatutes ; be 
ſhows 2 Defire to the offending Works of his 'own' 
Hands, and is kind & good to the unthank ful and 
kv, at the ſame time that he has Indignation a- 
| gaioſt. their Crimes 5 And parSoning Merey , of 
which there could bare been no Notion in a State 


I. 1X re 8 of 


A the moſt amiable 
Gores of the Deity; In this Senſe; moſt pro. 


Hon of che Wiſe⸗Man, The Lord Heth inade all 


dar of xvir., 1. gr | ent * 7441 


God has taken Occaſion from the Sins of Men, to 
manifeſt his own Perfections the more illuſtriouſly, 
it follows, indeed, that he has erected a Monument 
to his own Glory ; but, how does it turn to the Good 
of his Creatures ? OY 

la anſwer to this i it ĩs ſaid, that the Glory of God 
and the Happineſs of the Intelligent -Part of the 
Creation are inſeparable : that whatever manifeſts 
the FORMER, actually does, and was by God enn 
to promote the LATTER. 


The Diſplay of his Powet wha Wisdom, even in 


deſigned for the Benefit of Rational-Beings in con- 
templating and enjoying it; for which Purpoſe all 
the Parts of the Material- World, (known to us,) 
are fitted in a wonderful Variety. — Much more 
the Exerciſe of the Divine-Attributes, (& eſpecial 
Goodhefs towards Moral-Agetits themſelves,) has a 


direct Tendency to excite in them; and i ſo in other 


vidly, it is, that'we are to underſtand tit Expref- 


things for Ntusxrr, You" "mea the wicked or ti 


Il it be ſaid, that Phy" r chat | 


Inanimate - Nature, muſt be ſuppoſed to be principally 


| 
1 
1 
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e Of the Goodneſs of God. 


: incelligent Beings who ate not the immediate Ob- 
Jects of it, pious and devout Affections, naturally 


could poſſibly have been Occaſion ſor. But, 


over- ruled by divine Providence, as to afford, by 
the Conſequences of it, an Oecaſion ſor the various 
Exerciſe of Virtue, and thereby advancing the true ¶ fo 


-accompanied with an high Enjoyment z and there- 
dy co promote Virtue , and univerſal rational Hap- 
Ppineſs, more than in a different State of things there 


Over and above this; the Permiſſion of Sin is fo 


Perſection and Happineſs of the human Nature of 
Hereby the Integrity of good Men is tried, with m 
their Patience and Confidence in God, all which ff 


are finiſhing and moſt . Parts of a beautiful pt 


Moral- Character. But, af 


| / "Beſides this, — We may further 8 15 In 


the Paſſions and Frailties of Men tending to Ani- Wil of 
moſity and Diſcord , are directly and immediately en 
the Occaſion to oTrERs of practiſing the moſt ex- P. 
.cellent Virtues ; they are the Occaſions of their ; 
exereiſing Forbearance, Meekneſs, and the Forgive- 
neſs of Injurics, all ſum'd-up in Benevolence , the 
nobleſt Affection of the Mind. — Theſe virtuous 
Diſpoſitions, by thus variouſly excrting themſelves, 
are greatly ſtrengthened, and, by Conſequence, the 
Capacity of the, Mind for various rational Enjoy- er. 
Jo Is IR Pro- Wl: 
bation - 


q % .# 
{ N . ** 
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bation; and-confirmed-Exerciſe of their Virtues a- 


Ob- 

ally A gains contraty:Tendency, or violent Temptation, 
cre- leys a Foundation: forfurther:Improvementin-Goods 
ap- nest and brings a Reward, the Return of true and 


ſolid:Ptrafure; ſo that from this State of- lufirmiiꝶ 
and Diſeipline, the Mind naturally grows» up to a 
more exalted Virtues and to an Inereaſe of, Hap- 
pineſs, hic h. other wiſe it could noi be oapable of 

We know not, indeed, what Room there mighit be 
for a Diverſity of virtuous Exerciſes, even in a State 
re |. of perfect Innocence, whereby good Affections 
with might be confirmed, and the Satisfaction reſulting 
chich from thence, increaſed. But, we know that in our 
utiful ¶ preſent State, ſome very important Branches both 

af Picty and Charity are occafioned' by the Moral 
Imperfections of Men, as well as by ſome Degrees. 
of miſery z and that the Practice of theſe Virtues, 
eminently contribures both to- the Private and 
Publick-Good. 

Upon the Whole; Who that n the 
Privileges of our Nature, and the various Enjoy- 
ments which belong to the general} Condition of 
Men, together with that Meafure of Perfection and 
Felicity vhch we have in Proſpect, if we duly uſe\ 


Z 5 =] 


eren tho it be accompanied with the Plogard of mo- 
* "Eur and Unhappineſs, (Which in ul to be in- 


our own Power, and improve our Opportunities, 


406 Ol the Goodneſs of God. 


evrred by our own Faultʒ but may be avoided if we 
are hot. wanting to ourſelves , and we: may reaſon- 
ably hope, from the Goodneſs of God, ſor all neces. 
| fary Aſſiſtance in order to it,) / but muſt "think this: 
State, in the whole, preferable to Non-Exiſtence? 
And, if it appears to us preſerable ; then, it is td be 
- acknowledged coop , to the Praiſe of the Author's 
Benevolence, er AN net the n, —_ 
bility of it. 81 | 


© The Sum of what hath been 6ffered upon this 
Subject, is, that God is not the Author of moral 
Evil; nor did he FOKE-ORDAIN it in his everlaſting 
Counſels, as any Part of his Works : - On the Con · 
trary. He always diſapproves it, as an irregular Pro- 
duRtion ; of which the Creatures themſelves ire the 
ſole Cauſes ; and directly oppoſite to the eſſential 
Rectitude of his Nature: and hath, , therefore, affor- 
d every Means with his Alliance, for our effectu- 
7 n it, and 9 He is good in 
0 wholly from the Abu e Liberty); which God gave 
to cee ere and which it 
weoeffuachinand G0(Scdve Generate 
trat Gαιν tei A Colm ald; havenbus 
bat was neceſſary for the Perſectlon of the 
Aae 39 che COnangoo 204 eee 
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ke , thro pit Gen cher relied i it up & himſelf. 

ag theſe things bebte Gad, and yet centü- 

ar 66 thetn, what ah he Be in the Ed, be: 

Fr were ) his $ bargaiged-Rewärd, Death be 
t Fon his [abouts ? Beides a 

in chis, is, declares res his Goodaets A in th 

Ti hath old cached of check ting, aal. From 


Violition '6f his molt Last. Kita „err 


"ki is pecefſary , gest 1 85 Akon ts 
the K Reſt it of Mankin Net, ould be ee. re- 
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vs to Puniſhment z but rather let us 
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Vid hank Life add Death bile him, 
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iven Moll fitting Biſcburigement td che Bredch and 


Let vs, then, not quarrel. with the Divine Good+ | 


neſa,, bxcavſe; it doth, not. make us happy, whether | 
ve; will org, d oN rain ys. from) Sing | 
| ich ſobject 
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ovried by bur owe Fault büt may he ardided if 0 
ate hot wanting to ourſel ves, and ve may reaſon- 
 8bly hope, from the Goodneſs of God, for all neceſ. 
| fary Aſſiſtance in order to it,) / but muſt "think this 
State, in the whole, preferable to Non-Exiftence?' 
And, if it appears to us preſerable ; then, it is th be 
acknowledged coo ; to the Praiſe of the Author's 
2 , r Wu * eee ” ok 
vility of it. l en Wie 


The Sum of what wa been acer! vpon this 
Subject, is, that God is not the Author of moral 
Evil; nor did he FOKE-ORDAIN it in his everlaſting 
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Counſels, as any Part of his Works : :- - On the Con · 


"As es the Objeftivn cant Fans lin of God: 
is puniſhing evil Men, we are to rx member, as full 
Anſwer to it, that God is jusT and HOLY ,- as well 
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 thankſpliy rege ce 
he bank given us Ugder{taodings, d; lug 
tween & and Evil,” in-yhat A 

Will to chuſe the ont, and reſpſe 25 9 8 ps 


| Hath,youchſafe d 2 5 85 1 tg 
which erg“ 50 . Juſt... and good,” an ng, vob we 
muſt acknowles ige ara Our reah reaſonable Sery 4 | 


gements, moſt, poble Rewan 
and Aids to induce us to perform chem; and. 


ſent his Son to purchaſe for all; who. aQtually .re 
fy, a Deliverance from the Wrath ro come, Rut. 


+ To ner hl of al}, Diffculry..ix. ja, to, be obſ 
= : 


Nature and Maoner of t 
ras dener of the Wicked, (any. urn 


than i isi deter us. from Sjn,) is 

not e revealed to 45 et , ppl bg 10 
vir are 8 thin moſt «le; y detlaged" i Scrip- 
ture, abundantly ſulficient to ae the ele 


r G5 543 ndantly tu WIT 2 O 3ST PI — 
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5 "Firſt, * hat the Degrees off Ir ok int at 
pal State will de .exaQly pre n 0 the Deg! 
of Men's Demerits ; and even f ea tea 7. Tor 
ment itſelf will, wy Fe een Judge, be in rack 
W Weightand Medſiive,' And; nvf4 nn 14 f 
_ ”'$econdly, That the Poniſtimetitiefelf, {abſolurdly 
Peskiog,) will, "at Fedgment ,"itf the 
your * £2) wil 4 i AER 11 Bag: . 
Wldach GENE ane 


Nuthied ain Reaſon of. e thing , IL ſo juſt and 
neceſſary, that* out,“ (everrof Sinners 
chemſelves,) hall be. ſtopped” before God. ſtop · 
ped, not by Foxce and Pows ; 
Evipencs of Ri igt and Reaſon, . 
When Go : of his 
Saints,. to execute Judgment upon alli a it: ill be 
to convince Sinners not only of their ungodly 
Deeds, which they have committed, but alſo of their. 
hard 5 d which they have f g again! 


447 * 
himy” An 


«Qtually' inflicted upon them, in the Place of Tor- 
ment, even this ſhall be not only i in the. Preſence of 
God, but «Gn the Preſence of the hot Ang els "alſo, 
and in the Preſence of the Lamb,” 7 e) it "will 

fuch as is not only appointed by the lofinite Majeſ⸗ 
ty of God, the righteous ) udge c of all, but approve 
more- over by Men and Angels, 480 by n alſo 


ciful and compaſſionate High. Prieſt. Te” fr K 
Sufficient it is, that God, the ſupreme J udge' & 
Governor of all; will deal with evefy One 1 
onally to their reſpective Ge And wilt 
finally puniſh even incorrigible 'WitKediiefs THAf , 
not arbitrarily, but according to its juſt Deſerts ;- 
and in ſuch a Manner as will become Hiy whois 
ALL-wisz and GOOD, as well as PowzRTUL, | 


| Objettions anfirered. 109 


but by the cla 


When oh Puiiiicnt'of the Wicked ſhall” be 
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0 55 Eon by PA, Miſt W $407 any. dange- 
us Fre Preſurgprion , and al ſo engage 3nd excite vs to 
Duty, 1 in Gratitude. and Ingereſt, to adore and re- 
yerencre $9, gbey and truth, 10 {ay fu and ſub mit 
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in dll things. And, 1 en 1 * 5 
Hut, For InſtryRtiqn. [04815 Fl N 24, ie uh 7 4 
7; Since the Dirws-Geodack is, ond muſt be exer- 
ed topards all che proper Objcc ol Goodneſs, 
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0 in che bett dunner carries-on the greateſt ab- 
ſolute Good or Happineſs of the whole intelligent 


kurz Dominion. — He is; indeed; an abſdlute Sava 
reign,/and*can do whatſoever pleafeth him in He- 


n and Earth,” whoſe Power che united Strengrh. | 


of "the Creatures cannot refift;; “none can Nay his 
Hand, or ſay unto him, what doſt thou? = The 
TIDES Part of the Creation is under the fale 
Command oſ his irreſiſtable Win; le peaks aol 
it is done, he commands and qt ftands faſt 337” but 
bis Will is always for Good to the Beings which 
are the Objects of his Beneficence OI are 
W Fppoctse” | Indeed 


No other Reaſon can be bene for his wigs 
zhem into Brings than, ”y he was ſo good as to in 
tend the — of appineſs ; & there is no 
other End pyrſued 3 in the w hole of his Government 


to Happinefs of Miſery; avan arbitrary Sovereign , 
ind merely brcauſe He Wirt, chro Caprice, or 
Euſt of Domination, and to ſſiom ahem bis Greats 
deſt g but "is always invariably conducted by: thg 
noſt perfed Wiſdom, Fquityand Goodaeſa, and ſq 
ec vin the beſt Manner to promote the Advantsge of 


> _ 
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Syſtem, it is evideov that God does not act towürds 
any of bis reaſonable Creatures i the Way of aS 


over them. He never appoints 1.2 his Creatureb 
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112 Of the Goodneſs of God. ; 
the whole Cage and for the greateſt and 1 
abſolute Good. a $1730. ee 
Some Expreſſion of Scripture, indeed, have bern 
- interpreted to a different Senſe, and uaderſtood ; As 
Ggnifying that God appoints Men even to; rA 
Happineſs or Miſery, merely from an ablolute Will, 
without any Conſideration to their Behaviour. But, 
This is a Miſtake, as they refer only to TexyaraL 
Allotmeng of:Men , For, As in all the Works of 
God there is a beautiful Variety, ſome having high- 
er, ſome lower Degrees oſ Perfe&ion ; in which his 
| Wiſdom, and his Dominion are mayiteſted ; ſo his 
Providence makes a Diſtinction among Men with 
Reſpect to Gifts and outwatd Privileges, «dividing 
ſeverally to every Mas as He will.“ for the greatet 
Good of the Whole ; but He is good to all, & will 
ge the Whole of Mankind with the moſt impar- 
tial Equity, according to the Improvements made 
'of the Talents committed to _ and their Obe- 
dience to the Laws they were und Bot, 


fi 1 510 e 

Secondly, Is God good ?- Here then „is a noble 
eee for our Imitation; an Example which it is 
both our Duty, our Intereſt, and Perfection, to red 
ſemble as far as we are able, both in the GAuHRA“= 
Lad and Rzaurry. of the Divine Affection: And, 
Firſt Let us endeavour to imitate dis vn WIASAU 
9 y :::1Goodneſs 
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Süudac by ehdesvouring, m much 4s in e lies, 1 
the G00 d of all" Mankind. . This" indeed, we enn 
only d& by Our kurerce noas for alf tet; and theres | ot 
fore, let us not be of a mrrow, ſelf Spirit, zeafous 1 
only for Gurſelves, und our own Intereſts. But, as 4 
ve worſhip that God who is the Creator and 
Preſerver of all things, and that Jeſus, who ig the ; 0 
Redeemer of all Mankind, let oor Hearts be en- +1 
lirged, and our Zeal ardent in our Addrefies'w 1 
the God of Mercy, chat he would . have mercy up. 
on all Men;“ that He who is the Creator and Pre- 
ſerver of all Men, would be plexfed ro make his 
Ways Known ugto them, his faving Health unto all 
Natlons:“ that „He would bleſs and kerp all his 
People,” and that ll who-profeſs: and call them. 
ſelves Chriſtians may be led inte the Way of Truth, 
and höld the Faith in Unity of Spitic, in the Bond 
of Peace, and in Righteouineſs 'of Life.” Let ug y 
improve the Goodneſs of God into an Obligation” 8 
upon a» to perſorm all Offices of . | | 
Good=Will, and Charity to all. But, 4 
Since after all our Endeavours to imitate thi 
Gondne ſs. of God, we muſt neceflarily falls 
ſhort of it, let us, therefore, be more concerned te 
imitate the RAL Av of his Goodneſs, by ſhewing i it 
in Deeds as well as in Words, and by Ae 
$3 far as we are able, to the Inſtances of his Good 
Serm. XXXIV, neſa 
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LAY Of che Goodneſs of God. 
et defore, vs, +> The the Loſih is. exalted 
igh, far above all, yet hath he a Reſpeck unto 

5 lowly :” - «Az his Majeſty is, ſo alſo is his Morey” 
oo File is gone, Indeed, 4 0 IE 
The Goodneſs of God never appears in, no frriking 

| k Light, as when viewed i in ee uh by 

. Greatneſs, 

The Deſcription which is a of it. by the A- 
poſtle, (in this View,) calls for our particular At- 
tention. lt preſents us with the. moſt amiable 
Union of Condeſcenſion with Majeſty,'- of the Moy 
ral with the Natural - Perſections of God, which can 
pee be exhibited to the Imagination of Man. 

; «Every good Gift, and every perfect Giſt is from 
above, & cometh: down from the Father of Lights, 
with whom there is no Variableneſs, neither Shadow 
of Turning . The moſt independent of all Brings 
k repreſented as the moſt beneficent. = He, who 
is the eternal and immutable, exalted above all, & 
Mcapable of receiving Returns from any, is the li- 
beral 1 er ver We every thing that is 

* Wa e e 
* Let loch Views, therefore, of the Divine Nature 
hor only call-forth Gratitude and Praiſe; but alſo 
excite us to imitate what we adore. — Let them 
okay N N K g pe 9 ; STE 


2 UE e from 
475 


. 11 * 71 40 22 A A's At 


am 


type op + re. 8 ng er — 


” 
* 


* 
* if oF 1 p 4 1 * 
b 3 ö . - wy . 
| -” *oldferences. - 115 
| F 


ed | 
Fo stone amber. „ in ſa ſus frumbaiag un Degrs. 


dation of Character, that it is really our trueſtae- 


he. non, and our neareſt Naſomblanet to the great God 
of Hen wen Be wiſe , thereſom , Q Kings; and 


A- nes good to uy, His Ctesturts ? Then with 
At- bos muck greater Regfon mevle we be fo to d 
ible ether? Whar God is to us, that we ould e 
Mor deavour to be to others; this being the elnef Intent 
can ef bis diſplaying himfelF to us, tat we mould ner 
- (HY oniy admite; but reſemble hin as far as we eam & 


alſo to love one another; and manifeſt it in the 
ſincere and affeRionate Promotion both of. the . 
porab and ſpisitual 
Fhis, u iv is-the Chriſtidn's Duty, ſo by the 'fins 


latevreſts, For, "bY; 1 | : r —- * 
; If our Lord nach — 2 Biefſeinefs/ro thöfn 


- Bodies of his Servants, what Bleffednefk 
vil br not confer on them wid ſci them with the 


* hall *ſhine as the Stars for event: ve further, 
1 3 XXXIV. 


wg be joltcuRted. ye Ruler of the Larter Againg f 


0 engage us hetyts, tet uo confidey that this is cr. 
winly ous Duty y for; „if God i low vs; we ought. 
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bread of Life? According, d Prophet Danich 
ifares un, at thep vḧ αν̃ mhyere Righteouſs 
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"ns Of the Goodnds'of 8 


i This is 4 Wark which-rendefs 6s moſt gerte 
| moſt Te © the __ ne ie 
. {2 Prey 15 5 d dend 
We en reſemble: God more, or-more highly 
-{exalt Ourſelves, than in the conſtant and firicere 
Practice or Goodneſs, and Kindes, and Merey,' 
That which. is the Glory of the Supreme Being, 
and adds a Luſtre to all his other Perſections, muſt, 
even in the turzRioa Degree in which the reaſon- 
able Creatures are capble of it, be che higheſt Ex- 
 gellency of their Nature. Accordingly, Beneficence 
is always regarded among Men as the nobleſt Qua- 
Ility, as chat which ſigniſies the moſt perſect Charac- 

ter, and procures the moſt yniyerſal Eſteem. And, 
As thus we ſhall be perfect is our Heavenly - Fa- 
ther, and obtain the Approbetion of Men ; ſo the 
Conſciouſneſs of having merited it, & of poſſeſſing 
that excellent Quality, (always ſnowing itſelf by it's 
 . genvine Fruits,) will forever yield the greateſt in- 

ward Peace, and Security to our Minds; We ſhall 
reflect upon it with Pleaſure, and loo forward to 
Eternity with Confidence; for God will ſurely rewatd 
. them who fallow his Example, who with ſincere Af- 
| feion purſue the great Fad-of his ohn Admirdſtra- 
non, the wnrvensaL ee —— 
— a % on wn PT A} ion 
E | | \ {5 54% ns How 
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loſcrences. #7 


Bin happy, then, i the Man v -who conforms hig)- 
ſelf hereto: For, in this he is Pprayided ſor in ey 
thing, he hath fulfilled bis Duty, hath ſecured | is 
me and becomes like God, „Who is good, & 
ch god. — Fhuiee happy i is be, ad will be 
fer ei „ 1 042 N. 4 | 951 we 


 Reſpeding the Anduer otra Oldies 
concerning the AMiQions of Med, 1 would ogly 
abſerve, that as Gad means them to us for Goog, 
we ſhould be careful to improve them accordingly. 
For, like all gther. Means of Piety,) they da nog 
operate of themſelyes ta our Advantzge, without 
out on Coneyrrevce.z but according, to our diffes 
r have dir 
ferent Effects upon us. 6 e 


If, cherefore , (for Inſtance,) ve find that 0 
A®iAions have put ps upoo examiping more 

ftly. inug che State of our Souls - that gur Pride 
= Vanity has been humbled by N. Im 1 that they 


made. us mote ſenſible af our Dependence 3 
on God ; + that they have diſcovered to vs the 
cerity of our Love to him; - or have been in- 


Rrumentat id wearing? our | Aﬀet ions from this 
Warld, and raifing' them to the Deſite of Heaven 
ind heaventy things, then we may. icomfortablyt = 
hope, that the Defign-of God has hbetn offeted/in 
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4 to o ourſelves everlaſting Deſtruction. 
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4 "them, : and chatme, are ſo. much the ies "bd » vets 


Tx. for them, But, * 


, (on the Other Hand,) . > A. * 
in ourſelves theſe. good Effects from ou 4 aa ; 
if neither our Vices are reformed , nor our Graces 

improved by them; particularly, if we ſill Con- 
einue in the Practice of uny Sin br impenſtent for 
it, which the Nature of our Aſflictions more directiy 
points out to vs, then we may affure ourſelves that 
they are fo far from proſiting us, that they only 


diſcovet to us dur incorrigible Temper: that they, 


inſtebd of working · together for our Good: do, 


dn the contrary, prove the ſad Occaſion, of provo- 
king ' the Anger of God on pee 


ts 2 
. 5 e Aren 


It concerns u in an afflicted We? to 
{humble ourlelves under the mighty Hand of Goc 
that he may exalt us in due Time ; leaſt, inftes 


of reforming , by revolting more and more , we in- 
eraſe our Condemnation, and more 2 aſure 


' N 43s re 
1 8 Time here wank . & 
recommend the various Particulars which might 
here be aptly produced, I ſhall, therefore, but little 


more than barely mention ſome of them. And herey 


gibt 5. N 8 | 34-57 2 9 5 "4 A 
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ty due-Refleſtion da the  groat and ogptinual 
Goodyels d uf God mn. e 
ence 4 Goadpeſs, 10 e 0 — e 
ons; wy of Medigation , it iz impoſſible for the human 
aces i Heart deſignedly & deliberately to chipk of ic mighe 
con- out Pleaſure . — The Goodackh pf the Deicy in, ip 
it for Wl 4 pecpliar manner, above his other PerieGions 4 be- 
ectiy Wl ing 2itra Rive of our higheſt Efteem and Delight, 
chat They are all excellent in themſelves, abſcluce, agg 
ipdepradeot of apy ogher Beigg , negeſfery an hie 
Exienge, and igfigite : But, Beneficegce gives the 
faiſbing Height to his Chartgter, which is the juſt 
dies of ops fertig, gur Reverence and Love, 
ghe Faundesion of or Nope & Coptidence in him 
and moſt worthy tp he imitared y vg, 34 far a4 our 
limited Cap ity, and the Frailty of our Nature will 
permit . The Conſideration of Eternity & Immen.. 
Power and Wiſdom ; and indeed, of Holineſs 


ind 
fl x Mia with Admiratjon ; buy the Bounty of 


bis opening his Hand, and giving them that which 


yz convenient for them, and ſuitable ro their ſeveral 
Ngtures: This inſpires the Hegre of Man with 


Hops and Joy, and excites the beſt Affect ons, and 


t little 
I here, 
A Winoſt lovely. 
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aue abſtrated from Love & Kindneſs, may 


God 9 al} ſenfiive , & eſpeciolly rational Creatures, 


makes all A reſt of the divine Attributes appear 
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v0 of the @uedaili'of Goa. 


L nus tay orivd oclows Bid; hom Apo- 
ral Confiderationofthis'Goodnefs tou Us ; mate 
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manifeſt in the Works of Creation and Redempmom 005 
we Half did further Inctemenrs toe it) e enter E 
euch intd our own Hearts; & reſlert upbn Mis Kind: WII®" 
ag 0 bs, thro the whole Courfe'vf our" Lives by Mu- 
is Providence; Noz: „% wo BIO 
Mereies received, require Gratituile in Return 75 
and, as we are unable do return km Merry ſor Met. 
ty; and Kindaeſt for Ktödneſßb , Love ad Affecson Bil. 
ir bur boubden Dorf We citibot' bot love hit In. 
Tho firſt loved, and continuaſly: poureth hid Be. 2 
dent üpbn us: indeed; it I highly reaſonablettin FN." 
the Finsr Place iti our Mind: Woule be reſerved for þ 
hum, i whom we owe (If Kings, and to hom * K. 


dan make no other "Rerirn,” eee ww Toms t 


$73. Hs * 
REY PTY Wt, 


125 To 4405 Love zo we hall, neural ad the due 
Exibme: of Praiſe and Thankſgiviog.. re 
* This is hat out Reaſon, and the laſtin& of Gn- 
qirude. planted in our Nature, will teach us to \ pay, 
Y. him,.as to a kind ang gracious Bengfattor, It 
1 Debt cannot, indeed, but highly elteem a "beef. a D 
cen; Diſpoſirion wherever | it appears, 1 tho we ourſel- liſp 
1 he not partake of the Benefirs which flow from! it. ea. 
1 What Achnowlrdgments, then. 2 are due to the 
5 wire Bent factor, the original Author of all Hap» em 
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Hope frpend . Hin. Cempeſßon 19 vs iy got.lefs 
ned by cthe Diffuivench af his Libetality to the 
Reings/: Meare a much I a gnſl antiy 'caredefas 


tention “ Aud ſince f in the. infiaite Vagjety of his 
Creatuses ) which: are capable of Enjoyment, nos 
one vb glected, hau oùglit thoſe, hoſe Faculties 


to chſtiibute various Happinefai, ta j Jain, accarding 
a theig ſeveral. e PERS, the TY 


dine Goadaeſd, as if ie wersiconfined io avew; white 


1 {Whothers;; no leſe capable, arm overiovked & rejected j 
due tend co change the Idea of:the: Attribute | irfelf into 
1 . that of arbitrary. Will. 1 l en om 11 0 
3ra- Thee; Nenians ſeum to tale their Rite from tha 
pay, {vifiſh:Defives'; roo pteuabeat / in ſomo Minde of ea 


ing Happineſs by Way of :peculiar:Pripert ITY 5.64 
ja Diſt inction from their Fellows. Hütte to a welle 


rſel- {iiſpoſed; benevolent, Heart; the mo entenſive the, 
Im it. r aeudlence'appears , the more it is eſttemed z nd 


[cannot be'a more delighiful Qbjſt · af it's Gong 
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dun Kainz mas, & On whole Beunty all Hur furury 
v hn, as ifiwe ebe tho tie Abjedts.of his At- 
enable therm to diſtert; his Hand fo freely opened 
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522 ot the n be God. 


ks, reaching but IIs "M 
ain their Wanti' and making no other DiftinQion 
| than whit ariſeth from the different Qualificurions 
of the particular Object & whar Wildoin requires 
to bo made for the greater Advantage of the Mole. 
Thie, (which hath been hen tobe the. juſf iy 
of thinking concerning che Divine) Phflanthropy,) 
challengeth our moſt affe ctionate Efteemaigdeed,; 
mould raiſe it to the higheſt ration. And, 
by When we | conſider that the Cove of God is the 
poly Spring of our Happineſs, indeed, of all Hap: 
Pineſe, & that he does good; hot like needy Crew 
_ tures , (who give hoping for ſorhe thing again,) 
that the only Principle of his A&ions is pure Behe- 
wolence;z and: bis kind Intentions. terminate on the 
Happineſs of other Beings, the greateſt & moſt u- 
niverſal Happineſs,.as their ultimate End i do not 
| our moſt exalted Praiſes, the utinoſt Gratitude of 
6vr Souls, fink far beneath what we muſt acknow- 
edge to he due? What ſhall we render unto the 
Cord for all his Benefits? What Returns can we 
| make, which ſhall bear any Proportion to the Kind- 
neſe of his unmerited Affection, or to the ſovereign 
Free neſs of his Mercy, & the Extent of it's Fruits; 
for both ere cet only unparalleled ybut-excced our 
| nfion ? Surely it becomes us to celebrate 
is Glory, & to oſſer him Nrw of Thankf. 
b 29 u HH givings 
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„Bot further, Not only with our Lips, but in « our 
Lives alſo, ſhould we ſhow-forch this our Voice of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. As an earthly Parent is 
becter pleaſed Fr 
in His cuous Virtues, than 
With de Hat Saly the Praiſes of their the OA 
LOS wth we fa e M- Mee 
42.5 df Lives tid Abs bort cpe wnteq ? co te- 
As the Goodie bf Golf; Werke; 1 extend i 
cube, fidult chicfhy ea 
theſe things. E Hark offeren 
ſelf in 7 of Mercy ddt 6h, ii Cr. 

a, Preſervation, 1 Nedtmäpeiswu, and m All the | 
By KB bf e „ ker en 0s 110 
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As aching is more amiable than Goodneſs, fa 
nothing is more to be dreaded than Goodneſs deſpi 
ſed and Patience abuſed. Accordingly, we find. 
that. thoſe who deſpiſed the Goodneſs of God , 
which ſhould lead them to Repentance,” are aid | 
n Terms, very moving and fignificant,) to trea- | 3 
ſure up to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day « \ 
Wrath,” Let us, therefore, approve ourſelves before 
Cod, that we may be fic W Be 
xdition. Again, Ghai e 121 

Serm. XXXIV. 
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ese ear reaching but bus wnſpariag blind. . pyiy 
an their Wan '/ and making no other DiltinRion 
them what ariſeth fröm the different Qualifications 
of thee patticular Object; & whar Wiſdom tequirei 
to bo made for the greater Advantage of the :Whole! 
.-2 This, (which hath beer ſhewa to be the. juſf iN y 
of thinking concerning the Divine) Philanchropy,) 
 Chaljengeth. our moſt affectionate Eltcemaindeed, 
mould raiſe it to the higheſt e Admiration. And, 
When we conſider that the Love of God as the 
| only Spring of our Happineſs), indeed, of all Hap: 
| Pineſs & that he does good; not like needy Crew 
tures , (who give hoping for ſorhe thing again,) 
that the only Principle ot his Actions is pure Bene- 
volence ; and: bis kind Intentions terminate on the 
Happineſs of other Beings, the greateſt & moſt u- 
niverſal Happineſu, as their ultimate End i do not 
| our moſt exalred Praiſes, the utinoſt Gratitude of 
6vr Souls, fink far beneath what we muſt acknow- 
ledge to he due? What ſhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his Benefits?“ What Returns can we 
N make, which ſhall bear any Proportion to the Kind- 
yeſs of his unmerited Affection, or to the ſovereign 
Free neſs of his Mercy, & the Extent of it's Fruits; 
| for both are got only unparalleled, but exceed our 
9 enſion ? Surely it becomes us to eelebrate 
Nis Glory, & to offer him the Sacrafice of Thankf- 
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l God good. Then Mer us" fu tie Lord 1 
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comprehending all moral Exer llencies, ron 
larly his glorious Beneyolence , calls for! the moſe 
awful Reſpe of all attencive Minds: and, an inge- 
nious Heart will be afraid of offending him; for this 
ery Reaſon, becauſe he is ſo good & will conceive 
an Iodignation againſt Sin on this very Account; 
ſu. it is not only a Diſhonour done to the ſupreme 
Law-Giver, but Ingratitude to the beſt Benefactor. 
Who would not be aſhamed of ſuch Bafeneſs, as 
2 provoke him who is continually kind and bene 
ent even to the unthankful and the evil, and is a 
vays heaping Favours on the undeferving'? ' N 


As nothing is more amiable than Goodneſs, fo 
thing is more to be dreaded than Goodneſs deſpi+ 
ed and Patience abuſed; According)y', we find 
'rhoſe who deſpiſed the Goodneſs of God, 0 
neh ſhould lead them to Repentance, are ſaid, 1 
'n Terms, very moving and fignificant,) to *trea- By 
ure up to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day c 
Let uss therefore, approve ourſelves before 
ad , that we may be fit Veſſels ſor the divine Be- 
dition. Again, * Neu ban reine R 
Germ, XXXIV, | 1 


144 Of the Gobdneſd of God. | 
1 Gol good ? Then Jer vg valle before hindi 
ell due, Obedience, unto all yell-pleaſing., ., 

The Goodneſs of God is ſufficient to this: an 
fear the Lord, & ſerye him in Truth, with all your 
eart, for conlider * GREAT Things He hath 
done for. you. 

The two 1 (already mentiodd , as, en- 
ing from the Attribute before us, the Love & Feat 
of God, are the great Security our Duty, & will 
be the laſting Springs of ſincere Obedience to his 
Commandments. The Scripture conſtantly reaches 
us, (and it muſt be truly evident to the Reaſon of 
Men,) that pious Affections , Gratitude and Reve- 
rence to the beſt of Beings, are in | yain pretended to, 
without the Practice of Virtue, . 

This is the Love of God , and this is \ his wr 
that we do his Will ; - that we fulfil the Works of 
his Law *written in our Hearts,” and declared in 
his Word, by living ſobetly, righteouſly' & boa 
in this preſent World,” Indeed. : 

Ihe Laws of God themſelves, ate by no — 17 


nef 
the leaſt Inſtances of his Goodneſs to us, being ſo Bl 
tempered with Mercy, that oo are even Benefits pi 
0 us. ee 90 


Cooſidering the inflaite Obligations we are under h ( 
| #6 God, He might have challenged our Obedience = 
ta the SEVBREST and * —_ e could have 
impoſed 


| . Inſerenes 125 
impoird upon vs bt in Mercy and Seodoen to 
vs, he only ſays, Wasn, and be crpan,”.:; 
. «If God had required:fome' Ear es an,” 
ought we not, in Gratitude and Love, to have done 
it? - How much more then, when he only ſaith, do 
this, and live. (i. e) Ia Teſtimony of your Love to 
ur, go the things 33 
and Benefit to Tourſelyve. 

This, as it is a mighty Influence over every gene 
rous ingenious Spirit, and carries them forth into 
Action with a lively Zeal ; ſo it leaves the diſobedi- 
ene without Excuſe, and brings the heavy Charge 


of Perverſeneſs upon them. It muſt be an incurable} 


Hardneſs of Heart, that cannot be melted with 
Goodneſs; and a fatal Stubborneſs that will not be 
drawn with the Cords of Love. ! 


How unreaſonable, then, &c. (under) 
May—wr PY... encmgcs Dy mei VV IcKeanels „ but 


kannet affect his unchangeable Happineſs, which 


eh, ˙ I ane their Power, 


| Again, , ls God Good ? Then let his «Good? a 
refs lead us to Repentance.” Let us not provoke him 


to withdraw his Kindneſs from vs, or aut it W i | 


Diſpleaſure. 


When we hunger, he feeds us wha we dey ? 


he giveth vs Drink; ®%heaping, (as it were, ) Coals 
of Fire upon dur Heads,“ on Purpoſe to melt us in 
Serm. XXXIV. | | to 
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done for, ou. 


ing from the Went before us, the Love & Fear 


us, (and it muſt be truly evident to the Reaſon of 


rence to the beſt of Beings, are in vain pretended to, 


A Got good? Thea let vg walk before bigs in 
ell due Obedience, unto all yell-pleaſing.. _, 

Mat Goodneſs of God is ſufficient to this : *only 
the Lord, & ſerye him in Truth, with all your 
eart , for conſider * en Things He hath 


Ihe two Pri aciples 6 mentiodd , as, * 


of God, are the great Security our Duty, & will 
be the laſting Springs of ſincere Obedience to his 
Commandments. The Scripture conſtantly reaches 


Men,) that pious Affections, Gratitude and Reve- 


without the Practice of Virtue, - 

This is the Love of God , and this i is 15 Fear, 
that we do his Will ; - that we fulfil the Works of 
his Law *written in our Hearts,” and declared in 
his Word, by living ſobetly, ne K godly 
in this protect World.” Indeed; * 

The Laws of God themſelves, ate by no * 
the leaſt Inſtances of his Goodneſs to us, being ſo 
tempered with Mercy, tha at ne are even Benefiti 

us. 63 01 ges 
* Conſidering the infinite Obligations we are under 

to God, He might have challenged our Obedience 
wi the SEVZREST and mr barſh pr could have 
1 " i © "Unpoled 


—1 5 hae . e is it, 28 — as un- 
grateful and baſe, for Men to tranſgreſs thoſe Com- 
mandments. which are given them merely for their 
oon Sakes, and to make them happy? All the bad 
Effects of their Diſobedience'and Provocatigns muſt 
fall upon themſelvea. If they Ga, what do they a- 
gainſt God? « Or, if their Tranſgreſſions be mul. 
tiplied, what do- they unto him?” The ſole la; 
tention of his Laws is their Good; of which they 
nay "deprive themſelves by their Wickedneſs ,, bug 
(annot affect his unchangeable Happineſs , which 
apes (roaming any thing 16; their Power, 
" Again, . Is God Good? Then let his «Good? 
neſs lead us to Repentance.” Let us not provoke him 
to withdraw his Kindneſs from vs, * ot! it * in 
piſpleaſure. i 
When we hunger, he feeds us 3 when we thirſt; 
ke giverh us Drink ;'* heaping, (as it were; ) Coals 
of Fire upon dur Heads,“ on Purpoſe to melt us in 
"IR Serm. XXXIV. 6 to 
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Condition, & whatever Happineſi we poſſeſs ; ſo, it 


are a Dependence in the ſaint Gcodneſa ſor the 


thy Burden vpon the Lord, * Ut thee.” 


n 

Goodneſs.” Again. ” 
ls God good ? Thea hes ene 

uvnto we mall do-well alway ee firm 

Ground of Truſt and Confidence.” ' 

"As to the Goodrcls'of God et obe o sg & 

all the Powers of our Nature, the Privileges of our 


on Ren 


by an 


4. 


is the juſt Object of our affectionate Confidence, and 
the only Foundation of our Hope for the Future. 
If we truſt in the Good among Men, to help in 
Time of Need, we may well furely much more truſt 
in the Jving God, who, of his infinite Seu 
all things richly to enjoy.“ 
This is a Duty naturally ariſing frown the Attri- 
bote before us; for, an uninterrupted Experience 
of Goodneſs for the Time past, will naturally ere- 


ST: Q Tot > mms © = 


Time to cout: & this, (when it is juſtly grounded, 


is an Ag of the higheſt Honour & ReſpeR, becauſe ll * 
it. ſhows s Confidence and Reliance of Soul upon p 

the Bcaignity of the Divine Nature, which is highly 2 
becoming an Inferior towards a Superior, - a Crea - 45 


ture towards his Creator. The Holy Scriptures 
therefore, abound in Exhortations to this Duty 56 
being moſt acceptable and pleaſing to God, Caſt 


6 *Whoſo 


4. 
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MWhoſo putteth lis Truſt in the Lord, Mercy em- 

braceth him an every Side“ And, Bleſſed are all 
they that put their Truſt in thee.” - Our Savioum 
gites the Ground of this, ſor, (ſaith he,) your 
Heavenly -Father knoweth whereof ye have need.“ 
And, *if we, who are evil, know how properly to 
beftow our Favours, much more ſhall God give 
good things to them who duly rely upon him.“ 
| But, As this is a pleaſing Doctrine which may 
bettay men into Idleneſs, it muſt ever be 2 | 
tred, with Correctives and Caution. 

If God were to rain-down. Food upon us, as hs: 
did Manna upon the Iſraelites, or if he ſhould ſend 
an Angel, (as when Lot lingered in Sopow,) to reſ- 
eue us from Miſchicfs and Dangers, which our own 
Care and Prudence ought to foreſee and prevent, 


the theſe would be delightful things Id DED. But, 1 
ded,) God has put the World under a wiſe Regulation, 
1 ind expects that we ſhould uſe all the Means in o 


Power to obtain what we want, and upon this Con; | 
ight) dition to hope for his. Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing : 19 | 
depend upon him in any other Way, is, to expec 
that he would work Miracles of Goodneſs, to gra- 
tfy our preſumptuous Confidence, ol + 
Let it be remembered, therefore, that we are 
w entertain ExpeRtationg from the Dirice-Goodori 
& if it were an 920 gag Proc to commni- 


-- Ser, XXXIVL 27 4 (ate 
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728 of the Goodneſs of God. 


oste Benefits. For, It is exerciſed'with Freedom, & 
the Manifeſtations of it are ee 9 "hh 
gun rag $i conn 4524 1 

For Men to pretend, des that they truſt in 
the Goodneſs of God, whilſt they libe i Contempt 
of his Laws, and contrary to his preſcribed Con- 
ditions, is the higheſt Preſumption; - Such Ex- 
pectation of Favour from him being contrary to the 
Reaſon of things, and the eſtabliſhed Order of his 
Government, and inconſiſtent with Goodneſs itſelf 
directed by Wiſdom, which requires proper qua- 
led Objects, and a due . Sando in all 
—_ (a) But, | 

If we faithfully and coalinily en to our 

Duty, and «our Hearts do not condemn us, then 
we may have Confidence towards God on a ſolid 
Foundation, that however things, (for wiſc Reaſons, 
tho unknown to us,) may go for the exe, yet 
FINALLY, and in the Main, «jr will be well with 
che Righteous,” and that Happineſs i is inſeparably 
eonneRed with Virtue . - The Lord will not fail, 
bor forſake them that are his,” But further, | g 


The Goodneſs of God is alſo a Motive and "a 
gvment to Patience and Reſignation in every Con- 
* — God AP ou ; deſigns our . in all 
0 that 
wy dee the Difcourſe on Tryin Go, la this Work. 


J 3 6 Ce  A.bþ< aa trawl 3; 5 


Y 
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1 wog us ;“ Ele doth not grieye , no 
williagly afflict the Children of | Men :” 117 - "He cha- 
tens us , not for his Pleaſure, but for our Profit, P 70 
the Iatent obhaqio the. End, y might be Partakers | 
of hip Hope. — And, if all things, work-toge= 
cher for our gopd” ac laſt, wer hg Cayſe to com 
plain at any thing that befalls us in the Way, fince 
in the End, (if we are not wanting to ourſelves,) 
we ſhall, through the Goodneſs of God, be certainly 
happy Humble yourſelves, therefore, under the 
mighty Hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
Time,” and let not your Heart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid;” Only believe in God, and do 
Good, and then we are ſecure of all, for *the right- 
cous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, and kis e 
nance doth behold the upright.” But, | 


Laſtly, Is God good; then let us —_— and 
adore him. 

Great Excellencies, particular'y ſuch as we xnow | 
to be ſo, ſuch as the Goodneſs of God is, are wont 
to be exrolled, praiſed, magnificd, and adored, 

Oh, that Men would, therefore, praiſe the Lord 
for his Goopness, and declare the Wonders that he 
doth for the Children of Men !” 

When Thanks are all that God expects, ſhall we 
deny to give him the juſt Tribute of his Glory due? 

Serm. XXIV. > rather | 
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racher let un fururon'tvery Power” did Fickhy' of 
bur Soul — all that i virhin ei, in che Enerciſe 
ir. 10 1 49 lei 1H 10 ee 
©* «Blels the Lord, Gy Soul, & all chat in WIT II 
me blefs kis noLy Name . Bleſt the 2 @my 
| Soul, =_ forget wore his eee! _ 
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The Plalmiſt be in hi e part of this 
Verſe, declared **the Lord good to all,” he here, (as 
his Merey is but a Branch of his Goodneſs,) affirm 
that *his tender Mercies are over all his Works.“ 
As the Mercies of God are ſo amply extended to 
the wnoLs Creation, a Diſcourſe pretending to the 
roLL Iluſtration of it; i» it's large Extent, would 
be too great a Limitation and Confinement of Mn 
a. noble and extenſive an Attribute. 
| I ſhall, therefore, almoſt wholly 3 myſelfi in 
* | {Wh confidering the Mercics of God to Man, - as we 
have here a more than ſufficient Argument of it, for 
bis Mercies to us are more than we can think or de- 
re, aod by far more than we deſerve 3 though ic 
vill be neceſſ. ry, without particularly mentioning 
every Act of Merey to each Part of the Creation, 
(in airy tolerable Meaſure to do it Juſt e,) ro ſhew 
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132 | of the Mercy of God. | 

that it is of vaſt Enz; for e Mercicg 

are over att his Werte? | 
Ina order to this Ia, . 


Firſt, What gen ud by the Mercy 


MERCIFUL, | a2 20 v6) 7 2 1919 


—Thirdy; 1 mall remove un Obje dien which bah 
"we nnn. again it. $16 ai 

" Concluding with ſuch Taferences and Improve- 
ments as ie NN Whole 3 _ 8 


3 Do 13-1 2, 
That we may dye diſtin het, of the 
Greztneſs and Number of God's Mercies, 1 ſhall 


_ diſtinguiſh them is e ct Manner , and 
7 er nn, Fr . 93-54 N ff | 


" Firſt As en in erbetene, thoſe Evils 


* A * ba 


| Theſe, he removes at a great Die? "x _ 
them, when d. refted towards vs, another 


mY . Though we are but little ſenſible of, and do but 
Edo, if ever, * his Mercy ip feels 


* 4 
. x | and 
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ID explained. A : | 43s ' 
Pains und Diſeiſes'ofthe'Boly, and the inward evil 
Feelifis ofthe Soul; yer chis is By no Means an 
Argument chat his Mercy in not exerciſed in it, but 
is rather an Inſtance of our lagratitude & Unthank- 


fulnels; and of his gy erer 


Ys. at org ah: Wed Ta to a aul 
—— #n2vaurING Sickoeſs,, than to him who | 
ren runm us for a long Time is its by ſo much 
more are we indebted to God, and is his Mercy 
dev in dt tbe. withholdy Evils from us. 


Agen, "The Meicy of Oddconfifts nor only in 
r Tin, Dut in yornranting'bs dſo (i. e) in 
deferring or moderating our due deſerved Fuaiſb· 
ment, [viz] in not dealing With un after our Sins, 
nor rewatding us dccording to our laiquities. 

Hence is it, that % to Anger,“ and *ofgrear 
Mercy,” are fo ral e nn 
to him. Besides, 


- God noc bnly 8 2 the Bleſſings * L 
Riches U bi Goodneſa, and ſorbears us contrary 
to our Deſerts, hut even by his Mercy relieves and 
conrfoprs ws 3.4 comſorts the · feeble· minded »ſup- 
ports he. A, & in patient towards all Men. * 
Sem. XXXV. Hllende 
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„ ot the Mercy. ef God. 


5 -thoſs Expreſſions of viſiting us With 
his Loving Kindaeſz - &, Of his V ſpesking com- 
ſortably tocus lo the midſt of our N 
enen neee Again, Nfz * 
The Mercy of God is ce urher fete ited id gi; 
ving us the Blelngs. we want; an which x ye 275 
no Title to, but thro Grace and Mercy. 1 
He fotgives us choſe dim eee 
ences are afraid, & gives us thoſe good things which 
we are Wor 1 een and tem · 
Port. e 9 BM nnen 
If ve eenfider to e neh Mage ve 
are expoſed, and to ho many Caſualties our tem- 
portal Concerns. are ſubject: how thankful oughe we 
to be for the Mercics of that Providence which pre- 
ſerves: both us and them: indeed further, - Who 
gives us th. ledge of his Will, - the | Meant 
of Grace, and the Bleſſings of his Ordinances; - : 
Theſe, and all other Neceſfaries that are requiſite 
both to Life and Godlineſs ;” =. - and, alſts us in all 
(hae we do. In a Word, 
The Mercies of God are ſo many; ſo vr 
| Afplayed to the Sons of Men, that they are more 
15 Nuchber than we are able to expreſs;”! i! 116 2 
bs Therefore, to ſay no more of what we cannot 
bey enough, I G 
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hy tak bc- cd pun wh 
neces upon Repentance., p 

I Men in the Heathen:World , or in u State of 


Nature, ould have formed any atlequate Conceptis 
eas of the Deity, they might reaſonably have infer 
ted a Degree of Placability in him towards thoſe - 
who ſaw, conſeſſed and ſorſook the Errors of their 
former Lives. But, ignorant of the Nature of God, 
they were ignorant alſo of this Truth, and ſought 
to appeaſe their i imaginary Di ities; by Mettiods _ 
differetit from real e. 

« The Fore-Remiet of tue Mem, and the Mets 

fizh kirnfelf, opened their divine MMioiis with pro- 
claiming this important Trutſ to Mankind ; and to 

preatlf Repentinde for the Rermſfion of Sins; thro? 

the Redemption that is in Chriſt, Was che great Bu- 

neſs of the firſt Meſſengers ind Diſciples of our | 
Lord DoArine which expteffer che Greatdeſs o | | 
Chriſt's divine Merty, and the clear Revelation of | | ; 
which moſt fill every human Heart with Thinkful- WHINE 
neſs; for , fallible as we are, and prone to offend, M 
how miſ:abie would our State be; & how wrerthed! | | 
dur ExpeQations , if we wete under the diftreſsfut? 055 
Doubt whether God would pardon our Faults, and | 
brbenr id puniſm our maniſeld Tramſgreſſibus u- ie 
mint him — From Anxieties like theſe, we are" . '* 
eppilelivered by the Revelation of Chi, ia || 2 
"nn; * 5 dul aus which 11 | | ö Il 
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- which en fully and ativfaQorily: diſcovere# tvs, 
that no Number, or Aggravation'df aft Offented 
1 will with-hold the diele Pardon and 'Compaiiion 
| | from us, if we fincerely' repent of thoſe Offences, & 
turn to God ; — But then, we muſt be'careful not 
c deceive ourſelves, nor to form mp ae deluſive 
Opinions of this Repentance. P99 $77 Vw 
Frue Repentance is a «Change of Sentiment aid 
= Chuage of Life.” — It is not only a Conviction 
' ef the Error of our paſt Ways, and Contrition for 
tthoſe Errors, as offenfilfe & diſhonourable to God; 
f bdut it is a real Converſion; a Leaving thoſe Errors, 
\$ a turning from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
'1 | Service of Satan, to the Service of the living God,” 
| in all fruitful Obedience in holy living, to his Ho- 
nour and Glory. (a) 
Without this, all che Devices Men uſe to urid 
of their Guilt, are vain, and to no Purpoſe. , 
> The Mercy of God to us, in pardoning our Sins, 
is Matter of Aſtoniſhment and exceeding Admi- 
ration 3 for, *who, O God, is like unto thee, that 
pardoneth Iniquity I” Bur, more eſpecially ſo, if 
we conſider by what Means our Pardon! is \ procured, 
Eng over.” even 
AD nr ed for having lived il wh not Golpel« 
nce 3 but we muſt be forry from a Principle of Conſcience and 
Wow of what Sort our Sorrow is, by living well aſterwards, in all thoſs 


RefpeRts , in which we have been faulty; By this only we become in» 
Gus again to the Divine Favour. YT ELA ata 
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even through the Sufferings, and by the Mediation 
of the Son of God, in our Behalf : Truth and. Juſ- 
tice here moſt wonderfully meeting · together, and 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kifling each other.“ (a) 
Thos is God's Mercy exerciſed to Man; and 
indeed, not only to Man, but to the whole Crea- 
1 non: * „His tender ne are over all his 
ion Tbe Mercy of God, ww in 83 and 
for eminent Manner ſhewn to. Maa, i is yet by no Means 
od; confined to him, but i is extended to the waoLs of 
rors, bis Works, t to every Operation of his Hands, 
| the Largely here to expariate on each Act of Mercy 
od,” to every Part of the WroLz, would be beyond Mea- 
Ho- fore, if not impoſſible, for a finite Capacity: a 
thouſand Beauties, ten thouſand inexprefſible 1n- 
t- rid ftances of his Kindneis muſt at laſt lie unobſerved, | 
bh in the moſt beautiful Deſcription that can be given 
Sins, If of it, by the viſeſt of the Sons of Men. However, 


In any tolerable Mezfure'to do it Juſtice, it is 
neceſſary to ſhew that it is of boundleſs Extent. 


The Scripture delights t6 advance «the Mercy or 

God, and, in Order to it, bſerk the vredttit Vatiery 

« Expreſſions ro magnify its dettiridg Mn ebe 
res 
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great and rich; - - plentedus & abundatit in Merey, 
abundant in Goodneſs'& Truth. crowning us with 
Kis Loving-Kindneſs and render Mercies.” "Indeed, 

S0 many, fo innumerable are the Mercies of God, 
that we are ſaid to be rYnROONDED and Aeon. 
end by them on zvERY Sitle. 09 T0 dei 

The Scripture, yet further 40 et leb the Great- 
neſs of them, uſeth all Dimenſions, as Height and 
Depth, & Length and Breadth, with hel" perpetual 
7 Ciontinsance and Duration. N ans, & n 


0 Fully to underſtand 8 10 Mercies of God, fur. 
b __  paſſeth all Underſtanding ; tif w we ' ſhquld declare 
| them, & ſpeak. of them, they are more in Number 
than we are able tg expreſs: Hig her thanthe Hea- 
vens, what canſt thou do! Berßer than che Sea, fo 
that thou canſt not fathom them; Broader than the 
Earth, that thou canſt not comprehend them.? 
Again, His Merey is great, and reacheth unto 
the Heavens ;“ — higher yet, — Thy Merey is 
great, and far above the Hea vn. 
For the Latitude and Fxtent of it, it is as large 
85 the Farth, & extends to 41H the, Creatures in it. ela 
*The Earth. is FULL of thy Mercy. Hig tender Mer- 
gies are over ALL his Works. ” And for. the Length 
od Duration, and Contihuanct o it, it is progreſ- 
be ly continued. from Generation to Generation.” 
1 : | | 5 4.4 ns 
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peratings,” ape after another. Indeed, It is of lon- 


ger Continuanee, for his Mercy endureth nel. 
Fabropghour all Generation.. 


be Mercy of God being chus ee (Ge) 
the Nature and Extent of it, [ ſhall proceed, 


. Secondly, To debe it be to God, (i 

that God is merciful.” And long 0 5 
All e Argumeats that have been je RIP to 
prove the Goodacſs:of God, from the Acknowledg · 
ment; of Natural-Light, and from Scripture , and 
from Reaſpa., do all ſerve here to prove alla, that he 
is merciful ; becauſe the Mercy of God i is an emi - 
nent Branch of his Goodꝛneſs. 

I ſhall here, therefore, only produce 8 of thaſs 
many Texts of Scripture, which attribute this Per- 
ſection to God, beſides thoſe which have been alrea- 
dy produced, to ſhow the Extent & Eternity of it. 


And here, — The Lord himſelf, when he po) 
claimed his Name, declared, that He *is gracious 
and merciful ;” — For, with the Lord there is 
Mercy, and with him is plenecous Redemption; 
*Alt his Paths are Merey.“ — *To the Lord our 


God belong Mereies and Forgiveneſi. 


The Seripture parks ef eli met NATURAL to 
Seri. XXIV. % % 1. 
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240 | Of the Merey of God. | 
bim, Lally him che Peruns of Mereies, and the 


Goll of all Comfort; ahd'as «Part of his Asttwetat 


" 9:15, {151330 2274 
Fuat! is there ſaid to be his rA AUG 


Nr. +, and *Metcy his DzLioar;” inaſmugh as 
doch not grieve : gor willingly. affli&t the Som 


of Men; but rejoiceth 1 in them that do good „ that 


he may have Mercy upon When) Ind: -abundahrly 


pardon them.“ And, 7 „ e e 
*- To'ſhew the 1ntensx dene err of 


God, the Scripture vſeth ſeveral-empharical Expreſs 
ions to ſet it forth to us a, «Remember, O Lord, 


thy Tevber Mereies:“ The Lord is very PIT1- 


Fur, and of TENDER Merey ;” » and, \Asa Fara 
pitieth his own CnLpxtN, even ſo is me Lord mer- 
eiful to them that fear him.: 
The Scripture every where ts the Mercy 
of God; & ſpeaks of it with all poſſible Advantage, 


_ ac if the Divine-Nature , which'dbth , in all” Pet- 


ſections, excell all others, did in T#1s, excell rT$8Le. 

The Scripture ſpeaks of it as if God was, WHOLLY. 
ken · up with itz, - as if it was his con$TANT Exer- 
eiſe and Employment; ſo that, in Compariſon of it, 
he hardly diſplayed any Falk cr Exerliendy 3 f e. 
the Paths of the Lord aße But, dk) 


Nl 13112 
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bath been long alledged againſt it. | If 
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' ObjeRions anſwered, 141 


I Gad, ( ,) is. merciful, fo of Compat- 
fon, fad (Lo low" cane it to paſs 


a Bon of Man, ahd * 
8 8 {ng qa even his" 


and hed — him up to Beach I af ah wh wh 05 
in Merey. he could have IIIA forgiven it? . 

in aaſwer 40 this, we fay,. that it; was Fog 
that Jodgemeot ſbould be executed, both for ig 
and our Sakes, (i. e) for the Vipdication of his Ho- 
tour, and Juſtice, aud Holineſt, and for qur ene 
tifications (i.e) t0 deter us from Su. 

Tb Juſtice and Severity of God are ſalfciently, 

iequitted, in that the Sufferings of. the een 
were I dad r wadertakea," | :; 


£14 41147 261] 

For God to h pardon Sinn“ ners upob uv Tertns, wit 
exceeding Mercy, denoch as there = h OR 
gation WY him to pardon, either in Tuts, or any 5 
erna Way 1% that of his 6wn Wül he freely fo. 
gave us through Merey , botwitfſtaüding a(Sacifh 
fation' was made. The NE] Fhd' being hereby 
defigned and produced, | ey &g 0 "Mercy rejoiving in 
Judgment.” a WEL nie 

The Salvation of Man it is che End & Mercy! and 
it is the Height of Wiſdem in- Merey 10 contrive 
the bett, und the wm elleQual. Way vand Means 
to produce it: Llyon 0 tb d, Saif 
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8 den norbing, * „or n A 
reby. made to bj ice: Fon in AGO ited, (le 

ofthe Greproeſs, a and 1 il betely 


Er according to 0 and Rea: 
of it. And here, e vor ellal# bo: 


ſeems e eee e Man became 
obnoxious to the divine Diſpleaſure, on the Account 
of Sin, either chat Man himſelf mould ſuffer the 
Puniſhment which the Law had threatened or that 
a full” and free Ac of Pardon ſhould be granted 
to him vpon Repentitice ; without any ſuffering * 4 
& chat another, r ſhquld tif. 
Ir in Wis Sikad2 Now, 4 v2.97 Yo vaR 
Had God required eee Gould ſuffer 
the juſt Reward of his Jniguity, 1 that being Death 
BTERNAL, all Mankind muſt have been in 
Gbje& to th-t Puniſhment , 4s all have fined} 
_ & ſallen · ſnort of the Glory of God 5 & ſo Mebſteblt 
Miſery. muſt have been the Portion of us all ; where. 
us now, Me rey triumphs over Juſtice,” (i.e) at 
| Once anſwers. both the Demands of Juſtice, and the 
Sinner's Wants z God being hereby both «guſt, 25 


dhe Juſtifier of all them that believe.” vi 


v? 


Again, 


Nen YS 


9!$hould'God deine us's full Remiſſion of all 
Paſt” Sins without any Reparation te his offended 
"7 » he then would have pardoned. Singers with- 

3 VAR ane Owl 


itably | 


| Obje&joas/ anfveree. 443 
out any, Demonſtration of his, Holineſs and Juſtice, 


> ” - * 
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p 
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ea ſulficient Motiye to deter. us from it for t 
Gul In : which, ſeems not to be well <onliſtenr oi 
in any ReſpeR. (a) 

— God is a Being of purer Eyes than to bebold 1. 
piquiry; ſo far hating Wickedneſs , as thee be did 
nonohighs bout ſo great wo 

Ignagragaiaſt itas the Death of his Son ; And yet, 
— ̃ —— — Of: | 


eelgtarho wlll VUNKDbHRU 
eucu cpu vor yug 5 pyorpoq of buuqovivggucay 


en UNITS un We NKe tor ene tuture. Dendrs, 
Had God" only required our Repentance by 
Ds Death-to'the Tinpenitent,, - Men might 
hope , that he who pardoned the Death that he had 
once threated to the Sinner, might alſo further H- 
don the impenitent, without Reperirance : * Toad He 
who.once FREELY. forgave, may + AGAIN. % 
P Ws \the' 
Wiſdapand Mercy of God go ein vip 


| Gag, ben, in Mercy, galls veer Poihment 
% Morne 14.4 „el = 


124 25 
of towards Perſons got capable of becoming 4529 
mm s that does not agree with the infivite Purity tag 5 
God Tris foch s'Goodnefs, chat bt it were propoſed to theyWorklg 
ould encourage Nen io in, e e 
was no Time for it, nor Vat” . 
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or his Hatred / tg Sin; and ſo, (of Courſe,) wich. 
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N & that another, innocent . ſuquld ſdf- 


EY, for debe 0 9 475 „ of ths Atober 3 

eb mode Joftice; A received, (ic 

- pg . and ga e vin burly 
nfder it according to Y wy and Reda 


n of it. And here, 8 Gy ml ele hop 
oa ſeems res IR Man became 
xious to the diyine Diſpleaſure, on the Account 
of Sin, either that Man himſelf ould ſuffer the 
Punifhment which the Law had threatened; or that 
a foll and free A& of Pardon ſhould" be granted 
to him upon Repentünce, "without any ſuſfering : 


fer it his Stead“ Now, 4 l 320 W een 

Had God required woc hin mur Gould. ſuffer 
the juſt. Reward of his Iniquiry, chat being Death 
BTARNAL, all Mankind. muſt. have been j alley 
Gbje& 10 thet Puniſhment , f all have fined , 
& ſallen · ſnort of the Glory of God 7 & ſo inevitable 
Miſery muſt have been the Portion of d all ; where- 
. now, «Mercy triumphs over J uſtice,” (i.e) at 
| Pace, anſwers. both the Demands of Juſtice, and the 
Sinner's Wants ; ; God being hereby both «guſt, 25 


dhe Juſtifier of a all them chat þelieve.”. Again, 3 
3[ Should God have given us fol, Remi Roe of all 
Pest Sins without any Reparation 0 his offended 


"En? » be then would have pardoned. Singers with- 
Ds . nnd 60 out 


Sinn: * not find " = Adele 
Daene 


D . <+ And meren Maki 68. 


volt ʒt i id t G dent e 2.64 
cee: & por. pews gaiepequars ® ve rpar pe d 


TINS ae on © pie 560 vg 2 25 


Dog 12 x out bas 


Pardon only upon Condition of Repentance:;-» It. is 
dd Mp to reply, that this, e ee 
bees thoughe alen. Pow fs 

It is not ſufficient thit' the Offender be __ ſon 
his Sin, but he muſt ſuſſer both to deter himſelf 
and ochers from the like for the future. Beſides, 
Had God only required cr Repentanee by 
treating Death-to the Impenitent, Men might 
dope, that he who pardoned che Hesch that he had 
=, once threa ed ro the Singer, might.alſo further par- 
— don the 149 ws Ab g 7 2955 . : He 


) it who.once, EI forgaye',.may 4 neg 


i the This would, be to encourage Sin TING it i is the | 


Wiſdeq and Mercy of God to reflrain. _ | q 
* oa, then, in Mercy, "PLEA | orer eme 


445 8 towards 1 180 Sim 
of God Tris och ='Goodneſs, thar ht it were propoſed to the\Worklg 


e wk. 
| derm. XA. 5 * 


. God anight -have ifued-our his. 


647. that Joes | not agree with the infivite Purity and Holineſs = 
on encourage Men to fin, an | 
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in the dinners perſon; bernd be would dey *rmiſe< 
rably deftroy him forever: and, in Wiſdom pardoned 
vot Sin without Satisfaction, becauſe he would ſuff- 
ently deter us from it, that it might not be our H. 
nal Ruin; but in Mercy, ictepted the Sacrifice of 
his Son for Sin ; as it at onee both freed the Sinner, 
and deterred him from Sin. Beſides, Fan ol 
: God's Readineſs to forgive our Aſter- Sins, upon 
the moſt reaſonable Terms of Faith & Repenrance; 
aiding us to it: - Theſe do fully declare his Mercy 
towards us, without which Conditions, (with Reve- 
rence be it ſpoken, ) a. juſt & holy God cannot par- 
don us; nor the Sufferiugs of the holy Jeſus ſave us; 
nor can we OE gen, ae 
| of being the better ſor it. | 


80 far, 8 is this from being a a propet 485 5 
on againſt God, and this Attribute of his Mercy in 
particular. qhat it is a Manifeſtation of the Tu- 
xovcn ConjunRion of all his Attributes together , 00 


5 On ww a  v.- 


both of his Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Mercy,” 7 
laderd, Such a Supremacy of theſe. Ferfectionz is 
here ſhown, that the more we conſider it, the more 


muſt reſt in Wonder and Amazement. For, 

By this Means, (at the ſame Time, that his 
Mercy is diſplayed in the Forgiveneſs of the Sinner,) 
E 'Jultice is ſatisfied, and his utmoſt Abhorrence 
of Sia teftified, ladeed, . 


„ A: 7 


So great fy the Contrivance, that it was anovs 
the Thought of M495 ot bei. without Im- 
piety, have aſked it of God. It is ſuch a Myſtery, 


that the very Angels deſire to pry into it, and in 
om dee 501% 5h 000 


O the Depth, both ör the Wiſtom—and- Mercy 
enn en ba m e 6114 


Having thus explained, and melde ined the Ai 
a Gor $ Mercy, what mn | 
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N 'To ſee what Improvements can he? ractle 
at hath beer already ſaid , Which will be 
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all the Kinds and Variety of it: That we are pre- 
vented and kept from Evil ; - that we eſcape the 
Miſeries which we are naturally expoſed to ; - that 
he ſpares us when we deſerve Puniſhment ; - and 


Spirit, & heavenly Aid ; - but, above all, in that he 
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Palm cxlv. 9. "And, * . His nets Mercies an 
I al bis Works," 5 E LE. 


The loferences Gi the e are, 3 


A 1 


Firſt, Is God merciful ? Gre his render. (ercl 
over all his Works F 0. 2424 ada do I t 


24.) 


- Then let us with Thankfulneſs acknowledge i it, 
and admire, and adore him. 

Let bs view it in all it's Dimenſions , in fo 
Height, and Length, and Breadth thereof, and in 


even mitigates it when inflicted; - that he gives us 
all things requiſite to-Life and Godlinefs ; - that he 
eomforts, ſupports, and affiſts us with his Holy 


forgives and pardons our manifold Sins & Treſpaſ- 


nn WF ul all eber bi 
© WH Mecsies, we ſhould blejs his boly Name,, evermote 
praifng Him, and ſaying , Holy, Holy, Holy 


oa of. Host, Heaven and Forth are full thy 

-.- Wl Mercy ; Glory be th Thee, O Lord, Molt High”, 1 
Ik ve dock into ourſelbes, -andiconfider oor bun 

Temper and Diſpoſition, how vout of Pity werarey = 


how cruel and hard-hearted, inſolent & revengefuly 
aud that God, (on the contraty;) it merciful, and 
of great Pity to us, out of the mere Goodneſs oft hu 
Nature 3 can we do lotherwiſe- chan admire z chan 
praiſe and. dose Him! God is merciful to us, when 
we deſerve the wonerz indeed ; when wette Liss 
that the Laaer of all his Mereies!“ NoW ., 


Ir we tonſider the valt Difference of this'AFeRi. 


our Hearts how hard, how unapt” to relent ;'as the 
it were horn of the Rock, And Vere the Offipring of 
the nether Min-Stone 4 eſpecially \when we have db 


31 


ere; of God ? | | © 1; 25 +::1150 ow 13:1 nei 
10. Creatures. below, was; how, .cxue}., are, we » 48 
ino wing that we are, ſecure, and that theip Ravengy 


Ser. XXX VI. auI onal ils ot 


on in God and vs, how tender His Mercies are, and 


many, Arguments to move os ro Pity ; when we du | 


}j.confider this, can ve otherwiſe than « admire, dhe Fo 


mot reach us | Indeed how) low and deſpicable 8 
e:many oſ them in our. Erz, ſo far below, ys, that 
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How great, then, is de ieren of God, whict 
regards us, who are ſo far below him, hich 
takes into Conſideration things ſo inconſiderable 


| Ader that we ourſclves are obnoxious both to God 
. nd Man, ant fat we Wave eye need of Pardon 


Ws 


? 3 
85 aw uþwards, 0 Man, too highly exal- 
ted in chiue own Eyes, and take-notice of him who 
1 js above th Anregen. 
„0 d th thee and them,” 
There is but a finite Diſtance between us and the 
meaneſt Creature: but, between God and us, it 
is infinite Man is a Name of Dignity, when we 
Compare ourſelves with other Creatures; een 
compared to God, e are as nothing. 


Lord.] what is Man 5 that thou art mindful of 
him ? or the Son of Man, that thou viſiteſt him?“ 
What is Man, that thou ſhouldeſt magnify, him, 
and that thou houldeſt ſcx,thine Heart upon him ?” | 


0 in Ho h d do Me. find it in ourſelves | 
1 8 Ole ö injured us ; and if » we ; og | 


\ give once, we 150 it much: : = If an Offence or : 
| Ppovocation be often renewed, we are incxofable . 


Fooliſh Men that we arc, and unwiſe, not to con- 


vin Both.” But G04, wh is not at all liable to us 
ready is be to forgive: Af we confeſs dur Sins, 


"Wie ihcttifvl to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe 
from all 1 Aadeed, So 


r 0 


* . 
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So great is the Coadeſtenſion of his Mercy tous, 

that tho we have often rebelled. againſt him, ani 
He the Party offended; yet He rven offers Pardon 
to ue, and endeariagly beſeeches us to be reconch 
1 by returning to Rim. 

Ho glorious a Pattern this for ue Man to 
follow ; end what Reaſon have we thankfully to 
acknowledge, and even adore the Mercy of that 
God, which is ſo liberally, & largely extended tous! 
/- Secondly, Is God merciful ; Are bis tender Mer 
cies liberally vouchſaſed towards us? Then, 

Let the Conſideration of this, induce us to Re- 
pentance and Amendment. Great Kindneſſes freely 
beſtowed to Perſons moſt openly are great O- 
bligations to ſuitable Returns. 

«As we have  recived much, we e ſhould, — 
love the more,” and not add N to our for- 
mer Follies. 

When we break the holy Laws of God, we rebel 


Council. of an all-wiſe Governor : But, FAS? 


When we fin againſt rer RL Mercies, we injure 
our beſt F riend, and real Benefactor: *Do ye thus. 
* the Lord, O fooliſh, People, and unwiſe ? 

Js not He the Lord that made hee 2 Hat 
bought a and eftabliſhed thee d“ 4 1 . ae 

That "which enhances and dagravateh the Cale f 
88 germ. XXX VI. our 


2gainſt him, and exalt our own Wills before the | 
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aur Ani wide is, that we . g Mercy 0 * 
ſpice of Favour. ' 

»Should be nem aint, e eee e e tn 
to his Glory, who. provides us with Life ? And en- 
deavour, for Mercics received, to behave with all 
dutiful Deportment to *the Father of Mercies, & 
be exceeding ſorry for Sins done, contrary to Fa- 
vour, when Good was required ? In a Word, 
| God himſelf hath made it an Evidence of 2 
wicked Heart, when his Meruies cannot reform 


it: „The Wicked, We ne be e my 


not return.“ 


' Thirdly, Is God merciful” ? Then may RY 
ines be cautioned againſt two great, and equally 
peraicious Extremes , [iz] rey and 04 


N * As, 


PFirſt, becauſe God is weten, we are to be care- 


fol not to preſume upon it, ſo as to encourage 


ourſelves in*a Continuance in Sin and Iniquity. 


2 «Say not, his Mercy | is great, he will be pacified 


ſor the Multitude of my Sins; for Mercy & Wrath 


come fron him, and his hs ang reſterh 225 
Sinners.” 


* The Divine REN of God being propoſed to Sin- 


bers, to lead them to Repentance , and to break-off 
Air! Sins by a r Return to their Duty , tbe 
0 25 S "7 23 Createlt 
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flasche 160 


ian greace® Ame aan mae of it, is, to uſe it for 
Wl a Cloak of Sivand Wickelich” «:Itbeing given us 
live 


not for the OF ate eee 
3, che Increaſe of every ine 
No Man that if he Bode dle vb r 
MPENITENT , that final Fortziveneſs will be exten 
ded towards "kit, how diffifive ſoever the Merey 
* of God and his Goodnefs muy be io Sinners: - All - 
”* Wl they alledge, is; chat 4 Reformation, if but at Taft 
* performed, will ſave from eternal Ruin 4, that the 
will . bosger it is deferred, 28 we hal? hereby have more 
bf the Pleafures of din, fo we ſhalHigive God an Op- 
rn of thewing-forth the "Odperabutulantce ol 
his oy ELMO 1 0057 50 

This is the Polly and Viireifhnableneh E in 
than which, nothing A can be more coniradifto- 
yy to the Deſign of Rigs, and the Will and In. 
tent .of God, us And, therefore, no Ma 


vity-. bue he who i iy | Fee with the Deceitfulnefs of 
cified Sia to, the lalt Degree, bur would "diſcern the. | 
Vrath Wd woch fall: Realonings. For, in general, : 3 


upoa IN The Delay pf, Amendment. to a future Time, is 


ene of thoſe Follies which carries with it it's g 
cbnviction, & ſtands * upon the plaineſt 
d moſt obvious. Reaſons. F | 
 To/abvſe and provoke che e had 
Beru XXXVI. 
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| from rrenal Pegrogten, and 50 mage, Þ 


nt ot the'Mevey df GG . 
cerigg of Gd in ch Maar, ee Yecauſg 


ke is good de, to the laſd Degrs/ pve und. baſe, 
and:ſhewyia veryidangerous Depraweyys”! = 36) en 
There is nothing im this ahat \giverzany Fru 


e forure Reformation. 2. To,Gogby, Syrprirgy, o 
thro, che Jafluence gf lame | viglent, Tempera, 


ed oo de ſo, ee Fe, 0 hr vin 
ed and deliberate; Purpoſe $0, traphygels yowrnnd 
hereafter to return, to, o Df Gee N 
xperciful and will rut receive, um [/w | 


Den 
In our Dealings with esch. ther, fugh eh. viaw 
would, be though very ,cxaſperating.z,q, t. i: 0 ef 
ſd towards God, and far e e wdr 


I be Goſpel requires from all Men Imgraxem 
& PerGcycgances. An in therefgre, in eſp! t 
of Myrcy with the Delis | NT Veins < 
as it 1s, at the Cloſe of a bad Life, can feſdò Pentrt 


che fill of theſe Dutſes, & never de lat: "BLN 


LL Wee 1 43 
An Yitention 10 dd juſt enough.to ſave oufeli4 
Q £27375 * 1 32 12 g God 
* * & PSY FIUOW 14 340 * . 
Wurbeſt which is Idolotry ;* 48% therfoge, patzi 
as Bed) 
ourſelves into a dangerous Situation z 


int Attempt to enter in, being weclailp @rebTed 


with the Hazard of beintz men- butan) lo d Io 112 
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n ith 


Grace may-abound.? God ſorbid. Rather let ud 
*confels:and+forlake-it; that God may have Mercy 
upon, us, and abundlently pardon 4 n z Hig 0 

Ik ebere be any, thereſore, that | treſpaſs 


Goodneſs of God, and preſume to encourage theme 
ſelves in their Wiekedneſi. upon the Hopes of his 
eee that Gh as well ag 
mereiful 


eee Exerciſc of Os en regulated 1 
bis Wiſdom. 
His Mercy, 2s well x as Wes: arc both an En 


pentance. “ . 

It is 90 Reflection os the mo perfe& Good. 
neſs that it requires to. it's, Exerciſe proper quali- 
fied Okjects. For, As the only Object of Power are 
things poſſible ; and the only Object of Wildom,, 
things reaſonsble and fit ; ſo among Moral-Agents, 
the only qualifed Objects of the divine Goodneſs 
and Approbation, are the ſincerely v;rtuous, Asth 
Perfeftions of the Deity are exerciſed- in perſet 
Harmony, infinite Power never does, (it may be 
hid, CANNOT do,) what is diſagreeable to Wiſdom, 
b the Moril-Atttibutes ; 1 .O th 


as a te. * e 2 
” * 7 Wh” 


456 
ſar 


ApoſtleiaQueſtiva, and the(fronger, | 
beiag1ſa enpreſſed : hall ve: continue in din, Mat, 


+ upon the 


Though it be the de of God. to.be merciful? 


to Sin, and equally deſigned co "lead Men to Re- 


ſeſteq in ſuch an undjit 
| honour the Righteoypels'of che Supreme-Ruler, 
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Fs vour, who preſuming upon it, take F 


_ EEE inert - ooooe an A 
— * £ — 1 ad 
3 x . . 
* 


LY declare himſelf, a. * mereiſul, and gracious, 


* 


in ob therMerty of Gd, 
Moral Attributes themſchves. never interfere with 


each other : Goodneſs” and Merey ate never mani- 
inguiſhing Madner, as to diſ. 


Of all Sinners, therefore, - they are moſ-inexcu- 
fable; and have' the leaft reaſon to expect the divine 


ment from thence to continue in their Diſoted. 
ence, Who, (as the Scripture expreſſes it,) ctum 


the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, and becauſe 


sentence againiſt an evil Work is not ſpeedily execu- 


cba, therefore, wholly ſer their Hearts to do Eil. 


God hath no where ſaid, that be will be merciful 
to thoſe, who, on Account of his Mercy, are bold 
with him, and thereby prefume to offend, him ; but, WM ! 
*the Merey of the Lord is upon them that year if © 
him, and who keep his Covenant, and remember Ml 7 
dis Commandments to do them.“ There is Mer- 
ey with Him, that He may be rzanzp and not 


that He may be deſpiſed and affronted. 


1 

I 

© This is to contradict the very Fnd fer which it is ff 2« 
ta 


nt vouchfaſed us, [viz] to lead us to Repentance, and 


to engage us to leave our Sing, and not to continue 
in then. 


Hence it is is obſervable, that LE. Goa | A pleaſed 


WR 4 forgiving 


\ 


5s 
Amr bre [ms Ae, 
lit Mea mould thetice-be emboldeged to captinue 


with 


lani- 


» diſ. n in che Aniquities ſhe takes care 10) adth.that 
7 *He wilt by us Meads acquit che Wicked; - 
cu. by ao Means, clear the guilty.” Therefore,; 2! 
vine BY ff any Perfon flattef hürſeif, ſaying *I ſhall ave 
rage- . Peace; Though I watk it the Imagiantiont of my 
oticdi- . Heart, adding Drunkenneſs to Thirtt the > Lond 
«torn WI vill not {pare him, but will make his Angtr and 
ecuvſe bis Jealouſy ſmoke againſt him. For, Mercy and 
enecu- Wrath ate with him; he is mighty to forgive, and 
wil.” Wl pour out Dipleaſure. - As Aly Mercy greats ſo 
erciful ire his Corrections alſo. Man ni % 4; 

e bold i Take-heed, then; -of abufing tlie Mercy of God, 
n; but, by preſuming upon it, contfary' to the lutent there- 
it of: ſince it was undoubtedly geſigned to convert us 


nember Wl 73.914, and not continue us in Si. 
is Mer Merey abuſed will aggravare our e 
ind not and bring upon us Judgement without Mercy.“ 
i They whom Mercy cannot melt. into; Obedience 
nor Patience, nor [ong-Suffering brivg to Repens 
tance, can expect nothing but the Severity,of Juſt 
ice. They who deſpiſe the Day f Grace and 
Mercy at. preſent, will find a on UTI 
hereafter, . But, en 18 * e. 


geebndſy, 1 udn — 
” erm, XXXV1, give 


zs Oft the: A. 


give the greateſt and mot multiplied Praxccatians 
agaitſt him, upon out Repentancef Tran 
vad t o penitent Frrſoa defſpejr of hene from 
hst gryeious 37 vt nee Majeſty! is, 0 i 
his Mere i tig dan 16 s ow yd 
Sn e ee caniſider 
their» Unworthiaeſa :; the Nature, and the Numbet 
pf cheir Sins, and the Aggravstions of them and 
0, (wich Cain, ) en "i: warmen caa 
be forgiven; But. Laid 
Let's ave deſpair of the Mercy of God: 

_ © webught; indeed; alt' of d, to be very _ 
of the Evil of Sin, and the due Deſert of or Ini. 
quities z but Whilſt we aggtovate our Sins, let us 
not leſſen the tender Mercies of our God.“ * N 
{+ When we conſider that we”have multiplied our 
Sins, let us alſo remember that God hath alſo" pro- 
rmiſed o multiply Pardon pon vs, opon Repen- 
tarice 3 — Though our Sins be red, like Cx S0, 
yet ſhall they be white like SO. iche they Be as 
Senkt, yet they ſhall be white as Wool.“ „The 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt eleanſeth us from ALL'Sin.” 
5 Indeed, the Words of St. John alone] a1 are ſufficient 
# baniſh 811 Defpondericy froth the Brialt of ever 
Chriſtian- Penitent. — My little Cildred, theſe 


things 1 write unto youg that c an, now Þ 
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Jeſus Thrift, ohe righdeoda.; and he iaahe-Propieis 
cign-fos-cur/Sim.” 7 2, 1 he ron no 


Way of Metey,; dy true Repentatice, (which ig A 
mendment,) und then the Truth and Faittifulnefs, of 
God will ſufficiently aſſure us of Mercy, „0 help 
us in Time of Need.” Beſides , 15 


0 4 A chief Comfort againſt Deſpair, i in; Ae — 
es to do; the very Thoughts of the Danger of 


our Condition being the firſt Step to Converſion (a) : 


ible This is the happy Symptom in an old Sinner, that 
r Ini- ne begins to amend ;. inaſmuch as this is the Work 
let v5 vf God, as well ac the Aſter· Completion. 


(if properly improved, ) the Pruit and Harveſl. 
The firſt Thoughts of the Dunger of our Con- 
dition may end in the pearceable Fruits of Quiet - 
neſs, anU Reſt, and * Nen 
It 


ta) As every Sin is Degree of Danger; wks opt 
pportonity/is @ Degree of Returs to Hope and Pardon. , 
Ti. fe Conſciences are the beſt, that ace ſo tender, as bode 
d unguiet at the firſt Apprehepſions or Approach of Evil. Doud 
*, 1 61 Fears, like Thiltles, tho bad in thetnfelves! die yet Signs of good 
„ theſe rosa. — He , whoſe Faith dad nevet say Douby , bath Reaſon tg 
tif any dubt whether over he t had any Faith . — Faith, without RE 
N Man Preſumption ; Repentance, without Faith; il Duipdiy. nnn 
. NY 2 XXXVI. | 
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oy let us de kafeſul to pot ovtfefves inte Me 


N This is the Spring and Blöſſom; and the Feds, 


vgs Of the Merey of God. 


3 x Senſe of the great Danger 
of Sin, not to deſpair , but thankfully:ro improve 


tn FF it plesſes 


the Call, 28 a fit Opportunity to gvqid it which, 


| (through God,) is in the Power of every Man * 


eſpecially of mM, who is thus called to it, 


But further, 1s God'mercifol ? Are «his VLA 
Mercies over all his Works?“ Then let us hence 
be perſuaded to _— a ae W our 


gracious God. Pp Bert, v7 +3 
Let un be tender und e 


are in miſrry. — This is always one Part of the De- 
ſcription of a Good -Man, that he is apt to pity the 
Miſeries and Neceſſities af others, He is ever 
merciful, and lendeth.” x 

It becomes Man, above all dither Fed a} be 
merciful, becauſe he hath had ſuch ample and happy 
Experience of God's Mercy to him, and ſtill con- 
ory ſtands in need of Mercy from him. 


But further, The Mercy of God to us, as it is 
un Argument for us to ſhe w Pity and Compaſſion ; 
ſo it further enforces us to en 55 Tepee 
of our Brother againſt us. i 


- +» The Reflexion upon the infinite Maly of God, | 


eompared with our Meanneſs muſt be. ſufficient-to 


| convince us, that the greateſt Injuries which we can 


ee bh. 25 | ſuffer 


1 


8 of Man DET REY hen 


compared to the. Affrenta we daily offer 10 the. Mar 
jeſty of Heaven, that. they bear. n » broportien,, t 


cheat, Either ia Weigln, zor Namhes. tr or 
0 te chi, that Cür A front agafnlt God are ht. 
Delpite of Faycur ; whereas, to Man: we daily 7 


159 


1 receive the Joſt, Reward of Sur 


6cations. © * 16245 9 "2319093 M 


nce 


pearly, i in the Words of that \Juſt-grounded Tor 


og plaint 'of bis, to bis Vineyard. s 

- => 7 29 1182 Jou 8 47 
| «What could have been done more, that T 335 0 
ever vor doe ? Whereſore, when'? looked for Good , 
. wherefore requited ie Evil to mo?! mne 58 15 
. So then, as the Offences" which we receive from! 


Mew beat no Prbportion to the Offeqees' which we 
offer w God, either in Weight er Number, ſo enip 
ther do they in Aggrae ation. (bon 

I then the Mereies of our God tre ko to his 
Majeſty 7 if be ſtin moltiplies his Pardos wponiualg 
ve dlfo, (who by our Saviour are enjoined) to 5%bet 


ſhould be ſtill ready at all Tins r6*forgiverthg 


Fabeff, and moRWuſtiplie® Provecutions of:etr 
Weng Brdthet ad at in. av lo d vos 
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| God , therefore , may very properly idref b 
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; [os To forgive Tnjuties'is erulf.m6kraan I dt bring th 
dee ether hen a Conformity bee * 8 fo 
A wy „High, and is that which, R Fo Hr 
We im, who is e beſt. of Beings ; reby 1 


M come, the Children of God, who is che Fg 1 
3 Mercies,” & deal with our Bar ren 4 around. v even 
os en he deals with all Men, — It is that Duty which 
* | God prefers before che big heft gutyard As of his 

W 0 ee Worthip ; for, He kak * A, will have 
Wl Mer, and gets Sacrifice.” But f "x 


k ucther 8 o Fr 
: £3944 L 5 141 $ & 4 '* 9 > a: $1 FF, * 


1 1 This Duty is not only excellent, but ATASONABLL, 
W it being a Part of Natural-Rdigico,, which:is indiſ- 
\ | penfibly. required of all Men. Indeed. 
f 1 een Nature teaches use iſ it had not hee re- 
5 quired,” (whete the Principles of Nature are not 
Ks | eorrupted) to do)Juſtice;:and;to. Joyve Merey. 
zi Indeed, In this God only requires thet, the * 
1 pleaſure which we conceive gg t our Brother for 
dee er end petiy lajurigs, ſhould yan ©.at the 
| Thon Eben of bis Forgiveacks of aur, maniſgld, and 
grear-Offences., But, Un 3s * Nl i 34 nd 
orther to prrſa v4 10,chis, Jet vs configer the Nxrp 
1 8 beſt of vs ſtand in gf Divine Mercy ; & how 
hs Bags | 1YXXEX AaPilerable 


ben « Jnferenges,,. 


miſerable ye. uſt. der it gage be eee 
10 mark, bat, ve haye, done amiſs,” and Gel with 
un agcordigg. 1h the zuſt Deſery.of our, niquizs, Jet | 
us ſeriouſly,coplider that pur on Parg 
the Mercy we ſhew n if we 


forgive dot Men thei kW es $64 
Heavenly F ather forgi ve us 


- 


oncl lude, 


Let us conſider how much we wrong our- 


den cles, if we refuſe to imitate this Mercy of God | 
ch in Forgiveneſs ; for if we do not forgive, every Time 
2 we put up to God that Petition, (taught, and com- 


Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


2 

5 us, — we do not pray for Mercy, but for Judge 
nur, nent ; we invo ke his Wrath, and deprecate Ven- 
ndiſ- Wl geance on ourſelves — we pronounce the Sentence 
52 of our own Condemnation, and importune God not 
9 re- ee forgive us. 


mult needs incline us to Mercy, eſpecially as we 
hall hereby be ſecure of the Divine Mercy; for, 


Our great Judge hath aſſured us be fore - hand that 
the merciſul, (whether the Word be underſtood of 


il] be bleſſed . *Bieſſed are the merciful, for they 
obtain Mercy.“ And further, 
Serm. XXVII. 2 Hath 


ſerable 


774 
eee L 


manded us, when we pray,) — Forgive us our 


This Conſideration, if but lightly attended to, 


orgiveneſs, or of due - diſtinguiſned Liberality,) 
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" Pati cal. 47. «The Lord id cee 14 
his Ways, pad holy in all his. Works e nal 
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164 Of the Juſtice of God. 
Firſt, Of Juſtice, and the Import of it. 


| Juſtice is! W Widte bf 6H ll @port , thi 
the dare Mention of i it, is a full Explication of the 


Meaning of it, as it conſiſts in the due and equi. 


table Diſtribution whether of Ne, or Puniſh. 


ments to Men, giving 
f ithqut Fartiality © or Reſpect of 


all their due, wit! 
Ned — It Sire” indeed, accord o the dife 
e 


ferent Relations and cc of ons bel 
teen whom it takes place. Tt requires a Man to 
preſerve inviolated; the Riglits bf another over 
whom he has no Authority; to render à ſuitable 
Recompence ſor Services 3 to fulfil Contracts, 
and to make Reſtitution for Wrengs . Bur, the 
Righteouſneſs of à Ruler eonſiſto in diſtributing to 
all sg d rec and Puniſhments according 
to. the k PRI eee 
Laws of the And, oy *r 41 
The b of God, can be 

fidered in no other Capacity Ay af of the 112 
preme, univerſal Ruler of alb /Mofhl-Agerits;) con- 
fiſts jn rendering to them according to their Works, 


mcluding their Affection, lhtentions, Motives, &, 
every Circumſtance nectſfary to a true ſtimate, of 


their. Moral-Rectitude or Emil z which ave all per- 


ona] known to bim, 1 44. l -itoubob 29 42 we” 
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* Ae eebes tete would ſet all things 
in their due Light as we proteed;)'that the Juſlice 
of God is in no Way concerned in the Diftribution 
of the Good-Things of this Life; or in the re- takiaʒ 
'whir' he hath at any Timey our of liberaPBounry\ 
in Fruſt, conferred vpon/us. 


la this he Aar, deu Wal only ied by 
infinite add unetring Wiſdom (s he 


[i 36 3 + CS 1 
(a) We have ax clear dnd Mata Ide 0 Juktice, : a 

V ofany other Moral-quallty wharever ,/& I certain in variable Mes. 
res 0 5 always obſervediin the £xercifeof itz otherwiſe it can be of 

» Uſe to the Purpoſes of Religion. and regulating our moral Condat 
ith.reſpe& to God. How can we either love, fear, or ' hope- in, or 
vid being obnoxious to the divine Juſtice, and how cah we altas be 
our Behaviour towards dur Fellow - Creaturer, uule ſe we know what 
is, and dy what Rye it proceeds} Ny; bad ovly a confuſed Notte 

) of it , that it an big b tranfcer t Excellence o of his Nature , 
kad! not hi Nees Bed Virics — and ral. 
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Of the Juſtice of God. 


Abe Juſtice of God hath Rel ation only to the fe- 
Lanig us according ro our Jelerts, 100 in the : 

giving. to every Man che juſt Recoipe nee'df his il 

4nds unto him. And, 15 this; Wir, dee F 
Lill bear a Proportion to the mere Quittry of their il = 
:Difpoſitions anal Work, exacti eſtimated by infinite if 
-Wiſdom, and rendered to them according to what Wi 40 
is properly their own, whether, it he good or evil; 
(i.e) the Condition of every particular Perſon will Ml 0 
be according to his Works or moral Improvement Bl 5 
in his Probation-State, without excepting one Indi- 40 
widual, and without Regard to any other Conſide- 
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ration. And not only ſo in general, but the Mea. 7 
ſure or Degree of future Happineſs will bear a 4s 
exect Proportion to the Degree of Virtue attained f 
in this World; and the Meaſure of Puniſhment w N 
the Deyge of Moral-Evil in the preſent Temper, x 
Fracttiee of Men 1 or, (in other Words,) the lat de 
und deeiſire Judgement of God, and every particu - *", 
Jar Sentence denounetd by him, will be impartial "”q 


and-equitable, — Both theſe Characters are inclu- 
ded in the Notion of Juſtice, and muſt; be undcr- 

Rood to be meant when we * this Perfec 
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poſſible thar He ſhould'be infinitely W Power: 


: : bay wid being Holy, Juſt, and True. Fot, 
Ale there ut ac evident Foolteps of thi Jullice ant 
Cootnch odnes. of God's Government of the World, a 
den are « of. the Power and od Wiſdom of it? Or, isit 
 poſhdle char He ſhould be an All-powerful & Al. vit 
overnar, whale Goyerament is not ſettled on Juſtice, 
odnefs and Truth? © What are Wikdom & Ko-. 

without Juſtice and v or # TR & 0; 
7, without Holinels, Kightcouſnels & G edel, 
x may belong to the worlt and 
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eave the Divine Majeſty of thoſe Mo- 
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ot be.depeiveds-it follows that He will : 1 
4a; e, be Jul. = Bux funker, 
Juſtice has always been conſidered hy wiſe Men 
3s one of the principal Moral-Virtues. It,contri 
butes eminently to the univerſal Good of Mankind; 
for without it the Peace & Order of Societies could 
not poſſibly ſubſiſt, nor could any Individual enjoy 


the Privileges of his Nature and the Advantages of 
his Condition with Safety. It is one cf thoſe Qua- 
lities belonging to human Diſpoſitions and Actionz 
which we neceſſarily approve ; & the Things which 
xe juſt, always appear virtuous & praiſe-worthy. A) 
We coriclude, therefore, that Juſtice Bas the Sunc- 
ton of God's own Authority, and is an effential 
Part of his Law of Nature: and Hbee we ronceive 


„ on. FONTS OT * N ME 2 
(AY There be a real and nia) Dit 

Vrong 3 or morsl Good and Evil. The Senſe of this is Ne wh en- 
y is inde or res ere br og rey xe 

t to eſteem the intelligent Being who gt sec ding to the Diffel 
ace diſa e the contrary Chara err. 4 
norm) "for us to doubt whether the woſt wet * 08 
intelligent Beings is Juſt, or pn) Whether He; who 440 
gs, and all their Diffeterces and Relajivns , ſees tnt Right is pre. 
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16 of the Juſtice of God. 


* it. an io Di Excellence, every way. , of 


1 583 6 055 N07 * 


el 2 n own Confliturion "OR there 
| Js an eſtabliſhed Relation of Perſons" and" Things, 
and Htaeſs refulting from i it, that the Condition 
vf Meral-Agents ſhould de according to their Be. 
| thaviour,'we' may be ſure that he will preſerve that 
Relation inviolable, and e b to = 
Fitneß, and do richt. For 
ben Ger bers reer l ia ert Prin 
eiple of Religion. Indeed, if it be denied, the Foun- 
dations of Piety are deſtroyed” är once, and there 
tan be no ſuch thing as a rational Fear of God. 


= But furcher, That the 8 Lord . Go- 
| yernor of all things is, and cannot but be juſt in all 
his Aqtiong, . made ear. . following 


Manner. 

There is, neceſſurily in Nature, a | Difference of 
things, & a Variety of Diſpoſitions & Qualifications 
of Perſons, which conſtitute, either Natural, or Mo- 
ral-Gopd and Evil ;- from-a due, or undue Adjuſt- 

| nt of which ariſe unaviidably', the Notions of 
1 Right and Wrong., Nom, r 
he Will of every intelligent Agent i is alway 
vector Nike Motive, and it is plain that where, 


ia 


\ 


nnn Aion, nothing irregular 
OY jacerpoſes; anne be go orher thas this Right 
oY and: Roaſan-of things... v3 $427 onde 
— therefore, this Right and, Rexſon-of 
| things is not, made the Rule of Action, it muſt he 
either becauſe the Agent ig ignorant df whet ig 
Right, or wants Ability to purſue it i; or elſe is know- 
ingly! and willingly diverted Amen it hy the Hope 
of ſome God, or through Fear of ſome Evil. Bus, 
- None of theſe Cauſes of Injuffice can -poſſibly 
have any Place in God; - bis Actions, therefore 
muſt always acceflarily be e by Right, and 
Reaſon, and Juſtice ooly, Fon, a 

Having all Knowledge, it is impolſble that he 
ean be deceived in judging what is Right ;-or that 
any the lan Cireumſtance which enter into | the 
Merit of Moral-Actions, ſhouki be hid from his 
Uaderitanding 4 - or that he ſhould got exactly Gif 


tex the, preciſe Degree of Goodneſs or Evil which 


Individual: Agent it is equally. obfard, to ſuppoſe, 
that his adjudging, and effectually applying a pro- 


portionable Reward , or Degree of Puniſhment, 
ſhould be hindered thi his own Impoteh ce, or r by 
the Reliſtance of any oppoſite Power. For, 


e ei 
Serm. XXXVII. baviag 


s in them, And, in the whole Moral - State of every 


Having no Want of any thing, bis Will canoe 


4270 ot che Juſtice bf God. 


wing | ho Dependence, M PDE r can never be 
— by an ſuperior Strength. He has n Inte- 
reſt of his own to ſerve by Iniquity3 hie Authbrityrit 
*Geriv'd fromnd'Sapetice, ur is helaccountable to . 
. Of whom, then, vun heche afrazd,) chat the ſtd 
ꝓpeovett Judgement 5” orwhom/cantbe:be ſtudio 
to pleaſe, that he ſhould be bidffed by partial Affet- 
ion, fince all are equally his Creatures; and ſobjelt 
40 his Diſpoſal ? He hath laid us under che- ſtridteſ. 
Obligations to Righteouſneſs, how then can we | 
Liu thar he is untighteous Himfelf ?? : 
It is very evident; therefore that He w knor 
thus perſectiy the Rule of Equity, and" neceffarih 
Jacen of things as they teeny ae} Chat tb 
plete Power to execute Jultice, According to th 
Knowledge, and n eee e to devia 


in che leaſt from it; Cho ban heither be impoſe A 
Vpog by ay Deteſt moved by any Bias, hor awe 1 


by 2 it is evident chat uch a Beibg vill 
| Uways do Hat is ſeiglit, vithout Iniquity:or'Parti- 
dity, thut Prejudicey o- Reſpet of Perſons: (4) 


eUYJ 5 Yy? yi" 70 Tilt 82 22 Ds elf! A he gin oo rk 
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). Import bs hteouſneſs, in die ture 
A Deb wit 02 GA 2 and 


perverting Mees „Au for N οον — . 
non of Degrees d,nuined dy:thy Septapce. of Jud gf Een 
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proved ſrom Reaſon. 171 


Bet, Drſides a above Natural-Reaſon Net 
further coufiſens it that God loves Righteouſneſs, 
and hates: Iniquity 4/ .and-conſcquently, the te ſote, ĩt 
muſt be, agzecable 49 en, - mult be t 
aevtly in him, | g 
To ——— « zrieri, there can be op- 
noſed bur one Objection, (that I know of,) drawn 
from the contrary a ue, from Experience =y 


ſrryation of the Unequal Diftributions of Provi- 

gence in the World. But, (beſidęe the juſt Vindis | 
gation of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Providence 
in its Diſpendatjons , even with Reſpect co this u- 
Bur World only, which PLugazcy and other Hea- 
then Writers have gudicioufly made,) the Objection 
elf Se wide of the Queſtion. For concer - | 
declared J SOREICEE.. | 
in the rd He will judge Wee Kighteouſ- 


deſs.“ Mau 0 1- Ri at be n 19 An 
edt code nee 
er Nö 2 1:05 en ee find ff grew? 


k is certain, that with God there 4 be no Partalty For, 1 3 
tees A880 their Being origindlly from 1871 z every Cepacity i in 
cir Nature , and every Good in thetr Contition'} is bis Gift „bed 
uld be no Regard, therefore , originally, to one, more than to ano- 
kr. ' Abd ; Thro all the P&ioth ö their VWHiion; dothivg'cin be | 
bye by ahy of en 88 iir Moral Character d hereby 


her his NY ys nd my, B not abe 
equal 0 all, al fall of the Ter. be Fee ule 5 At 
dom. XXXVII. 
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having ao Dependeiree, Wis Power can never h 
united by da ſuperior Strength. He has g Ine 
reſt of his own to ſerve by Iniq wit; his'Auctivricg:i 
deri vd from ns Soperlor, aor is helaccountable to: 
Of whoni; them, vun heche afraid, hthat the fd 
ꝓpevett | Judgement * or vhm cat he be ſtudiout 
to pleaſe, that he ſhould be bidffed by partial Affet- 
ion, fince all are equaliy his Oteatutesz and ſybjct 
40 his Diſpoſal ? He hath laid us under» che- ſtri def 
ne to Righteouſneſs, how tien can we ima 
ine that he is untighteous Himſelf ?:: 
It is very evident, therefore that He vhO know 
thus perfectly the Rule of Eqaity, "ind: heceffarily 
Judges of things as They + really afe; Who hat bom- 
plete power to Tae Justice, ucebrding to that 
Knowledge, and no deer r ts deviate 
Ly” teaft'from ' it; who''tan'geither be impoſed 
by aby Dereſt ; moved by n Bias, bor aw 
oor any rr it is evident chat ſuch a Beit vill 
Aways do at is Right, without Iniquity:or Parti- 
ality, without Prejudice o Reſpet of Perſons: (s) 
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ning the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, (as of any Go- 


from a partial View of a few ſmall Portions of his 
Diſpenſations, but, (as we ſhall hereafter ſhow,) 
from an entire Conſideration of the Whole; & con- 


ſent State, but moreover all that is paſt and that is 


germ every thing will clearly appear juſt and — 
. "We are ſure,'- &c, = - (under) 


' 
( 


| viſe Ruler of the World, will preſerve. inyiolabię 
died that Order which he has eſtabliſhed, that he will 


Adel conſtantly and uniformly act according to bis Ap- 


probation of Moral-Goodnels in his Rational Crea- 
tires, & his Diſupprobation of the Contrary. The 
he may not; during their Trialy ſe remarkably ink 
terpoſe as a Judge, in rewarding the Virtuous, and 
puniſhing the Wielced ; yet he has given to all à ſuf- 
ficienr Ground to believe that it ſnall be ſo, ſome 
Way, & at ſome Time or other: & to many, he has 
declared expresſly, that there is **a Time appointed: 
in the wrd He will 12 9 the World in a” 


0 tht 


deviate 
poſed 


Jr awe. 
he will dels.“ [30 YE v 710 "nr ei ber!“ 151 ,, An 
Parti · . oem cos Deed Wit 
ns (4) ee een, 21 1641 2131209097 | 4 * 

2 k is eertain, that IA don be no Partiaity: For 11 
Bu reatvres derive their Bring origin from him , e every Cepdcte) ig 
(431 Nature, and every Good in t "ondition!; iti 
dee be no Regard, therefore , originally , to one , wore than to ano- 
"dp wr. Abd, Thro all the P&ioth 65 their VWHiGn; fotbing can be 
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vernor whatſoever,) no Judgment is to be made 


ſequently, not only the ſhort Duration of this pre- 


ſtill to come, muſt be taken into the Account: And 


* 
W. are due thus d ny ny r and 


oye by. ay of them) ,,excepting thiix Moral/ Character . wberebylts | 
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„An me being dterhoand:difinGlyiagþreheiided 
by us, che Divine · Iuſti ois a prupet/j di determinate 
Object of our Eteem, Revevence vndfFeir. It adds 
rear Forte to the etefnif LA which are given 
to Men, written upon their Hearts, t6'be the Rule 
of their A8jons ; and'is'of 'gtcit Uſe as U gloriou 
Puttern 50 all Mankind ; whereby their comic 
OP ro would: e err ſecured, : 


Ens!) 


From what, bas been aid, it pe * appears. that 
God i is, and neceſſarily muſt be, Juſt ; or that ] uſtice 
inſrparably belongs to his ene ma eſſen» 
tial Perfection of his Nature, K 
* . le 
the Matter, or whatever Premiſes they laid, they 
firmly e the” Concluſion , Trin] chat that God 
8 Camels A e Rr IDO 7 Nr 335 $5 
Pad aye üben cb ; as 2 certaln and doth 
9 that *God is in no Way unjuſt, but u 
righteous: as, poſſible. nid wits 5 124 « 23 bit y Ia 

Seneca likewiſe tells us, that "rhe Gods are neither 
capable of receiving, any Ub „ bor olf Ws! any 
thing hat ia vnjuſt. — Lg ts 
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hi There i ia a natural. Awe upon che Minds of Men 
ef the Divine Juſtice, which clear ſhewy chat the 

ſtice of God will overtake Offeidets.” 
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proved from Reaſon « - 


bete DeduQions, ſa conſonant to Reaſon are Ar 
cixely aggecable with Mister of Fact. _ 3 3 


in the divine Aditiinifiration, which 
a hole Extent of created Exiſtence, and the 
entire "Series of Events, thete is a viſible Relation 
between Life and the Courſe of iu AM nAIE Na- 
run: The Latter being ſo dite gted as to anſwgr 
the Fur poſes of: the Fer by Impreſſiqns, on it's 
Organs of Perception, and by exciting. it's aAtive 
Power ; ſo that there is an apparent Economy in the 
Condu& of the animal State; and Superintending 
Providerice by the Diſcipline 'of Plesſure ad Pain, 
uiſing from ſenſible Objedt, determines living Crea- 
tures, Yor purſue the OM for which, they weee 
bade. But,. 

ln the Government of CR guns 1 5 Life 
Is capable. of great Variety, as, well as 
Kinds of Enjoyment, and of oppoſite Unhappineſs 3 
the like Diſcipline bein lied to higher Pur- 


poſes, (te) Pleaſure being connected with virtue 
„ed Pain with Moral-Evil, obtains 4 Character mY 
8 an) noh ES ien ; 
ag ig tebus. OA 
Men 


eee eee eee eee a | 
WL by extraordinary Interpoſition, or by, DET 


hment, of Nature, i ** uy nk = 
Sem. XXVII. Nose cace. 


—— 
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Not to mention, 8unPRISING BYBNTS, (which, i 


times untimely Death, are the appirent Effects 6 
is Loxury, Idlenefs, Fraud, and Violence. Nou, 
1. there is an intelligent Being at the "Head 


„ Ofrhe Juſtice of God, - 


Providence teſtifies an Apptobation of Moral. Rec- 
titude, cauſing Natural: Good to follow it) an 
Diſapprabacion, of, Vice and, Iniquity,., by., making 
-Pain of any Kind che Conſequence of it. But theſe 
are ſo various th at they cannot pg enumerated, _ 


5 Judgement of all Men, who  ackoowledge 1 
uperintending Providence, carry in them the vi. 


able Marks of Rewards and Punihments,) there are 
undeniable Tendencies and Effect in the ordinary 
Adminiſtration, & reſulting from the preſent Con. 
ſtitotiog of things, which favour Vireve, 3nd dil 


Eountenance Wickednefs, | e Fra 

Who, chat attentively c. nfiders: the general con b. 
dition of Mankind in this World, can queſtion the yet 
Tryth of Yomon' $s Obſervation, [viz] that «Lene ter 
of Days i is'in the Right-H Head ef Wiſdom,“ or u bet 
Tigious Virtue, cn in ber Left-Hapd, are Riche Evi 
and, Honour.” 92 00 


© Temperance, 1 0 ang ea Tra | 
naturally. productive of. Bak , Reputation anc 
wu which contribute to the — and caſ/ Ea 


zoyment of Life. 
Whereas, Sicknefs, , Poverty, Infamy, und ſome 
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| proved {rom Reaſon . ; 37s 


Nike pinhorguides-albthe-Moticns and Optrativns 
of inferiar . Cauſes ; = who: framed the human Con- 
ityGon;, and preſerves their Powers in; their na 
tural -Excrciſez « who formed Men into Societies; 
isduing them with focial Diſpoſitiona, and directing 
the Exertion of them to their proper Ends ; caa it 


Ige be doubted but that he is a Friend to Virtue and 
e 1B Adverſary to Moral-Evil 7 Or chat theſe are In- 
re are 


dications of ng Ay EY) his 
eee Again, ws {Fg 


If we look into been Pe of the TY 
Frame, and obſerve how it's Powers operate, con- 
fdering it as the Workmanſhip of God, we ſhall ſce 
yet clearer Manifeſtations of his Juſtice, in the ſtrie- 
ter and more neceſſary Connection which there is 
between Virtue and Pleaſure, and between Moral- 
Evil and Pain. 2 


We are no ſooner ng any 14 
tion exetting itſelf, than plesſing Senſation ariſes 
in the ſelf-appreving Mind, even before: the come 
pleted vistuous Action, which increaſcs the Pleaſure 
becauſe the good Affaction has then it's full Effect. 

On the other hand, inward Shame, and ſelf=tors. 
mentiag Reflections nece ſſarily accompany a Con- 
lrĩouſneſi of immorat. Difpofirions , and grow wit 
them im every Step af their Progreſs, & all their ſad 
eas. erm. XXXVI. For 


Beten one Event to the Righteous & to the Wic⸗ 


6 ot de Mc of God, 


Fur Proof of chis, dhe proper Appeal is to Ex. 
periknee, and every Man's Heart will Witneſs to 
Him that it is true, unleſt a long Courxſe of proftigate 
Wiekedneſs has deſtroyed his” natural Senſe oſ 
Right and Wrong 3 in which "Caſe, Human: Nature 
is viſibly depraved; "and lots _ al 8 0 
1 29711 © 2+ 47 Jt; 
The Ways, therefore, of en are, ow FAR uns 
alterable Appointment of God, "Ways of Pleaſant. 
neſs, and all her Paths are Peace; -The contrary 
Ways of Sorraw & Miſery: Which is a further 
900 ſtance of : a JUST & Moral-Government i in Nature, 
or of the Divine-Righteouſneſs, , adding a Sanctfon 
of Rewards and Puniſhments which executes itſelf, 
to the Law which is written in the Hearts of Men. 
But ftill, It muſt be acknowledged, chat tho theſe 
are Inſtances of the divine Juſtice , and particular 
Methods by which it is ere yet it is not ly 
manifeſted in them; 27 1-000] og 16 > 
The Obſervations which live bien wide on the 
tommon Courle of Providence, doinot hold univer- 
filly ; the beſt Men are not alva the moſt profpes 
rous in the World, tho Virtur tende to Proſperity! 
Sickneſs, Poverty and Reproach happen oſten to 
the 600d and to the za promiſcuduſſy, there iv 


led: indeed, ſometimes true Religion is the very 
761 414 VN AA. "6 4b .. Cav 


proved hom Reaſon, 5 | 177 


vlg. ol N Sufferings fro from the Hands of the 
Wilkes, K And e bey,*” "A gar ni di NN d 
"What n may qe pr be called the SanRios 
of the Law of Nakah ihward Satisfaction ard 
eee, which accompanies 4 Conſciouſneſs of virtu· 
ous loregrizy, as it's Reward; & the Anz guiſh which 
uctends Nen“ 3 ſelf-accuſing 'Thobphts; as the preſent 
Puniſhment « of their Sins ; even this does not a ppeaf 
8$ we ſhould e 21 the Refu lt "of a Judicial- Pro- 
ceeding thovld ' It riſes of Falls, nor alwa 1 
10 Proportion to Merit and mee z but 0 

have jt in their Power t6 mike" it more or lem fen- 
ſibly felt. — Sometimes goa M12, thro'theix own 
Weakneſs and Inattention, have not at all the. En- 
joqment of their own Sincerity; which they others 
pile Perk ke had'; and bad Ie, by increaſing 
their ickedneſs, Karden' themſe]ves into an Inſens 
ſibility, and' thereby lefſen the Peelings of their 6wn 
Sufferings for it , We muſt , - therefore , eoncludg 
lat therpreſens: State of dis, World tho jt is not 
aichous, rang Intiwations of the Divine-Juſtice , 
et it js nagt the proper Scene f for that Attribute to 
diſplay irfelf fully in 3 nd that God, has appointed 
FT UAE State, in which he will jodgr Veg aps and 1 
eher Mopal; Agents, in e N 2 
dal} acoording cg their Works. 
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1 10 wo Ex 
periknee, and every Man's Heart will Witneſs to 
- Him that it is true, unſeſt a long Couiſe of profligate 
Wiekecneſs has deſtroyed! his” natural: Senſe of 
Right and Wrong 3 in which Caſe, Human- Nature 
Wannen er e 4 
- joyment. 119 £21 45 an 
1 rde Ways, therefore, of Wiſdoin, are, 5 tives 
alterable Appointment of God, . Ways of Pleaſant. 
neſs , and all her Paths are Peace; - The contrary 
Ways of Sorraw & Miſery: Which is a further 
100 ſtance of a a JUST « & Moral-Government i in Nature, 
or of the Divine-Righteouſneſs, „adding a Sanctſon 
of Rewards and Puniſhments which executes itſelf, 
to the Law which is written in the Hearts of Men. 
But till, It muſt be acknowledged, that tho theſe 
are Inſtances of the divine Juſtice, and particular 
Methods by which it is e yet it is not Fall 
manifeſted i in them. 77 14600} on 5 
© 'The Obſervations which hive bites . 
tommon Courſe of Providence, do:not hold univer- 
fally ; the beſt Men are not-always the moſt proſpe 
rous in the World, tho Virtur tenda / to Proſperityl 
Sickneſs, Poverty and Reproach happen often to 
the c00D and: to the Bab promiſcuoblly, '**there i 
often one Event to the Righteous & to the Wic⸗ 
ned: indeed, ſometimes true Religion is the very 
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Cauſa of grievous : Sufferin ngs 'from the Hands of the 


Wicked, And' on.” Soyo 3 4:14 1 2% 17 ey 
"What ms may mg deg the Seien 
of the Law dive iÞward Satisfaction and 


571 od Devel a Conſciouſneſs of virtue 

een as it's Reward; & the Anguiſh which 
ad Nen“ 
Puniſhment of their Sins ; ; even this does \ not appeaf- 
a6 We Would er & the Reſült of a Judicial- Pro- 
terding thovl ology — It files of Falls, ndt alway oF 
exact. Proportion to Merit and mee ; but by 
have it in their Powef to mike” it more or leſt fenw 
ſibly felt. — Sometimes gobd Men, thro their ownl 
Weakneſs and Inattention, have not at ul the Eg · 

ment of their own Sincerity, which they others 
wh might h fave 1405 100 bad'Mcn » by novifog 
their Wickedneſs, harden” therſe}ves into an Inſege 
bility, and thereby jeſſen the Peelings of their 6wn 
Sufferings for it , We mult, therefore, concludes 
lat chef pyr ſent State of this, World, tho it is not 
vithgut ſtrang Intimations of the De Julien 2 
pet it is ngt the proper Scene Sls that Axrribure tg 
diſplay ſelf fully;i in; and that God i hay appoi 120 
F7UAE State, in which he will judge Meg a if 
ether Mopals Agents, in Rightcop ſaeſ ee 
al wrording t9 their W "MH 
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can carry us in the Knowledge of n' evTvkx Divine 


Betribution. — In. hat Mapper, 1 * at hop Time, 
and with what Solemnity God. will, 6 judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs,” muſt be unknown to v3 
without a Revelation: and, ſo muſt the Nature & 
Circumſtances of that State to which Meß, will be 
edjudged ; any farther, than. that it. will be wilt 
with the Righteous, and 1 ILL, with the Wicked, 'of 
that, in general, the Former, wil will be boppy, 


Latter miſerable, 14 80 hk 
This Revelation, (in eferen ce.to 15 to dhe wal 


6 fore vs,) we come ny 2 ISITC, wow 24% os {halt 
* "Secondly; to conſider. . oed Ene Sac tes! 
e 1317.35) CT 'S V ano d: 


9 „ That God will deal juſtly with, 1 according 
to the Nature and Quality of their Actions, . Good 
to the Good, and Evil to the - This is che con- 
ſtaor; Tenor of che hi ible... „ 3; 1296 - hp 


We have all long rakenotieeTherthe!DoAtine 

6f the Seriptures concerning the ioine * 2 
9 petſectiy agreeable to the Dictates of Reaſod, 

may make the ſame Obſervation'Herel on vn 

The Declarations of the ſacred Writitigs impor 

ing that Bod in Josr, ate fo many And fo Expreſs 

; they are delivered with tuch Cleirne; andi incul 

I Fated with ith ſuclf EArneſtueſt; "it ach inſifted 


al IAA aire 


v1 


WIT ns 1 
2 


ine I , a8 „ Feundaticm bever to be departed ſrom, in 


123 


ide ning our Expectagians from his ſupceme Tribunal, 
nat na Chriſtian can baue eny Doubt concerning = 
e & (dis Truth, or the leaſt Reaſon to imagine that his 


own, and every other Perſod's fins}: Condition, will 

not be determined according to it. — The right- 
teous Judge of the World will do right, will bave 50 
Conſideration in Judgement of any Man's Perſon or 
ourwand State and Character ; of his Nature, Fa- 
mily, or religious Profeſſion ; whether he were beau. 
iful or deformed , noble or ignoble, rich or poor, 
earned or ney, «whether he be Jew or Gen- 
tile, Band or Free ;” but he that feareth him, and 


ding vorketh Righteouſneſs” in this State of Trial, will 
Good be accepted with him.” He that did his Will fin- 
con. Weerely, according to the Knowledge he had of it, or 


might have had by a due Improvement of the Op- 
rtunities afforded, will be approved. 

"He that occupied , faithfully aod diligently , the 
[alenes committed to his Truſt, whether they wer 
or leſs, will be proportionably rewarded ; Bu 

| the Workers of Iniquity, of whatever Denomina- 
jon they are, will be finally rejeRed. 2 


wen 1f chov dcn well , (Girh God. to cee bn 
og nat de accepted?” Bur if Evil, Sin ſhall be up- 


10 


7 Diligence in well-doing here, & to'rhe'Maſure 0 
their Sinfulneſk, '-c 7 2 > Hog folk colts YEP 


Bag? ; bur that their Condition "of F appineſs © or Mi- 
Kryi in the other World, vill be it in exact Proportion 


'Ufo' will God render unto then. We 


460 Of the Juſtice of God. 


"1 'Hithe? belodg theſe Finumerable Texts, in which 
Glory and Happineſs, Honour and Tmmortality, are 
Sed pris Fn ſoberly, righteouſly; & 
godly in this preſent World; Aud Wickedneſt 
and Diſobedience are threatned wich enn and 
1 Funiſhments. For. ) 
The Lord is righteous in al his Way i & holy 
10 all his Works,“ and will render to every Man 
the juſt Recompenſe of his Hands unto him.” 
It is only the Difference in Men's Actions that i th 
will difference their future Conditions. lndeed, | Ge 
Nothing is more plainly, declared. i in Seriptur en 


* this, that «without Reſ ſpe# « of, Perſons , God Di 


1 


will judge every Man acc cordihg to, his Work; "= « 

(i.e) will aſſign them a Portion , good or bad » ac- 

cording to the Quality of cheir Converſation i in this 

vor Bur furtbet. f 
The deriprae a as s conſtantly N that LF only 

Rewards and 

tribored i in the future State, as Men vere good or 


to the Degree of their Sincerity, their "Zeal and 


-: Not only to their Quality; but qu theit Deę 


ee eee 


mg rn wo oper omyurre wy” SCI ICI 


R 


a Srripture, W 


nf :We'hav®-this-fullyiferforth-£0.45Jo- the Parable 
of Talenten, where'-every>Man's Rimard ia alocted | 
din according xo emp V ment init. 
pon chi Account! it is; that our Sh viour threa- 
tetzs the who continue impehitent'; and unholy 
under the Gdſpel, with more heavy and dreadſul Pu- 
diſhments,:& tells them that . in the Day of Judg- 
ment, their Condition ſhall be ſar worſe than their's 
of Tyre and Sidon, of Sodom and Gomortahß. 
For, It is but reaſonable, that, in Proportion to 
the Degrees of Light and Knowledge which the 
Goſpel Yiſpenſeth to Men; the Motives to Qbedi- 
ence, and in Conſequence, RE of their 
Ditobedience ought to ariſ mme. 
«To whomſoever uuen is given, of bim MUCH 
vill be required, and to whoſoever Much is im- 
parted, of him will Men require the ors.” — That 
Servatit,'who knew his Lord's Will, but did not ac- 
t only cording to it, will be beaten with many Stripes. 
y di This Life is the Seed · Time for Pternity, in which 
che that ſoveth ſparingly” the Setd of Good. Works, 


%hallireap But ſparingly” hereaſter : but, he chat 
ſoweth bountifully, vhether of Virtue or Vice, ſhall 


jexp dountifolly” of che Fra: of his own er (a) 
The 
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geit at the Hand of God fer, Uthe Ln itight- 


men, there are expreſs Textswwhichy attribute the 


oy Throne.” 
Io theſe Texts (which, confirm the Juſtice of 


iht Osche Jöſtiee of Ged. 

>''T be m&te"Good'of Eil whbh uad. Jan Bold in 
chu Lic, in- chi State" of Probacior , che Eren der 
will de the Re ward or Puniſtimem t hich h mille. 


dous in all his Ways, & boly in all his. Nr 
«will eule no Man's, Werk 80 ſaih Y, 
Beſides theſe [Proofs of God juft Dealing with 


Perfection of Juſtice and Righteobſneſs to Gd in 
a SINGULAR er as the veep de of _ 
dure 1 big wie Yo eee 
The holy Pratrniſt lays; «the Lord i is — fit 
& Daniel, „O Lord, Righteoufneſs belongeth unto 
thee,” — Even an hardened Pharaoh ackoowledged 
that the Lord is righteous. Again. 
Abraham, when pleading with God ſor the Right- 


rr =-o vp = w 


..eous in Sodom, grounds the Strength of his Argu- , 
ment in the Attribute before us, the Juſtice of God, | 
nen the Judge of all the Earth do- right? K 


This nz6aTvE Interrogation- is equivalent, in- 
deed, beyond a vehement Aſſertion :- hall not 
che Judge: of all the Earth dorright I (i.e) molt 
eee will. Again, w yi de ino #4.) 

Juſtice and Judgement are abe Habitation of 


all. thaſe Veil. which. 0 of 
 Rightcou els 
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proved from Scripture. 183 


uin righteouſneſs his Throne and Dwelling-Place ; of 
eater his Delight ther inan of the Duration! and Eter- 


of it, which I need not here particularly re- 


or. Soking Diſplays be has given of dete his Per- 
ſeclions, in various Inſtances of his Condua towards 


Mankind j efpecihlly in ou Redemption by Jeſus. 
Chridv m Den Which the Altoniſhment of _ 


as yell u Mets b I Order to ſerure'the'Righs of 
his Goveramaary end0d/tpake-way” for the Return 


af the Hey Spirit ti Meſo Temples he Had rigbteculy 1 


forſdkewhefhie hit Sorints our Wound, io bey the 
eee, e eee r 
the Almighty pervert Juſtice ?” — which is a vehe+ 
ment Denial of it; for, 

«Far be it from God that he ſhould R Wicked- 
neſs, and from the Almighty thas he ſhould commit 
Iniquity ;“ for, *the Work of a Man will he render 
nto him, and cauſe every Man to find according 
to his Ways.” — ſurely God will not do wickedly, 
deither will the Almighty pervert Judgment.“ 


duſneſs 1 in God : God forbid.” 


„What ſhall we ſay, then? Is there Voright- 


-eous in Sodom, grounds the Strength of his Argu- 


182 Of the Juſtice ot God. 
The mete G οd of Eil which aayiMan Holx in 
'thiv\ Life, in«this Stat: of i Probation , che Ira der 
will de the;Reward or Pugiſlimeduwhichhewillde. 
geive at the Hand of God + for; tithe. Lord incght- 
dous in all his. Ways, & holy in all his.Works”, 
«will eauſe no Man's, Werk a9 fail; But,: 

BZBeſides theſe Proofs of God juſt Dealing with 


| wen, there are expteſs Tests hic attribute the n 


Perfection of Juſtice and Righteobſneſa to dd in il 
u SINGULAR 2%. hs us the-very'Effence of his Na- 
dure. 9 8 6 e, big tt To eee e 
The holy Pſatrniſt ſays;'* che Lord is righteous?" 
& Daniel, O Lord, Righteoufneſs belongeth unto 
thee,” — Even an hardened Pharaoh acknowledged 
that the Lord is righteous.“ Again. 
Abraham, when pleading with God forthe Rigi- * 


ment in the Attribute before us, the Juſtice of God, 
*Shall pax the Judge of il dir Earth de- dabt f, a 
This NJGATIVE Interrogation is equivalent, in- 
ded beyond a _vehement Aſſertion :. hall not bo h 
the; Judge of all the. Earth aonnbe (ie) ma beit 
undoubtedly; be will. Again, v He 4: * 
Juſtice and Judgement arcighe, Habitation of 


2 Throne.“ 
„To theſe Texts, (which, confitm the he Juſtice o 
Bod.) belong ell. Sale kee, which, ſpeal 4 


 Righteov nels 


Low worked broken, and to ſuffer the Penalties df it 
nen Perſdm on the Orofs;: What am ani 
Expteſſiom of"! Juſtice'was. ibis! And who enn give 
full Credit to iti and not feel the warmeſt Reſeniments 
kindleq in his Breaſt, at che vety Idea of uud, Op. 
preſſion and Injuſtice .. Rt.. 
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Beſides theſe-, 


which Miios hi Comma TiaLinjuftite and Un- 
righteouſneſs from God, at the greateſt Diſtance, & 
with the utmoſt Abhorrence, as being moſt. con 
TRARY to his Nature and Perfe&ions. © 

«God is a God of Truth, and without Iniquity:“ 
«There is no Iniquity. with the Lord our 699, nor 
tccepting of Perſons, nor taking of Rewards. 
Again, *Doth God pervert Judgement, or doth 
the Almighty pervert Juſtice ?“ — which is a vehe+ 
ment Denial of it; for, 

«Far be it from God that he ſhould "R Wicked- 
neſs, and from the Almighty that he ſhould commit 
Iniquity ;” for, the Work of a Man will he render 
unto him, and cauſe every Man to find according 
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deither will the Almighty pervert Judgment.“ 


«ta «What ſhall we ſay, then ? Is there Varight- 
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” Pfalm erl. 17. be Lord is ri hreous in "alk 


bis * and holy in all bis Works.“ 5 
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Hl. dag 5 ee add Conftmecl the At- r 
tribute of God's Juſtice, I am now to remove the be 
eee bag Pr have been any N * 4 
it. And, , 2 — 995 1139 th 


"Firſt, It is objected and ſaid, chat d neden 

of (God's Dealings with Good" and mug. * in this an 
World, argues agaiyſſt it. 

$7 In this Life things happen Sroctiſewoutiy; there is 

one Event to the Rightcous , and to the Wicked ;" 4 
Iudeed, if the Balance is in Favour of any, the Wic- 
ked have generally the Advantage. "Now, _ Ti 
: =? Ho, (ſay they, is the Iarqualityſof God's Deal- 
ing with his Creatures, conſiſtent with, this Juſtice 
of his, which we ſo ſtrongly plead-for? = — The An- 
ſwer to which is, 


Firſt, that we ought not to make a Judgement 


UNCON- 


47 


. Fo 


= oncometerur':Eventzi fory it is can intire Scheme 
— WT comprehendiog the whO Series of Events = Aud 
5 therefore, as in other oh&Viau Caſes, , Syſtem ig 
ot rightly underſtood, nor a true Judgemeat pra: 


ron Relations. (a) So to a right; Judgement of 
— Wl this Moral-Scheme, it would be geceſfary to fee the 
e At: remoteſt Iſſue of things comprehended i in it, RS. 4 
„the ! beiag above the Reach of human Vodeſtanding; 
nn the great Deſigo,) muſt be but very imperfetly 
WH voderſtood by us, & it would be extremely raſh. to 
pronounce them inconſiſtent wich We tee 
and Goodneſs, _ 


uality 
in this 


there is 
ek ed 2 
) Wic- 


poſition may ſerve? And why may not a rutTurg 
Time. for Puniſhment be more properly choſen 


this the /yanzENT,, by a Governor who has 411, 


s Deal. 
(Juſtice 
he An- 


. grievous 
* ty Some 1 Writers hive act 1 ur compared the 


| one main Design purſued , but there may be a conſiderable Di 
ty of Parts and Characters, every one of which it ſhould be tbe Au- 
thor's, Care to conduct properly 3 but they are not to be judged of, 
\ by irſelf , without Reference to the min End ; and therefore, 
n be rightly determined tin the CancluGon of the Whole « . . 
3 _"_ AVI. ; 


gement 
INGLE, 
UNCON- 


wi ObjeAives-anfwtred; „% 


nouneedꝭ upon it merely by ſeeing and conſidexigg 
it's UnnsTATID Parts, but by diſcerning; their Wyo 


particular Diſpenſations , (which are only Parts of 


Who n 3 SY, ſick a Dif, 


TOS." in 0 n — 12 Man ſuffers 


E eee eee in which there ought io 


* 7 * 2 ” 2 


Lt 1 


fiveous "AMiiRions); who knows the 11 
Luoſes or conſequene Effect v ſuch an Event, and 
whit important Ends in the Univerſe, or in the Di- 
vine Government of Moral-Agents,: it'may"anſwer ? 
Sed never does any thing (contrary to Juſtice or 
| Goodniefs ; But he may do, and actually does many 
things, the Jultice & Goodneſs of which, we'cannce 
it preſent diſcern, no more than his Wiſdom: in them, 
| we know by Experience that ſome Events which 
üt firſt ſeemed to be very grievous}, have after- 
_ wards appeated in a different Light, and hot onhy 
Juſt, but wiſely meant for good. - We may well ſup⸗ 
ofe it ſo in other Caſes , to the End of e out 
:nowledge does not teach.” But, 
When the Myſtery of God ſhall be ynrd; 
| . rovidence ſhall have it's 
rotr Accompliſhment; then, & not till then, ſhall 
ce divine Moral -Attributes he perfe&ly vindicuted, 
td the ConviRtion of all rational Beings ; all Dif- 
fleulties relating to this Subject cleared · up and the 
Odjections ſilenced which ſhort-ſighted Mortals now 
| make „but which really have no other . 
dean in their own Ignorance ; at preſent, the 
oy of God are to us unfearchable ,'and this Fog 
5 it finding-out. This, however, we know, and it 
ought to ſatisfy vs, that ſince chere! are plain Diſ- 
 Coveries of a * . in the Univerſe, 
which 
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whithy ſorned wot diſpoſes all thingꝭ in it; Gree 
che Supreme-Being is the natural Governor of all 
his /Creatu'res; andthe 'Moral-Govetnor of all Ra- 
tional Agents x {inte from the Conſtitution of our 
own Nature, and by convineing Arguments dran 

even from the preſent Admitziſtration, it appears 

that He is on the Side of Virtue, and chat he is jolt 
ind gbod; fince theſe things arc: ſo, the Evidence 

of his Juſtice will zin v, and in the wrote 50 

fully mani feſted for the Good of his Creation. / 

But further; What hath been alrea dy ſaid in 4 
plication of che Attribute before ud, [Via] that the 
Juſkier of Ood is in no Way eoficerrtd in the Dif- 
tribution of the GoOd- Things of this World, they 
being given according to the good Pleaſure of his 
Win, guided by infinite and unerring Wiſdom; he 
having an unqueſtionable Night to do what he 
vill with bis dn.“ This wy _ * g 
hive all Difleblties in ft. 

We eannot, indeed, bot doe; "oo the bel 
dence of his, is yet wanting. We habe clear Dx. 
monſtrations of the Power, & viſdom, & Good- 
ſeſs of God , in this vaſt and Alcnitadle TO | 
things which we ſre. 1 

Aut we muſt ſtay till the Diy of Jodgnient for a 
dear and folt Manifeſtation vf rhe · Divine Juſtice 3 
for which: Reaſon, that Day is, in Scriprute, called 
Serm. XXXVIII. 3 «he 


* 


n ot the-Joſtice of O. 


: «the. Day of the ee, of the beende 
gzment of God. T 
. Tut een & e Obje&ion, e which 
has, in all Ages, been drawn from the vnropa. 
Diſtribution of Providence in the preſent Life, is 
ſufficiently anſwered by the Belief of a future State, 
which by the Exa@nels and preciſe Equity of the 
final Determinations of the great Day, ſhall be 1 
dundantly made - up all the lictle Incqualities of this 
hort Life, «which is but for a Moment, and ll 
Moutha ſhall be ſtopped,” not from the Itreſiſtible- 
neſs of God's Power then to be manifeſted, but 
from the thorough. red of: 4 THEN = & 
Fan Proceedings. 
Under this Conſideration, the Objeftion befor 
us will perfectly vaniſh ; for, ann will 
rightly diſpoſe every thing. 
- The deſe rring of Rewards and Selen to 
the moſt convenient Seaſon. is ſo far from bei 


\  RefleQtion upon the Juſtice of God, that it is hight 


20 the Commendation of * jultice and en 
- together. „ OA . by 

lt is not necelfaty. to justice. e ſhould ber 
jtſelf 1MMEDIATELY, as ſoon as there are Objects for 


ws zt this is not thought neceſſary among Men, much 


more, therefore, ought we to leave it to God, to 
3 * ame _ N 
. ine "Beſide 


Vin 


* 


5 nn an Anſwer; there are 
ud- . theſe ſeeming Inequa- 
lities; which new them not only to be conſiſtent 
with; hut even to be nmnaurirutr Parts of the all- 
wiſe Detzgo of Providence in governing the Works, 
through all the Variety of W eg . * with 
final Equity; and enact Juſtice,' + 1 oo 7 
God frequently afflicts deer ſor the Trial 
of their Faich, & the Improvement of their Virtue, 
"rhat he may take Occaſion to r the greater 
Good at their latter Ed. 7 46 #6) 
Some tires he dees it fot the Cree of theth 
Faults), & for purging then, chat they wy bing 
forth more and more Fruit, ts perfection. 

This Life is 4 State of Trial. (4) To follow Mie: 
ler bote. with — and e Rewards 


(A) To FL TL Mankind x are now 7-4 a PER OE SID. * 
dich is a, Suppoſition in all Reſpe&s wortby the Wiſdom of God, & ' 
x inconſiſtent with any of his Perfection, and we tiave great Reste 
believe | ir is Fa&,) when we conſider the Weakiefs and Imperfe&t. ' 
'of the human Capacity , both'intefle&ual and Gral, and the für- 
ing Improvement ir makes by due Application & Exerciſe, (which * 
ends principally on the Mind itſelf,) & when we'confider the Cir. © 


ing us ſuch Opportunities of making Progreſs in Knowledge'& Vir- 
; alowing-thi« Suppobition , it 36 evident'that tie Appearaniced'of » 


| be expeRted | to be x (i. ono nr te think that 
ben. XXVII. * * Diele 


nd 


atances of our State, etscly firted to the Deſign of trying us, ad * 


preſent Condition ure jam fuet!'as the} oagwe, or in in Reaſon they 


f 


of their Diſpolitions and Behaviour ; for then their State would not 


* ot che-Jiſtice of God. 
and Puniſhmnents, would lay too great a Reſtraint 


upon them. God, by deſerring to reward the Righ. il | 
_ Teous, makes-proof of their Faith, their Love, and 
their other Chriſtian Graces ; whereas, ' ſhould the 
Providence of God put a manifeſt Differente in , 


this World, between the Juſt & the Unjuſt, it would 
not only, in a great Meaſure, deſtroy: Faith, but 
sven rgake i it to be but of little Virtue to be Good, 
On che other Hand, God frequently, for oo lea 
wiſe Reaſons, defers puniſhing the Wicked, indeed, 
(as the Pſalmiſt complains) malces them remarkably 
 pROPEROVS in the World, ſometimes to. make 
them Inſtruments for the Puniſhment. of others; 
ſometimes to cauſe their Puniſhment, when it comes 
finally upon them, to be- more. conſpicuous, er- 


emplary, and remarkable, (4 that arhers. fog th 
Brit 8 olly, 


| Divine Providence ſhould interpoſe any otherwiſe than it now Gul 


does , not by diſpenſing to all Men , Enjoyment and Happineſs of all 
Kinds, or Pain and Miſery in exaQ Proportion to the Good and Evil 


_ MM et cod wot wan” 


an woec., oo we co ws rw wwe 


be probationary z but by affording Men ſufficient Means of Virtve, 
ye leaving them at Liberty to uſe them or not, or giving ſtrong Inti- 
mations , hut not an intuitive Knowledge , ſuch as ſhould neceſſitate 
their Aﬀent or Attention, that God is a Lover of Moral-ReQiirudein 
- big Creatures, and will ſupport i it's Intereſts. It it be fa , the Conſe- 
quence is truly plain, that God will diſtribute Rewards & Poniſhmenti 
doerery Man, as the Juſtice of his Government requli es him to do. 


_ (A) © Puniſhments deferred, generally fall the beavier.” 
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Rraint 
"Righ- 
E, and 
Id the 
Te in 
would 
h, but 
Good, 
0 lels 
ndeed, 
rkably 
make 
thers; 
comes 
„ex- 
ng the 
Folly, 


actually 
eſs of all 
and Evil 
ould not 
' Virtue, 
oog Inti- 
eceſſitate 
tirude in 
e Conſe- 


„ 
* 4 


nels is deſigned. to lead the to Repentance,” 


», 


kenn end (ſhvere al, Conſequences gf their evil 


Me mal be; the. mare mid, 
and do no more any ſuch Wickednefs.” 1. 828 100 


Moſt e God does it to ſhew his 


ind Forbes abet, ah to give Mew — Yed 


for Repenrauee of Hk Jicubrs ab uld he four 


flom "objecting againſt, that ie rh Natter , 


3 conſequently of; Than 
tHe PHT ef li- 


Lenity toward ds them 
ſulmeſg, and ld Ae e 


ving to lis Glory, in all ſpeedy ind tecbte meta 


ment. * N r Daus Ce ABI 12 27 .; Auf 
e lg off SUM gi 
Sbeuld Gad, (ia Compliange.39 thsſe, Qbjectors Gere 
* execute” his Vengeance ſpeecly upon an Exil⸗ 
Doer “ the Sinner would be miſerable, for ever g 
whereas now, by the Paticace of God and. his Far, 
bearance ,; he hath: Time: ſor- Repentance and. A 
mendments:*Deſpiſeſ thou, therefore, O Man, the, 


Richey of God's Geodnels, & Patience, and Long: 


Suffering towards thoe, nat knowing that his Goad. 


3 "is 
Agiin;, It is objected further againſt the Juſtice 
of God, and ſaid, that he often puniſhes! one Man 


er another Indeed, mity for the Sins of one.) ni 


"Now; How, (foy the yi) is the vA unh af 
Phrtifirmeſt agteesble tothe -Faftice of God, whed 
* 8 1 well-known Rule, and nothing more rea- 

Serm. — | ſinable 


«K „ ne 
yy GORE: 8 


Objatines.axfyered> 1 1% 
a at 


ya Ot the jette of Gad. 


13 / thith that Metis Faults ſhould ha 
Vpon center, und Pubiſtimenc fall Wen . 
Sa e e dor 220m one 
5 eid wile.» Hoh bod; NMI N Tet; 
x Ip Anſwer to this ve. lay, that who er 
nen- upon him the: Puniſhevegt of agother, juttly 
ayy n ig the: Cate of dur bleſſed Saviour, for Sin- 
e 3 yiznaundic aht cd elnino. 
il As ©.cbe Puni of. Children, for "their Pa. 
ente, or Subjects for their Prigce, $500 09 way 
unjuſt ; for we are all Singers, and God may lay his 
Puniſhment where rn 1 
(Not that w ate te Undeeſtand, chat Cod will 
ever, on Account of the Sim of Parents, puniſf 
Ekildren;/in the ſtrict dehie of the Word, hen they 
deſerve it not. No (4) : But the Courſe of things, 
eſtabliſhed by his Providence, it domes to paſs;"that 
che Sits of one Perſon, or obe Generation; lead 9 
thoſe, who come after them; into the ſame, or other, 
perhaps, greater Sins ; and: ſo bring upon them 
double Sufferings, partly the Fruſts of their Prede- 
 ceffor's Faults, and partly of their own. And, 
When ſucceſſive Generations follow one another 
in Crimes, beſides the natural bad Effecta of them, 
Which puniſn them in ſome Mraſure, God map juſt- 
| . ee en e een than he 


air WAH mn don FR 
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-wodldelfe inflict for weir o ,a Tranſgreſ- 
dong (a) boch becauſe it may deter Men from 
propagating Wiekedneſi down to their · Poſterity, & 
becaoſe, if it doth. not, . jnveterate Evils . 4 
obne Cure,  Briidey + 156 ov 

Ihe Puniſhment both of Childreh und Subjadts | 
tenderly toucheth both Father & Prince, .inafmoch 
vs *They are but Members one of another;” and, 
„Where dne Member ſufferethy there all the mem- 
'bers ſuffer with it: Indeeil, the Head is frequent- 
ly more tenderly touched iti the Puniſnmrot of it's 
Members, than immediately ,in itſelf. For, 

What would dot a Father uydergo for the Proſ- 
perity, and Happineſs ; of his Soh ? And, « 0 

Is nor the Multitude of Subjekts both the Glory 
and Safety, of a Prince? Belides, 

How can we reaſonably expect it otherwiſe ? An 
myscT3D Head generally diſorders the whoLs Body * 
for, uſuch as the Father i is, ſuch , - generally, is the 
Son 8 () And who of us Mortals know when *the 
Meaſure of our Iniquity is full ?” 


. God's denouncing , therefore, (is in the Second 
hes dnmandment,) this Intention, beforehand, won 
2 influence ane. if any e ; Becauſe it 
KOT BARS Far; min "Sha ; 
e ; 
(8) Sic Pater, fic Filius. . Swi 


erm. XXXVIII. 
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. fr mh ceihvtithem 
ſelves, if not equally; Men are abways inte reſted. | 
This Threatning, therefore ws not only juſt, 

but wiſe and kind on the Suppoſition, (which in 
general it was reaſonable to make ) that in ſuch 

Matters, Children would imitate their wicked Pro- 

genitors. And wherever any did not; either their 

Jonocence would avert the impending Evila or they 

would be tly rewarded/ ins FUTURE Life 

for what the Sins of others had iwought upon ea 

Lin the PRESENT. (a)- But 1497 441515715 250m 


% 


1 God hath threatned, (as in the 42400 to 
Puniſh, in this Way , *to the Tnind and robnrz 
Generation,“ (the uſual Term for which the So ici 
| tude of a Perſon may be ſuppoſed. to extend for his 
Deſcendants,) He hath promiſed to *ſhew Mercy 
unto_TROVSANDS,” (i. e) fo long as the World ſhall 
endure, to *them that Jove him, and keep his Com- 
: mandments.” (s) Ti 0 the Jews he fulfilled this En- 


gagement, 


a God n not the Children at Torments,, but 

"i their own Sins only z But He oſten brings them into the, ſame 

Temporal Troubles & Afflictions, by 'which the Sins of their Fathers 

are puniſhed. And this be does ſometimes, for the Benefit and Safety 

e thoſeivery Children. And it is of theſe e 
e that we muſt underſtand this Threat. - 


een Wag; wiki ary ie 
Meafure 


5 MA.” 
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Objeftions anſwered. IgG 


a as far as they gave him: Oppantintivyby 
Temporal Bleflings. And, Amongſt Chriſtians ahege | 
is ondipayily a faip Proſpect. that a; Nation, of a Fa- 
mily, pious and virtugus thro. ſucceſſive Ages, will 
be; reeompenſed with jncreafing. Happineſy in gyery 
Age: which is. a powerful Motive, both. fog wor- 
ſhiping God in purity ourſelves, & educating, thaſe 
who are placed under aur Care, to do ſo too. But, 


Thirdly, The chief Objection which is male's 
gainſt the - Juſtice of God, is, in Reference to the 
Puniſhment which wicked e sb b Pat 
run World. And here, | i ene: 

It is ſaid, that it ſeems e to Juſtice 0s 
Puniſh son r and TEMPORARY Adee 5855 ETER» 
vat Funichments. ko, Ts es & ve 


Mercy We anſwer, 8 2 1 Goodneſs of God, toe 

conrage Virtue, hath propoſed an eternal a, ew | 
ng Reward; fo, in like Manner, to diſcourage Vice, 
he hath 2 the Wiekrd of an eternal Ven- 
geance. 

If, therefore, U Sinner knowingly tranſprefitth, 
vhat enn he expect, bur, (as it were, ) his bargained 
Reward? He'knows', beſore- hand that it is dethb 
Weges of Sin ; if, We he ſins, it we Jeftice 
belong unto him. Rd. rn 7 

We may add bene, the: Heidoufueki/of Gs in de 
_ +» Serm. XXXVIIL © | own 


* 


NE. Of the Juſtice of God. 

9 on Nature, as done in Deſpight of Favour, « 3 
I bad our real Iocereſt;/and in che Preſenoe of the i * 
| Almighty: and then, who cen ſufficiently ell the yr 


i neee e Beides, | 
| According to this den Meese em r mise 
and Tradition, the Puniſhment of Sinners will be 
che fad Execs of Sig. — Sin ſeparates us from 
A | God, & a Separation from God includes in it every 
7 Woe. All the Evils, which the Souls of wicked 
| Men will ſuffer after Death, proceed not from the 
immediate Hand of God, laying their Torments on 
them, but rather are the Natural and proper Con- 
ſequences of their Sins z for, not only the Wages,” 


3 but „the Strength” alſo *of Sin is Death“ (ke) it 
| | «yields them every thing requiſite,” that pertains co 
| | _ Miſery and Anguiſh ; — The Effects of Sin wil 
a be their Tormeat for ever. 

4 From hath been ſaid, Permit me to * 
f the follow: wn A 


Firſt, of Admiration and ReſpeR. 


1 | There is a real and effential Difference between 
| Right and Wrong, or Moral-Good and Evil. 

4 + The Senſe of this is ſo deeply engraven on our 
WV LA Hearn, that it is impoſſible for us not to diſcern it, 
'$ . Le Rs Eg 
'% "ag KS ROE: -@fcording 
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MIO tber Biiftence, 4 0 diſapprove 
the contfiry Character: Bot NN FM 
ene „4 4s tf 

Secondly, From, what has been lid of Julie, & 
it reſpecta not the Diſtribution of the Good-Things 
of this Life, (they being wholly given by an ar- 
dry Will, guided by infinite uncrring Wiſdom} | 
ve are taught not to charge God fooliſhly,” when 
be te· takes an y thing from us. For, a a 

Fram. hence it plainly follows, that God cannot 
de charged with Injuſtice, when he is pleaſed pro- 
fidentidlly tb take away our Gods, Relations, or 
Lives, ſeltig he obily rakes 0 what . and , 
his own, 

We ate, therefore; rather. 3 to 3 
that he hath permitted us to enjoy them ſo long, 
than repine or be diſpleaſed, that he now calles for 
is own again. — Again. 
draw Hence: it becomes us ſo to uſe the Good-Things 
ich he intruſts us with, as becomes good Stew. 
d we are to uſe them to the Honour of our 
u, and to che Ends and Uſes for, which: he harh 
ouchſafed them ; that fo, if they be ſuch things as 
t —_— in the uſing, he may have his own a- 
4, uncotrupted and d improved. 20 % 26.79 8 
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498 ot the Jukice of God. 5 
Breach, and an chat we poſſeſa, are bis, and that the 


whom we have received them all, will ſay unto us, 
„Come, give an Account of thy Stewardſhip, for 
thou canſt be no longer Steward,” = we ſhould 


that ſo, when our Lord requires,' we-may' be able 


w. may haves alfo infer a few Words. cohcer- 
| ping the much controverted Doctrines of me # 


| aid,) can there be in the beſt of our Performan- 


* of it, , 1 * 1 * 1 23 $35 in ' 


un that **doth the thing that is lawful and right. 


; ip th Tipe Agrocy of 1 Mao, and the Wi 0 


Time will ſhortly come; when that Lord, from 


ſurely be concerned to ſpend our precious Time 
and all our other Talents, more to God's Glory & 
the Welfare of out Souls, than we generally do; 


to give up our Accounts with Joy. But Worker, 


F ree-Grace, : . 


* Seeing that * BE not eee 8 » 
d0 any thing of ourſelves, what Merit, (may it be 


ces? — Seeing we are able to do all things thro 
Chriſt ftrengrhening * ler dun is due « 
God t ot; Wok * e nt 47 5: 

We anfwer ; = . Mveb ee 0 
venant between. God _ _" is che Foundation 


-' God hath oromiſed to Fee the 


„Tbe Words, Promiſe and Reward , full 
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de laden 


tio lh the Condition, Thereſprs, N 
88 &iful-$onguily deſerves of his Father, yet 
can claim nothiag from. him aha, Debt, as the Rey 
ward of his Deſcxts , byt receives the, Whole frong 
him thankfully, 9 a Gift; ſo do the Good, from 
N n 1 
rie "© 'F m 


S 
20 previous Works of his be had made yhem due to bim as a Debt j 

efore/, that Covenant which was founded , ＋ ee 
be * juſtifying of Abraham freely by Grace; — Upon » bich 
zul, in a Variety of Inferences and £gpreſſions, aſlumes , that we, in 
ile Manner; are © juſtified freely by Grace, throvgb the'Redemption 


Cheſt, w mhoſoever ves , as Abr of old, 
. 2 Favour vun God, e Kigheoaf 
u being imputed unto them. 

The e eee dS 
on which it is offered, are t xery diflereqt things. ae 
—— of God's Mercy , in which, be has Regard to his Attribue 

;, tothe Hodour of bis Laws and his Government of the World x 
The Other e Method.ip which he applies-that to us f in ſuch a 
wary 5 a katy Be poet of wen 
1 ſi to pur "By 
"ewes ver to mix 5 to imagite that the Con- 
2n upon which Juſtification js offered ta us, is the; C 
e Ppt oor rotene memo 
he ee of, our Juſtiicagion ; or that God juſtifies us 

best are truly juft} - if Fallp oh phone urgent 
Tome Places of the New-"Teſtament , Juſtification may fand in that = 
en 
* of St. Paul to the-Romans and Galatians . in which.it.is . 
Nada of; dein in plditer'; than es . Beten is to how .. 
lee anon AW > 
derm. n . #664234). hc Fjett aan doe | 
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$69. Of the Jute er Bod. 
miſed. It was of God's/Fre&:Gribe to malte r Po- 
| mite but the Promiſe being made: WHO ver in Faith, 
 thibugh his" Aﬀiſtance, perfortry che Donati may 
nh much humble Confdenee, lay c do It; for 
G64 is obliged, by Virtue of his Fafchfullieſt, ts 
perform the Conditions of his Covenant £2) 
It ſeems righteous that God, (conſidered as a Go. 
vernor,) ſhould ſome Way or other reward, the Obe. 
diente und Sufft rings of-his/faithful:Servants.z Gnce, 
öͤtherwiſe there would be no fufficienr Motive for 
them to obry and ſuſſer for, his Sake. | But then, 
That this Re ward ſnould be ſo: excellent · as it i 
promiſed” to be, can hevet be on the” Actouhe of 
that ſtrict Juſtice which render to every one his Due, 
ſeeing there can be no Proportiun nenn _ 
AQtion, and an turtwrri Rewrd. 


4 «The Suffcrings of, this. 1 not wot-. 
rhy to be compared wich "the Gioty "which mal be 
R hereafter.” - _ 1 . # £ ies 17 i mn 7 . 29: | 
Though, therefore, fn. righteous with God to 
ward his faithful Servante i yet it ut. 3 
' his ſree Goodneſs that theif Reward will: be | 
and laſting as. 15 ann, ſhall 6 1 * was 
4 15 | 36} x 8 * 3 7 7 - rp 63 } -w497 r | 
eee eos Acceptance before ue e en cal 
565 befort God , only for the Merits of ovr:Lotd and Saviour 

Che; Pty and wat or var 099 Work Deering" 
BEIT” = 0@ bee the Eleventh Article of Religioge... . 
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5 nou 
ro. bene 8 rick Goodneſs, that 
God promiſed co give: Grace and Glory, and to 
vitb- hold no good thing from them chat teal 
godly Life. - But, The Promiſe being made, it is I 
AR of Juſtice t to. perform it; and. de may with mic 
bumble ( Confidence expeR it it from biw. 1-4 Fetther 3 


From the Diſtributative-Juſtice of God, as is 
doth not clearly appear in this World, we may 
learn Patience and Reſignation under all the Dif- 
ficulties of our * ee of afli log or 
Affront. 

Tho the Wiys of N now 8 % 
Obſcurity which is impenetrable to human Knows 
edge, and in our broken View of it's all-wiſe Pro- 
eedings, ſome Events have an Appearance: con- 
rarx to Righteouſneſs, the Laſt- Judgement will 
all theſe ſeeming: Inequalities, right. And to 
m who'\endure Perſecution far Conſcience Sake, 
bis is a grrat Support of Patience that © it is, (as 
t. Paul ſpeaks ,')+ a righteous thing with God 
p recompenſe T ribulation;; to theſe who. trouble 
em; and to. them who. are troubled, 2 final haps 
7 Reſt, when He, ſhall-be glorified-io the Salvation 
f his. Saints, and take Vengeance on them whey 
now him not, nor.obcy bis Laws.? : 2 
I: is often ee ed Mea dat their be- 


avert. <1 * aan. 
| n the: elatio * 22 14. It is pic + ®Bleſſet} are they 
that do his Commandments „* iber 0] Nr ; * to a: 


bs ung * * 2 


o 7 . 


png the Word: been a pt Drag it, 15 1 
Ty yer even Gans Fare would exe vo Founs. 
dation bor the Docihiae Meru. Far. Merit hgnifics. tuch A 2 
tn is Founded, erer . 
Ang the Reward. $3 ®#; | 1 198 ue r Hy 4: 2 * va dd 4 
art eh! as ariſes" from the Performance of cere 
Conditians;to 0 which Conditions there isfreely annexed a Kewardy 
Seca t and infinitely di e to the Conditions performed 
ect Riche, we ay, does bott M1 Siminith-from the Revert 
8 12 . . „ 
e > Grace bod wo 
or ng to n wes 
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miſed. It was of God Fre&Gribe to m 
mite, dot the Promiſe being made/wiiodveris Faith 
thibugh his Aﬀiſtaice, peffortrv the 'Conulſtion; may 
enk much humble Confidence, Fay cim de fu 
God is, obliged; by Virtut of His Tante, 
xerforin the Conditions vf his Covenant. 
It ſeems righteous that God, (conſidered as a Go. 
vernor, ) ſhould ſome Way or other reward, the Qbe. 
dience und Suffe rings of his-faithful.Servants.; Gince, 
_ Gthervwiſe there would be no fufficient Motive for: 
them to obey and ſuſter for. his Sake. But then, 
„Phat this Re ward ſhould be ſo excellent an it is 
promiſed to be, can never be” on the Accovuhr of 
that ſtlict Juſtice which render to ever one kia L Due 
ſeeing there can be no Proportiun between ar burt 
Action, and an IverotTe Ræe wirt. 


: «The Suffcrings of, this preſent. Life are. not wo 
thy to de compared " with "the Gery ouch malt 
revealed bereafter.”.” ci ; aut i 5 ˖ 2 22 g * * 1 

. Though, therefore, it be righteous with God 
| Ker bis falthfol Servant, i yet it is of Grace a 
80 waer Goodnefs that their Reward will: . 
and laſting as he ent ſhall *. 


5 „„ Rall an „ een a . 
. E n 2 OR 
pile ates {vin} that © We are account 
os before God , re the ddcles e ce phe berict 
Chriſt; by Ter and not for our oe XV cha &-Deſerriags 
_ box the Bloveth Ariel of Ria 
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Go ramiſed co give: Grace and Glory, and to 
vich- bold no good" thing: ſrom them that bead 
odly Life. But, The Promiſe being made, it is 4 
AR of Juſtice t to perform it; and 1 we may with mae 

bumble e Cualidence expeRt it ſrom biw. E Further, , 


From the Diſtributative-Juſtice of God, as is 
doth not clearly appear in this World, we may 
learn Patience and Reſignation under all the Dif- 


ficulties of our * e of A or 
affront, _ 


Tho the Wiys of nt nodal now 3 * 
1 which is impenetrable to human Knows 
edge, and in our broken View of it's all-wiſe Pro- 
dings, ſome Events have an Appearance: con · 


— —0 nn Ma 


» Obedien wad nſible D ty whether He: WIT made y 
uch Promite wad eee len 42 ade Gbeye l his Will to 


the heb of. ſy 1, Power: / e have ſtill df ee nothing, at e 
rs 4h Pee the 4 of of Pun hnent; 'daving ne a rl 
LOG which was our Hut, to do. Neverthele(s;y,, 


" GoFhavieg been pleated to auen to fluch Obedience te'Pro- 
Mile vt eternal Lite ; rom Phat Promite there does arne, to lues 
he. lot m the Condnions, a” Right to the Reward, * | he Prom} 
Aas ne, hre mid, of Weg nv, b- alto the Performance 08 N. | 
Wen bt, | the tune Lune. has nothing of Merit in — 
os very Right, nale is touadęd entirely on ſueb a Frge Gift | 
A. wer ag Qnligation othavng beloved at Ill. | 8 


It parallel ich Thar Saying ot our Saviour reipecting him ſelf, 
775 brift to have faffered jheje Thingt, and to enter into his G 

Chritf on Earth, did nothing to merit futh Sofferinge ; 
{ſo neither, have, we do merit eternal Life: Bot as theſe things are 
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raden, Crhich may be numbered among their 
moſt important Intereſts in this World, ) ſuffer by 
wrong human Judgement, both in the | Forms of 
publick Authority, and private Ceſure. But, therg 
lies an Appeal. to a ſuperior rightedus Tribunal; 
&, with Minds ſupported by a Conſciouſneſs of their 
own Sincerity, it may well be accounted 14 veiy 
| Fmall thing, to be Judged by Men, or 'of Man's 
Judgement,” ſeeing He that finally Judgeth Is the 
ſupreme, infallible and juſt Lord. 
This Confideration however, ſhbuld prevent the 
raſh Judgements of Men, ſhoud make them cauti- 
os in their Proceeding even where they have a 
| Right to judge ; and reſtrain the Liberties, they too 
often take of reproaching others, eſpecially of jud- 
ging the Motives and © Intentions of their Hearts, 
which is God's ſole Prerogative ; for «He; even 
He only, will bring to Light the hidden things of 
Darkneſs, and make manifeſt the Counſels of "the 
Heart, that every one may have the Praiſe and Re- 
compenſe” which is juſtly due to him. But further, 
Not only under Affront, but in Affliction alf, is 
the Doctrine already eſtabliſhed, ſervierable. 

The Juſtice of God doth not conſtantiy appearin 
this World in the Diſptnſations of his Providence, 
| becauſe this is a Time of Forbevrince'to Sinners, 
md of Triband Exerciſe e 4 7 4. * 


Wr „4 K 
* I *. * 4 on * 1 8 A 1 3 we. % 
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| | N. T0328 K us © 
the Doctrine before us is fully 
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0 ol clearly follows, (age To 7 3 Dey come, FE 
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( Web is | | 
n | 47 t, it 1 1 5 | 
£ 38 40d 5 in the nest, {1 
on nee of. the righteous 5 | Wil. 
till when, we oug fr to fed , 
1 ad ebe, and, (wich 3: Pros gel 1 
ty firm 1 «4 at howy Ml 
1 I ing nar Jo + Jody mepts are t | | 
R in all that i brought upda us: 2 ft 
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| the World, and ſtrenouſiy pteparevfbr.our! latter 
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4s The impdreibee of «his Dodirigetl.ſo, great; that 
we, being cdhvinceU'of-it,-canoor, but: ſet- light by 


Edd, und out perpetual Duration henenſter :- 
Thel Wheat and the Tires arc here allowed to 
grow togecher till the Harveſt, to partake together 
Ache common Bleſſings of the Earth, till the 
Great-Dayiof Retribution, vhen Cod will render 
80 every Man according to his Werks. 
wu 255 therefore, Men g may bear them) Ives 
15 no their * ondly-Grearaels and Po 41 
ak by 0 Iniqui 977 its" furely ly but 
' it Ettir mate fo eternal Mile ery. And. 
1 NN cher hand R "whatever Hardlhiph the 
reous un ergo i this Life ; yer, „will Nin not be 
ial, ſuffici nt to revive their in Irits, 
E oft o* all their SW th leq 
15 it, "dork, hot rieve, 00 «ifingly afi& the 
S8 en Fw? That he is juſt in all that is brough 
-ppon us, "& corre As v1 us as ee, our Profit ;” 
£4 85 Anden «are all Tcht, wy raft, to of 
800d, and finally w fd ſo, if We are not 
e outſclves; indebd, Will for ui 2 
MOTE EX zeeding and era. eight of Glory? 
rely, t erefore we mall har ve 6b kult d 
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ghezin1the- Kingdom, of Gods hot. it will be 
moce than Recompence for. the. ſevere Triaks 

o- Jet ws de careful. ce behave properly under 
them. dd 303 vo ino ud 036925 e 
The Heathens' had but a very ,weak- and ĩnpen- 
ſe Knowledge of a Future qudgmeut preſtrytil 
to them by Tradition ; yet, what noble Reſolutioua 
did it work in them (a) Nina Nein % 
f, then; the ſtronger Evidence which we Chriſ. 
dans have of ſuch a Future-Judgemeat beget t 
in u ſuitable Behaviour, how inſcnfible of our 
bigkeſt Intrreſt muſt we be, even beyond the * 
of althoft lafideli ty itſeif 77 Raab ied bein $6. 1:W-. 


As to the future ExaQneſs of God's Dealings with 
the Sons of Men, how fuliy e is it of 894 la- 
kruRtion to us EW A | From 
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„ 
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- (A) In e bee 
by Tul, in bis Book of Old. Age.) we bavp:the following. -. 
I tranſported with a Defie of ſcht my fore. Faibera tho 
Kellent Perſons, of whom 1 have heard, & read, & writ : and 

going to:them, I would not willingly be drawn back again into thid 
forld, — O! Blefled and Glorious 20 Wannen the great 
enbly and Council of Spirits !?. e 

If an Heathen, that bad but fome obſcure Glimn ings of a 

ie, & of the bleſſed state of departed Souls , could thus chear= 
el Death p - bow much more may we , who have'# clear and ond 
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% Pom dhe Particular thät God will 'afuredly den 


 ?qheir Actions in this World, wherher good of bud, 


tinction, in which, (according to the Deſcription 


Fe Now, ö 
therefore, are naturally anxious about their Condi- 


this to be obtained? We anſwer, 


TER 4 righteous Judge, according as our Works are ei- 
der good ot bad. And therefore, it. muſt be the 
A Lon Folly, & the higheſt Preſumption, for Men 


s Ot the Juſtice of God. 


will Men according to the Nature and Quality of 


ve learn what ſhould be the great Care of every 
Man in this Life, via] to attend to the Nature and 
Quality of his Actions, and to obſerve that Diffe- 
trence between them in his Practice now, which God 
ſometimes very ſignally does, even in this Life; but 
molt aſſuredly will; in the Sentence which he will 
paſs upon them at the great and final Day. of Diſ- 


already given of it,) we find an eternal Separatiog 
will be made between them, never more to be 


f The final Ives of the vide Judgment ine, of 
all Events, the moſt momentous to us for, it aſcer- 
tains our greateſt final Happineſs or Miſery : Men, 


tion hereafter :' Nothing can afford greater Content- 
meat to their Minds at preſent than their well- 


grounded Hope of future Happineſs : But, how i is 


| Our State is to be determined by the Week of 


ee Happiacſs . * n accuſe 
„them 


Wet Wikedprs deliderngy 6 commizee 4 and 
opttigately,, continygd; in, . Surely, the State of thar 


Mag. muſt be very,deſperare., whoſe, only Hope 17 
pends on the Almighty's *perverting ] N. ey 


his Favour. On the other hand, 

The Man, whoſe Heart doth not condemn bim! 
has Confidence towards God, becauſe he is a perſect. 
ly juſt & righteous Governor, by whom no-Servies, 
fincerely performed to Him, nor Inſtance of Reſpect 
to His Commandments, will ever be forgotten. 

Unleſs this were known to be the Character uf 
the Judge, and that the Meaſures of Righte ouſneſa 
; vill be obſrrved by him in Judgment, no Man ceula 
of have any rational Confidence He might take his 
er- Chanee in a capricious Admiuiſtration hut the ons 
y Foundation of reaſonable Hope, is, that Diſtri- 
bution will be made with impartial Equity, + - 
It is certainly becoming frail. Creatures, & whoſe 
Hearts accuſe them of many moral Deſects, to ſtand 
in Awe of the Divine-Jultice : but Kill, a ſclf-appro- | 
ring Mind is naturally ſecure, ſupported by this 
perſuaſton; and therefore; looks forward, to the laſt 
Reſult of things, when all trregularitics will be re- 
ufied, hen the Proud ſhall be no more proſperous} 
ioc Innocence oppreſſed : but all Men hall receive 
cording to their Heede done in the Body, and her 
xcording to their outward Actions only," but - 
„ Serm, XXVII. prevalent 


1 Contfort and mee to us e ke 


vill be the Degrees of our Glory and Happineſs. 


voprofitable ; but that «having our Fruit unto Holi- 


208 ot the Juſtice of God, 


prevalent AﬀteQions and Purgpſes of their Hearts: 
for every sener thing will „Hougbt into Judge 
ment, whether it be 000D or nap.” But further, 


Mm, 


We alſo leara from the Subje& before ws, that 
ed cod e enpected from God 


- will bear a Proportion to the Dꝛonzxs of Good and 
err Se f 


On the one hand, - here is Matter of exceeding 


Holincfs and Virtue. | 
„ This is a mighty Argument fot vs to: grow. ie 
Grace, and to improve in Goodneſs, **well-knowing 
that our Labour will not be in vain in the Lord;” 
but that-according to the ſeveral Degrees of our 
Service and Obedience, of our Virtue and Goodneſs, 


«As one Star differeth from another Star in Glory, 
ſo alſo ſhall we at the ReſurreRion.” 

This is the greateſt Motive that can be, to quic- 
ken our Endeavours in the Ways of Goodneſs, that 
we are ſure they will neither be unſucceſsful nor 


peſs,” we ſhall, in the End, enjoy everlaſting Life, 
and Degrees of Happineſs and Glory in Proportion 
w the -— =" our thy 4 9 
ee . 


„ e * 
Let bowerh heey bed t voshbyer vit wp low 
Dries of . Goodneſs, but be contiavally-afpiring 
vfttrithe higheſt-Perfeftion werare-ticre capable: of. 
Since we have ſuch» Prize in our View; let u 
an fwichiPhticnde/66-with alan Might, the Race 
vhſch is ſet before us? Bun h. Ot 
Let us preſa after the higheſt Degree of Virtwe 
and Holineſs, and labour to be as god / as we on 
au ru World, that in the XT dur Happineſs 
may be; the greater : that when the Great-Day of 
Rraampence ſhall come we may teceive , (accom 
ding to God's excellent * an s 


t. I Ie 21347 * 

W though ſo 5 al Wa Comfort 
2nd Encovragement.t to Good- 3 is yet, (on the 
other A Monet 12 25 ſo Terror to the Wien 8 
ked and U ngod V. bie 2 non yy 

As there No Degree in 'Glarg,, fo, we May not 
doubt byr tha there, are, jn Mi alſo, and that a 
Sinner may even increaſe. h js. Damgation.... ;, | he 
.. Thoſe ted who are ſo.extrayagant, 
us to, 0 * it were, wi ch a Cart-Rope,” (as s the 
Bete on 155 and who lex. 4 oole to co 


mit al Hicke nefs, and that wit Gres ee og 


110 


mul, expeRt the ed date pen For, **Mighty 


2 | ranſ; e inightily. toripent 1 
: EN 1 righteods 1 all bis 125 ar 55 
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e Plan what it due unto lim“ 
2 Where then ſhall we find Terms to fin tha 
Tumuley and Tervors of choſe whoin that final. Day 
Mall overtake, ſurcharged with cheir Guile, & over- 
Jaden with their Iniquity ? - What Hills will the 
Wicked and Prophane then call co fall on them? 
What Mountains to cover them ? When He, whom 
ay their Words & Works they have denied, or more 
impiouſly. defied,” hall come in Hamintz Fire, to 
itake Vengeance on the Ungodly, and on all chem 
e eee Fe ee Wr bis 
Son (a eee $4 40039 309 £9015 e 
"Conſider this all ye eht forget God y Sten. 
und be wife for otherwiſe be ye" afſured ;/ that the 
"Time is coming when Ood - lt deal'with you after 
- your Sina, & reward-you according to your Iniqui- 
ties: when ©he will pluck you away, and there ſhall 
ode olle is deliver you,“ and conſign you over to 
Jeverlatting Puniſhment, now no more to be deſcri; 
| bed, than then putlently to be chdured., "For, 
on de Lord cce th bot the Petſon of Prin 
„nor x the Rich more than the Poor, ic 
| "they ire alt the Workmanſhip of his. Hands. 
He, bo is Lord of all, mall fear 50 Man's Per 
"for, neither ſhall he ftand ih Awe of any Man, 
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„ ebenes. 4 | 
dorright,” <+ will do-Juſticeto, all Men. 


"Bar fiitthet, 14 God juſt? yet doch be 10 Judt þ 
ment remember Metey? — Doth he 9261 | 
execute Judgement againſt Sinncte, that they tnay / 
tepene and amend ? — Then, 

Let the Confideration of this Mk us, by his 
Example, to exercife Kindneſs'& Mercy, Patience 
and Long - Suffering, to our offending Prother, and 
de nor ſeyvere towards: him, ein all kind and gentle 
Methods fail. : 

Let us, who profeſs ourſelves 'the Sons of Ge 
imitate the Mercies of our Heavenly-Father, a 
have Compaſſion on our r even a0 
its beach had Pity on vs.” Bur, exile 


Laſtly, not only. i in Conformity of Compaſſion, 
but in the Excrciſe aiſo of JusTics, (as it is a moral 
Virtue,) ſhould we HEB. ms the Cres. .of 
the, Molt-High. . 91 5 

If God, who is 3 and wuly Praha 
ind accountable to none for what he does, always 
tonfines himfelf to what is juſt and righteous, and 
ypeals.to us alſo to judge of his ſo doing how. then 
tro mortal Men to infolt and tyrannize over each 
ther , and think themielves by Power and Force 
ae nel Quligaticns of Equity dane 
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1 ine: Nature; to de o 125 the 
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14 0 8 Gloy, As „ no Creatures, to be 
le of i imitating our Creator ; and, a as *. Con- 
(| | oY bear as full Teltimon ny to the ReQirude of 


this » As to any other Part of his Law. written in our x 

Moree! Hearts, we muſt be ſclf-condemned , and therefore 7 
Wade. in acting contrary to it. Ie is true, Mi; 

| | Our Fellow-Creatures have Demand; of Righg 5 


us, which no Frei Beings have, upon the Al. 

| ughty aker of all things " (a)a and therefore our 

5 us thoſe Demands, 18.8 doing J uſtice, which N 
f Cannot properly be called an  Imization of Him.. l 
But, fince there is an ap pparent Equity reſulting 

from the Relations of Perſons & Things, to which 

the ſupreme Ruler has a Regard in his Adminiſtra- 


tidu ; this'is a ſtrong Motive to our governing our 
* 1 a DES! to "the GE Bquity „even 


ö | CONV YELLS | mo where by 


5 


655 Nn a great Difference between the Exerciſs of Jofic 

1 the Foundation of it, in God and in Men. For, 
There being an Equality ambng Men in their moſt important lu- 
o dtereſts, they bave all of them Demands of Right one hpoh another, and 
| Fyndamental Privileges not ſubject to any human, Authority » which 
| cannot be invaded without Iniquity : Whereas , no Creature can lay 
Sb nder any; preyious Obligation, nor have any iddeperidcht Titl 
whereby they can claim any thing from Him x for their very Beings 


n they bave, either in Foſleſion yr BappAiation, agg his Gifts 
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2g dien, being e 1 5 
9 50 Juſtice are 1 way parallel to his, And 
eſpegia] ly, the Exerciſe of human Avghority Wal 
as exact polbble, folloy, ibe ! pattern of f that per 
feb vs rs which Soverf 8 the World. 8 
FPriaces are called Gods on Earth, their, Power, 
duly exerciſed, being the neareft Reſemblance'Jf 
the Divine, UNIVERSAL. Dominion, But, if their 


Jour of Authority they oppreſs their Fellow-Cres- 
wres, they are then guilty, pot only of the greateſt 
Hat lajuſtige, to Men, but the higheſt Diſhonour c 
„od the Fountain of all lawful Authority, by 
ting WH whom Kings reign” righteouſly, and . Princes decree 


which BY Juſtice,” and to whom human Uſurpations, the 
uſtra- perverting of Judgement and Violence, ate no. 


ous Acts of the worſt of Beings, as being permitted 
by his Providence for the Frial of Vireve, and the 
Puniſhment of Tranſgrefſion, 3 

Since he who is the abſolute Sovereign. of. the. 
wh ole World and accountable to none; never acts 
ARBITRARILY in the Goveroment of his Creatures , 
but always with perfect Equity, bow-dare ambitious 
Mortals, (who *ſhall die Ike Men, and fall like the. 
tyrannical Princes” which have gone before them.) 


mllave,aod. opprefs, their, Tales; Fürs, who i 1 


Serm. XXVII.. 


Power degenerates into Tyranny, 0 1 under the Co- 


otherwiſe to be attributed, than the molt malici- N 


Roh OVERT 
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of the Juſtice of God. 


214 


the | THY Privileges of Human-Natyre are equal 
| with them, and will ſtand upon a Level with them 

| before the Supreme-Tribunal e — Shall they go- 
vetn by annpTRAry Will, or by Caprice & Paſſion, 
inſtead of Juſtice ? Surely ſuch. Encroachments 


on the Rights of Humanity, which are under God's 


Protection, and ſuch an Indignity to his Govern- 
ment, crie aloud to the righteous God for ven- 


geance: Aud. To reſiſt it's deſtructive Exorbitaa- 
ges by Reaſon, and Force under the Conduct of 
Nesſon, 1 is not only juſtified, but laudable, indeed, 
Aridly required by the Principle of Piety towards 


God, as well as Benevolence to Mankind, (a) . 
«Be 

F CE e ee 
ded by any Commands, even of our lawful Superior : They can have 
no Power to controul the Commands which God lays upon us. 

-  Whilkt Rulers alt and command «within the Laws, by the Laws, & 
wot contrary to any expreſs Law , they are to be obeyed , according to 
the Apoſtle, upon Pain of Damnation, and are irrefiſtable : — But, to 
ſay, that when they a& & command ast by the Laws , but in dire Op- 
+ Shſtion to them, they are to be obeyed in al things, and may command 
an abſoixte pave Obedience from all their Subjecte, in Defiaxce of the 
Law , is to fay , (we think, ) that ſuch a Conſtitution is the ſame with 
thoſe of the moſt deſpotick upon Earth. 

e If the ſupreme Power exceed la / Claims, and oppreſſes the Sub- 
Jef, the Subje# bas a Ih Remedy, — He may oppoſe Law to I. 


ond even Force to Force againſt the ſupreme Authority, where the Law 
as him ſo to do, without being guilty of Rebellion, becauſe be then 


fs, (bow odly foever it nn 
64 When 


Kethority, a ag 
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God, rb — — 8 t. Pull 
npeatedly inſiſted on bis Privileges, as a Roman · Citiaen ; and the bleſ< 
ſed Martyrs, who ſealed their Teſtimony with their Blood, died refiſ= 
ling the Higher-Powers, In Truth, 8 
- When a Prince fails in Point of Honour add common, Juſtice , it 
. eee to ſtagger his People in their Faith and Allegiance. — No- 
thing is of ſo much Moment to a Prince, as Reputation; and none 
ore.thap that of being a 1eligious Obſerver of bis Word & Promiſe, 
Var eſpecially of his Oaths : without which be could neither be truſted 
hy his Subjefts, nor Neighbours. 3 2 
cui of Fidem ſallere , in eb ebenes pe quorum 


gicum Herba flmplex tantum walere debot a Fiders , quantum Private 
non Jucjurandum « eee eee LEI 


— — — . 
ea ——— ——— 
— * * 
1 1 _ 
= 


men praecipuun debet qq Ornamentum., __ 
«Be « Taceilent Sptech toroczeth mot a Fool j much leſs do 8 
1 Prince The Word of a Prince is FALTH-ROY AL: 3 


aper ſe · „As the People, (under God ,) are the Fountain of Power and 
in have WY Autboriry , the original Seat of Majeſty, the Authors of Laws, and the 
Creators of Officers to execute them ; If they ſhall find the Power con- 
ws, & WH ferred, abuſed by their Truſtees, - their Majeſty violated by Tyranny, 

ding to il by Uſurpation, - - their Authority proſtituted to ſupport Violence or 

But, to tren Corruption, - the Laws grown pernicious thro Accidents unfore- 
ve& Op- Va or unavoidable , or render ineffeRual thro Infidelity & Corrup- 
ton of the Zxecutors of them then it is their Right, (and what is their 
light is their Duty,) to reſume that delegated Power, and call their 
Truſtees to an Account; to refiit the Uſurpation , - extirpate the Ty-, 
nany ; · to reſtore their ſullied Majeſty & proſtituted Authority ; - to, 
ſpend , alter , and abrogate thoſe Laws, and punith their unfaithful. 

ns corrupt Officers, Nor is it the Duty only. of the paited Foly,, but x 
very Member of it ought, according to his reſpegtive Pat: 7 Power & 
Fright in the Community, to concur in advancing and ſupporting” 
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experienced. Preacher,)' *and be inftruted all ye 


and be will be pleaſed to fee his jult Image , (i. e) 


EL 


| a the People are-trying the utmoſt Extent of the Prerogative of the 


_ who will do always as much as they may, will ſometimes do more than 


ter. — In all Diſputes between Power and Liberty, Power muſt be 


Hands, and expoſed to the Multitude : for, upon granting the People 
2 Privilege of debating the Prerogatives of ſovereign Power, they will 


- their due Botinds z but not rightly : For, tho Peaſants may look at, & 


In their Faces . — Let thine on Buſineſs engage thy Attention, & 


that are Judges of the Earth.” (a) Fox, every Per- 
ſection in God requires a ſuitable Conformity in vs; 


Image of his Juſtice , to ſhine in us, and that we 
are Imitators of his moſt equitable Perfetions, | 


* Ler us therefore, render w all their Due, ou of 
= 


ie 


One, and the Liberty of the Other, as the Bounds of ether were never 
yet preciſely found out ; for, it is an undeniable Maxim , that they 


they ought. -— The common Subjefts of a Kingdom are not ſo apt 
to trouble themſelves about the Rights and Poſleſions of a Craqwn , as 
about their 'own ; and ſeldom engage in the Quarrels of the , but 
upon ſome general & ſtrong Apprebenfion , that the La was in Dan- 


proved , but Liberty proves itſelf ; the One being founded upon po - 
tive Laws, the Other upon the Laws of Nature. However, | 
; The Secrets of Government are not to be touched with unwaſhed 


infer naturally enough, a Right and Title to the controuling and over- 
ruling it . -— Pragmatical Perſons are forever cenſuring their Supe- 
nos, raking#things by the worſt Hands , and carrying them beyond 


honour Great-Men, Patriots, and Potentates , yet they are not to ſpit 


Jryve the Care of the State to the Governors of it . 85 bee the Duty of 


Shed, in this Work. 
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Rom. ii. 11. © There ob Refaeli 
with God,” 


7. — TOY. a 

There are many Paſſages in Holy Scripture which 

at firſt View, ſeem ſcarcely reconcileable with 
Matter of Fat. 

The Text may poſſibly be one of them ; for, how 

(ir may be ſaid,) is this poſſible , ſince all Men are 

| what God made them; and ſince no one thing can 

more differ from another, than one Perſon ſeems to 


differ from another 
If we conſider Man, in his Body, his Situation, 


his Temper, his Underſtanding and Heart, & com- 
pare him with his Fellow Creatures, we ſhall find 
that more Variety can ſcarcely be conceived, than 
ö js to be found in the human Species. 
I we are all the Sons of the Moſi-High, & God 
| has the ſame good Inclination towards all, and an 
| equal Degree of Tenderneſs and AﬀeRion for every 
| Creature that is the Work of his Hands, how comes 
9 ' by it 


See 5 So . 
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Seeg det he find. Him a ſcgmiagly varia jg 
3 . e Favours? . waived #1530) Ht 
hath. 40g Re ſyect ot. Rerſong,” of One mare 
0 2 Inte Another prwby £0. me por a1 partabe f 
's the, ſame Manner of his . 
wer ve do nor ſorſeit our Riabt to it by an ung u- 
* tiful Behaviour? Whereas, Nb 

e look into the World, we ſhall.oſten ſee, ma- 

a the Sons of Men rioting in the midſt of Pleo 

2 Affluence, & provided-for with a moſt un 1555 
ded Liberality , beingp bleſſed with the Poſſe non 

all: tkat the Heart cun wiſh for, or the Fye deſire: 

they have an overfiowing M eaſure of every Drtiq lit 

that enn chear the Senſes, and gladden the Heat 


Ona the Imputtiality of God. 


are of Man ; inſochuch that *che Rur that hears them 
ein bleſſes them, & the Fye that ſees them dean Wi- 
rere 27 2 21m08 wo gat 

Aud to all this, chat they have the Bleſſings or N 
nion, Hralth, and Hearts th enjoy all their Affluence. 
com- When we look upen Men in this Light, we maß 
1 find Amoſt imagine them ac exempted from the Laws 


of Mortality, and, ſo far from ſharing in the com- 
mon Malediction and Curſe upon Adam, and the 
Miſery oſ that Species, we might not unaptly think 
that God took delight in making them Inſtances 
of bis Frie adſbip and Favour . Whilſt thouſands 

Athers, that are their Fellow- Creatures, caſt in 
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3 Le us ao conſider them is to the Gilt of de 
Mas be we ſhall find as great Incquality here allo, 


a 


The Degrers of Underſtanding with which Men are 
endowed, are almoſt as inflgite in nen * 
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There are Some of W und 8 
Genius as to be able to comprehend within the wide 
Graſp of their Knowledge , almoſt all the Difficul- 
ties of Nature, · to diſcuſs the moſt abſtruſe Argu- 


__ Appearance, whether of Nature or Things . 

Whilltt chere are Others, (and thoſe not inferior 
Jn Number , ) to whoſe liinited Minds ſcarce any 
thing can be render'd ſufficiently eaſy, -'whoſe Ideas 
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e ad ugerbe⸗ He Ot jest Be hats 
ide is guided by Prodenice;'6r innocent Affection. 
47 _ 5% Thderd; It mowid ever de forgotten; that what 


e cin Mafters of Favoiir, are freer Matters of 
Juſtice and Right; and that uſually there are Per- 
. be! who have a fair Claim do ont | 
5 Bot yet, Le in the 
HE: nd Ac The Of 0 
pPoſal of 3 keep- 


„ or Wo or ere and aflit Every 

vue i and may, therefores prefer one deſctving Per- 

ſios before another W v.19 wg deſetving, 

hep Sen being <Reſpetters of of er 5 Dos “ lo, = 

__ -» If the Scriptures any where repreſent. God, as ac 
ul dy no other Rule than that of hisown Will and 
. Pleaſure, giving more orleſs-Power, or "Knowledge, 


of "Abilities, or Wealth, to his Creatures, and acting I vi 
| rich, an abſolure Aurhoricgs like the Ye: WE 
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do qbſerrade that Matters of, mere Gift and Favour | 
are there repreſented, in which Juſtice: and Equity 


ae nat ce ed, 2. ſay which there, can, he / no 
other Rule. t han the Will. of. the Girer\this-isto.he 
ere reſolued into the. Pleaſute oſ . God ho bath aRight, 
| and *doth hat he will with his cn nor, indeefl, 


a 1 | | erde Reaſans , though to us unkno m.. 
Die It. ia not ſo in Matters here Juſtice: & Equi- | 


0 = concerned, in procefting. or. acquitting , ia 
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feat Pubpidles they are" Stet! "EY thi Forming Hand 4 
has nde Diſferenoe among his Crestutenss it pheaſed him. Our bf 
wwe lame Matter. originally wlike capable ofall Forms, He. made . 
fereſtrial geg <nleſtial, with all their different Glories, 

Im like Manner, there is an apparent Diverſity. i Condition; 
of intglligeat Brings, towards whom the Dipige Moral - Perfections as | 
nerciſed . They are of ſuperior and. inferior Orders, forme indued | 
with higher , ſome with lower Powers, for. which Diſtinction, ſo ſar 1 n 
it celates to Todividuals, add that tney ure appointed each to their par- 25 
talar Rank, no-Reaſon is to be given, but that ſo it pleaſed the Sove- . 
fein · Lord of all. But He is juſt and good to every Species , & every a 
ai. idult'of them) and home has Cauſe of Complaint, but ought to 
xcknowledge the Bounty of i the Creator , whoſe Condition of Being is 

better thaw Non-Exiſtence. Pa utarly among Mankind, the Wiſ- 

dom of Provitlence has ſeen fir to appoint à great Difevence i in many: 

ſeipefts. Their outward Eſtates, the Conftiturion of their- Bodies, the 

natural Endownients. 6f their Minde, the Opportimities ot improving 

them, and their Advantages for sttaining to the Knowledge of Reli-: 

don, -A theft ure atequil; and ure gay xo be-attfAbuted to the dif- 

— Favour of God The Lots exit into the on cerned 
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Rules of Rig 


 #recoinpencing's "in Matters of Ten 00 hen 
Power and Authority” Lenne Ye 
A e 

Ae Whoſoerer feraves the Guile, he jorch, the 
Innocent, or gives or refuſes, takes or detains with- 
out 4 ſußeleat Reaſon, or contraty to the eternal 
he and Equity, ſoch an one is. 12755 
1 or a ®Reſpe&r- of Perſons,” - | / 
Abe ſame Diſtinctions hold true in Relation to 
| God's Dealings with his Creatures. nh fs | 
Hun giving them more or leſa, his placing them 
| hens there when he calls them into being, is 4 
Matter of mere Favour; and no Account ſhould be 
_ "aſked or expected 304) and, what Ts called „Reſpect 
of Perſons,” hath nothing to. ta with.it ; eſpecially 
n wiſe Ends are hereby anſwered, & the dur Order 
and Subordination of Men is kept- up & maintained 
* the World, and the Benefit of the Whole | is con- 
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Lied and preſerved. „ It 
i in 

67 (045 Tho e e eee 

bes given to his Creatures . and ade towards ail of them according to 


che exatteſt Meaſures of Wiſdom, Equity and Goodneſs, not one of 


| them ever has Reaſon to complain of being treated with an undue de- 


- wvarity; yet, as it pleaſes him to manifeſt his Power, his manjfold Wiſ- 
„ in jn not tu be expec- 
teck that we ould comprebend the particular Grounds of this Variety 
66: underftand the Reaſons Shy He. ke tion among his 
- Erbatbres3/This only we are lug of, 8 any of 
| Hem, indeed, Won OR eee 
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F "TORE ahich, is iced for, every 
Place» () neither doch every, Diſpoſition, require = 
the like Treatment z God, therefore, (whoſe- Know- | 
ledge by far exceeils. ours, and. whoſe Intimacy in 
things, *\reacheth. fxom, one End wo another migbt- 
ily; and ſwertly ordeteth all things“) in Wiſdom, 
allots to every Man according, 25 Rar ſuits and be- 
comes him, and hats upon.che rn eren be ar 
the molt Good. 

What is required, on our bars is, to mokh . 
3157, of that which God hach Wee an r 
for us. And, LEI DES ee 1 

There are many. Paſſages, e ELD | 
God, with a wonderful Condeſcenſian , ſuhmits theſe 
bis Actions to be tried by the Soof of Men, & makes 
even his own Creatures his Judges, thereby ſhewing . 
that mere Might is not the Foundation of his Pro- 


ceedings , & appealintz to the everlaſting Di ference | 1 


of Right and Wrong as. Proof of it, which are diſ- 
eoverable by all rational Beings. But, k 
In God's Behaviour to his Creatures , conſequent 
to their Behaviour towards him, he ads by the Rules 
of Juſtice and Equity ; and in this, his Juſtice and 
Equity will be ſo maniſeſt, and ſbine fo tranſparents 
ly through all his TraofaQtions with Men, as perſect- 
ly to clear him from all layrayans, of. APE 40; 
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$ 155 e exainihe che renten of” Seriptore 60 his 
Fong, Fetz wee God i Yald to be 0 Reſpettet of 
NS tp We 1 Petſons, we ſhall find that this Perfection is "ale 
„ eriped to Him, bot directiy as he is. Creator 3 but 
 ._  - rather as he is the Ruler and Judge, and Diſpene 
VV ol Rewards and Puniſiments to Men- (a 
And fo; with Relation to Men, when they: are 

3 commanded bot to reſpect Perſons,” they are alſo 
SN, dconſide red, NOT as doing Favours, but as exerciſing 
Ad of Dominion'and Authority, of Juſtice and 
"Judgement, in a PUBLICK , or in Aa DOMESTIC and 
e PRIVATE Manner, IMPARTIAL, „„ 
Thee Conſidersticons remove, in is (hen Meaſure, 
Tung the ObjeRtions to God's ee hat 
"he cannot be charged oral Partiality. _ 7 his 
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WA Tho in the Ane Branch of his 3 God 
my be ſaid to act arbitrarily, «giving no Account of hie Matters to 
IS any z“ yet he never dds againſt the Rule, of Equity and Goodneſs to- 
1 hon nde apy of his Credtures : there is none of Mankind left without 
1 _ "Manifeſtations of his Mercy, z and the Diſtin&ion he makes, by diſpen- 
. Gag his ſuper-added Gifts, (*ſeverally as He will wh by not the Mes- 

Ee IS fire of his final Diſtribution, »s Judge of the Word. 
„ Tr Tuc in the Parable , God is repreſented as N with "PH 
3 Fresdoce in commirting his Goods to the Cure of his Servants, accor- 
9 Za to his own Will, or according to the Judgment which his perfett 
ow makes of their. ſeveral Abilities yet, this is not the Mes ſure 
di ieh Recowpences are awarded : for, in the Sequel ofthe Parable, 
„ 1 them given accarding 10 the Improvements. ſeverally made by 
8 3 Pervants , according weine 8 e u- 
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e eee be ianpatti ah tot hir vn Nature düd 
i: Ml - PerfuRtions, and from: nnen 
fer +ſtifieschofame!: „ M ti „ 5709 ee 


Firſt, All Parciality afiſeth either fr wt 
 :flom:Weakoeſs and Ig horanch, and conſequently it 
can find no Acceſs to am all perfect he ing.: nwo 
es i Ahnighiy, ScIf-Exiftent,; Eterodliand: 
Independent, all his Creatures are at the ſame 
tan ce belom him, (i. e) at an infini te Diſtance. 
ohpared- th each ötherl they dliffrr. in. 4 15 
Vatipch bf Doegreei; but when compared. with God, 
they ar str ig to bre ind bear no | 
'Proportion'; tliexefofe, he: rauft behold ee 1 175 
vith the ſame {mpartial. Diſpoſition. 5 | 

| Blronk thyy exiſted, there. as nothing that 905910 | 


ters to 


ate krebs ahn Odournyrenhen, Nndthen to his Favour; 
bout and e theft were called into Being nothing 
difpe"- BY bor: i Diverfity of B. havicuor-<duld ow in 


e Mea- 


biel any different Regard for them: 1 


0 he is pe . wrt, mbit . attor- | , 
hig ts the law BF Wiccben  Fhuiry *hd*Joltite}, 
n Lvetlaſtiug 290 8 had pot 
the \ br Nate Which are blihdisfari. 
tful? ind mb; and? - hay RUpetts," a. „ 
erdackedle. erm. XIX. 
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„Ltd, A8 da niurr thiore we ant all Sn Fader? 
Maat Oh Bf reed unf He, i6: the ſame 
Leer #}, tie ue thatheaſt upon Mit 

Again, ls it fit to ſay toaKingz: [Thowmartawick- - 
ea d Patras Temrdo idwjchy How much 
leſs, thep,, to him that acgepteth, t not the Perſqus of 
Pringes, n nor. Fegardeth the Rich more than, the Poor, 

or they are all the Work of his Hands.” ad. 

Bis wi reuder do evety Man zctoralng to 

is Works ," UFor, there is no Keſpect of Pefſona 
110 Gag” Ag un, ien ne 
oe L Trych' Perteive thar Gdt'is 0 Reſper er 
of MI bur in every*Naridhy he that feardth 
ith, aud \wotkcerh Kighneviiſnrſs, i is decepteu vi 
him.” 1. 5 dad 110 U 4186 3 1 
le Apottte; (ir An Epitle to ide Epbetians) 
preſſeth the Duties of Servants to their Matters, 
anti of Matters either Serge, ſram the Conſide- 
viiondthat; *whanſaver Good gay Man dorh , the 
ſame bah he-xeceive- of the Lorg,, -whether, be de 
Bond or Free; neither is there any ReſpeRt of Per- 
Tons with Kid. een | 3613-755 © dene | 

He mikes this Vkewift- in Argument why Mon 
ſhould not oppreſs, nor deaf dαν,)ll ohe] 
Pöcter: wel tat dert wrong (all rereivet ſor 
he Wirögtz ßen he batw. done u hom, dere is u 
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; ; 1 885 8 dt o ber how, agreeable it is ek alk ofa 
F | god ich the rommon Expericns cl ings. d 
nb And here, we might, indeed, take this r grants BY is 
„„ ed, when we confider, that de barever i%, either in le 
rene above; or. ip che Earth berearh,” ial Wl G 
8 5 / by the Direction, or Permiſſion fon at leaſt, of, Jn all- 4 
5 dit God, and mult, therefore, . Gat 50 de 
1 EN - though it be paſt aur finding-our. Bu | to 
3 ee 0 nt the ner ny | fra endeavour I 
g 8. 85 * to e,. 1 eee 13 2799 . 8 8750 5 YE the 
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fir? more  jnconbiderable as | is ofoatly . 
How trifling are all temporal and tranſient Con- 
| veniencies and Inconyenjencicy , when, compared | 
wed the cndlefs Duration that opens before us ! 
It is our FUTURE, Lot and Sitvatioq- that alone 
can determine us, eh. the; whale, happy or Had 1 
happy. But, . 
gBeſides this, even the kate ane e EY 
dition of, Men is perpetually. varying, and nothing 
is. permanent and durable: but all Men, (more or 
leſe,) paſs through the Viciflitudes of what! we - 
Good. and Evil. (4).. | 
Nor is this all yet, for e even 8 e 
depends not ſo much _ Externals as we are «pe 
to imagine. OE TR EN WL . . | 
Many other e eee be n 
the Account, and which perhaps, upon the Sum 5 
total, will make the Pleaſure and Pain which they. | 
experience io be bearly equal a for-. | 7 
OR to ore that. So do not 
obs r 2þ8 642 Oy 
(4) Fitem — . b 
« The 4 js not always o the Swift, nor, r.the Bete t to bs 
rither Bread to the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Underſtanding , nor 
hvour to Men of Skill ; But Time & Chance bappeneth to them all, 
_Ut alt Venti bend ſunt, alt ad - lia, aki: Fortuna /avet, a- 


2 Ut in Mare aliquandd Tempeftas, eliquandd Tranquilitars | 
lie, in Vita, varie Fortune Vices, nunc lata contingunt, auac triftia , O- 
D A 2 
den, AA... | 5d 


4 0 
W 


1 ” 4 ” 
"I - _— ” as, as 
— TR TT. a D. — 0 e 5 U 


= 0 X ; 
e 2 — * 24. 


1 


_ Ws. 


4 * nn 
— wt a * 
— > 

2 — 
* * ts _ 


— — — 


= i - - A c 
— . 4 . 2 8 a ©; E * Ws 1 4 . — 8 Nas 6 * We * 7 | * — 
12 ES 8 ' 8 | 5 5 * . 5 a, os OTROS 
* — os: . = = wy - - * 6 * * iS - J T1 ' 
* A Me a 1 + — . 5 3 . ' v & ; 4 4 $4514 o 0 4 7 3 w4 l . 
0 " R — % [ " 0 8 * \ 4 + * 1 4 6 * * 
8 4 : 4 C , A * 


(in general,) are things defireable, x 
8 - Poverty. ia an heavy, Burthen 1 bur yet che 
wy + _ ableneſs of the former, may be much diminiſhed, 
bh {2 . © the Burthen- of the latter, greatly lightened, = A 
Man 's Life,” or the Happineſs of Human-Life, (a 
- our Bleſſed Saviour hath" wiſely obſerved „ **con- 
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1 n hack mince Views, and but = 
fmal} Degree Ambition, a Grandeur of Living and 
Mapgnificence of Expence, has not that W g of | 
enirms t him. that it hack to another, (a) - 

"he 'Conttitution of a Man's Body or thi > 
pacity of his Mind,” (2) may poflibly be ſuch, as 
not "to coincide with an affluent Abundance; and © 
»here' then is the Glory of his Boaſting ? or where 
n the Room or Cauſe for us to envy his: Greatneſs? = 
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n (4) th oor cent e nt FSWnR 1. The nox quicyis 
r Honos quem Hominem.' See the preceeding Nute. — Faria furt | 
8 Honinum et Ingenia & one abog aware 
a venigs qui idem cam alters ſantit, aus ond deleGatar... 
3 Happiseſt liel not in the things. thewlelves, hut in our own P 

ind the Reliſh we have of them We are happy by the Enjoyweot of | 
vhat we'fancy and defire, and not by what others think lovely and de- 
lende. All thisge arg not/profitable for all Meni neither hath every. 
lou] Pleaſurein every things” The Lanury of Water, 2 
6 far worꝶ (weet than delicious Wine to a corrupted Tafte. N 
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UP by my X 5 -of the linpartilit, of God. 

We n is Exil for i, and give not that unto is For ; 
8 To eee en unto ALL Men ,..neirher 
RENE 15 Nach xvzay..Soul Pleaſure in wn thing.” 4 
At the moſt, the Care and Anxiety, which-Riches 4 


N . TY occaſion, (a): and the many Temptations to which { 
men are endangered, by their Means, together with 0 


tte Account they muſt one Day give of all the talents 


Jo TRAY WB opus ae renovating reſts'entirely on this Ground, 
mat che Happineſs & Miſery of Men may be eftimated by the Degree 
kl their external Proſperity . This is the Deluſion under which the 
. -Multitude have always laboured ; but which u juſt Confideration of 
ED 85 the invilible Springs of Happineſs that affeRt the Heart , bs ſulſicient to 
5 For corre. — If you would judge whether a Man be really happy , it 
e v ct ſolely to his Houſes and bis Lands , e 
. es nove, we are ts lock. Unleſs we look further, and diſtern what Joy, 
3 40's or what Bitterneſs, his Heart feels, we can pronounce nothing concer- 
r 0 > That proud ad wicked Man, whom we behold fur- 
„ Founded with State and Splendour, and upon' whom we think the Fa« 
„  vours of Heaven ſo improperiy laviſhed , may be a .Wretch ; pining · a- 
I oh 1 way in Secret, with a thouſand Griefs dannen to the World, ' That 
5 FF may, In bis humble 
V 5 Station ; be partaking of al} the moral/and all che focial Joys , that er- 
„„ ene the Heart, OO POO ION NG EY Sh 
„ SY - ., Ceaſe, then, to murmur againt the Difpenfations of Provideac 
PP. SIP ory ee eee, == Ency pot the Proſperity « 
Ns ts . 
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| .- _ © committed totheir «ruſt; theſe do more than over- 
5 | balance che Glory of Poſſeſſion. () . 5 * 
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at 4 BY 5 dhe Minde unt the Podics 00 Menz: 
whitever 1d Aõνοfrernf= Y utetsaur to the Health 
und Tranquiſity of either, is a artamable'by 
dot when MDI n Delicacies are ſdught · for 
to pleaſe the One i and vision AH Refinements o 
celighi the Other, them iA a Wants grow-up | 


into KBAL e e and che Loſs of . 


bos it is With the Rich, whilſt” the Poor hlt 8 
(on the other hand,) acquires Health by bis Lab = 
Sees th gerte bf hay Stats. "==>" Fa of Pate Bae. 
Multi , peraculti illorum , yer nus, ahl, n et wh 
pauci beati, quot miſerimes uu].  * | 
| i is hard to form a true Eftimate of any Man's Happineſs t 

tauſe Happineſs depends moſt upon thoſe things which lie moſt out 
liebt. Thoſe Joys, like-thoſe Sorrows, are moſt real deep & ſtro 
which run on in 3 Alert Stream, without' making any Noiſe : ſuch are 
the Joys, which ariſe from eaſy Reflections, moderate Deſires, & calm 
content. We ſee the falſe Glue of Greatnſs, which ſurrounds y 
Men, and are apt to gaze at ir with x fodlith Face of Wonder ; but we 
te got tobi Palferies, which ſometimés lurk beneath theſe pompous 
Appearances. "What 4 ils alt tue Pomp und Pitade of Life, ae 
peart abroad, if, when we ſhift the gaudy,” flattering Scene, the Man 
k unhappy, where Happineſs ought 10 begin, at HOME? Whatever 
beredients of HI Providence may have poured into his Cup, his 
vate RefleRions will render the u bobe Compomm ion diftaſtefulo For- 
une and Happinets aretwo very :diltin& Ideas; however ſome, who 
ved fable Wo Re a IR e | 
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the Learged: ani] Ualearned, — The Man that hath 
more Wiſdom is alſo more ſenſible of the Stings of 
Dn, and finds-out a thouſant-Reaſons of Sor. 
Wiſe-Man, (e) which 
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- (4) o Citi Condimentuns of Famer, ot Potionis Sits. 
|. Tho Sleep of x Lobearing-Men is fees. whether bs axt bn 
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-. Faflidit, —_— _— 9 But the Abundance of 
e — *Berter is the Poor , being 

| found and rong of Conſtitution ; than i Rich-Man that is Aided in 
blu Body.” — „Health and good State of Body are ah all Gold, x 
_nQrong Body above infinite Wealth.” — n There are no Riches a- 
Dore i ſound Body, and no Joy above the Joy of the Heart.” KEN 
- #Death is better than u bitter Liſe, ar-continual Sickneſs,” — *Deli- 
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after all his Reſearches, finds himſclf, mary Tina ay 
perplexed; wich jncxcricsble. Difficulties z; whilſt a 
k{-difceraing Man, is the mean, Time;.is Mods - e 
ding: on in an happy, thougbtleſs Security, wich „ 
jult Senſe ſuſnicient for: the Diſcharge of I „ N 
in that -narrow. Sphere in which: Providence hath „ 
placed him. (a) — Add to all this, „ HD | 

That **vato- whomſoever Much is given, of 2 SENT | 
uven will be required ; | & unto endeckt „ 
given, of him will be required the uw * :. Y e 

This is the Voice of Reaſon, and this che | | 
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zration of our > per Fragen 
-- This. removes much. of che Diſparity of — e 
tien, and makes it an ambiguous Point, which/. |. 33 
ef cheſe Stations ia the e e . 
pad uit heman Skeill to decide. 7 . 
Who knows Shetkhet, Gin this View,) the Leer „ 
ke Savage Þs. not, better, Gun tha of the Fi. e 
loopher | 
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bee acti Lot of the ae ti thr fc 

King? But, 

„ Thus . 0 

contented with that State in which” his wile ond 

Creator hath been pleaſed to place him ; and 
to conclude, that it is, & will be the ber for: him, 

. makes a MIGKT Ge) the's Ut et K. % 


F 1 be wh OE are whe ad. i 
A ich Geet Wet e e. 0 Ripe my 
to thoſe which the Poor c Mean can attain ? But.; it we look beyond Bl Diſpo 
| tho preſent Sceqe z indeed, if we look qnly-to the parting Moment, how 
| great Advantages have the Poor over .the Rick? . Poverty denies to 
| Men the Enjoyment of almolt every thing which the Rich calf conveni- 
ex and comfortable 5 much mare of hat they call elegant & ploaſirable 
Reel 
deprivin Men of the Rnjoyment, renders them indifferent to a Conti- 
nunnce Lie. He who harh nothlhg t ledve fidtlnd bim; mutt be 
| oppo to quitrhe Stage with lefs Regret, than de. vba is ſurrnunded 
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Man, c Now, if we were firady de odr Chriſtian Principies, und fixed N tr 
in our date ee Biefſiagr'of Sterüſty, douttiefi ie this View, Pe. ces, 0 
„ . boy 
8 not concedl the Truth: 'Thiere is often more | = the oth 

n our StriQtures on Wed und Genet; "real Con- Wants, 


e true Chriffian Reauitiarion. of them, And, 
— — are fre« 


3 of Truth | Tris a Point of which 
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the lande of Happineſs 15 felerves, 
in 1 Micafitre : equal" ag tlle * and the 


Lo, che Rich and the Poor, one wich mer, * 
l 63ns e ee e ae 


1 TOs 8 FRI . Wii 4 e 
bigher Paſſions moleſt the Lepoſs of the Former, 4. the chagriniog at 
rexativds Paſſions ſufficiently ruffle the Quiet ol the Latter, In 
Grodnefa'and:Condeſcention therefore, 0 his Creatures; be all-wife 
Diſpoſer of things hath made-HappineG peculiar to no State, and an. 
yinable in All., Its «Plat ; which will thrive In every Soil, though 
lome pay be more kindly to it than others 171 have ſeen it bloomi 

in ll the Verdure of the moſt flourithing Eaftern-Plant; in the ſplendid 
Julace of the Wable / Ihe vs foen it: fret beattiful andefragrant,, in 


true Chriſtian i is the happy Man; & be wha'i is indeed a Chriſtian, 
6 Peace and Joy; whether"in x Cottage or x Palace. God hath 


confined that Happineſs, which he graciouſly: intended for 4/4, within 
the Resch only of a Few 1, 1. ls, therefore, can, never conſti - 


tue true Felicity . * state of Opulenee bs numerous Torenvenien.- Ty 


ow iothing of; dad erstes not e 1 And. aa 


he ther, eee Fed; wayy 
Wants, Hardſhips and VUneafineſſes, 18 1 Fg are en empred from 
(n great Meatore!) by the Abundance ron yp min ede 


yt has it's Ceres, Anzieties and Sollicitude, the Latter has it's Pains, 
itrefſes and AMiRions j whilſt the one elevates, the other depreſſes 4 
F eee ene wpey he.attained ia 
ehe Rich and: Wraltby.ave tp. be grateful, charitable ad, 
de kan m Jamie; indufirious ang refigoer, wbjcd, un 
"FINER the yr ths m 


the lowly Dwelling of the peaceful and.contented Cottager. — 9 


ts, or Kathe Termptettowe, atrcidhig it w biet the Poor & eee Fes 


Lach other than! is commonly 


HEL NIN Vichout eee 
in . _ Rank und. F er rcedency, . the, 
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r of Anarchy & Confuſion , SO 
5 bf ; Bo =; myſt be Richer, - - Some. more Art e poyfrſol un! Some 
| bo ot ; witer. than the reſt ; but from enge to infer, that 
194-1 % .. thoſealſo muſt be HAPPIER, is an idle and ground- 
„ Ven Concluſiog 1 4 Concluſion, which every. Hour's 

„ 

. Experience deſtroys; aq Argument, which, even the 
We 5 wh _ weakeſt Reaſoner might confures / + (4 
3 10 the Lot of Man, mutual e e bork 
pk Pleafure, and Pain, univerſally | 
Vidence never intended that any 8 2 Bend 
de either completely happy, or entirely miſerable ; 
e but both-togerher ſhare i in. the things beforepus. ( 
IAI a State, therefore, Where there is neither ſo 
A | 155 much to be covered, on the 'ohe-hand ; nor to be 
A dreaded on the other, (as ar firſt appears.) bow ſub- 
„ 55 
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en ei is belt for the Gonerality of Men. ene Men are good in 
Sickneſs, of in Want ; who, if thoy had enjoyed thale , of 
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Sdbelber of Halt br W calch / Tieight of Wisdom, 
or merk ſeanty nitpuab Parts Late vide rent Me- 
iſue, owing to the diere nt Diſpoßtione vt Men, & | 
rote all oh; dem pitugenefal; a6 be cndlteted an or « 
wa Effects from: thair different Applicaripes. (4) 
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* en . l Waren ebe ber Blak | n ts 
. . | Methods of Providence. = He who lives undePibe Dominion of ay ral 
due Vice, muſt ex pet the War, eee p. N 


FFF nne Staltitio fd Eitia of > 
, 5 . | Cur ik 6 hall 


95 . e Salutts, ultimous of frimar 1 een 
enn Foriwnd bis PriekZ tr Foe; acer N 161 pol 
2 — Code? ag Abe Gand or Il of Men's Lives.cotyjes, more from 
Humour, than ular F unes, . 

5 vb axt NOTHUS I IE: AM 
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OE CO” 3 greater Clryeveſe , er ſhould co 

Na 47: 3 8 1 original tate Nas Ne World lay before a few la 
ee 0, Uncerupled/andifrexf6r whery ohe Property being no 
tat Time held, {here'could then be n · Bit on among Men, But 


n increaſed, they wer, d Neceſtty, diſperſed ; Et 


Degrees, the World was PITS at before was com, 
WEIL became, in Woß L K. acts e 
run, melior off Conditio Poſſidentis, ) 2 Note, bat that" 


the.maſt early, Tinjes , tho the Fefe common, ; & it's Fruits a 
every. Gatierer, yet. even then, each Man had Property in himſelf 
2 40 the Fiifits 57 die wu fodadrd & £ Labour. 
Vn | Now, If Property was thus originallywcquiret'by Toduftry, t 
33 5  gonſequently, 3 Reſrect. RICH3.andpf Court, 
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„ *The. Hand. of Paps: igent maketh rich. — 
3 « The Obſervance, of the, Cl ommandment i is Healt 
* $9, the, Nave and, Marrow tc the Boges j” — — And, 
& «Thro' Appl cation Is Wiſy Ny attaiged,” — And, 
- Experience only makes vs vile. (a). 
4) If Men, therefore , are idle, and have not; 10 ft 
| ako to ſay to God, I am forſaken 5 in. 
48 If, when ſuffering Puniſhment, (the juſt & natuy 
x ral-Conſcquence of their Sins,) to ſay , Wherefore 
1 1 am J. afflicted 2. Or, : | | 99 * as 
« If having never learnt,“ can they, with Prop ri c 
xty, ſay to God, Wherefore is not the Summit of 
Wiſdom given unto me | 3, 
Virtue eee eee Men bapy 
py, and a natural Connectioa with H lappinc ſo. 
This Connection is ſometimes ſuſpended. and in- 
terrupted by accidental Cauſes, and by the Iniquity 
of others, in the preſent diſordrly State of things z 
But uſually, and. for the moſt Part, w Effects of 
Goodnefs are highly beneficial. 0) n ice 


ion, . & ede eau 3 dotheir Work, Thos 
kevident, that theſe Diſtinctions having once obtained, muſt-contin 


ro ſusceſſſox Ages f for, C K. Ter. operating 1 « here alike, muſt 
poduce ny. where, Etta — L dnper Anper  agit idem 


.. (4), Experientia ter, 41 ere . bas 
W ert a 


(B) — r ctiam fun Premia l. 
nns Seri, XXXIX. IARO? bes re N 
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ws ot che Impattiality of God. 

Vice has "the fac Conde on with Mifery , or 
Glee, indeed, is x more intimately united with ic; 
ioſomuch that we may venture to ſay , char if che 
Evils to which Men are liable, were duly examined, 


1 
and traced up to their Originals, we ſhould find n 
that the greater Part of them are the & 


either of thoughtleſs Folly and Indiſcretion , oro Fe 
Geliherate Wiekedneſs. (a) 

* Theſe Suffering, therefore, are not to hd chary' 
to the Divine Adminiſtration, but OE * 
whv bring them upon themſc hes. ; 

7” For God to fruſtrate” the kite) e 3 
Ways and Means of his Providence, and to ect by 


particular and extraordinary Operations, in Favour 
& Defence of Men, contrary to what they can pru- 
_ Gently expect, This would be, in the moſt ſtrict Ac- 
Cepration of the Phraſe, to have ag of Per- 
NE rn ans WR Os: 


ity, 8 1 Ra. beet 15 
—_ take cnother View of the Queſtion 
and we. ſhall fre that Men, in many Reſpects, and 
- with few ions, are rather upon the 

very few Except more o a 


(A) 80 and mer 1 


Lye! 3,more like One anther, ch an we vfually i- 
p magine. - to at 2504465 to 252360 nt 3th 
be All: Men are mage-aftec. the, ſame; Image , in the 
d. Likeneſs and Similitude of Cod: They haye all a 
mortal Body , and an immortal Soul ; — Have all 
the ſame Senſes, and much the ſame Powers and 

Faculties. — They are all Inhabitants of the ſame; 
Earth, und are all Partakers of the common Influe. 


ences of Heaven. *I 1 il e een 119 
All, then, have ihe ſame ordinary Mons to n 
prove and enrieh themſelves... | 67 K 44 


1 As they are Reaſonable . l lere che 
fam@ great Law the Law of Reaſon to guide and 
jnſtruct them : and of Juſtice to protect & defend · 

them — As they ſtand equally i in Need of the Di- 

vine Aſſiſtance, they all have it, (as far as is necel- 
ſary,) and may ſecure it, if they behave chemſelves 
ſuitably to their Station. — They are all ſubje& to 
one. ſupreme Goveruot , to whom. they are anſwer- 
able, and before whom they mult-all appear, and be 
xccepted,, or reje@ed , not according: to the Ranks 
they held here below „or co the things which they 
poſſeſſed; ; but according to their Conduct » vis 
Uſe or Abuſe of the divine" Bleſſings: *. 199 #4, tht 
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-* Ekriftianity indeed , or the Knowledge of it, 1 
rather a Matter of Favour, than of abſolute Neceſ- 
Bty, and therefore hath not been revealed to all. 
* Bur, this ariſeth from other Cauſes; and not from 
the Nature of Chriſtianity irſclf, which, it-is plain, 
"Sas intended for univerſal Uſe, aa being n 
Mank ind in general. But, _ 

Where the Goſpel is revealed, It ſia row E 


Children, “ for the Rich and the Poor, for the Lrar- - 
ned and the Unlearned : (a) --T he ſame: Duties are Bf ©) 
88 to us ee api i i'di 
15 lt . 1 
cannot poſiibly be ſuppoſed but that all things #ecgſ@7y to be believed 50 
2d praftifed by Chriſtians, in Order to their cternal Salvation , us | 
E — the Scriptures. (See the Stk. Article of Religion) 2 4 
Az Al have Souls alike to be bed, and moſt Alt appear e d 
before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt ; Us plain they muſt all underfoe =“ ® 


the Role by which they are to be judged 3 and That Rule muſt conſe- 
quently be leyel to the Capacities of them Al. Degrees of Know- 
ledge there are j and accordingly, to whom mch or little is given, of 
him will Much or Little be required. But , as to the 
main Body of the Rule, the great and fund Dofrines of Religi- 
on , the Thiags to be known and believed , as of general abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity to Salvation 3 Theſe cannot but be equally intelligible to Per- 
- | ſons of all Capacities And accordingly, the Character the Scripture 
| | gives of the DoQrine of the Golpel, is This : [viz] that it is . Highs» 
Y Way ; that the way-faring Man, tho a Fool, ſhall not err therein: 
it is ſo © plain, that be that runneth may read it: For, (as in the Pre 
phecy of Jeremiah, applied by St. Paul,) * God bath put bis Laws 
into our Minds , and written them in our Hearts ;* - fo that we need ji 

not teach every Man his Neighbour, and every Man bis Brother, ſay- + 
ing, Know the Lord ; For all ſhall know Me from the Leaſt to the 


Greateſt.” — And again in Deut. expreſly applied by the Apoſtle to 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, * The Commandment , which 1 command thee 


this Day, is not hidden from thee , neither is it far off ; It is not in 
Heaven, that thou houldſt y, Who ſhall go up for us to Heaven, & 
| bring it unto vs, that we may bear it and do it? Neither is it beyond 
the Sex, that thou ſhouldft ſay , Who (hall go over the Sea for us , and 
briat it unto us, that we may hear it and do it / But the Word is ve« 
| xy nigh unto thee, even in thy Mouth and in thy Heart, that thou 
_ | mayſt do it.“ 

God, furely, hath not dealt fo hardly with Mankind, as to make a» 


W 


— Fast. 17 
ee, being duly conſidered, it appears 


4 whi 1 21t. 4 "wo £7, * 23s - ; +2610 that 


? ee eee eee 
Revelation , or Faith in God thro his gon Jeſus Chriſt , our Lord 
Saviour: "vo thut nd antarat Strength dad Vigour $f Mind is requi 
0 by Which otic Phan eitcels another. He tbat bath the ſharpeſt Wit, aol | 
mol profound Kriowledge, bath not always the beſt Uaderftanding 
» Chriſtian : which at all Times, denotes the Oſe of it in the 9557 
Prudence and Wiſdom, in helping us in the Performance of that 0 
lende which Odd requires from us. 80 that, tho a Man may not 
ſo knowing nad fubtil as others; yet, if he is more obedient, te bath 
better Viiderſtanding, (i.e) bath imployed bis Reaſon to a better Pure 
pole, more to his real Intereſt and Advantage. 
e 
truly dangerous to 4d any new DoQrines to it, or darken and | 
milterious Gloſſes, in Order ta ſupport the /e Opinions and 
rines of Men. 
The Addition of any thing to the Ctuiltian Religion , as neceſary 
Þ be believed or praiſed in Order ta Salvation, which the Goſpel hath 


iot made fo is «preaching another Goſpel.,” becauſe it makes an ef» 
featial Change in the Terms and Conditions of the Goſpel. Covenant 


which declares Salvation upto Men upon fuch and ſuch Terms, and ag 
ter. Now , To add any other Terms to tbeſe, ax of equal Neceſity 
vith them, is to alter the Condition of the Covenant of the Goſpel, & 
te Terms of the Chriſtian Religion, and conſequently, preach another 
beet, by declaring other. eee Ju bi 
opel hath declared. 
After the Delivery of the Goſpel by the. bos of God , and dhe Pub« 
ation of it to the World by his Apoſtles, who! were commiſſioned & 
pied by him to that t Purpoſe, add ie Confirmation of all , by the 
1 the Pro- ateſt and moſt ungeſtionable Miracles that ever were; no Perſon, 
bis Law ſatever that brought any other Doctrine , and declare4 Salvation to 
t we need WW" az any other. Terms than thoſe which are declared in the Goſpel „ 
ther » ſay- o be credited, what Presence loser be ſbould wake tos diyirie; 
at to the I Serm, XXXIX. | Commiſſion 
to 
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Ne e eee 
eee ee. the anigarned , as yell as the 
lard, God forbid that it Gould be impotiible for any Map to be 
fred, and to get toHeaven, without a-great Deal of Learning to direct 


kim thither , when the far greateſt Part of Mankind have but jt:le, or be 1 
bare of, it. Were the Knowlecge , which is neceſſary to improve a ** 
Miod, the drt and intricate Study of human Learning, the * , 

: of Methuſelab could not attain bo all It's Parts und deep Recefies, i el 


i the Knowledge neceſſary for a Chriſtian, or to earry Men to Hea- 
den, is imbibed with our ff Inſtructians ig the Chriſtian Faith] for 
as foe read in the Holy Goſpel, © This is Lite eternal, to know thee th 
enly ue God, and Jeſus Chritt , whom thou baſt ſent. , 80 that our 
necyſſary Knowledge in Order to Life eternal, is not the en © 

Ao . 


4 


Theſe thing bring duly conlidercd ; it appears 


1 . 08 5 oF bis bo 4 8 . * that 
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Revelation , or Faith in God thro his gon Jeſus Chriſt , our Lord 
Gaviour; 80 that no antara? Strength dad Vigour of Mind is requir 
by which otic Min excels another. He ibat'batb the ſharpeſt Wit, ank 


£ bol profound Kriowledge, bath not always the beſt Underſtanding ” 
1 '» Chriſtian : which at all Times, denotes the Ofe of it in the Ways o 
0 


Prudence and Wiſdom, in helping us in the Performance of that Obe. 
lence which God requires from us. 80 that, tho a Man may not 
knowing and ſadtil as others; yet, if he is more obedient, be back 
betre? Uiiderſtanding, (i.e) bath imployed bis Reaſon to a better Pur- 
» More to his real Intereſt and Advantage. © © 


** ln % * ebb 88. . 4 4 
„ene in thos plain and intelligible, it oui be 
1.51 "7 dangerous to add any exp Doctrines to it, or darken and con/eun 
o :- WR fr mitterious Gloſſes, in Order ta ſupport the 10% Opinions and 


dar ines of Men. 1 "IP" nn 3 Fi L SEISWANS $2; 4b 
The Addition of any thing to the Chriſtian Religion, as gary 


a” ' 
cos” (i be believed or prafifed in Order ta Salvation, which the Goſpel hath 
ee made fo , is *preaching another Goſpel.,” becauſe it makes an ef» 
th act bet Change in the Terms and Conditions of the Goſpel- Covenant, 
e 5bich declares Salvation unte Men upan Sb and ach Terms, and as 
ode «er, Now , To add apy other Terms to tbeſe, as of equal Noce 
ö 


vith them, is to alter the Condition of the Covenant of the Goſpel, & 
tle, or Wh be Terms of the Chriſtian Religion, and conſequently, preach azotber 
prove > Wi Get, by declaring other Terms of Salvation , than CHRIST in hig 
ing / ide Goſpel hath declared. „ Tb e 4 
After the Delivery of the vy the. Son of God, and the Pub« 
kaion of it to the World by bis Apoſtles, who: were commiſſioned & 
dlpired by him to that Purgoſe, andthe Confirmation of all , by the 
peateſt and moſt unqęſtionable Miracles that ever were; no Perſon, 
watever that brought any other Doctrine , und declared Salvation to. 
hen an any ather T'erms than thoſe which are Ceclared in the Golpel ,, 
to be credited, what  Pretence ſos ver be ſhould make tos divine, 


Aenne ten Fast. 1 
f I 


Yiikigh of God, but it is confined within the narrow Bounds of divine 
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ms Ges alſo Deut. 4, 2.) — If the & „ themlclves , who vere 0 


Por, tho a Man were never io much diſpoted i to rective a'Kereiation 


Ihen zew' Articles of Faith, or Points of Fracixce; not/enjoined 10 the 
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248 ot the Impartiality of God. 


that Men reſemble each other in the moſt impor. 
tant * are Children of the ſame ON 4 


Commiſion , or an infallible Affiftance . "The OE 


tion as high as can be, © Tho We, n; Heaven pi 
'other Goſpel, thanchat which we 125 F hien b be 221. 


divinely commiſſioned, and infallibiy all. fed in the preacbing of the . 
- Goſpel, thoule aſterwaids make any Addition. to it, or declare any hi 
Terms of Salvation theſe which are declared i in the Goſpel , : 
which they bad already pi liſhed to the World, they ought not to be 0 
"regarded. And, i 
The Res ſon is plain 3 Becauſe, if an Angel from Heaven ſhould cone 
kind preach a contraty Doctrine to that of the Guipel , He cod bug Will 
ub brite} Credentials of his'divine Commilion'& Achority, than ibue Wl 
Had, who firſt publiſhed the: Gopel ; and, conſequently » he ought not | 
to be credited in any thing contrary to what they had publiſhed before ; = 


from God, and to ſubmir his Faith to it ; yet, it in ust potiible tor any 
Man to believe God agaizf God himielf ; (i:e) to believe TWO eve: 
hations , plainly contradi&ory to one another, io be from God; it being 
obvious that every Man doth ff, and more ft del eve this Propo- 
Stion or Principle, that · Ch aditions cannot be ae, than any Reve- 
Nation whatever ; for if Contradidions way be true * then no Kevelation 
from God can Ggnify any thing , becauſe the coatrary may be equally 
Sue, and 10 Truth and Fallchood'be all oe And, 

Chriſtians may judge and diſcern when anctler Goſpel is dfvitted; 


Goſpel , are impoſed upon them ; This the Apoitie luppoſeth ever 
particular Church, and doubtleſs, every/particular Chriſtian , that is 
duly inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion, to be a competent Judge of 
and to be ſufficiently able to diſcern auen another Goſpel is preac! ed 
and new Terms and Conditicns, not declared in the Goſpel, are added 


(6'the Chriſtian Religion 3 ber if they be nc able to Judge of tht 
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'ceſtor, - of the ſame "heavenly: | Father, and are Bre- 
*. belongiog to one and the ſame Family. 


Ian but juſt mention what I propoſed, 


Secondly, told That the divine Impartiality 
whatever Difficulties may attend it in the pxz3EN 
State, will be fully cleared- up in the uA; and, 


even. with Smart, and “through the Furnace of Af» 
fidtion" here, we ſhall have no Reaſon to complain. 


The practical ie 07 by nag of this Doctrine 
ae, brie fly, etna Wy: 5 7 5 


' Firſt,” that, after ke the cat Aockie and 
Fountain of all Gcod, and placing our whole Con- 


fdence i in rn we endeavour to imitate him in this 


a e union chew . $eduQion of thoſe iv bo 
ed the Doftrine of Chriſt, & endeavoured to remove them from 

lin tuat called them by the Grace of "Chriſt; unto another Goſpel. * 
Indeed, Some Things, in Scripture, are granted to be ob/eu/s and 
&ficult , on Purpoſe to exerciſe the Study and. lnquiries of thoſe who 
have Leaſure and Capacity for it : but Things neceſſary are ſufficieatly 
kin; otherwiſe it would be impoſſible to judge when another Goſpel 


doing. For, if the Revelation of the Goſpel he not ſufficiently plain 
dall things neceſſary to be believed and pradtiſed, then Chriſtians have 
v Rule hereby x6 judge what DoQrines are agrerable in the Galſpel , 
ed bat not, for an obſcure Rule is of zo Uſe; (i.e) in Truth, ao Rule 
ts thoſe, to whony it is obicure. serm. XXXIX, | 


ſure I am, that if we at laſt attain Happineſs, the” 5 


| or gs Perfection 


boreachef, which the Apoſtle here ſuppoſerb the Galatians capable of | 


250 Of the Impartiality of God, 


ee of his Narure, and, like him, be No 
Refpetter of Perſons “, e 
1.1 is, indeed, lo bo y diffic ont for Nia in 'to de 
| : _ impartial ; but we ; nie to acquire this 
=: vupright Diſpoſition. = — And, r Paſſions, in 
4 | | rhe are apt to lead us to Vaſc irn G & Partial 


i | in our Conduct, we muſt by all Means 10 
. to diveſt ourſelves of them; tal ways remewberiny 5 FY 
| ; that with what Meaſure we meet, it wal be meiſy- 5 
8 "red to us again;” - and, s we judge others, fo T7 
. ke-wiſe ſhall we ourſelves be judged: . 

1 Rut further, The Divine ape reit bes) 

| explained, (ſhewing in what Senſe it is AAStTR AAV, 


and in' what, it is wor, ) is further ſerviceable in 
teaching us a due Reſignation to the Divine · Will 


| in all Conditions, and encouraging us to Goodneſs, m 
6 and to a conſtant Perſeverance therein , even to an 
| ABUNDANT Degree. th 
Side it has pleaſed the great kuler or dde wol ſee 
to manifeſt his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in on 


| . behe Variety of his Works, and of his Diſpenſation 
> towards his Creatures, we ought in this to recognize 
this abſolute Supremacy, & with all Humility to a 
\quieſce® in his ſovereign and unceiteoulable Dif- 
| ; pobrion of things. Rug: 
Ia chis great Fabric of the vlt. where 
1 bos 


— 
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No nnn bis Majeſly, and bf 
all his Perfections, it was oeceſſary there ſhould be 


poinsed to the Creaturra, and the vierenanT:De- 
trees of Perfection and Happineſs: communicated 
to them; his Glory ſhines more cqſpicuauſly ihamit 
: would have done in an uniform Production, and in 
their various Ways, his wes r N Join 
in praiſing him again. Ht | =. & 

Siace then, it was neceſſary "6 the Worid d 
: be btvunstrito in the Manner it is, who; but tlie 
Creator himſelf, could diſtinuiſh the Ranks ef 
"Beigs, & appoint to every onecbis proper Station? 
'Ie becomes vs, therefore, id all tle Changes of oar 
"State, hurnbly'to acknowledge” the! ſoßreme Do 

minion in the Gebesee nl the World, 'who his 
*divided the Earth, and the Enjoyments of it'amonig 
the Children of Men, in what Proportions He 
ſcei- gt. — And, u they who are in lower Situati- 


'ons, 6 2 not * er Superiors 3 fo neither 
Har 


ſation . to glorie in their Ac 
hol nized quiſitions, and "an their Iuferiors with Contempt. 
1 Thus Nich the Lord, lee not the Wiſe- Man glorie 


in his Wiſdom, nor the Strong-Man in his Strength, 
nor the Rich- Man in his Riches 3 Bur: let him that 
glorieth , glorie in this; that he underſtandeth am 


Sem. XXXIX. 


Loviog- 


«Diverſity vor in the DurIEAT Conditions ap- 


me, that Lam the Lord which exerciſe 
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\Lovingetiaduies; weng und Jodgetnent' 


nnn 


„in the. Barth“ In word, 


_ +» q+ What Comfort and Confidence way we "RY q 


ſrom this; well-knowing, 'that'in wharevet State or 


- Circumſtances ce are, it is appointed ab from» the fl - 


| 2-4 A 


2 Almighty, **who is no Reſpecter of Perſons,” and 
:*whoſe Deſire is, that not any ſhould-periſh,: but 
that all ſhould come to everlaſting Liſe 3 & to this : ; 
End, hath diſpoſed of each of us in ſuch a Rank WI 1 
tand Station, and aſſigned us ſuch a Share and Por- t. 
tion of temporal Happineſt, as my inn 
Ito our eternal Welfarmmee.d 

© What remains, on our Part, is, chankfolly to te 
zeciye it, and to do our Duty in that State of 
Life in whinh | it hath pleaſed God to call us, not 
doubting but that, in the End, it will be with us, 
.as.it was with the Children of Iſrael, [viz} „He 


that bad, gathered ven, had-nothing over,” bo- 7 
.ching but what he. muſt ſtrifly, t for. «20d ve! 
Abe that had gathered 1TTi.x,, had no Lack vil Wor 
have, no, Deficiency, if he be but en im- one 


prove that little, For, j 1144; ti how ance; 
„God is no ſevere: Matter,” | reaps 3 where 
Jakes not ſown, neither gathery. where he has not 
ſtrewn, but accepteth according to Tag EIN? 
nnd not according to that he bach not. 
In the rarrzu Senſe, _— Pas — Af 
nora £1 1. pointmend 


* 


— 1 


un Prot aot ahr in Juſtice,) 
What an Encouragement is. this to Goodaefs, 
and, e 4c0nſtant,, Perſeverance in it, even. 10 an 
nnn. tt hat, een 4+ 


A · God is no Reſpetter of Perſors,” then, ſtom 
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vill beresſter, (however , for wiſe Reaſons , thin 


May according to his Deſerts; and cnſcqueritly 
the MEantsT Man, who deals uprightly, will be 
nionta than the greateſt Monarch who deals un- 
juſtly; and the mon , who are upright in their 
Ways, will be as m1oHLY exalted. For, | 


der to every Man according to his Works,” and 
l ꝛecording to the Fruits of his own Doing. 


„do- To Conclude, From the foregoing Conſiderations 
| ve learn, that the Duty of the town Part of the 


Office, is, not to envy them , or murmer at the Su- 


periority, which a wiſe, tho miſterious, Providence 
luth given them; but „in whatever State they are, 


ill the ReſpeR, which OY or Cuſtom have 
made their 1 


1 effential Perfection of his Nature in this, be 


may go otherwiſe in this World,) deal Lick cy 


«God is no Reſpecter of Perſons,” but will *ren- 


World to thoſe anzovs them, in Rank, Fortune, or 


dere with to be content & pay willingly to others 


ap 


ings of che Impartiality of God. 
At WT Hing ths Buty of theſe it 110 fia 

Lite is, to relieve the” Poor; Protek the Injbred, 

eobdntenance the 'God&'ahd Dad, ks 
they have Opportunity e wt to ſe7s; hath lefb lo 

oppreſs „ che u nN of thei e to 

Emember that *we ſhall all flgnd, before, che Tudg. 

| ar · Seat © of Chri vbere *he thas.does Wrong, 

al} xeceive for * Wrong ther, he;hath, done 

| \there en Faun 1 of Perſags with, Him,” « 
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e On nn ind Faithfulnen of God: | 


* Inet 1 


Did 10"; | 
e [John m. 33. «God is 1 858 
3 1 wk PATE" 7Y ch 
Without n give an Acid the par · 
tieulor Occaſion of theſe Words, as they have Re- 
latioa with the Context, I ſhall ground on them the 
Attribute of God's Faithful neſt and Truth. Go 
is true. — And the Method 1 ſhall e 
nnen Wall be, % 005376, 


"Fatt, To g give you Led "+ are to * kaſd 


i a £4 


it. 


4% 


| ens 
Secondly, Ao 'prved che this Perſon belong 
to God. And "hen, 


. " ? * 
I. HO NR 


Thirdly, Remove the Onjeion en, are uſe 
ally alledged againſt it z.. acl? | 


cConcluding with” what Inferences tin be drawn 


from, the Whole., And, In Hil een YES" "Pp 
en K. Maenner 

Fut. Mach do Ken en ate e 

alt Fade and Truth. 


| in aLaxct Senſe » fo, 48 to include in it not only 


tulneſs are ſo often put-together, "and | ſrequently 


miſc is frequently called his Truth; and becauſe | 
the Scripture uſeth them promiſcuouſly , we need Ml ; 


of them s for, | 


15 This Artriborez therefore, hath Reſpeſt, | 


Talſchood in whiche allies” 


; Miod by Words, there being always an exact Con- 


Je Tuch, u, (in Ea) o dg, uns u Wort 


256 Of the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, = 
And here, 1 ſhall. jake it, a, che Scripture uſeth je, 


IS | 
Hence it is, that, in Scripture, Truth and Faith- 


put one for another, [viz] *Thy Counſels, of old, 
are Faithfulaeſ and ether SW wake Words 
* PP en ee IRS. 


The Faithfulneſs of God in MEISE, his Pro- 


mot be very I 10 Spur RA Woeo b 


| When we hdres Words inblelucely, cod 


i independent, they repreſent God to us, as a Gcd 
of perfect Truth, and as' free from all rab. 


and Hypocriſy , and Deceit. 


Firſt , To his Veracity, or Freedom from all 
| Every Declaration of God is a Declaration of his 


formity between them. 
So that, to ſay, God is true,” or that he freaks 


kan "Wl 4 184 ; 


JE ON a of hip. Mind, end g true 
Reppeſenration of ghiogs , even as they are in them- 
ſelyen, without go hidden Reſerve , ane 
tion hatever. But further, 1 4 

The Truth of God hath alſo keſpedd to his Free- 
dom from any Failure in his Promiſes , which pro- 
perly is tiled his Faithfulneſs, as in thoſe Words 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Faun is he mot 
promiſed, who will alſo do it.” 10 
* When God declares and l any thing 
FUTURE, it really ſhall come to paſs, & there ſhall 
be wo failure of the things promiſed. Bot here, 
= We are to obſerve, (to avoid al} Miſtake in this,) 
and that if the Declarations of God are to be underſtood 
ABSOLUTELY, then there ſhall be an aBsoLUTE Per- 
z00d, WI formance of them; but otherwiſe, if only co 

4 TIONALLY, then the Performance of the Condition, 
pre-required, muſt. be had, before we can expect 
them. — Again, 

His Truth hath alſo Reſpect to his Freedom 
from Mutability in his Threats, and from all ſuch 
Repentings, as import any Change of Mind in him. 

Thus, When he threatened to rend the Kingdom 
from the Houſe, of Saul, Samuel confirms that 
dentence by adding theſe Words: The Strength 
Words of Iſrael will not lie, nor repent, for he is not a 
2 Man, that he ſhould repent.” we . ee 
Serm. XI. TPourthliyx 


*% 


3 
py 


- This is tiled his Sincerity; which is the Import 


as Of the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God. 
** Foutthly, His Truth imports; laſtly,” his Free- 
dom from Diffimulation , Fraud, 'Hyporriſy and 
from ſpeaking what he doth not think“, or pre- 
tending to that Kindneſs and Wesen toy by 
*which he doth not bears 


of the Word before us, according to the Apoſtle : 
Not in Word and . W but oy HO and 


— 


in Truth.” | RAPS: a 


„ thus ſhewn what. we are to POO 
iy this Attribute of God, I am now, 5 


15 1 


Sceondi. To prove that it belongs to ow . 
- N God is true.“ 25 of 


That this Perfection belongs to > God, T ſhall of 


| nds to prove, kr 

t's 

" Firſt , from the Dictates of — 0 
and thea, = YT 5 


1 Secondly From + Seriprue „or Dein Rey 
peer 7 e 1 


"Awad Like tells us chat Truth, and Faith- 


fulneſs are Perſections, and coaſequent'y belong 
to God; and that Falſchood and Lying are Im- 
+perfeRtions, and are, therefore, to be removed at 


dhe greateſt Diſtance from him. 4 ThereFW::.: 


e eee e Renn. 208 


| hete i othisgramong Men thmnt is eſteemed -a 
greatex-'Comumeix:and Represch, thay to be ae 
fed of Ful ehood þbechute it is: an Afgumenc: cf fo 
muck Baſcncfs; and ob a: lad mean nnd ſervile Syi- 
antes dhe ufuab Temptation to it cbcing.the Feat of 
lofing ſome Advantage or ii om Datuges. 
No Whetever argues Baſpneſu or Imperſection, 
wur (Reaſon: tells us, is inſinitely t be ſepatuced 
from de mot Perfect · Being ·· God cun not be - 
ted with Evil, Loth Divine-Nature beiag allifof- 
ficient canT hee no Temptation d be ! othetiviſe 
than good und juſt; and tub c add faithful. 
Men are temp tech to lie 57 K U Bor 
of Fear z bur the” Divinei Nature” hath t Gurte 
1 hall of it's Fullneſt 50 "AWSUBBIERSY, 9 ON” Fahiibe 


amy Iucrtaſe, nbr fear ny Implirthicnt® 
by eo bis Fno' 9 2 2 ni Wienke Lak gr 


Man AT” Aud Ah tha dba 4 10. 
ether kaenuſe 83 in 
afſing chem , - forgerful of chem - 
will h e Mk EIT IE Pest 

Vet of tbete "{tingy ire oy SR: G87, fis 


baer Wüdem nis pe fett BR wk 
Toe. Abt of all Echt, fecthe ith 
wonfidebarenchs ;" Locbaftahey, wü Fofgerfuliſefh*; 
ny LNG infinite Power renders Mt. 


\ 


8 Ol the rot bod Elichfalneſs of God. 
An be ity eben f sene god ul fat he 


Gad buve no: Tempration u hoo deſu / chan his Work, 
1<crherwiſe: thancgged! and Juſt ;dutiil kereby 
* do to tho utmoſtij and td adi 
do the Determination of his Counſel: The only poſ⸗ 
fible Resſon of Falſiſying, is either Raſhneſs or For- 
|getfuloeſs, Inconſtancy or Impotency , Fear of Evil,, 
or Hape vf 'Gais ; From CN) all which, an lofinitely 
Wige, A lh, Geke igen, end Good | Being, muſt of Ne- 
Fſſu be iaſaiteſy removed}; and eonο]φuently, 2 
1 r impofible fob. him 20 be. dec ciy e ux elf fo 
neither is it paſſibie ſor him in m viſe to dece 
Orhers ian a Word : A Eviieng alt Imperfectipos 
 pharfocver,, atiſe pleinly either ſiom Shortneſi 'of 
- VUndertandiag, Defect of erer d Faultinefs of: 
Wall; And particularly, the Oppoſite aj che A ttri- 
Husen a ee PLOW AUPC BD LU; — 


20 T2303 D ran wires ee teen ee 


= eee 
* hie = 10 il; Frequently, «thr ihures this ch God 
o7 The) Wade L peed, gige 30 thiß Purpoſe 


Ate, bys f 22 36 being EN Ex ureſs. 00 
True.,are thy. Maren, Lhaw fi 


— 
Sin 9570? Live d, Fightevus a6. l Judg 
efNEblhe," * _ aid e201 wwotÞ vinftal ed bat 
7 ee e 
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— ov; way Plato de Repub. Lib. 2, ſub finem. 
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Aide F W * . ee of 1255 Truck wo 

9 105 275 25 BENE fs & * thoſe 

* ane Prat n ar Exerpity of it. % 
1 120 euch endureth 85 all Generations ; 05 2 

date th ee ber pc deres, _— 
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225 Abhorrene e & Na e — God — 
Mäd that he ould he, neither the Son of Man | 
wat be mould repent: Flath he hd; and afl Ye - i 
vor do'#r'Þ Lan de polen, woda ke not make {| 
e ee deed, ; | f SO 
2 rip ptuxes go et yet forcher, | a $65 not only 
remove Lying, 154 OO? „and Inconſtin 

from God; but ſpeak of theſe, as things impoſſible 

to the Divine. Nature: An Hope of eternal Life, 

rich God, chat cannot lie, promiſed before” the 

[World' begin.” . * Maat A 
a «Py two imimuts le ER which it al 
Impoſibte for Cod to lie. we might have ſtrong 
Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge to laychold 

„po the, Hope that is, ſet be ſore us“ We may, 

drefore, ſaſely ſay, that the Strength of Iſtacl 

vil get lies nor Fepeaty” and dhat becauſe *he, ig 


wot] _ _ „nd ef! abs 12 n N 


Put a direct Chooſing to Act contrary to the known 
| Reaſon and Nature of Things. From all which, it 


|Bring ot lacie Goodaeks, Jutice, ang Trurh, and 


OT * Ei Mont N , 0 * 
2 4 = k *; ©; xl N > 
tA S, 8. I - x . he * p 4 #8575 
wy 4 . "4 * 1 . . * 7 * W 
U . 
EN , b : + \ 
- # 


bute == amp us, a 1 —.§ — 
| Corruption jor; Deprůvation; being nothing elſe, 


being manifeſt that the Supreme Cauſe and Author 


| of all Things, cannot but be infinitely removed ; it 


follows undeniably ; that he muſt of Neceſlity; ben 


all other Moral Perfectionsa-. Drs. ag of Yor. 
2 9 they... (under) La 


Betina, I aw. apc? IGOR * Sr ae 
a ka 1 N v4 LL N {he 128. r 28 Er ( 
. Dsds and g- 


braten of our Minds, appears: cheat ebe 
Denſoamgs of the Heathetis in this Mattch, bo 
rel deſtitute -f Dieise Revelation. „ „ 
ast ln down: hip us [a certain i Tuutmba, char 
&Ly ing.kAd:Kalbhood-acciionparie Rivet, eng „con- 


acc hogh rg;God adam, A6, i 
vit {Lhe vine Natutei is free: from: all Tempi 5 
05. herein either from2Adpantage: or Fear 4 and. 
Mann From &f deg oboe 

with us, both in his Words and Aion, end; N 
prior hongnd Mimi yo frre ab u. „e, 
2 „5 » 
biete ips  requen dy rib ures th be 


11 e Long eite 49 thig Purpoſe 
£ few, 94 being VEN EX Uugſs ee, 5 
$99.4 Tro, gt AN- MN thay Sigg 
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inte So PRE dad, nabtevus bis 
efNEnlhe, on Del mid ubs wot $1161 rf 690 


da | 4 83 he i 2 ut Hi 5 


| T 0 
„ 2 1d * gy ag, . N. 5 
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nas, 8 Plase de Repub. Lib. 2, ſub finem. 


„ eee en e 
Hicher ages fer, thoſe, rs, which ſpeak 


.the Plenty. e od's Truth. 
2 r in Ge nef ſs & Tot ho 


Il; 
Nene the. eD pratiqn p 1 oft. 7 9 1 
«We. Truth en ureth to all Generations ;” 00 en- | 
acids a keepeth his Promiſe 4 
N 1 t $4 1663, eee 41425 | bas « '< 
2 As the Scripture Akribütet this PerſeQion to 8 
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ſo it removes the Contrary from him with nn 
—— & Deteſtation . Go is ot 
Mid that he ould he, neither the Son of Nan 1 
that ke mould repent: Hath ie m, b Wal he nn 
not do vt. eee end be ly make (| 
it E 3 of 6 
crip ures go eee ee for ber and | 9977 not 6 "Ut | 
remove 2 5 and Fllſchood' , and Mebpttit 
from God, büt ſpeak of theſe, a8 Things itipollible 
to the Divine: Nature: An Hope of eternal Lift, 
which" God, that cannot lie , "promiſed before” the 
Worlg'beglin.” $9107) din, <a ord 
«By two immutabl Flags, . which it al 
impoſibte for God to de. we might have ſtrong 
Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge 0 laycholtl 
von the; Hope that is. ſer before u We may, 
therefore, ſaſely ſay, that Ahe Strength of Iſtael 
vl get lie, nor Fupeaty” and ahas, becauſe *he, is 
Pot] Serm. Nha! . 001333 ec 2 mn * 


T' pie 50 
2 Hich 
e 
0M 

b figem- 


OY Of the Truth and Falthfulbeß of God, 
nor 4 Map chat be * ripede.# "Bur, 
\ Thirdly, lem n reidee - lome few " Th 


3 which may be Bede: jut this Attribute of 
_ God, againſt this bis Fairhfu loefs '&'Tryth, Aue, 


Firſt, It is objected Und ce Sincerity of God, 


Pies his Plain-Dealing, that he is ſome- times tepre. fal 
Eented in Scripture, as inſpiring . with ba 
ares Meſſages. d 0 Le 
1a Anſwer to this, We ſay, that it ia a wells wi 
Hebtaiſm to.expreſs things | in AQ/MPERATIYS and Wl: q 
ac vivs Form, which are to be underſtood on]y PER» 15 
N did not command, bot om per * 
And ſo io St. John, where our "Saviour ſa ſays to Ju- the 
das, What Thou doeſt, do quickly,“ ve are to 2! 
underſtand not as commanding him to betray ie * 
ibo chat ſeemed to be expreſſed in the Ferm. * 
So likewiſe here, - When an Evil-Spirie oed bre 
himſelf to be a Lying - Spirit in the Mouth of a Pro- * 
phet, and God ſays, * Go forth » and do ſo: This — 


a 
mand — Again, 0). abt beit ater pas | 


It is objeted , and ſaid, Abs 
| en in the Perfermatice of bil Tleatd, Bot defer 
5 — TOUTE Fee | 

ö * toe Ti 


1 mw 


\ 


euere. n me. this /TURNG 


"We anfwer", 3; for this miy be raid? l gene. 
tl, lat every one that undeiſtands the Nature dx 
God, cannot but be vell-affured, "that Fatſchdod & 


9 


not uyite f fome particular Knots, & anſwer all, Dit. 
ficulties, yer we 0ught to reſt ſatisfied in this NY 
me in el to this, we ſay, that * 


ls, and "comm; 


the Manger of Men,” and ok ha by 5 
Condeſcepſion to. our Weak: 
dated to our Capacities... 
When God is, therefore, faid to repent, the Ex- 
preſſion. only ſignifies thus much, « that God is 
pleaſed to do orufn⁰ Nm, than, his Threatenings 
ſeemed optoly. to expreſy, becayle. of ſome racir 
Condition impl ed in them. 
This goth, in no Way, 1 from, the Truth 
or Sinceriey, or Conſtancy of, God in his Word, be- 
cauſe he dgth not change bis Couglel and. Purpoſe, 
bot only takes · off the Sentence, eh he had paſſed 
upon AVID. Conditions, And, Aw 
Th og Prophetic eee > (oralifing Jade. 
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| 1 di tion, {viz} If there do not intervene the Humili. 
tian and Repentanet of the Perigns agaiuſt whom 
ddr arg threatned; and, if ſo, Gd may, upon Re. 


ol his Truth, or Knowledge, or 


* from chat well known Paſſage, recorded! In Jeremiah 
5 [viz] * « At what Inflant I ſhall ſpeak concerning 8 


againit whom 1 have pronounced , „turn from their 


to build, and to plant it; If it do Evi] in my Sight, 


 Tonifider, that, He that threatens, tiath ſtill the Pow- 


this remarkable Difference between Fromiſes and 
Threatnings, that he who promiſeth, 


0 Promise is _—_ 10 not only difappoidted , injuri- 


16 Of the Truth and vas 0. 
© ents,) "are to be underſtood with this vacty Con. 


pentance, without any Impeachiorys of "the H Honour 
over, either "defer, 


or abate , or remit the Puniſhment , Flear ly appears 


ation, and concerning a Ki ngdorn, to pluck-up, 
and to pull-down , and to deftroy it ; If that Nation 


Evil, Iwill repent of the Evil that 1 thought to do 
Uto them. — And at what Iüſtant 1 Mall ſpeak 
roncerning a Nation, and coheernlag 4 Kingdom, 


that it obey not my Voice, Then 1 will repent of 
Good here with I faid I would benefit them.“ 
This will appear yet mote reaſbnible „hen we 


er of Execution in his own Hands. For; there is 


vera 
Right to another, and thereby ſtands oblidged to 
bmi in Juſtice and Faithfulneſs; to make-good his 


Promiſe ; and if he do not, the Party to whom the 


+ w# &% 14 ouſly 


* 


Bd) 10 d e Weben sss 0 iy 
, \f 


9 it 
do. ume otherwiſe; He tat rar tun deen the 
covglit d puniſhing i D ind, and i- 
And οο%te dee che futbathre ate ved any for- 
dne has, the ReaſdneiandEndvof:Goyefnmenyido 
equlrd v he may withour iD,ỹνοοννν Party 
ehtckined; -remic! and abate· e mottu ani he plevirih 
-ofxhe Puniſhment” that the hath reatned rand thee. 
bectzuſe in ſo doing; he is not wore but dn 
than Word, no Man can findefaultzorcomplaink 
of any e eee 
5111 WY 1 * 1 Ine or 25 ok 6 he 
Ws rr Ig TA WIC 


26011551191 vnivib $03 01 Wo Tivo 
irc; The prinei pal Thing d wovid recommend, 
las \deducible-from:whatd hatti / ech ſaidꝭ ) that 
 [we:pltbpoſe to ourſelves the rut oſ G‘ for ou,ꝭ 
Pattern and Imitation," .- g t offs not 
'>;Wobld we be lee God d rt us de ru und 
zaiXh yur foe Truth and Kaithfelneſe ure diviiſt 
ner 6616 eit on 50 0642 51207 Hos n 
13 2 Nis 0 


e a e 


ve of Religion, in is, 18 it is to imitate God, 

2 to CY to be like him, ſo far as we are 

wblec N 5% die n wenn 77 AY” 
hich d 


Serm. er ng dans 06" 
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; tact (xojves- Rllibreition Herbe Conliderkripa of 


wel forth! the; Worda/olSoberneſuand/ Truth, 


| &mvlation, & thoſe more urin Ways of Lxiag, 


| ny Re A PG age * 0 


ſor the ſame Complaint now. Fr 1 


156 Of the Truck wad Fuldbfuloef of God. 


whe Truch aud Sincrviry uf Goch is, that G would 
dener tued. to:live bythe ene Rules di Pruth 
and \Siocevity id vl our Dealings; 1e. becoines ws, 
owho: worſhip) the Gd f ruth, ta ſprak. I tuch, 


rum our LAdearte : Ton uſe Pleinneſt and Slo- 
city: in all our Words; to abhor Fal and Diſ- 


V Equivooation of Words, and oſretet Neſetvntion 


plead for e N 
A py 

1 or of, Reli ch ig 
ourſelves 55 no Kelp "cha N . Remy 
bewermeet Wich tay Complaints, ih! the! Old- 
Teſtament, 'cf the Want! of Truth and Faichſulneſi 
among: Mea, and ilaubtlaſa there is as mueſ Reaſon 


bn We live in an Age of greatek Light, dndowhich 
Seproyes. and makes manifeſt ui Work of: Dark- 
neſs , and there can be no ſurer Sign of: the Decay 
of n and of the little lg Foyer, and In- 


chat che Goſpe bath than that 
Hnen6e t 9 , cher ks : 


e307 2 Dm 


916 > if 26 3} 01 , (id, lil 20 03 710%: 451% © 
A) eee not with every Wind en g not into c 


Nee 


ro wha | . OS Y n 


De er ae, OC 
ten i ketle · Regard id by Chriſfians to thoſ 


ah may ſaghe chat Word, art; theteforcs off eterĩ 
mlt Ei Obligucion, having cheir Footy 
datilea in the Nature of God () BA mit. wb 

That Man, theftfore; who candifpenſei with! him 
ſelfs-99) ta M08 Duties, and: makes no Coofcirnce 
not Satuple of Falſchood, or- Breach of Truſt, what 
3 ſoever he may wear, or hat Title ſoe vet. hę 
may; Sill himſelf. by. it is as ĩmpoſũble that, sucn 
Nan, ſhould be a true Chriſtian, as it is · io recony 


Lies.” (3) 

. Evety Perfection in G08 requires # ſuitable Per- 
fectioh in us, This is à clear Prineiple deducible 
from Reaſbn'; which the Heather Moraliſts have 
with one Wee & one Mouth, and by a grrat Va- 
fetp of Words, declared that Man then walks moſt 
ſuitably to his, Nature and Dignity, when he walks 
„ e eee that *the. very 
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[3 11 died Law 164 Law in itſelf; Koa ib 

be Nature of Things. Indeed, | 

"The primative Ruler of · Moral · Goa ben, carry Reaſon in them 

kinmanable; tit 50 Tl cap 3boliſh tren an hag $i 

n Nothing deing wore A. hick 
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5 466 ol the Truth-and #athfulnch of God. 
End of all Religtonter Philoſophy, - aud «the Pers: 


Mind, and Will, and Affection 


| ſection. Heace, 


neſs that ſpeaketh Lies.” A lying Lip is an Abo- 
| mination to the Lord.” For, 


1 BOMINATION , ſuch'an — God deteſte with : 


fe&ipn of the Human Nature, conſiſta in the bes 
ing like to God; - ind, that we then beſt 
glorify him, when we make it our Cate to live 
like him, and conform ourielves ere 


A lying Temper is the Fruit of the ori & corrupt 
Man within us, an Indication that the ur and 
Divine - Nature is not YeT formed in us. — Lie not 
one to another, Brethren, ſeeing ye have put-off 
the Old-Man , wick bir Deeds, 8 have ha 
the New,” * 5 1 750 1 5 rs f 


- Lying, then, muſt be . hateful 10 . 
"an high Provocation of God's ſacred Majeſty, be- 
cauſe it bears ſuch a direct C RE 5 


. Among the Things which God mares; and which 
are an ABOMINATION/to him, are reckoned, by the 
Wiſe-Man, the “ lying Tongue und the ſalſe Wit- 


Sw» 9 LY 


Truth, being among the chiefeſt and moſt con- 
ſpicuous Virtues ; therefore, the contrary. Vice is 
condemned by a terrible Word, and called an A 
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{Hepes it naturally follows that it muſt be a Sia 
which will ſubjeR us to an heavy Wrath and fate 
Vengeancss + {+4055 to ies vv wrt 9042-4327 *$ 
Even an holy Derid made chis Reſolution , to 
baviſh. ſuch People from his Preſenee. n 
bete ſhall no deceitful (Perſon, (ſays hey) 
dwell.i In my Houſe: He that telleth Lies ball | not 
vtrꝝ in my Sight “ For, all falſe Ways: l uttrr- 
V abhor.“ - And, - Can we, then, think that God 
will 000 more cercafnly exclude them Nr his * 
ful Habitation in Heaven? . 
The. Plalmiſt. ſeems. to, repreſent this s 28 a 
time fo:exceeding heinous, that he could think of | 
70 NN ſufficiently ſevere. for it, as he inti- 
mates dy the Inquiry of « What Reward ſhall be 
given, or done unto thee, O thou falſe Tongue? 
„dich I ©" mighty and ſharp Arrows with hot burning 
Cozls. Beſiqes, ; 

The Nature of this Sin cant but deter us from 
decades of i x for, it can never be a Sin of 
lenorance, 6 ia 

The Foxmality,. or Efcace of a Lye, conſiſts i in, 
het we; ſpeak, not conTrany to the Truth off 
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ſice 1s 
A bam, but contrary, to our inward Thoughts and 
vith a entiments ;, And therefore admits of no Excuſe. ; 


Hence 4 furthes;: ConGderation: which * induce us, 


0g Serm XL 
1 6 more 
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#70 Of the Truth and Flichfutaes of God, 


more carefully to abſtain from this" Iniquity | is, 
that it is a Sin which renders us moſt like to 3 
Evil · One, the very worſt of Beings: For 
©. Of the Devil, our Saviour hach vlured' vs *that 
« He is a Liar, & the Father of it;“ for,” no ſooner 
was Man born into the World, but Satan wrowght 
his DeſtruRion by a IL ye, Falſchood & Treachery. 
= He brought upon us, by a Lye, all that Miſery 
which we derive from the firſt Adam, 4nd” ende. 
vovred: to defeat the Kindneſs of e by 
the ſame lying Artifice, And. 

As he himſclf delights in Lying, fo is he; 7M 
ng the Farher of Lies,) coiitinually fofliciting and 


| tempting others to it. 2 


HFle, doubtleſs, was the lying Spirit in the Mouths 
of Ahab's Prophets, and in the Mouths of all the 
| Heathen Oracles. — And, O0! 

That Men would ſeriouſly coglider this „that | 
when they frame, of ſpred-ahroal'any groundleſs wy 
Cilumay, to the Hurt of their Chriſtian Brethren, 
they are doing the Work of * * the great Accuſer of 
Mankind! That when by a Lye? ia Matters of 

Trade, they attempt to over-tedch, or defraud ano- 
ther, they are complying with the Suggeſtions o 
*he Wicked-One , who ſtill works in the Children 
of Diſobedience,” and are doing unn them 
the Children of the Devill .+ So 
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8 vile a Servitude & baſe a Relation muſt nec 

excite Terror in the moſt unſecli "On 
Bor careful, then, ſhould de be to abi theſe 
ipgs, which ſubjeS » to lo deteſtable 3 a Conhettion, 


and” Wie Effects alſo, in chemſelves , and mow 
particularly i in their End, are fo truly | rremendous 


710 ON 
> [\Befides, This Sin is concrary 20 the Uſe of Speech, 
which God hath m the peculiar e the 
human Nature. OLE the 7 1.10 , 
[1 The Uke of Speech is a thing &s whaderfah; that 
the Heathem conjectured that Mun wes either 
uuugbt it by Cad, ot an Angel and, indeed, they 
reaſoned well ; for it was not the Product af aun u, 
but prvins Wiſdom, even from God, ho is the 
Author and Giver of every good & petſect Gift.“ 

This, then, being the true Original of Speech, 
it is Certain wut the End for which it was imparted 


. to us by the God of Truth, was, that we might 
es nity diſcloſe our Minds i one anther in | 
hr of TRUTH. Moreover, on 5 1 N. 

©, hf We. can have bo Tntercou rende ene | 
"A vor Dependance pn what "Men affirm or promile, 
0 but on the Suppoſition chat they ſpeak as they 
buen I Nint. 404 proiniſe what chey rent V iatend 6 

n them petform. Be ſiges, 


This is a Si 
Senn. 


K. * s molt plain, (impair 
5 our 


h Ot che Truck and Failbfulneſs of God, 


dur Credit among Men, and reader obnoxious I 

: to the vileſt FEY) los ti N; & 0212 2 .< 
e FR, e 1 ter 6 
redit, a M ath ouT- 20 his uration,; 1 

*his 5 are re) 12220 Wich! Tan and. 4505 h he FE 


odd afrrvards ſainetinies,, ſpeak Ute Tro, Jet 
EM id Ui 2 1. $3 
no one either regards o or believes him. ſed? 

Theſe Conſiderations, flowing from the Nature 
of Gad and from the Nature and iii Conſequences 
of the Sin here in Oppoſition, muſt, (if auly col 
Midered,) be ſufficient to reſtrain us ſrom this evil 
Nractice, as we profeſs ourſeſves to be the Children 
bf * the God of Truth, and have renounced the 
| Wig ne But, * * 3; 01 1 13 r 


2 $607; 


| . Secondly, As God is a God, of "Truth, „ then, we 
' haye abundant Reaſon. to 19 — & ent to what- 


ever we are ſatisfied js. revealed to vs by Him. 1 
HA Monarch beſtow Immynities . on any, and 
coofirm them by an authentic Charter, no one -eithet 
controverts, or queſtions, their Right.t0 4 the Royal- 
Favours... And, why, ſhould we. fulpe8 the Validity 
of thoſe glorious Grants, wbich are made by the 
everlaſting Sovereign of Nature; which he | has alſo 


Si by an Oath, (3), and, ſealed, $0, vs by the 


"$i TESTING . 
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esd . disſranchi- 
fed, and Qharters Srvoked 23> Even Mountaing may 
.bvi ramoveds und Statt drop; from weir Courſes. 
But a Tenure; founded on the Divine-Promiſe,1is 
andicaably feoure , is 2s laſting as Eternity .iefetf. 
tenneſs, and Earth's Baſe built on Stubbe. 
A Divige-Revelation is a ſufficient Ground for 
the moſt/firm Aſſent, and is the higheſt Evidence 
.of Cod is called , the Wend of Truth, and Fuith- 
full neſe itfelf. Thy Word un hre 
thing is revealed to us by Gd, nb, (ſor loſtsoce) 
the Holy Scriprutes, we ongbt to ꝓield a firm Aﬀent 
to chem otherwiſe we difhonour this Perfection of 
the Deity, and do all we'cah ww rob him of bis ef- 
ſential Property, his Vetatity and Truth. But, 
Lallly. Beenuſe Vo is 2 God of Truth. therefore, 
every Food Mas res in flops, in Coll pero 
his joyful Expectatios | 
The Truth 7 God is ſullcicor wo Gtehce al our 
'Doudrs j Lie being tlie Rock of Ages, ever firm & 
torable, and” conſequently never fails them that 
were bow But; 2 Yoo 7 7 2? 155 2s 

1 als *t- 

TL in aternum Vox wire nan Dei. 
Serin. AI. 
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-|"Avhe rant Gl ie wSipport? and Comfy 
Ito the Good), ſo id it likewiſe n= Malter of Ter- 
ror to the Wicked; for; as:it *confirmbyevery: Pro. 
mie to us; ſo, (in like manner,) it eſtahliſſies evety 
_ Threat 3/and the Wicked can oo-more think to es- 
"expe wirhout Puaiſhinenr chai the Righatoii vic 
out Reward. For, | 
A „God hath f ma Holive&'not t6 fa 
®theJoſt ;* ſo, © he hath ſworn zu his Wrath tHic 
the wicked ſhall not enter into bis Reſt. T“ 
To Conelude: - The Doctrine of God's Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth being thus ſtared, 'we fee thit 


Of the Truth/and Faithfulnes of God. 
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Uwe Have A Rock whereunto we ſball:do-well al- 
{ ways to reſort,” both for Truſt and Imitation; for, 
We hie here the completeſt Pattern, and he 


For, * 


Ne is faithful who hath./pwmiſcd 3! -Ouly we ſſ d 


that copies after it, can never act, nor ſpeak: fallcly; 


all falſe Ways he will utterly: abhor.“ And, 
As for Imitation ſo alſo for Trutt &e;Cobfidence. 

Af God hath made any Btomiſe, we nay, ſecurely 

kely upon it, that ãt ſhall he made: good. — We may 
hold - faſt our Hope withoug Wayeriag, becauſe 


de careful to perfotm the Conditioa which is requi- 
red au our Part n we held“ ch berd leſt à Pro- 
miſe being left us, any of us ſhould. come-ſhors, af 


*, ea KENWS 33 wer 
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it.“ ,” chro Dilabadinas,r dete aha) things 


that 
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that can abſolve God' from his Promiſe , or FRO 
hold theſe things ffomius}/for,AvitiCehe Faithful, he 
will ſhew himſclf faithful; but the : Dilobedient and 
Vabelieving ſhall be ſtroyed. 


. -g , 3509 3.341 840 


Having then, a God ,uwhoſe Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs are as kn@uhle as himfelf , let us truſt in 


him at all | Lindes , for « He is faithful who bath 


] s he 
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Of the Patience, Long-Suffcring 
: 4 1 F186 Ft 7 7 0d nde * 2 1403 cQfary: [7 


ge ar mop gas n ee 


enen . 
Numb. 3 xiy. ” il « The Lord is Long Suffering 


—— 


bebe . 8 
Declaration of God-Himſelf, of his moſt holy Na- 
ture,) do fully aſſure us of his Patience, Long- 


1 


Moſes here urges the Almighty to the Forgive- 
neſs of, & Forbearance with his People, from this 
Attribute of his, declaring it to be as great as his 
Power, (i.c) in the Manifeſtation of it, he by no 
means ſhews himſelf wzax, but sTRONO, in every 
Perfection; great in Goodneſs, and rich in Mercy; 
indeed, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, and of 
Power ſufficient to govern himſelf when moſt pro- 
voked. — And now, O Loni, I beſeech' thee, let 
thy Power be great, according as thou hasf ſpoken, 


| ers, the Lord is 1 and of great 


Mercy, 


—— 1 


» a? x”. 


i | _ + rxplained; | f 0 "277 
0 Sing 
jet, by no Means, clearing the Guilty,” 0 
la ſpeaking to this Perfection of God I ſhall , 
(OO NR Methad;z) ſhew, 3: 

Ft, What we are to underſtand by it. 


. Secondly, Confirm it; (i.e) prove that God * 
patient, - that He is eminently ſv. 1 


ng. " Thirdly , I ſhall obviate ſome of the v wrong Con- 


___ WM cvfions, which wicked Men are bot too apt t 
draw from hence. af | 


» the | 
D'4 | | Concluding, with fuch Wannen nol improve 
ong- 2 can made from it. And, BIS N 


Pitt, Of Patience, & what 1 we are to wc] 
by it. 
ee! in Man, is that Virtoe by which he ſup- 
prefſeth, reſtrains, and moderates his Anger. The 
Holy-Gholt, therefore, in the Old-Teftament, ex- 
preſſeth the Divine Patience, by being Slow to 
Anger, & of great Pity. Ala the New Teſtament, 
it is ſometimes expreſſed by the Word which fig 
fies the Forbearance of deſerved Puniſhment; = 
by God's . reſtraining his Anger, when juſtly pro- 
voked for , Such is the Holineſs of his Nature „ 
ſuch is Hatred io Sin, that He mul bessthrif be 
Serm, XII. diſplea- 


4978 Of che Patience xc. of God, 
diſpleaſed with the Sinner, as ſoon #8 ho ate. 


ſeth his righteous Laws, 
Hence the Pſalmiſt ſaith, that «He is wogry wit 
the Wicked, every Day.“ But then, 
His Goodneſs and Mercy fo far jnrerpoſe,, tha 
« He ſtill waits to be gracious ,” & * is Long-ſuf- 
Fering to us-ward , not willing that any ſhould pe- 
riſh, but that all-ſhould come to Repentance,” 
So that God ſhows his Patience, in that He bi- 
Tin, the Puniſhment which the Sinner hath deſer- 
Led, and doth not inftantly break-forth in Judg- 
meat againſt him; for, ſeeing that Sin is no ſooner 
-committed; than it deſerves Puniſhment, and ten- Pa 
ders us ſubje& ro the Wrath oſ God, | it can only be 


22 S060: greg s 


Patience which with-holds his Hand from us, that * 
he doth not inſtantly deſtroy us. Though , 

Sometimes, indeed, Impunity itſelf, is the higheſt 
AS of God's Diem, when he will no more the 
«prune | his Vine,“ nor correct us, but lets us *ſerrle i l. 

| upon our Lees, a (as the Expreſſion is,) and 15 Wa 
us over to a reprobate Mind.” But, ther 
When He forbears the Sinner, with a Deſign be | 
rs giving him further Time.) to prevent his Ruin — 
and to procure his Repentance, then is this an At * 
of his divine Patience & Goodneſs towards us. T 
2 1 further exerciſes his wee in that be nf 
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woDera7ts3:the-Puniſhment due to our Sins, (i- e) 
in that he puniſhes: us 88 than our Iluiquisies 
deſerve ;" for , ſo much Puniſhiment as ia remitted, 

| ſo much Anger is reſtrained, and conſequently ſo 
hat Wl mueh Patience and Forbearance is'ſhewn towards 
vs: Thus the Pfalmiſt reckoned it an Inſtance of 
'God's'Goodnefs to his People, that «though they 
had many Times provoked him, yet he did not fuf- 
fer his wfoLs Diſpleaſure to ariſe; (1+) he punilb- 
ed them leſs chan they deſerved; not for their 
firu&ion, but for their Repeiitanc®; Reformation, 
and Amendment. — One great Inftance of his 
Patience, is, that whereas Death is the Wages of 
Sin,” he only punilhes us lightly , (i. e) not with 
Death, bur ſo only as to deter us from Evil. ws 


TED. 
When God chaſtens Sinners in Tris World, that 
they may got be condemned in the uxxr ; when he 
«force i bye bis Fatherly-Hand upon them, to correct their 
ugives Wanderings from. the Way of. Life,, and teaches 
dem Obedience by the things which they ſuffer, 
de undoubtedly ſhews to them, at once, both the 
tender Compaſſions of a Father, and the great Pa- 
tience, Long-Suffering, & Forbearance of a God. 
an At 
The Patience and Long: Suffering of God, then 
conſiſts in forbearing us When we deſerve 3 
n in ee 11. than we 
L 48110 184 * ferve 
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Secoadiy, God is patient, | indeed, KARI fo ; 
this we prove from the following, Cookiderations. 
„ Linpatience is a Weakneſs, and a Blemiſh in 1 Tl 
» becauſe it ſhews that we want Power and 


pe 
"Diſcretion to reſtrain the Motions of our anoxy MN ſul 
Paſſions ; whereas , Patience is aC: briſtien Vinue, tor 
Lang it ſhews in us the Strength of Wiſdom & to 
Power to govern and command them; „ Thus the tt 
Wiſe-Man — # He chat is ow to, Anger, is of 


: Underſtanding ; and he that ruleth his Spirit, 
is ſtronger than he that akerh, a City,” the One 

mewing only the Strength of the Body; the Other 
of Mind ; therefore, is Patience repreſented to vs a8 
Perfection in the 2 1 52 Nr word God 
of Patience.“ And, ee ank 2 APE $1 
; We are bid, i in lage dos of hat 100 in Cantor 
mity to his Example, «ro put op, as che Ele& « 
God , Meekneſs 5 Long-Suffcring “ — And » 


when God gave to Moſes the moſt Perles Repre 
ſentation of himſelf, and made, all his Glory to pal 
wh him,” he did it by proclaiming himſelf «2 


| Mer ow" 2 Ar and of | gre 
_ | | 41x ave * 


* proved 8 Alke 


vaderſtand this ſo, a8. if his Nature did efſeatially 
require has He ſhould auwars, and in 41 L Caſes, 
exerciſe his Patience; (i. e) that He is, by Nature, 


This we muſt not imagine, it he ing contrary to Exe 


ſudden Wrath upon Sinners, as recorded in Scrip= 
ure ; but only thus, that he hath always the Power 
to reſtrain his Wrath, and, in the common Diſpe n- 
[ations of his Providence , doth general! y doit, as 
very numerous Examples do often atteſt; for He 18 
patient, indeed , eminently: ſo, and never corrects 
but thro Goadneſs and Mercy, that the Sinner may 
pot *Freaſyre-up to himſelf anymore Wrath,” and 
that others may be 0 by it and ſo © flee from 
the Wrath to come.” | 

He is good wall; and bis. tender Mercies a 
mer al, his Works.” -The Lord is ſull of 1 


et oe paſſion , Long- Suffering * and of great Goodneſs, 

nd ot willing that auv ſhould periſh , but that 41. 
Reprer il fot come to Nepentanee ?- Likecas x Father 
to paſeſ pitieth xis n Children, even ſo is the Lord mer. 
eee e cheny that fear iim in tor he knoweth where. 


of we are made, and remeabetech that n are but 
duſt,” Sem. XII. Al 
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| —— be csrefully obſerved, that when we ſay | 
chat Fatiager is, an, Attribute of God, we mult not 


perience, and to numberleſs Examples of God's 
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103 Of the Patience kt. of God. 


All our habitual Tranſgreffions, and wilfel Viole. 
| tions of his holy Laws, are exceediog Ptovocations 
5 | ol his ſacred Majeſty , inaſmuch 48 they ure Acts of 
. plain Rebellion againſt him, « deſpiſiag of his ſi- 
SV 15 cred Power, and an utter Renunciation ef him; be- 
| Ing Servants of Sin, we muſt be nlienated * 

_ «nor being able to ſerve two Maſters.” 


What further aggravates Sin, is, that we commit 
it againſt the God of Love, who is rich in Mercy, 
| and plenteous in Goodneſs to the Sons of Men;“ 
indeed , commit it in the Preſence , & in Defiance 
of the great God of Heaven. But, 


What aggravates our wILFUL Sins e all, is, 
that by them we revolt from God; our Benefactor, 

to Satan, our Deſtroyer : *whomſoever ye obey, his 
Servants ye are, to whom ye obey. . bit 

To all theſe Aggravations, we may add the Mul- 


titude of our Inguities ; for , «who can tell how ofc 
be offcndeth ! None of us r canal | 


from manifold Tranſgreffions. | | 
1s not God, then, patient, i in F att 
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i proved from Seripture. 263 


es, es chax we. do. ppt deſerve Puniſhment or 
15 Cannot pun 171 but I i af his greap 

Mergy,aod-becauſe. bis Compalſions, fail not fas 
gormichſtanding, al, our Sins, and. the Proyocatigps 
of them, yet, © haw,doth Gd ſtilh wait to be, gragiy 
gut da u, and when OBLIGED, to.pynifh, with; what 
Reluctange doth he proceed: ,, How, ſhall- I givg 
thee up, O Ephraim? How ſhall-l, deliver thee, O 
Iſrael 4, Mine Heart is turned within. me my Re- 
pentings, PING wether”: Turn ye, and 
lire... ene ee en bg e e 
e Mightly. dork * pooh erde desk dot 
vith us after our Sins, nor rewardeth- us according 
o our Iniquities 3. und: how caſily prevailed op- 
on to forbear I He repreſents Puniſhmeot to us 36 
his TRANGE: Werk, A [/lie, (faith che Lord,) 
1 bave. ng Pleaſure in the Death. of a Sinner?“ 
laſtances, in Proof of this; are plenty to enu- 
merate j indeed, every one of us is an Inſtance to 
himſelf :of- God's Long Suffering towards us; to 
this I ſhall, only, add, as, a furthen Advantage, to ſer 
forth the, Patience.gff Gad to Siuncrs, that his: For- 
hesraneę is ſo great, that he hath been OG 
of, for it e by hisown, Servants.” 1 $6502 th 
Jobi (who was even patient to a Proverb bia 
this anch l 44% 126 254 e 
% Serm, XLI. | Jonah 


284 Of the Patienc de. of God. 
| Jona n ck challengeth God for ie; def be bed ok 


that he was loth to be ſent upon his Meſſage, 
| God ſhould diſeredit bim, in not being mee 
mins, (ſhall 1 ff,) as hie Wordt. 


defis are always firſt 'vſed to lead men to Repen- 
| Lance, - They never have Reaſon: to complain that 
they are ſurpriſed with bis rA Vengeance, in 


| day, become inevitably ſubject d Mortality, [being 


ſerved God to be ſo prone to Pity , and to forgi 


270 


28 The gentle Methods of Mercy de Loving · Kind- 


the Beginning of their Departure from the Paths ot 
Virtue ; or, indeed, that it overtakes them, till af. 
ger many A8PEATED. Provocations, and till by their 
jncorrigible Perverſeneſi, and the Impenitency of 
their Hearts, they ow ON * o 
themſelves inn 744 40) 

\ The particular. loftinees which- 8 
gives us of the Patience and Forbearance ef God 
towards Sinners, are very remarkable, and ſuch a 
may give a truer Notion of this divine Attribute 
than can be done by any verbal Deſcription. 
- When God had threatened to Adem, that in the 
Dar he eat of the forbidden Fruit he ſhould furel) 


from thence forward | excluded. the Tree of Lifc 
- Bur, - the acrvas Execution of that Sentence « 
"pee | AK Deatl 


Pooved from. Serir urs. 5 385 


ot maybe Fo 
ntange er r the Future, be 
night eſcax FR forer Punſbniepe of Death 
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eternal. 
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| Whew che! whole World, bad corrupted theme 


wo deſtroy! them all with'a Flood; yet 8g. Peter ob+ 


Noa A unto them-# Preacher of Righteouſneſa y 
to have'deterred-them; if poſſmie, from ee 
i andi % 16 1yo nen of 


ſeo, T4" into thoſe Few | to be unto them a 
a Teacher bh and. We (. Righteouſneſs ; + 7 
whoſe rl ghreous oul wheh ey, had vexed , da 
by day, ih. their legieries, and the c Y of "hci 
Wickednels $ was become exceeding great before 
"i * yet, 838 7 et · ſorth the Greatnefs of the divine 


Patience, 


flving to refpire't 


he" Deſtrukion of theſe Cities, if 


if there was bur the feat A ande and Hoj 
Amendment in thent hn ot: 


' eee Ago whey . fer Neviote 
- 100.3 eras XLI. of 
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x3, that by Re- 


cives ins the Days of Noah, and Gad had reſblved 


ſerves, that * the Long - Suffering of God wait, 
while” the Ark was preparing p in al which Time 


Ninn this 10 iq the Gs of Sajom and 68 60 h, 


repreſents hinifelf « to Abraham as re. 


he could find even © but Tex Fightebus® in — 5 5 


— 9 *<xnee., 
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„ — Of us Pecs Ge d God, 


of Canaan were to be ailpete d Before che Chil 
| dren, of Iſrael, in Orget to bring thetn"into the pro. 
miſedd Land, which he had ſworn to their | Fore- 

” fathers, one great Reaſon why they | entered not in 
toon, was, not. only becauſe the Jews were not 
vorthy to be ſo bleſſed, but becauſe the Canaanites 
add not yet made it neceſſary: for-theraſelyes'to be 
„% . cm lg ited w ¼ww . 
ug - +46, The Iniquity of the Amariten ( the; Scrip- 
ure, ) was not yet full,” and:coofequentlyuthe Pa- 
| | tience of God wa not yet Wolly enhauſted. TT 
Hlie, * who even out of the Stones, (if. need 
way vere,) u could have raiſed up Children to Abraham,“ 
Ly Could much more, If he had ſo ate, have pro- 
. vided A Country fot the Childreo of Ifracl to dyell 
| x in, without diſpoſſcfiing for ther them any other People! 
6 | but herein was diſplayed the Wm. of the great 
| ernor of all things, [viz] T when. the Ful 
1 | neſs of the Iniquiry of the Amorites” made. it nc 
| ceſary for them to be diſpolleſſed|; then, and no 


Al then, did he bring the Uſrueſires to. the Borde 

1 \ | of the promiſed Land. yr + 2643 0 > 
49 2 | +, At the ſame time did the ivige Patience. bes 
| © with the Provocations of the 2 forty years ig 


1 | dhe Wilderneſs.” a7 
Mae Time, „due th ire Trax) $0 th 
| N | | | | 3 ; 14 & Ar * rovo 


dt 


the Deſaxt but he e fo. mercitul, that he fors 
gave their Miſdeeds, & deſtroyed them not: ea, 


pf rity u Time fartie# he tis Wrath: way, and would 
We waer his whole Diſpleaſure ro-ariſe:" «He 
\ WH aw their Adverſity, he beard/their Complaint, = ik 


thought pon his Covenant, and pivicd them - 


Ia the following Ages, that ſevtre and, (as "he 
had then tesſon to appreherid,} unalterable SthL 
tence againſt Nineveh : «Yet forty days, & Ninevelk 
ſhall be uo w6re;"" was,_oti tHe" cntfry N tended 
inthe wiſe Counſels of Providence to be a'ſtirding 
Example of God's Pitience*towatth Sinners. 
For the Ninevites, in thüt Time of ' Reſpite; 
turtied from their evil” Ways and the Lord alfo 
tepented him of the Evil, which nde he would 
r e o 


Lach, To the Caſe of Jeryfalern „(that petpe· 
wal Type of the whole Church,) how affeQionate- 
y, and with what moving Eloquence , doth o 
Saviour expreſs the Patience ahd Lon g-Suffering 
.»» Wo God! —*O Jeruſalem, thou Wars Kilkeft 
ce ber Prophers, and fibneſt them that"ate*ſent'unto'thee; 

WY bow often would 1 have gathetec ty Children to- 
gether; (even as x Hen gathereth her Chicken under 
kr Wings, and yoweuldlgory? en 57 (lin oth chez 
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Works?. for the Lord will ſurely revenge hy Pride! 


"ring; — in * let thee 80. e 


n 
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us of the Patience de. 6f'God. 
-: Theks are ſufficient Laftanchs' zd Provis of cho 


* 
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'" Thirdly, 1 Lam to obviare ſome of the wrong Con- ( 
Anne which Wicked-Men Wn but too: apt o ll © 
go, ſrom hence. As, N 19 2 + it; 1 d 


1 z & 


- Firſt, Men, (whoſe latereſt it dara ſhoull | 
for- ever forgive,) are apt to conclude from hence, £ 
that he will be evan. gracious, tho? they a e 
him. But, J Mr 
65 dere en. Means, 15 fairly 8 © ge 

We are to conſider, (as we have before obſerved,) on 
| Wee this Affection in God is got like thoſe other, BY ſel 
Attributes of his Juſtice, and Holineſa, and Truth, WI tic 


Which are eſſentially inſeparable from his: Nature, Ev 


but is what is always regulated by his infinite Wiſ- ſor 
dom. — As there is a Day of Grace and Mercy, fo hig 
will there be a Day of Wrath. — As there i is a Time 
of Patience, ſo will there be a Time when Patience 
vill be no more, & «the Lord will no longer bear, 
becauſe of the Iniquity of Men' 's Doings,” | 
© «Say, not, then , Who ſhall concroul me for my 


Sey bot, 1 have ſinned, and what Harm hath 
happened unte me t For, the Lord is Loag-Suffe- 
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Re Nature of Patience and Long-Sufering 
t they will not always left. - For; 

To 885 thut God if patient, or Ho to Anger; is; 
(in Effect, No ſiy That he reſerveth Wrath ſor his 
Enemies; though it he st. in coming. Atcor- 
dingly, we oſten find: him puniſhing wir nour Meg. 


4.1, ObjeRipns,anſ 


edneſt. I: 8 9 N * 3287 HE: 


This at once dic their ConcluGions, 9 
from hence infer that there is n God, not, P tovi- 
hence ; and, alſo thaſe more erdioary and common 
ones among bad Men, whereby they cheat them: 
ſelves into everluſting Perdition ; who, from. the Pa- 
tience of God, think, © becauſe Sentence againſt an 
Evil-Work. is not ſpeedily; executed,” that, therg+ 
fore Sin is not ſo great an Evil; that God is not ſa 
highly offended and provoked by it; or, that he is 
not ſo ſevere in his own Nature, as he is repreſen. 
ted to be; and that, therefore , Puniſhment is not 
fo certain, or however is at 3 a Diſtance, and bare be 
prevented i in Time to come. 2 TEE: 


x 


| Theſe Conchiſions-ave Mobvined 8 
a that God hath no herr promiſed that 
he will et patiently abide for ever, and that it ig 
the Nature and Reaſon: of the thing itſelf, 
ind the. Experience we have .alrcady.:tad;of God's 
Dealings with us. Serm, XLII. Though 


8 


cy thoſe * who offend Ow MaLiciovs Wicks 


299 of the Patience kee. of. Gos. 
10 eee ber ond it une wtf 
Though; God in patient, and long:-tubfyrings ene 
o a proverb of mercy z yet, he will by 90 Means, 
acquit the wiekec “ — and, no oe knaws when 
the Meaſure of his Iniquity is full, - when God 
Dan no longer mem Rim, nor ia 
a ee $137 YO DI $1951 75 


There is but one 8 to which this Ati 
bute of God ig, in any way; liableee. 


© His-Patience, (ſay they, ) is inconfiſtent with his 
_ Goodneſs ; for, would it not be a greater Mercy to 

cur Sinners off, upon the riner Tranſgreffion, and 
' fo tiop their Increaſe in Wickedneſs, thereby bin- 
dering them from being more and more miſerable, 


| by increaſing their Guilt ; and fo « treaſuring-up 
to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath ” 


Were the Impieties of enormous Tranſgrefſors 
Gogly ſcourged'& reproved by immediate Severity , 
| jt would bring them ſpeedily to a Senſe of their 
Folly , and humble , & ſtrike them with an Ave of 
the Divine Being , whom they find, with a watch- 
fol Eye, beholding the Actions & Paſſions of Men, 
and feel to be no dilitary, but ſperuy Avenger of l- 
tiquity: — Whereas, a remiſs and low-paced Juſ- 
tice, that falls upon the Wicked, as it wete, by Ac+ 
eident, by Reaſon of it's Uncertainty and ill-timed 
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wer $9 Feſemble Chance thap Providence. (a) But, 


Hos bold and dariag an- Arrogance is it in us, 
chat art but mortal Men, to dive 400-far-into the 


in incomprehenſible Miſteries of the Divinity - It is 
* more ridiculous, as well as inſolent, than if 
MER wholly 1 void of Knowledge , ſhould take upon them 


to judge of the Methods and.Reaſons of ſkilful. Ar- 


h big their own. How deſpicable ſhould we account the 
ey io Man, who underſtands Nothing of the Science, yer 
and Bl would be giying Reaſons for a Phiſician's Procee- 
bin- ding with his Patient ; and why he rather gave Le- 
rable I bitives, than harſher Portions? So likewiſe , it is 
og - up veicher eafy nor ſafe, to ſpeak otherwiſe of the Su- 
th“ preme Being, than only this; that he alone it is, who 
refſors {knows the moſt convenient Time to apply proper 
erity , Wl Corroſives for the Cure af Sin and Impicty; and; 
\ their Wu Medicines , to adminiſter Puniſhments to every 


Ave of Traoſgredlor z yet nat coofined to an equal Quality 

watch- d Meaſure, common to al Diltempers, nor to one 
Mea, b . : and : 
er of l- (A ; 
(i . 
ed Ju r Providence, than the weak Chriſtians , wiſely painted Divine 
by Ace Yi ngrance Plambeis Pedibay, ot reit Manibac, intimating, that hose 
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Dede for 9. de. ALL, 


baden iſorderly. Motion, (ſay cher, ſeems ra- 


tiſts by light Opinions, and. probable Cogjectures of | 
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TR BRA Vengeance of the Gd crept after Offenders z yet, 
e nee them is their eee, «oa e 
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892 a. 
and the famd I — ; Hs beihg t che great. Nutber 
and Diſtributer of Juſtice, is alöne proper t6 de- 


_ termine, at what Times: and in What Manner, and 


1 MRG 5 47; 2h qe hen; Offch- 
L of 0 30 „ loot GPS i 


A to an plots Deb n 6 here pre · 


Tarts 4 


| pot to,) that we may not add to our Sia, nor 
conſequently, to our future Miſery, The Ob los 
will perfectly vaniſh, if we do but barely conſider 
that the Sinner himſelf would not williagly | be thug 
deak-with. 5 


Would we, , "that God mold take the er Ad- 


La 8. 


vantage upon, us, miſerably 1 to deſtroy us, and not 
further try us, in 9 to eee Amend: 


Erne Beſides, 5 
God's eber to us pay not a 1000 For- 
| for enen Serre vg 12500 « fin 


** 208-24 | 3344444 „ 7 28 no 


a) e whatever Soul he inflifts for Sin, 
obſerves the Motions & Inclinations of it. whether they be ſuch as 
to Repentance ; and allows Time for the Reformation of thoſe, whois 
Wickedneſs is neither invincible nor incorrigible ; well-knowing what 
Proportion of Virtus, Souls trom himſelf, eee ee 00 Gaperanes » 
earry along with them, & how ſtrong their innate and primitive G 
yet continues «. for Wickedneſy/buds- forth preternagurally: upon the 
"Gareupton of Fril-Commugication.z: bug then, ſomp Souls recoverin 
ain, to perſec Cure, or an indifferent Hahitude . it ede 

the Deity docs not inſlid bis Fonihments alike ppypall _. 


8 ObjeRiqns anſered. 10 2932 


do oe, leſt ona, thiatz come pen. el 
bend I he chief. Reaſon pf God's delaying, Pupich:, 
weotaig cc bring Nen 30. Repentanpfr (5) and 10 
naoicateihia Juſtico and Goodgeſs in. their Deſtrycy | 
non ig (aſter; all bs Forbearagce,): they continue, 
faully:a impenitent s He endurzch wich much; 
boag-Suffaring the! Veſſels o Mach fitted ar; 


dre. 

bot Deſtruction. 36 hone dF 133 3TH 21241 03 buds 20 
ton Fitted for DeftryCGion” by their own Wie- 
der kedneſs, & 7 making. that Defiru&ion heceifaiily %. 


gitable, by their deſpiſing the | Paiente and Lak | 
Suffcring of Bod. * N N 3 fore Tr 70 43712 
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, The incomprebenlible Majefly,of God ftandy in 
Need of non of our, Services, ;nor. receives. 


oY, 
Advantage from our Amendment or Righ eon rouſne s 
rhate ver i It is wholly, therefore, for our, Sakes the 
He is thus patient towards hy een 1 ; 


" (AY Walt thi hreglig AH of haltenden Force than 
we eee eee of Orniclonae to.the Culity; is acencie 
ing Argument oſ a Divige Nrorigence. a tac Condemnation of them 
kr acting againſt their Duty«.. Aae Mice of of the imapious diſ- 
| ſed with Fears and Sorrows, and upbraidi og. Remembrances, with 
hipicions of Futurity , and Diltrulfs of preſecit Arcididtits "WF which = 
A NY er Evidences of the Di- 
pe Lajerpglizian with the Finoer fo check: ith in Wala e 


einn sen arg 2 480 03 
1 % Tos Mireles of Get art derive tn ws, nor ae 
ſhout 2 Adio, 'of Omaiperence-are all of bn 
Dab. „b dagger 
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in is that, 1 The s appo! ted for : 7; 
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_ 'whem foriher Te of Repentacice to Amendment, 


be eper tee Refinements and ertfal Gloſſes, by whigh we g mays, Wh 


of che unc e. e, 


N Patieher ef Uod ion. 
om em ur Liberty 
705 8 2 Conũdet our: 
be wiſe p Ne my nov UAH tua 
Hiding * nd Reer (45 Big: Gboduels u 
Mredy deligned-to lend bhirs Ropotinageyiangi hy 
hiPÞaticice, ſave'Sinnere-Whichiſergafceralt, me 
be abuſed to their greater ee ee xl 


"_ {ores and Neceſſity, are require: 


fs" 6s Ohe eee“ Ge, 
Kit oak roar it this World undd givel 


Bak is Eonvincing of many 380d Uualiticsia him, 


well as Benefits to us.. 4: 5. 


„e him, he Büanifeſtating of the. adorable Ajtr- 


SUünecnnn, in e M224 ao) e ate n se hüte 


nn i 1 Thoughts nity be well erpren ! ar. 4 MF 

Ops 298 1 Wick bat ulnys 1 Bi F 

2 qd T 12 . oy? 
we wank yagi te od rn egg 85 
sentiments of genuine, u untainted Nature,) 9 * 

Se Tete la be nun 36 rere Hol 
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much Ado , reconcile thoſe. Praftices te ut Conſhjaggies, $9,9hic 
was, at firſt View, iroagly abborreats 22; „ 


Aloſcrences. 28 


bene W us, and coaſummate Wiſdom, ang 
Goed-Will ronardays +. 90 Hin nt aw 

Ia. us, (if we are not wanting to aurſelvea,) / Re- 
pentance and Amendment, which will he iprodud- 
tive 5 . . 
hereafter 4 _. $4 03 8-21 «$30 

In this World, att ah Pens, a 
J in che Holy Ghoſt :” In che Werld to chmee. 
+ Happineſs conſummate, and Life evernal;* 2 


mY * rences 


Wbt now remains, is to 1 4 what. laſe 


and Im vemen be e — 19 
. 


Fit, —— de Ade r a 
* Patience” of God, we undetftani!"that this Aﬀec. 
him, Wil tion in God, at leaſt, as to the Exerciſe of it, (in 
which alone we are concerned,) it is nor like thoſe 
*her Attributes of his Juſtice, and Holineſs, and 
Truth Which we are called-opon to imitate; | 

For theſe, (both as to the 15 wand Prineiple, and 
oyTWARD continual Exerciſe of them, ) are ſo eſſen- 
tial to the Divine Nature, that it is impoſſible that 
God ſhould ever ceaſe to be a God of Juſtice and 
Holineſs, and Truth ; but his Patience is not always 
effential to him: For, as there is a Day of Grace 
ud Mercy, fo vill there be a Day « of Wrach ; - an. 

| Kirn ; « there 
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sol the Patience ste. of God, 
| here is'a Time of Patience, fo will there be's Time 
when Patience will be no more, uh che Lott 
in no longer ſorbear ; Vebvuſt" ofthe Inituity of 
Men's Doings” z for eee bas ag 

bult is ne Part of Goodnefsito fee-irfelf perpetual 
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y abuſed and deſpiſed ; it is not Patience, + 
4 Hauler. to endure to be always affrontei.. . 
We cannot, therefore';. reaſbnably! ſuppoſe chit 

"God ſhould: ſuffer his holy and juſt Law 20; be! for. Wi 4 

2 vi ated, without ſome Sign of Reſentment. d 

"| d will, "thereto, alway | fo. exerciſe His | Pati- ſ 
y Us and” 2 L Solfeting, 25 2 is is AGKEBABLE mW © 
| | Holineſs and Jultice,. 8 if 
ij „ Though, therefores;he may, ſora while, Jexercic 5 
1 Patience towards us, and ** endure with\much Long V 
Wl Suffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted ſor Deſtrue- - 
ff non ; yet there will a Time, come, when his gh al 
„ cdetous Judgment will take- places and he will « heu- 
ll} forth all his Wrath upon them.“ (a) bs 
1 What Conſideration, then, can more . ersol thi 
3 Engage us to Repentance, and to anſwer the De Io 
1 : Bgns of God's Patience & Loag-Sufferſng toward ; « 


Vs, than this, that his” Patithee will ot always cn 


babe” and that how ſoon it vl have ave "an End, 0 


- 14 1 97 63 
Sins only vill determine. 0 
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232 ie Dig vi Goll'a,Patience.is to 
lead Men r — 
n fus:rfon this r Rade $-agtowilliag bac 
in ould: pri doo hat: d. E hould con tp 
A Acne 041321 ” 07 »y dog ling 
dedb sten will deſpiſe his Batiepce ad g (ill 
.nothe:Erp@ardneſs of dheif' Llrans αννi ng S % 
jriquighs if aeithermch Mercies, bor ſevete Jodgr 


meineg o fiſe them from-their, Death 56) Tubſpeb- 
ſeslaand ginn +> I6nonher: the iaeſt mahle Bleſk 


fngs which he hath promiſed teu lis Hesienmt inafh 
| ole theme doybis dreadful: h Aff hem 
6-20 {ragd their C oni in da ce ain in ſuꝰ Mourſ ia i age 
cerciſc I i th Gad bo A wiccbociiitinhigothreategtetl] 
Long Vengeance? For, $ vileuniing) ais 


Mhaet an HevdadeG-thamendemn aloe Whom 
al his Meni gut ſive and make them miley 
mhle: j gbſthnkcly:zoln@:0o he for-ever.bappy. 
Dau agi hep aſſdrei uuthat this will be 
the ſad Fate of all who deſpiſe! the:Patiedter nnd 
Lang- Suſſerisg M- ö biuor boi} oi jg Y 
They areafugeevp (faith hog) debe lebe Wrath, 


ft ghe Dey e Wach, n Revdatied of the 
Jghtehus. Judgment of God. w_ NIA 


e ee adele a Er 


wos 


* —— of God. 


geance updt une add ne- ue forwind vs pto- 
1 God:ro Ftalouſpaguiatius N ese 
. Doth he ſo:gratioddy! invite the greateſt Sianet 
prevail upon us to retutn ande F? n be ſo 
— Ulipinpcedro” report of an Rv, whirk he bad 
thought to do unt u and whith:our Sina de too. 
Iobdfy call - ſor ? andi norte be moved by 
is his Goodneſi, to repent of the Abomipations, 
by dhichiwe have thus provoked him th deal; in 
Jun ment ieee 
och dhe Lord viwaltihartienagode Niles u 
0dr. Dothobe nil bimfelfahac he miy have 
iMercy upoa bs?) Doch de AA fhall bei wait in 
vain continually? 7 an ness 
mn HAflow. long; ye:Simple-Onegpwill ye love Sim- 
pbieity ? How long will yedetpiſe the Patience, 
Lang- Suffering, & Forbearange-of Goch ad 
dg that he hereby in. li SoαHeſis defigazts lead 
tO Repeutance? one e % 256% wo) 
Patience in God, ſhould pioduce Repemtunee * 
und We dd look upod it as 
we by God co repent and be'Taved,(abd Apen i 
_ accordingly, — Were ie-notrhar God Had this De- 
ö N with the other, of vigdiegting bis 
u e e 


r 


. ss 3 2» 6... - 


Haßarenss. 2 | 
a i ng ne cumber the 
wy 1 2 - 1s - | 
A Becauſe Sentence againſt an exil Work, they, | 
—— —— that rour Hearts hould 
de fully ſet in ps. d Evil,” is che worſt Concly- i 
ſon me can draw: from God's Patience towards ss? | 
-» Then galy do me uſi it aright » {ben we improve 
it n Repentance and Amendment, the Fod for 4 
which He is thus Jenient cowards un. We fee by {1 1/11" 
his Patience, that he is dot ready to take Advan- 1] 
gage againſt vs 3 - That be ſpares ws when we de- FAN 
os H—_ n be will C- 175 
give us, if we c hEnt. 
Then Nataral-Light would. ceafon., — and chop 
realpns the Heathen King of Niveveh: „ Wha, 1060 
(ſays he,) can tell if God will turn and repent?” 10 
gut, we are fully aſſured gf this by the gracious '\\. 
Declarations of the Goſpel , in which Forgiveneſs | e 
ez igctabliſhed, in and through the Merits ang if 4 
Weener Wee 
for rhe Sing of the Warld, | 


Let 41, then, break-of our Sins, a0d repene and 


© EE od ns 


miſerable; ſince it is wholly for dor . he's 


len under the Curſe ant 'Condemnation' of the 


0 Ot the Patience ke. of God. 


2" God every where expteſſerh a ſtrong Bellre, and 
earneſt | Expectation « that we ſhould © rurn'and be 
ſaved . He, who is i patient a8 to che Puniſhment 
of our Sins, is almoſt impatierit df bur Repentande 
For them: — © Wilt thou not be made clean? 
When ſhall it once be? And bn we ſtand: out 
againſt his ſo earneſt Defire of our Happineſs; whom 


wie have ſo often and ſo long'provoked to' make us 


re urgent for our Repentance. ene 

I a condemned Malefactor, Cs . 
Frecurion ſhould hear ſuch a Meſſage, s 10 Repent 
and Live ,” - With what Extaties'of Joy would he 
receive it! — Whar'Folly, then, muſt poſſeſs vs 


Law of God, we are not troved with the mott' eta! 
Eious Exhortations' to Repentince ," enforced Gi 
the Promiſe of Pardon and terial Life? Or, 

if e ſhould propoſe « Way by Which Men of 
$3xx-nupr Fortunes might recover all they have 
Joſt ; - or by which the prseaveD and srex might te- 


cover. perfeft Health, What. numerous! What 4. 
tentive Auditors ſhould we have! God 
1 But God, after Prophets and de fogda pig , 
tor and Teachets, propoſing an caſy and certain be,, 
Remedy fox Miſerics, greater than Poverty, Diſeaſe 


oo 19 48 O'S 
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| a to Rerntance, F oo 
Ny they. may he ſrex from the Slavery of Sin, fro 
the Curſe of the Law, and from the Torments 
Hell and yet, we are deaf 29 theſe Charms , & are 


in no way moved by theſe Propoſals of Mercy. But, 


To make this Conſideration the more elfceQual, 
er me intreat you to confider ferioufly, en 


300 the Abuſe of his Patience. 

All long Attendance, even. of meinten ; upon 
choir, Superiory-, hath in it ſomething that is gries 
vous; how much more, then, muſt it be to the great 
God, after he hath laid-oug upon us all the Riches 
of his Goodneſs and Long. Suffering, to haye them 
abuſed and deſpiſed, God takes an Account of all 


x ws: — *Behold theſe Tun Years I come, ſecking 
len of Fruit on this 'Fig-Tree!, and find! none; cut it 
con, Why cumberech, it the Ground ?” But, 


Secondly, Let us confider, that the Patience of 
God, (as we have feen,) will have an End. Thosgh 
God ſuffers Lon, yet he will not bear with us for- 
tver; we may provoke him ſo long, t ill he can for» 
dear os no longer, without. Injury and Diſhonour to 
dis Wikio and Juſtioe and Heliseſe, contrary tq 
Serm. XILI. which 


Firſt, That nothing is more projoking 0 Go | 


the Days of bis Patience and Fothearance towards 


— — — — — — —— — — — 2 * 7 1 > Renne r 
* 22 me * . 
> 949 — — — — ne es, õ( m 2 2 / / / / ( rr — 
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\q 24; which be will oh indeed. contrary to which he can 
; by no means do ; for ak. his Artributes are co. 
| exiſtent together, | 
| His Wiſdom, therefore, will determine the 1 

riod of his Patience. \ 

When Patience is to no Purpoſe, BON ni is 
no Hope of our Amendment, in Wiſdom it will 
fail. “ For, God can ſhew his great Strength at 
"BY all Times, when he will ; and who may withſtand 
nt | the Power of his Arm? For, the whole World be- 
no fore him is as a little Grain of the Balance, yea, az 
a Drop of the Morning-Dew that falleth dowa up- 
on the Earth. But he hath Mercy upon: aur ; for 
he can de all things, and winketh at the Sins of WW ful 

Men, becauſe: they ſhould amend.” For he loveth 

f all things that are, and abhorreth nothing that he il * 

| hath made : for never would he have made any thing 
|; If he had hated it. But thou ſpareſt all; for they 


are thine, O Lord thou Lover of Souls.“ a 
There are thoſe, (and who, indeed, have thought * 


themſelves. no ſmall Divines,) who have ſtudiec 
curious Exadtneſa in the Caſe before us, and hou 

* far a Sinner may proceed with Safety in the Erro 
bo of his Ways, without Danger of Failure from the 
i | 7 of God: — But, I can by no means approve 


* _ Preciſion . nn how” thin the 
| Partitior 


S wa vs” 


* „ . 2 nm 
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inferences. 30g - 


Partizion is between. Virtue & Vice, 2nd how eaſy, 
indeed, how almoſt icapercepcible the Tranſition ia 
from the One to the Other, (a) and bow ignorant 
the Heart of Mas is of it's awo Devices, how. caſy 
to be deccived, & impetuous beyond all Command, 
when once engaged in any pleaſing Purſuit 3 that, 
inſtead of going to the vTM0$T, and zx Aer Bounds 
and Limits of things LAwrur, to be rather upon 


and the Reſerve, is, and would be, the greater Wiſdom. 
de- Not knowing, then, # how oft we offend,” not 
, 4s Wi knowing the Nature and Number of our Offences 3 
vp- Wl doch it become us to amepd our Ways, leſt 
; for Wi ide Meaſure of our Iniquity ſhould be well-nigh 
ns of dull, and Patience be no longer allowed us ! 

3 But further, Nothing will more haſten and ag 
thing erte our Ruin than the Abuſe of God's Fa- 


dience. | 8 | a 
er A the Time of his Farbearance, is Wrath is 
coming towards us. | 8 611 

The 'Wicked-Servant, who ſaid that & his Lord 
delayed his coming, and thereby encouraged him- 
ſelf in Wiekedneſa, was juſtly ſurpriſed in a Day 
vhen he looked not for him. Beſides, -/! 


| It 
1 fait . => "Exignd oft Confuctude inter Lucems 
Sem. XII. 


— K —— — — + 79 Ie, — — 


Tinobray, — NM fuavittr ſvirent fe, Ae mbilibus afferent. -— 


has ve —— 9922 — 


— 


> . in their Sins, & who are Deaf to the Voice of God's 
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On sst only aasT eds but 40% Avurts our Sin; Wl 
The LONGER Puniſhment is in coming, the HEAVIER 'T 


It vil fall at laſt. — Thoſe things which are Lone ll > - 


yn Preparation are generally TERRIBLE in Execution; ve 
"and the Weight of God's Wrath will amply make. "ha 
amends for the Slowneſs of rt. 5 
The Patience of God inerealeth his Judgemeny 0 


by an incredible Kind of Proportion. (40 coi 


- «If you will ſtill walk contrary to me, (ith exe 
God, ) I will yet puniſh you SEVEN. Times mon, 0 H. 

ccording to your Sins. ket 263.1 Tr 
"7 At FIRST, God" $ Juſtice only üdculelb⸗ ebnen W. 
but, after 4 Lows Time of Pirience, even) his Mer. . Fo 


cy comes-in againſt us, and inſtead” of * b dhe 


| band, adds Weight to his Fury, d 2 „ 1 


Let all thoſe; therefore, edges his- be go- on 


Patierice, Which continually balls chem to coco 
tance. AY 29985 W932 © 
%% God is not ſlaclc, as ſome Men count Slack- 
neſs, but is long-{uffering towards us, not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould: come to 
nee n wi 304 eee 
» ls 
. Grade tad. F indian. doing preg Ire, ſel 
to Fury. — Furor fit laſa ſepits. Patientia, See Note (A) page 39 


% * . 
laſerences. 8 2395 


1 Js God patient towards us, that me may have 
-Tyne-to-zepent and amend. ? Then, Mig , ew 7 

How great is their Unreaſonableneſa, and par- 
verſe Diſpoſition, who take Occaſion by: this 0 


n edc. themſol ves in Sin. 


* | What | Folly is is it, | becauſe Pupiſhimen t doth nor 
come, nor nor Sentence againſt an evil Wo. ſpeedily 


executed, to haſten ir? And, becauſe there is yet 
Hope concerning us, to make our Damnation fore? 


Truly well might the er aſk, © Have all the 


Workers of Iniqui no Know ae Pm 'But, their 
Folly and 2 


their Perverſeneſs and Difing envity i is fill greater. 


vor?! 


' To fin, becauſe God i is patient : and Jong-fuffering. 
is to be Ev1t. becauſe he i is Good ;z ang to provoke 
him becauſe he ſpares us; — It is to rive with 
God, and to contend with his Goodneſs, as if we - 
were reſolved to try the VEMOST of his Patience; 
and becauſe God is loth 10 puniſh, therefore, 7 
urge and importune him to it, A bal of our on 
Deſtruction.— But further, 18 


h God patient towards u OPER Ag > BER 
manifold Provecations againſt him? Then let the 


Confideration of this ſtir us up ton IE Ac- 
knowledgment of it 1s: 26014 & 20 SE 2. ions 


aableneſs is is not fo great Hut 


Serm. X LI. | We. 
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85 Wi by every doe of us take to ourſelves theſe 
Words, and ſay, It is of the Lord's Mercy that 
ve are not n RE 1 1 8 
Kail not.“ 2/2643 2 
— — he Gogitin tidy is Mevcy » that be . 
u upon REPEATED, Provocations, i is Patience un- 
elk bie The Mercies of God's f Patience" are no 
more t to be numbered chat our Sins 3 ; for, 1 01 How 
dete, the Sum of them F 
The Goodneſs of G⁰⁴ In «& ſparing us ben e we 
ute Puniſhment,” 1s, ome Rees, 5 greater 
than bis Goodneſs i in creating us ; ; becauſe he had 
50 Pravocation, not. t to. make. us, but we provoke 
„Nie gaily to deſtroy us. Bur, * e 


2 Laſtly, Is God patient and long-fuffering towards to 

uus? Doth he defer to execute Judgment againſt WY. 
4 Singers , that they may repent and amend ? Then, 

the Conſideration of this teach us, (by bis tin 

W to exerciſe Kindneſs and Mercy, Pati-! 

ence and Long-Siiffering, to our offending ers iN 

"At wk not to be ſevere towards him. 7 7 

God is patient towards ' us, tllat he may yet bee. 

z reconciled unto us; we ſhould, therefore, notonly wy 


render unto him all jt Thanks by living to his... 
Olorp in the Practice of all Godlineſs , (to which: 
— Arb d. 

BE * can be a ſtronger W but alſo rt ity 
97 1X" rol 


* « 
* 


„0 


w gut Brocher biz Pages &.Forhearance which 
he hath ſo Kindly, ſp long. ee to us, — If he 
pe plowed. un exciſe ſuch Patience nd Long: 


ſhould. vſe the greateſt Lenity to our 9 ending ra 
ther alſo ? - And that we, who profeſs e ö 

Sons of God, ſhould imitate the Mercies | 
Heavenly - Father, and ſo demoaſtrate that | we. ate 


the, Children of that God, wh is 50 even 
vothgokful and, unholy ? (a) _ 220 pak * 


Ho many miſt have periſhed everlaſtiriply, who 
ure now lodged in the Regions of eternal Bliſs; had 
not God © waited to | be gracious td them? Would 
it hot; therefore be dur Wem (in Conſorm ty 
ywards way dla OY 7 who a & en td 


At Wa EO 


d + 7.117 x þ 
paint #7 make 


lty that is in him, to be excited to the/utmoſt Study ot Vicus. 


: Thereſare, He, with Focbearagce, & at Leiſyre, inflifts his Puniſh- 
ments upon wp ms z not that R afraid "f committing an Er- 


for, or of Repbnting , ould he accelerate his Indignarion z but * 
1 enger Deſre of Revenge that reigns.io the by- 
pan reaſt ; and to teach we are not, ip the Heat of Fury, 
when our Anger ſwells 2 $4 fo t oils Wel cl have 


Pit: that " —_ in Imitation ot bis Mildneſs and Forbestancg, 
e u (rill.a 15 ſufficient Time for Con- 
* on 1 2 may admit of ter,) Ride. Vay to the Defire 
if Chaſtiſement and Correction, Serm. XLI. 


R ²˙¹ ˙— a a ooo OY 


Sufferigg,towardy vs, is it 1 reaſonable that we 


e 1. no — Benefit that t Men can 2 "ak Wd, 4 
hin by the Imitation and Purſuſt of thoſe Pet foctiont, un 4 that tant. 1 


bone us any Injury 4 like ſuch as ſeek to Sritify' alen Appetite i 4 


08 Of the Patience &c. of God. 


make even our very Enemies to be at Peace with 
us ?” indeed, ſo exalted i is the Man who performs 
this Duty aright, who reſembles the divine Patience 
and. Forbearance, that he even becomes as a God 
on Earth to his offending Brother, and hath the 
725 to forgive him, 5 the Glory wo Paſh-overa 
Traſgreſlion.” | 
God is immortal, and * the Beginning of the 
Wald to this Day hath exerciſed great Patience to- 
wards wicked Men, and hath been kind to them; 
and ſhall we, (who are of their Number,) ſhall ve 
be weary of exerciſing Patience gowards Offenders! 
and who, if we are not a thouſand Times more fors 
given Ourſelves On wang % God, muſt be mis 
—— e e om 1 
God ſets himſelf i in the midlt . the World fo 
our Imitation, and propoſes to us the Example of 
his Patience, to teach us not to e Injuries 
haſtily upon one another. | 
No Man can have injured us, as we have God; 
yet God forbears us; ought not we then to forbear 
one another ? who ourſelves are ſo prone: to offend, 
This is, indeed, God's Argument, by Way of 
Reprimand to that unmerciful and cruel Servant, 
vho, after the great Compaſſion of his Lord 10 him, 


vould bew no Mercy to his Fellow: Servant: — 
« Oughceltl 


330: 9-277 2 


— 
© w 2 


2 
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« Oughteſt not thou, (ſaich his great Lord,) to 
have had Compaſſibs.pppd thy Follge+Scrvaar, even 
as I bad Pity and on thee ? 

This Duty the good Spirit of God requires from 
us, boch u the beſt Iudteaxten ef ve Likeneſs ro 
Evidence 


our Heavealy-Father-,-and--ae-che-beſt 
por belong to che EleRt of Cod & vith, which 
« Put on, (as the Ele of God,) holy De 
Bowels of Mercy , Meckneſs, Kindneſs, Gentle - 


neſs , Long · Suffering E forbearing one another., 
u6d 1 71 Loo another, ren 2000, for Be 


prez Compation ke hath 
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e e ee, 7 
Jb. "xi. xi. 7. Canſt thou by ſearch thing, find.oul 
God? Cunt chov 93855 che Almighty" "unto Per- 
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' The Perle gion of God NN infigite, 0 yall 
rear and many, that we cannot comprehend them; 
Ther are: Mare in Number (than ug are able to 
c _ — higher than the Heangps nnd ne, ar 


declare them ?” 


The more we take upon us to ſearch into the Na- 
ture and. Rerfections of God, the more we are at 2 
Loſs to declare the Fullneſs of his Being, 


Of all Objects to which the human Mind can en- 
gage it's Attention, therefore, The Deity, his Being 
'& Attributes, juſtly claims the yigsr Place ; there 
is no other ſo excellent, none ſo important to the 
higheſt Purpoſes of our Exiſtence & our Happineſs. 
> It is not poſſible for a Man to confider inanimate 
Nature and Life, the Bruzal, and Rational-Povcrs 
or 
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or Virtue and Viee, with a perfect Indifference, gr 
vithout preferring One. before the Other in his Eſ- 
teem and the Idea of a Difference in the Degrees of 
their Perfection as necefarily ariſes in our Minds, 
as that of Difference in their Beings, and our Eſteem 
riſes in Proportion to the Meaſure in which we con- 
ceive any Being to be indued with them. Now, 
Theſe are Characters of the Divine-Nature in 
the higheſt Perfection. God is not only intelligent, 
active, holy & good ; but he is m#1niTELY ſo; and 
he is the ontoinat Cauſe of all the Affections, 
whereby theſe Characters are formed in any Degree, 
or may be attained, in every other Being. 
However entertaining, therefore, Speculation 
may be to ſome Minds, every one muſt acknow- 
ledge that thoſe Things are the moſt worthy of our 
Inquiry, and our rational Powers are the moit pro- 
perly employed about them, which nearly affe& 
our own Intereſts ; and we cannot be ignorant of, 
or inattentive to them, without great Diſadvantage 


- 


> ocS a=: 7 
B g 2-1-8 


en- 

. ind Danger to our higheſt Enjoyment, But, 
ere If the Doctrine concerning God and his Perfec- 
the WI tions be true; - If there be ſuch a Being, 

nels. nipotent, - perfectly wiſe, - our Maker, Preſervet, 
mate Wi and ſupreme Lord, - If we have to do with him 10 


many Ways, and there atiſes tuch a TERTE Obli- 
Serm. XIII. gations 


this of che Trvodprebaibens of Gd. 
+gations to him, ronning throche-whole:Compak of * 


our Beiog and it's; Affairs, in Order 'to- attain it's 
:#ruc:Ends and our greateſi Happintſs,' nothing can 
be more manifeſt, than that this clainis our Regard 
preferably to all other Subjects which we Tan tur 
our Thoughts to; and for theſe Reaſons iti is molt 
juſtly: recommended to our moſt ſerious 85 * 
ionate Meditation. Bult. 
There is an Objection, or. a Prejudice againſt he 
Truth of this; firſt and fundamental” Principle of 
Kecligion, (at ;leaſt againſt our allowing it -THar 
Noom, which is pleaded- for in our careful Inquiry 
and Conſideration, ) taken from the Difficulty, in- 
greed, IecomeprenansBLaness of it. 
The Object, (it is alledged,) is too great for our 
Faculties ; - our Minds loſe themſelves in the Con- 


| (4 
templation, and, inſtead of having any full and cer - ¶ ting 
tain Knowledge or clear Ideas of it, are left, (aſter *. 


our utmoſt Reſearches, ) in an inadequate Under- 
ſtanding of them ; Human Reaſon is ſo unequal 
to the Comprehenſion of the Deity, or even for 
ming any right Judgement of him in his due Ful 
neſs & Perfection, that, would it not be Wiſdom te 
employ our intellectual Powers in Inquiries more 
Lever to our Capacity, rather than, embarraſs the 


in perplexing Loricacics, by aſpiring. to.the "oY 


＋ * q y 3 7 5 4 
4 * «6 * i * Kr 


lage ol auh ule Poder beyond our Reach, and 'fÞ 
gective gueſcives into = Conceit uf know- 
ing, whit genlly we d not know, (i. e have ne gif 
tin& Ideas of. The Conſequence of which may be 
diſtut®iniy Fears & Sctuples th gurlelves with other 
vihappy Effekts of Superttition and Weakaels ee! 
10 fer this Natter in a clear Light, and remove 
we Othection or Prejudice which has, been men- 
de Viohed againſt our believing or attending to the 
Foundations of Religion, is the Deſign,of tbe, pre- 


My Jet Diſcourſe, . Li ging 482 150- [15:19 n 
ui That God is comps EHENSIBLE, hath, been uni, 


rerfally acknowledged by thoſe who have attempted 
a Deſovipiioy bf him. - ThoghWekadw dbugh | 
| 2 $000 t 08 n 05-92 11G 


r our Als 111 8 

ca-. (A) When Mes bas gn un. Par- ue heut. 67 ap- 
cet Mis their Minds to the Study of any Principle, that it is incomp 
(after henſible ; The Meaniag may de, Thit they may have ſome 3 


to ſuſpect a Deſign to impoſe upon them ; perhaps , it is imagined 
tht the Religibrilts arcfully /repreſetic 4 Doe, bf their Belief as 
d{truſe and miſterious in their Nature, on Pn#poſe to malte them vd 
derable , which to inquiſitive & conſcious Minds is rather a Prejudice 
quiet , Ni ann 2 IKE 05248 1 
To de ſatisfied concerning this , the beft;Way is to look-into td 
liſeparable Characters of the Subjects themſelves . If they obviouſly 
pear too high for dur Uaderkundug, tere f tuen n Cauſe of Sul. 
pcion ; and, if Difficulty neceſſarily attends our Conceptions of ſuch 
bugs schiede; that id h ObjeRibwat all either apdinft their Reality = 
v Importange,, dot cο’iͤe iet onb io quirin into 54nd GA. 
keying what may be known concerning them. 3 

s Serm. XLII. 2 


et bim id adbre, etoll, praiſe; undd Admire bim 
.«< yet} one nat hath not been told vs,” for his Per- 


ann ſar enoced the Fame of him.? 
8 12 * 8 T o. 
In treating, therefore, on "ke Properties and Per- 
YeRions of God, I ſhall here only conſider that which 
reſules from the infinite Excellency of his Nauure 
and Being, compared with the Imperſe gen of our 
Vnderſtandings, [viz the Incomprebealiblepel of 
God.” For, 
4 Cunft thou by ſearching, find out God ? Cant 
thou find-out the er ory to PerfeQiog ? * (i.e) 


ran compre ey. "© 
Te make which. Troch appent 51 (hall have . 
curl: to the following Particulars, 


Firſt, T ſhall ew what we are to voi „ 
te Words before us; and then, 


ee, Cor hm 1) prone thi 


© Thirdly, That this is no 17 1 againſt our 
believing, and attending to it, ſo us to influence 
* Affectiona, and direct our "Sg 


.” Concluding with ſuch Inferences and. . 


Means 2 enn be drawn . the ſame; - . 


Ine "Firſt 
oe 9 


prion "wt 
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NEE .  Dodrine of, exp lained.. 1 2¹5 2 


„ edi Bring 6 immenſely great, that we 
. cannot comprehend. him; For, . Poſt thou know 
c ente end zhoroughly, within '& without, 
| WH 4+ Man, iy, known g bis Friend? — Ca oft 
pieres into the Cenger of his PerfeRtions , and a arrive 
at the utmoſt Extent of them ? — ««  Canſt thou find 
out the Almighty to PerfeQion 10 (i.e) to the ve 
Laſt and Utmoſt of bim? ſo as to be able truly 1 ; 
fans (after a Th οð,ũ Search and Enquiry,) 1 
is no Perfection in God beyond THIS ; - there is 52 
thing of bim wow that remgins unknown ;- Taos 
bon 1 ora W Fan he do , and 10 | 
MORE 
other We reach. 
do this * 
Theſe Tnterrogations 95 OD A it; 4 
thou canſt not; for , God it Ax 9 46 be is 
paſt finding · out. Therefore 


+ Ifwe: would form: 10 PI Notions of 
God, we muſt carry our Thoughts to the very 
Height of the Idea of it; indeed, if it were poſſible, 
nvond it; for, his Nature ſurpaſſrth our Concep- 
tions, and it is not given to 38 I Kin HERS, 
as he is.!“ Inderd, te ety 

If we think, that we can Aan und .appre- 
hend him, or any of his * we then make 


Serms AM... him, 


e Of the Incomprehenliblenets of God. 
| him, with them, rind: aq "parties! ind bring 
ther, down de our natrow User nina. 
But bete, The '6ppoſite Extreme is 45 etrefu 
5 'to be avoided ; for, though we ougght'to be ſenſible; 
ad, to acknowledge that God id 45 Intompriken. 
 Gible Object; yet ought we not to f. ppoſe that we 
nnot have any true or juſt, Conceptions "At all 
eicher of Him, or his Perfe&ions: fuch an Aﬀertion 
83 this differs nothing from Atheiſt.” It id og 
? ble we ſhould believe the Exjltence ny any thin g 
| of which we have no Idea. The E Fea 5 Ye 
1 de he have of 4 0 5 a 
| AA en, of our, own. Mind, 20 Nee i, fo om 
li Degree, a Reprotraririon of z nor hoe 
indeed, to the Perfection of his Nature rue 
po juſt, as far as it 8 * es bu 
e are made in his Image ;\angn} e Deere 
parrake of his Perfe&ions ; and , whatever is excel: 
lent in the Effect, mult be i ikea ass ſo · in the 
p "Original and Firſt-Cauſe..: T1163 Lem 2W 0 
Life, Underſtanding, Wiſdom . Goodgeſi, Ac- 
4 - tivity, and Power, are the ſame in Kind, in all. rati 
1 .onal: Beings, diſtering only io Degter ; otherwiſ 
4 they are Words without Meaning, andithere an a9 
wech Things as'Senſe.and Trucks: (aid! 


| 84: 111 9341 FL. ent? L $21: 9 Fus 10 en 
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Doætrie Ma; 357 
_ When we ar.commanded ty, be Follower of God 


x0, imitate him, if we do, not, ia fome Meaſur 
underſtapd'r 'the PerfeRions he i * imitable i in (and 
we have no Were of underſtandiog them but © i 
the langer · of Men , „) the ; Conſequence will be 
thar-God hath at once impoſed an de 

u unintelligible Command upon us. 810 


We may, chen, affirm of our Cheddor') (wirhont 
ff iy Danger of Error and De luſioh 9 that he is very 
„ie, very good, and very powerful ; that be ever 
Aae be w - That he is'the fols 
Autor of U vpd6 m all depend, and ſtom 
whom all receive the thing they now poſſeſs; or in 
foture hope for. Thus far our Knowledge of 
bim is clear; and ſufficient'for all the Purpoſes of 
Morality and religious Duty: But then, parc 
to comprehend! Who is ſuſſicient for theſe things ? 
-— Neither would they be of IR: pn 
what we already know. * (+). © 2 
When, therefore, ve ſpeak of God ee 


kenfible,, we are to be underſtood as ſpeaking in a 


AELATIVE Term; - as ſpeaking oſ an.infivice exalted 
Object, and a finite limited Faculty, - of God and a 


atated Uaderſtagding « 2d 22005 271 , e (A) 
0 thit eas ate before ws iw 
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' 


God are above u Understanding of any of bit 


Kanding only comprehends his own Ferſections; to 


vs Mortals. Finite Minds, indeed, tho they endea- 


or Breadth of them. (a) Indeed. 


is the more at Loſs to 


© Wwny could fullytlecribs God, they woul3 be cid) t6 Him , or 
# « : 


giv tas esa passiert Ga, 


2 oy 


plaioly. chi, [vis] that i no created "Underſtand 
can fully comprehend God, the. Creatae , who is in- 
yintrs : (i. e) can have a Perfect & an tract Know- 
ledge of him; « ſuch as is adequate to all his Ferie 
tions; Or thus, The Nature and Perfections of 


Creatures - it is 9nly his own infinite Knowledge 
chat can frame a juſt Idea of his Perfections: God 
alone knows himſelf, © dwelling j in that Fulloeſs of 
Light, which oo Man can approach ynto, whom na 
Man hath ſeen 5 nor can ſee — 5 lis own Under. 


Kis.Cravruers he is.incomprebenGble, _. | 
10 Adequate Ideas of Eternity and Infinity are abore 


your to contemplate, & reaſon to the utmoſt upon 
infinite Perfectiona, yet can they by no Means com · 
prehend either the Height, or Depth, the Length, 


There is nothing more obvious than God, for abe 
is-not far from every one of us, a$ *in Him ve 
u ee eee r 


There 


* 
i 0 % har n 4 12 3 A * 34 A H N 


(A) Simonides , the more be eee ee 
the Nature of his Being. 

No. $31 of the SpeRtator. =— 4 That which is far off, ad! ex« 
dig who can find ont: — Divinity extinot be defined, 


* nen. . 


— 


| . 93 | 
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proved fromthe Reaſon &-Nature cf things, 9 


„A i do Need of great Search to ſind · Out 
thas-there is 4 God, eg bath . his eternal Powes 
end Cod - Head are gleaely ſeta hy the things that 
ate nde. Hut, » bots 27 AE. N i a IT; Lc 
' The Manwen of his Being, hie Properties and 


; Nette ions, ennnot be fully comprehended. Non 
1 ©” This T an 60e endeaVou? td prove, " 2. * 
oe tan $00 1 « 5 36-2202 
„ „ From the nee and Nature of the 
& Things themſelvea. ane $53 10 6 
„d e ao obs hay" eg. 


dert the Conftirution 82 komen Mind, that it 
ben bot mede for 4 e of Thing)® 
ind 4 char 8 Under > W their” Varus 
but that all EN earl and' Modal 
of Perception Aa e i it! 100640 wete inteh= 
de tf he wife" Baggf of iel Etiftr, tg une 0- 
tht þahributr upper 10% Q CNOLINQI31 HE, I Tit HHN 


ak : Nn of 21 roſes, * £511] Aig3095 Was; 219 


Ou Senfsti un dd, ont et all let us intq the: Kn 
edge, of the Eſſence. of thoſe. mariaian, Qbjecty 
which.produce, chem: in us.;- indeed; not direct iy: & 


immediately, into the Knowledge, af-their Exittcncg 
Wu - Ang, tho. we. have, en inward.” bien 
own Perceptions & Volitions, our Percei- 


ving and felf- ning Powers, and « 
4 1 84 2.280 


n Serm. XIII. . conſci- 
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do Of che ——— of God; 


Woo K — 2 — oi . 


| PO Pre eee underſtand. The Father 
| of our Spitics and bf all Lights, cem whom every 
; cod sd perfe&/Gife'camerh,” bach. g oem üs fuck 


Knowledge as is ſufficient, and was'd@ligned' for di. 
reting our Fractire., and:For-Cammuniceting ſuch 
Enjoyment as he intended for. us : not for:our cov 


| prebending ruLLY the Nature of any thing wo 


does not ſeen requiſite to the Ends of our 
But, « Leaſt of all can we form an adequate Ne 


tion of the Supreme-Being himſelf; i=: 1128: 2.1. 


21 ve conſider his Excellenęjes and PerfeQions, 
7 ye. and Works, Do not Ra aſs, 
of all theſe fully declare tous our ter Inſufficiency 
to underſtand, x m? For, © God is great, and we 
know him not,” © Torehing the Almighty, we 
dae find him out: hit Grearneſs.is unſearchable.” 
„The Excellencies.and Þ rfe.iqns « of God are be- 
youd our Conceptions , for ©. che Heaven: of Hear 
vens cannot contain him,“ He is fo immenſe: And, 
20 to * his Generation, who can declare ir?” «From 
Generation to Generation Ele in God :- and further 
yet, even * throughout alt "Getietariohs 5 atom 
Everlaſting to Everluſting :“ his 'Preſente und Du- 
tation are unbounded, ; *his Knowledge iy xo 


is 212 BY Creatures 780 in Aa parzake of of t. 
ol Oh yet they 1 


oak AI 1c 


pfoved from-the Reaſom & Nature of things Zn 


not o whar 'they are in the Deity for, He poſſeſ- 
ſes chem in ſo ĩinconceivable a Manner, that they are 


uiributed to him in a dοοανν, Degree. CVE I 
«; © There is none Good but God.” Who is the 


bleſſed and onLY Potentate Who ohr hath 
Immortality. The drr ren Rag Foe 
oxy art holy.“ &c. Fil rod Ns 


When, therefore , we confidet any of the Divine 
Perfe&ions, let us not conceive of them CONTRARY 
to what they are in the Creature, nor by any Means 
ruuir them according to it; but acknowledge that 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, (as wholly poſ- 
ſeſſed by him, ) are perfectly incomprehenſible. 


The tranſcendant Degree, and the Singularity of 
the Divine perfections, tho in part communicated, 
ire notwithſtanding, beyond what we are able to 
conceive. But further, 


Not only the Nature of God, his Excellency and 
Perfeftions, but his Works alſo, are unfearchable , 
particularly the great Works ol Creation and Re- 
demption. 

« God alone doth great Things, and marvelous 
to hehold; yet, © Lo! theſe are but a Part of his 
Ways, for how little a Portion is heard of him, and 
the Thuider of tis Voice, who « can underſtand 1 

Serm. XLII. We 


322 Of the Incomprchentibleneſ of God. 
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We cannot find” but all the Works of God per. 
ſectiy, from the Betzinning to Ead, for we know 
them «bur in part! ©*Dolt thou know the won. 
drous Works of him that is perſect in Knowledge?” 
. His Works are manifold ; in Wiſdom hath Hz 
made them all:“ if we ſhould declare them, and 
ſpeak of them, they are more in Number than ve 
are able to expreſs,” But further, ie 
Who is there that perſectiy underſtands the great 
Work of Redemption ? by 
Tn this there ſhines-forth ſuch Wiſdom , Mercy i, * 


and Love, as our Underſtandings cannot attain to; 
for, it is the Wiſdom of God in a Myltery,” 


4 

- «hidden Wiſdom ;” for, *to know the Love of \ 
Chriſt ," (i.e) in redeeming us , * paſſeth Kbon- Mn 
ledge ;” - The Angels deſire to prie into it, dot 15 | 


not able with all the Saints to comprehend it. 
When we have the ſtrongeſt Ideas of this Love, 
ſo that we think we fully underſtand it, yet ©ir pal 
ſeth Knowledge .” The Effects of God's Power & 
Love, which he manifeſts i in Believers, are unſpeak 
able, for © He can do far more exceedingly , - cx 
ceeding abundantly, above all that we can cither 
aſk or think, according to his mighty Power that ot be « 
worketh in us.” - © The Peace, which guards ou 
Souls, paſſeth all Underſtandingz” - The Jo) 


- whic 


_ proved fi rom the Reaſon d & Nature of things. 333 


wich Bl hath Jaid Ta for the Righteous are not to 
de Fr 1 They, are voſpcakable apd full of 
| Glory 3” y Jappineſs they hopeefor is incon- 
cciyable , "for ce Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither” hath. it entered into the Heart of Man fo 
conceiye the things which God. hath prepared for 
them | that love him.“ But further, 

Not only the N ature of God, his Excellency, 14 
ſections, and Works, but his Ways allo are not « {0 
be traced. (4) 

1 His Way is in the Sea, .and an Paths i in * 


| avs ** . * * 7 4 4 f C 
1 5 ; grea 
ga! 0? ohn mon Rf 2a N ieee 


( A. one ſupreme n the 
Arbe of the World, contrived and fitted to each other all the 
Parts of it ſo as to compoſe an intire regular Syſtem , - and formed the 
Nan of Providence, comprehending the whole Series of Events which 
hive been, and ſhall be: - as the Wiſdom o of God is manifeſted in tb 
nlt Variety of his Works, with different Degrees of Perfection, and A, 
C:pacity of ſerving different Purpoſes, and in the numberleſs Multi- 
ude of [ndividuals; belonging to the ſeveral Kinds; $0 the ſame Wiſ- 
mis manifeſted in- making Proviſion for them, ſuitable to their ſeve- 
Natures and Ules.4 none of them is; forgotten before God, but He 


ik for them, not for each ſingly . as having a ſeparate Intereſt and, 
as ded fromahe: . but as related to each other, my nous, 
« C ie. Whole. + 


Upon theſe Suppabtions, it follows , that the Scheme of Provideyen 
anot be comprehended by the human Underſtanding ; conſequently, 
od's Judgments. muſt be to us unſearchable,. For, what Underſtan- 
ng can reach to ſuch numberleſs Relations and remote Ifſyes, as are 
nnetin ſo ran chm. eee e e eee, 
down, from to the End? : ne bat 60d! 
Serm. XLII. ä 
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Lord, or to find him out from the Beginaing td the 


are not known ſor, „Who knoweth the Power of 
| his. Anger — who can ſtand before him when he 


_ Chable, - they are paſt finding out: be Rea- 


che Power of his Might. (a) Perſect 


75 me e e en 
| penſations and Appointments , (i.e) of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


Confideration , { vis] that the more they are ſearched into an 4 under- 
che Formation of Nature many things have been cerifer'd as Blemiſh, 
| . ferent Light , as real Beauties, having in themſelves great and impor- 


Jo Ly 
. 
j — 23 = . 1 -* 927 n 1 1 i 4 1 3 s 
* 1 7 os " 1 


eee 
i it js not in Man to-underfiagd the Wey of the 


End.” . His Providence to us appears many Times 
dark & myſterious z the Way of his Judgments 


is wrath ?” — © His Judgments are vaſearchable, 
they are a great Deep; - his Jodgments are unſear- 


Er evident, for, . we are but of Yeſterday, and 
nothing. nothing in Compariſon to the 
Greatneſs of God, the Riches of his Goodneſs, and 


-v 


'S & 


them, does not proceed from the Want of ſufficient Proof of theſe Fer- 


feQions in the ſovereign Difpoſer , but merely from the Imperfeftion 
of our Knowledge, or of our intelleftual Capacity, is evident from this 


— a. 


Kood, the greater Beauty and Uſefulneſs are diſcerned in them. Ai in 


which later Diſcoveries & Improvements of Science” have ſet in a dif- 


2 £ 


fant Ends. — When ſome Scenes of Providence are taken-apart, which 
xelate'to particular Perſons, Families & Nation; the Event ſhew: fuch 


- 
— 
= 


wiſe and good Deſigns intended and gradually accomplithed in tbem, Prot 
in are really aſtoniſhing : Many Ioftances of this Kind we have in 129888 jovi 
ere Hiſtory, as in the Caſe of Job, ami in the F of Abrah enou 
Iſaac and Jacob, and in their Deſcendants , where we cannot but ob- de co 


ol Mao , we canoos, cheretere. judge of 'God.tho- 
roughly, os of the-chings-which pertein uato; him 3 
1 for, % Ways. are wot a4: his. Ways, nor; our 
Thoughts as his Thoughts 25 but 5 as the: Heavens 
Jae; higher than the Earth, ſo are his. Ways aboye 
** Ways, & his Thoughts above our Thoughts,” 


"culry and the Object the Finiteneſt of our 


"At has: 8 . 
dre j a» he knows! mdte thari-we do, ſo ia he more 
:than can be known.by us. God is too vaſt an Ob- 
ject for our Minds and Underſtandings, either to re- 


mete out the Heavens with a Span, and weigh 
ee nn eee in a Ba- 


Ge beſt mee eee b ifſue, turned 
ont to their Advantage, 1118 
2 4 


80 would the wvbelg miſterious Scheme 

ee 

A 

Dyifible,) appear |, wiſe and good, if we had Capacities large- 

acid gin 1 BR; Wide at Gone. 

be convinced of admire it Beduty Wiſdom and Cod. 
"ef. e 


als "Perſe —— Comprehenſion 


.-> There is a great Diſproportion between the Fa- 


:ceive or enitertairi. We may as: well endeavour to 


ee eee 8 


r um 
— 
— —_ 
2 _ 
— ung 


eee e. —— Oc © Sithia * 


Bene, Nor ent tine Vangegand Greatneſs of 


* 


its of our Thoughts? or tb bring Takia 
+ Giri" the compaſi Fam ire is Hig . * 


* rhE©ObjeR, bur the Gory and Reſplehdeney of it, 
"York ſo'Qazzle our Sight, bat de clũadt perfetty 
n T reer an: "Piet ee 
God dwelleth in Light; blen no Man en ap- 
pach unto; whom no Man hath apa"; ee 
*(ie)inthis mortal State. Again, n 
As God is too vaſt and too enten 0 i be dl. 
100 üntor e eee 
We kao not perfectly the Nature of a rmite 
Spirit; how, therefore, muſt: that which is 11 i 
ſurpaſi our Underſtanding g * 
The Perſection & Powers eFin Abgeldo we knon? 
„ being 1KMATERIAL, they cn act upon Matter? 
Do we knew the Nature of their Motion, and the 
Quiknefs of it; their Being, and Manner of Subſiſ- 
fence.» ladeed., Doth Man know, nis f . Do 
ee. how * in che lowelt Parts 


of. the Earth ae, e 8 
383 The Know n ge of 82 curiods ** 1 a of our 
"Bodies is * 200 excellent for us, . cannot attain 
. 1.2 4 488 bbs 8 you $245 wane 708 10 unto 

3 25 out $1 217 were 12 2 11 23 9 

en 58 ee „ 
5 And bow can FINITE , 9 


1 ** 


vat ot. Me ate ganicious, indeed, that we have 
Saule which r & Ac 10 &. yet the Manner 
of their πνπνÜ/NZno & ACTING is to u unknown (a) 
We., can give no, Account how the Soul of Man is 
united 4 the Body —, Do we know by what 


Bands.a Spirit is cloſely and: intimately oonjeined 
40 Matter? Can we conceive. how we ourſelves 


know any thing ? How we retain diſtinct Ideas of 
many cs without (ODER () ? We ſurely 
1 1 


(A) « I had never a e 4. TAG Wh eee 
relius,) and yet T habe a felt Value for it, Yetaute it Iv lich 
by it's Operation 4” © es ea a RAE 
. eee, eee e 
far our Veneration. 1 SS * 


(3) e eee e to | kimſelf the ſole Intell. 
tence of his Works ; „ eee eee 
tals from us the-admirable-Secret that en them. | 


(e) — ourſelves with following the vidble Mo- 
bons of Nature, we return, thinking to take · ſanctuary in Ourſelves, & 
aud. reſi in the Contemplation of our own Soul : but there we do but 
PARence 2 now Fatigue, and are hurried about in a perpetual Circ 

an inviſible Energy within us. We thiak, ſpeak and act with infi- 
hte Variety, yet know not how we perform thele different Operations, 
We know ourſelves to be incorporeat Subſtinces, and tan cably fel 
ur oon Iudependeney on the Body: yet, how we are Eonfiried to it 
e can by no Means ſolve « We can better imagine how u Beam of 
Wtuminating radient Sun my be united to a Marble Statue, than 
at a pare Thought thoutd be faſtened ts this Clod-of Earth , from 
t (res halt wur hr Death, n des 
Serm, XLII. 12 — 2  .aboicly 
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* 


Oft the Incomprehenfibleneſs of God: 


- 
+ .. i ee er ir tot eee; a „„ 0468)) Honey * 


Mot V66w' ther out Capacities av notinfiaite; ind 
| Have great” Reaſon co believe *hat There are eve 
cCreited Being Far ſuperzor to ds, in this particular, 
"as well 48 inferior ; and, if we tay in this beexcel. 

Jed by created Bribgs, — How vaſtly bort mut 
| le fall of that boundleſs Ocean, from "which theſe 
Miriads of little Channels flow, Itſeif Mill remaia- 
ing infigite and inextiaultable,” Now 


3 $i « \ At N f 0 fit 5 1800 11Hondtiw Ar TS 


if the Creatures are fo unſcarchable, — if t 
Man knows not himſclf, how will he take vpon inf 
Wich ig Understand the, Mew ien? ir che Kioy- to, 
edge of Mortals be too bard for us, is not the Wl * ( 


CCreator of them much-more*intomprehenſible? — Wh afce 
5 "AY not _ 1 the ane Perfec= kno 

v Si 57 T5361 ar wen n kak 1 \ tons _ 

PU IH ER gee eee. the | 

Earth, Light and Datkneſs, $pirit and Body ? 

M This" is a Knot which muſt be left for Elias to reſolve; & is, indeed 

| one chief Argument of the Shipwreck of human Reaſon ; ſince dot! 
daiy all things are obſcure to us, but we tre fo to ourſelves The ven 


reſt Objects, eyen our own domeſtick Operations, are as incompreben . It - 
able to us, as thoſe that ate furtheſt off 10 the Things that touch us, in whie] 
 Heed, the very Facylties by which wetourh. fre ,.underftand , &c.3 very ; 
22 diſtant from us ag the bigbeſt Sphere and ve are as. great Strang es, 
49 ourſelves as the, Inhabitants of TERRA INCOCNITA.... . % an 
„ gnemadubdum Ocalus alin vi wider; *ſeipfitme ae m 0 mu 
ee Sic etlam Mens intelligit alia. ſcipſien autem noninttlligit. 1 


Vi Deus, quo -mibil of n lu, Mens bona, 
en of he, maxin? lat "Bias 16288 


proxed rom the Reaſop & Nature of things. 329 


tions, Hut infinitely mare, and. greater 2 (4) rt 50 
lk in, naturalang.carthly Things ur 1gnorance 


is uon chen Sur Knoyledge” „how much mage 
ſo is it of God, t to whom the whole Earth and the 


Giedfvres- therein, bear ho Proportion ? ? 
-Chitifffabith; inderd, (i. e) the Revelation of Chriſt 
bath greatly enlarged and expaiided our View , af 
bappfty inſtructed us in the Nature of the Deity. 
But, as to the Mode of -his'Exiftence}>witha 
thouſand other Particulars, it neither hath, nor coulti 
inſtrud d vs \ becauſe our Faculties are not adequate 
to, nor capable of the TaſtruQion, 4 
* Canſt Teo, then, who . dul 1 , and who, 
after the moſt curious Reſearches i into THYSELF, yet 
Znoweft not THYSELF, © canſt. thou find-out Gop ?” 
—T hou who knoweſt o LITTLE 'of thyfelf;, and of 
the things that are about thee, “ Caüſt thou find- 
out the Almighty t. to, Punreprion det is higher 
than the Heaven, what cart chou if do? deeper cha 
Hell, what cant th6d khowe*®” * UNINSURED 


I . 171 is 34 it 


It is certain, then, , that "the 'beſt Repreſentation 
which can be formed of the divine 'Perfedtions is is 
very incomplete; but, tho we Know noe od as he 
is, and only 4g thro a Glaſs PET ; et we know 
ſo much of Him as is fufficicut to give us Peace & 

3 1 Con- 


(A) See Wiſd. ix. 23, &e. Serm. XLII, 


„ ol the tak 


1 1 Reliance, Faith and 
Hope 3 4 woch as may deter us from! . 
dio Virtue , ad guide us to lmmortality. 


dil bes 47 8 8 © | 
moſt highly. Though 


Let us, then. think. of God. 
e Ack noIledge him good and great, - tho we wor- 
ihip, him as holy and juſt, and the Foſſeſſor of o- 
ther PerfeRions, yet let us not ſtop here, but enlarge | 
pur Notions of him, if it were poſſible even beyond Wl Ge 
Conception; for, He is more great and good, more fes 
iſe, and juſt, and holy, and che Poſſeſſor of more | 
Perfections than we. can imagine, and in a much 
. and higher Degree, t than we can poſibly 

eive, EN, 
Tho we ſhould exale our Reaſon to the Height, 
even beyond Revelation, and. count ourſelves *«viſe 


pur own Idess , and credit the grand primeval De- 
JuGon.of Satan, & think ourſelves'to be **as Gods,” 
Tho we expoſe our Folly , and fall thro Deceit, - 
' ſuppoſing this real, yet, «God is greater than our 
Hearts“ * He is exalted high; fat above all Gods," 
5 Who, therefore , can expreſs his noble Ads, or 

who can | how -forth all his Greataeſs 2 


2 * 5 9 . 
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4 1 209. . SERMON XIII. i * * 1 


. xi, 7. « Canſt thou by erebiag 1 
God | Canit thou find-out the My to Per- 
fection nl 


— 0 * * * 


T be a now been thay the 
Incomiprehenſibleneſs of the Divine-Nature & __ 
. ; Wh feRions is no. juſt Reaſon againſt our belie vin 
bt» I attending to them, ſo as to influence our liche 
me direct our Practice. And here, 
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Jlize 

De- One important Point to this End has been alrea- 
os dy conſidered, [viz] tharwe ds hot comprehend the 
it, - Eflences , nor conſequencly all the Properties of o- 
n our ill ther Beings, concerning the Exiſtence of which, & 
0d, foine of their Powers, Natures, and Uſes, we have 
no doubt ; and which therefore , we regard as real, 


and in various Degrees y imporrant 70 the Eads of 
Liſe Now; 
If the human Underftiiditg is fb baffled in it's 
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332 The Incomprehenfibleneſs of God, 

(the Exiſtence 12298 of which are more familiar 
to us, & Level to our Capacity, u feed not think 
it ſtrange, that the Knowledge of the uncreated EC. 


ſcnce & perſections is too high N nor, on that 
Account, be di ſcobraged in out illigent, but mo- 


deſt Inquiries WO Ons ao the 


e-Being. * 11003 Nu K 

2 1. in A Multitude of Inſtances +. (pderd in in FO his, 

whole Extent of Being,) our Knowledge is. but par diti 
tial, (i.e) imperfect, this ſhould teach us, (being Ide; 
humbly contented with the Appointed Imperfection u P 
Wn Gur" Miads VOY Oy them i in their proper pie 
r 992 2 Nel 363-0 219irl G5 - Sphere 
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EM 2 $9 know what the Eſſence of that Being is. The One may 
r 
vexens the Reach of all our Faculties to underſtand. A Blind or Det by 
br a jafinidy eee 7, 6 the Podibility BI 
of the Beiag, of Light of Soubds ; than en Athe Sha have to devy, ſent] 
or doabt &, the Exifienceof Ged. rer, & Oe en at the net 
Koop ochrProk eee , of the Exiſtence of certain 
nge, whereof it is abſolutely impoſſible that he himſelf ſhould frame 
any Manner of Iden, not only of their Efence', but'even of their Ef. 
and Properties : But the Other may , 'with the fealt Vie of bit 
Reaſon, be affured of the Exiftence-of a | „ by whdenias 
ble Demonfration ; and may alſo certainly know Abundance of his At- 
| Fibutes, tho“ bis Swbfaxce or Eſſence be entirely incomprehenfible. 
' Wherefore nothing can be more Uareaſohavle bad Weak", chan 
te a Att apo this eee tn Being © od merely 
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No Objeation. agaio&, our attending to. it. 333. | 


Sphere, in comparing «ndecaſoging, upan.the olear 
uch diſtinct Ideas we have, in Order to improvs; 
theo toctheir true End n Practiceg and not to ary; 
it i give againſt che Exiſtence and Importance of things; 
- acrely becauſe we FLARE eee 
he aud all their Attributes. | et Gas. 
There. are certain hagge, the Dejrꝶ an rat 
be WH tis. Perfeftions , inſeparably; belonging to his 
. dition of being the original Cau ec of all thin TA 
Ideas of which muſt neceſſafily be inadequate, ſuck 
* Eternity, Immenfity, Sell: Eriſtence and Lafinity, 


per Wl vbieh is che Chzradter, of all his Attributes; but⸗ 
vithall . theſe. Charadters force them̃ſel ves upon 


our Minds, ſo that we cannot. polſſbiy avoid thein i 
a, they are rendered intelligible'by an Analogy'ts 
other Caſes which are more famifiar to ubs. 


Fot inſtance', Eternity and Immenſity are eſs 
ſentla? Attributes of the Sopreme-Being , incom- 
prehenſible by the hmm Uiderftanding. 'Whens 
ever we attempt ta comprehend them, we find our 
es involved in infuperatite Diff ulties: for, howi 
tan we conceive an 5 Duration now aftually 1 


a 270; 2 4 190 10 ni 4 \ 
(the ame Stamp have — — ( No. 66 
f the SpeRtator: "A 9 deceived, if 22 him- 
if One Jot the wiſer for them. | They were only found-ont to ſupply 
de Want of Reaſdn, and to be uſed when we would tain lay ſomethings | 
a { Indeed have f de by. — f envy no Man the Underfianding | * | 

eſe Phraſes , which have been invented y idle and conceited-Men : 
kick « great many — ſhould ſeem to be ignorant, would | 
em to underſtand : but wonder moſt, that Men, when they have a. 
r | og aha da ſhould 
call this explaining things, . 


- 


— 


E a : 
ä as go — @ nn 


332 The Iacomprehe nſibleneſs of God, 


(the Exiſtence and Uſes of which are more familiar 
to us, & Level to dur Capacity, Ju ficed not think 


a chat che Knowlodar nf the une br 
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Cauſe, both the Capacity and Means of attaining it; are limited to the 
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particular Purpoſes for which He hath appointed them : They reach 5 

nd further than the ſenfible-Qualities of the Objecte without us, & the Fe 
| tranſient Perceptions and As. of our own Minds. ſentl; 
by - | "The wiſe Author of our Being hath adapted our intelle&ual Pon- BN prebe 
. { ers ſo, as to anſwer the Ends to which our Conſtitution is formed. He Wy 
wy ' bas given us ſuch a Knowledge of corporeal Beings as may render them. ,, 
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uſeful to us in Life, and has given, witball, ſuch a Capacity of know 

ing Him and Ourſelves, as may direct us to act the Part affigned to us 

2 the Creation, & attain our proper Perfection & Happineſs. But, 

Our Vnderftandings are not fitted, at leaſt uot in the preſent State, 

| for a full & thorough Comprehenſion OP thing, not even the leaſt 
>d's Works, far leſs of God himſelf. ..  _. _ 

vol Men 1 not duly conſidering theſe narrow Limits withio which 
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Sphere, in compating anch reaſooing upan, the olear 
diſtinct Ideas we have, in. Order to improvs; 
to ctheir true End n Practice and not. ta ary; 
againſt the Exiſtence and Imporrance of things: 
rely becauſe we panes comprehend Fr ee 
dall their Attributes. 2g „. 
Thare. are certain Characters of the Dei 705 a 
ee inſepsrablyſbelonging to his TA 
an of being the original Cauſe of all thin; 


cas us of which muſt neceſſarily be inadequate, — 
Eternity, Immenfity, Self-Exiftence' and | Infinity, | 
hich. i is the Chzradter, of all dis Attributes 3 but⸗ 
jichall, theſe. Characters force themſelves upon 
bur Minds, ſo that we cannot. poliibly avoid*thrin's 


a, they are rendered intelligible by an Analogy'ts 

other Caſes which are more famiftar to ubs. ib »y 

Fot inſtance', — Eternity and Immenſity are eſa 
entlaf Atiributes of the Supreme-Being , incom- 
prebenſible by the bman Uiderftanding. When 
ther we uttempt to comprehend them , we find our- 
ſelves involved in infuperatite DiMeulcies': for, howi 


dun we concelve an eternal Duration now aftualiy 
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beer of the Eiſences & Cauſes 


things, leaſt they ſhould ſeem ignorant of any thing , have been gi." 


a us Terms of Art and Words of Amuſement, Sounds diese 


„ 
_ Forma; Unintelligible Jargon without Science : which , 
the, Pretence of explajnia the Matter befote them , have really no 
Minaet of Idea or Signi De . betraying. 
fnto Errors, the more dilticulely to be removed , 3 
__ Knowledge and ddtp Penetration. CS , 
e eee alities, and 
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paft ? How ean'we form un Idea of Being no where 
included, no where excluded? Tet ſtill, from! the. 
Iden we have of cual Duration and cotpoteal 
Diftantes, the Fancy extends it beyond the utmoſt 
Efuiĩts of material Exiſtence, till it runs · vp to 4 
negative Infinity of Space, (i. e) to which there may 
lte an Addition wirhour End.” So inadequite are our i -./ 
Ideas of Eternity and Immenſity! Aud therefore, Wl bee 
we reaſon upon them in the Dark; & when we form 1 
Hypotheſes to explain them , from which we drow I No 
1oferences, we. preſently. run into Confuſion ; which BY de 
qaly ſhows the Weakneſs of, our, Jindertandings: BY 
But this, ſure] is no Argument againſt the Divine wo 
Eternity or Omnipreſence, or any Pretence for ne- BY 
| gleQing them as uninteVigible : Far, whatever Pil, BY © | 
ficultjes may attend it, we muſt ſtill believe that f ; 
ſomething has exiſted from Eternity, fince we our- 
or, if wx ſhould abſtract from any, particular Bring 
indeed; from all Being as tuell exiſting, yet fill 
| the Ides of eternal Duration will, remain in out 
| Miqds, & the Train of our own Thoughts will 8 
W As nr" 
"Ay The Bridence of prefone Exiflence.in a Proof af aprir Cou 
Ad that the-firſt Cauſe of all was ſelf-exiſtent and eternal; fince ife 
Sus hal been a Time when there mne Neching, there never coe 
| have been 4xy-thing : It bejng av. allowed. Principle that © Noth 
can make itſelf.” - E Nibils Nil... 
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Ne Ohe dien, agsjnſt our attendiagyo it. 335 


walprus us vpſtockafirſityiof) Space, ifiwe ſhould 
imagine it to{be onipgbinfiaitc 
by ng 1qd:there togey, the 
fbleneſs; of theſe divine Perſecti eus is 09; juſt Ohr 


zection ageinſt their Reality or -Irppdriagce, as Ars 
ziele af H Faith. O 1s bayry od vide ud oor 


*Anbiter Eberle of the DIP BSE indo? 
ted in 5 0 neceſſarily ipferred'f from thoſe already 
mentioned, i is Sety-Exisriies; ; 2 che tot obvious 
Notion of which, i wr that He is uri nated , Abd 
"derives i is Being | from no other. And, . 
A 
"Tho ho this ; be only n negative, yet our. Reabn <> convi 
ceth us that it includes a poſitive, moſt perſect, a 
peculiar Manner of Exiſtence, of which ho Appea- 
rances in ourſelves , or in the World about us , ca 
furniſh us with any Tek, "Our Thoughts are” natu- 


rally led to a e lies of our own Exiſtence 
with.the | : Exit ence of : all thing around + us, & © 
ſequengly d to: a Caule of it, upon ng it Pere 
depends, "elſearially df ifferent from "neceflary Self. 
eines” It is impoſſible, | 1 that! any "of 
theſe things | ſhould ] give, us 1 5 ca 0 « Manner | 


or Condition of Being, tis erent Ie: is Un- 
0 17 7 " uncauſed, ſelf. fu M&jet at & ii dependent. 


"That fomething has Adee trot PVrethity , 


and therefore neceſſarily and independently on any 
Serm. XLMN; #5 7 2 nn7 2A other 


eſs of Od, 


dither Coule; erate ont; agree erden 
leiging , and do acknowledge it. (%% 3: 361; 
* s upon all Suppoſitions, our Minds 
Mmuſt be alike'embatraſed with this Iden and the 
| Jacomprehenfivje-E xiſtence- of che Deity eanbot 
reaſonably be urged againſt our Belief of dis 'Being, 
or the Improvement of n ical 
poles n . 
Ik we confider the Attributes of Bod which a 
5 Feen in his Works, and of which we find fone 
mperfe& Image in eee and other inferior 
Beings , (tho they are much more clearly under< 
, than thoſe already mentjoned, [viz] Eternity, 
ag. and Self- Exiſtence , which are the Che- 
of his Being; yet,) in ſome Reſpects, the 
Judgement is to be made of them, that they 
e 
Power is the firlt of this Kind that occurs to our 
Mandy We are naturally led to it by a Confi- 
deration of the Appearances of it in the World, 
hich muſt be attributed to a Cauſe, But, by none 
4 of 1 ir's Operations, ' whether in Ourſclves or Others, 
1 l Re can we form an adequate Notion of infinite Power, 
iM which reaches to the utmoſt Extent of ary 
We W that = active 0 


New 


[+4 & 8; * „ : 
v.44 + 1 * 4 Ir 


. . 7 a 5 
* 2 
* 
rf 600 dex Note (A) Po MEG 
3 a4 a 14447 
0 ? 


n ben at dur ae 00 it. 237 


Mature is linkicdd'; but hat in rue Pertection Gt 
Being . unſtends Ul its Effect & 4s itifinite.'” 


Iiromptebenfble in itt Extent, it de hot for 
that Neaſon , give atiy Octaſion for dadbting If 


nnen Attention.” ' 


cer ers de; uby Power greater thn var Geh, vr C- 
ven chan ye can apprehend? g? 
55 Inttandes [which codtitivatly occbr to vs 4 
now thät there is a great Djverlity of Operaitdn in 
7 and chat the "Perceptions we have of one 
ind, ran give us no Iden of the Power of anott 
Why then ſhould a Power aitreteat from, and ſupe 
nor to any we are confcibus of, be Invigined an b- 
ſurdity, or be diſregarded t older the Pretence of ith 
being voikteNigibl e, hen 1 babe evavincin 
Prof of in Fxiltence i in all ch ings. Again, 11 
"The Knowledge of God | forpaicrh, our Comprer 
henfion, as well as his Power... "7 neu 10 J 
T be human, Mind, by Reaſon of the Narrowgeſy 
1nd Weakneſs of it's Faculties, and Ways ol percei» 


ving, at leaſt in this preſent. State, is not fitted for 
thegreareſt Proficiency in #pecuLaTIVE Knowledge. 
It u no Wonder, then, that the Kaowledge of the 


Serm. XLIIK"* molt 


Bat, un high us it in above our-Underftatidiniigy le 


Reality, or any Pretente ſor not mk ing it the O. 


Shall e be fo vain un to imagine that there id tot, 
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moſt comprehenſive | Views, whichithe'great Maktr 
of all, things has of his own Wocks , ſuould be tis 
high for vs. to underſtand . He muſt kuow the in- 
moſt Eſſences of things, for he has made them; He 
muſt know the utmoſt Effect of Natuss, for they 
L neceſſarily depend upon him. 1 Ys 10 8 4 
This Meditation is very rationally; as well as de- 
voutly, purſued by the Pſalmiſt , particulariy in ibe 
Laſtance of God's knowing the Hearts & Thought, 
the Words and Actions of Men (6 (4) and. the Re- 
Qion he makes upon it is pertigent to our preſent 
Purpoſe ; [viz] *#\uch Nr was too wonderful 
excellent for him: be cou Id pot attain unto it. 
© But, , tho. the divine Knowledge i is *wonderful,” 
Lis not therefore incredible «. _ . ,. r 
We are convinced by Examples, familiar te to Ws 
| that, One, Mind may have Powers. of Perception, 
which Another hath no Idea of . & Being which is 
Y SENSITIVE, Can. bade no Notion of pure abſtra} 
latelligence; and an "Underſtanding, which by la- 
| borious Reaſoning, diſcovers ſome Trüths, and def 
lie ves others upon very lender Gtounds, muſt con. 
dceide very imperfectly of that ſuperior Capacity by 
which'the Omniſcient God diſcerns Slat, intultive- 
h and wich the 1 N | 
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| Tempery they bre well-dcquaiated ,and-whoſe City” 


Kon aggioſt our acendiag gi. gyp 
»»Tha-Pawenofijudging; che Hoate of Men, aed 
ſocrknowing! furuft' Contingencies i is i properly 
ſpeikingf,prentiar toitho fopteme: Mind; >:Yety 
ther lu ry tow: dhd» imperfett Reſemblance of = 
it in the ſhrewd Conjectures ſome Meir will milde 
22 


ſtanoes are known do them. ls chere any Abſurdiey 

ther, in believing that an infinite Underſtanding 
may leno certainly the things that are only faite? 
But, if we had no ſuch Aſſiſtance in 
fet mu Brauch of Knowledge implying 00 Con+ 
tradiction, and being otherwiſe-ſufficiently evident), 
boght co be admitted without. any Scruple ;1(a) 
1nd ſurely; in the whole Compaſs af zeligious: Pu 
ciples , there — gry Nr . 
af: the" homan Heart, 15 ol dt Ot ras 
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I roche foregoing.,, we add 
of the. 8 before. "rt we e ſhall 


has bete ald our Thoughts are embarraſſed wi 7 
Difficulties, which, in our preſent, State 2 leat »: 8 
not 19755 of a full. Solution. " * 


We ſeem, indeed, to progert ett Upon vt W 
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all ide Infamikies ub ich we Hod cleaving, to. Virtue 
ia ourſelves, & that thus we ſhall anderſtand them 
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NoObjedtion Againſt eur attending to i. 5 


wedk indeed an abſutd ade woc hahn any Fbun- 
dutiom in Renſon ze hut ptoceeding from: che Mar- 
fowacks pf the human Underſtandiag or rather 
from the Pride of Med Htarts and che Depravity 
vhcheir Aﬀettions. . Mult ourweak-Underſtandings, 
baffled ĩa fuch a Molticude of qnſtances j unable to 
compreherid/the Eſſenes even oi the meaneſi things 
in the World , muſt they be made. che. Standard 
every. thing, even oſ the moſt 'proſound Wiſdom * 
iañi te Excellence? 14 AO; WT; 2 $44.3 Fl 033 
we have 60 clear” and diſtinét Ideas df Subſtans 
Tes material of imitaterial 3 ſhall we, therefore, dif- 
Gi them all from Exiſfehce itfelf, and reduer all 
our Knowledge of things, of che Affairs of Life, & 
the whole World about üs, te a were Ullofion,, or 
4 phantaſtick Viſion'of out own Iinagination? 
\ "Equally, therefore, ean wejuſtific ourſelves in the 
Neglect of Principtes, "of the Truth of which we 
have che cleareſt and moſt- latisfyiag Evidence, and 
are capable of being improved to the moſt-impor- 
e g Purpoſes q only: becauſe v cannot 
comprehend , to Exactneſi, every thing relating to 
nen „Indeed, 2000393 U g & of le ee 
Tbe latomprehenſibleneſs of «tis Subject is uo 
more juſt Prerence fot oub-ifregarding it, chan 
lor our denying it#s u 2⁰π)ẽln Pom nie 
Serm. XLIIL NY, The 
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he AﬀeRions of Men to things, and hel 
 -Thoughtfulneſs about them, ate not governed by 
their Knowledge of their Natures, ns i 4 a Senſe 

* their Importance and Uſeſulneſs. 
A pious well - diſpoſed Mind , therefoie. . 
: abandon it's ese Medications on God, be- 
5 cauſe , by ſearchiag, he cannot find him out to 
if Perfection. He hath ſhewn us that which 
W - mey be known of bimſelf, his eternal Power and 
God-Head, his Wiſdom, Goodneſs and rightful Do- 
minion over us z which are the immediate and juſt 
Foundations of our dutiful Reſpect to him; and we 
are without Excuſe, if e him not accor- 

| g's: as God. Indeed, | 
If ve proceed further in.che Confiderarion of 
this Point, we ſhall find that the Incomprehenſible- 
neſs of God is, not only NO Reaſon for having any 
Doubts concerning his Being and Attributes, that, 
on. the contrary, it contains powerful Motives to 
pious Affections and devout Meditations. | 
90 Nor hae ne ee eee eee M ten, it's 
7 _ only genuine Offspring. being bliod Superſtition . 
| But, There is a great Difference between Ignorance 
of God, (i. e) of what may be knn of Him, and 
an Inability to comprehend chimevgiLY . The For- 


mer muſt render. Men II! * rational 
1 Worſhip 
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whagſo pearly chacerns vs, indeed, is of the gr 

poſſible Importance both to our Duty & Iatere 3 
Let us, therefore, conſider that the Difficulty 


is 80 gest, To far ab it is pecytiir? (for che EMtice 
of all e is above our Compfehenſion,) ariſceli 
from it's peculiar Eminence, & the Reaſon why ue 
kinnot comprehend it, is, it's tranſeehdant Perfecli- 
on j which thetefore ; inſtead of abating , nne 10 
creaſe bur affectiohate Regaius towards is. 

* Adrhiration ig tiarvral'ro he Mind of dias ad 
ietompanies i moſt delighiſul Entertainments 4 
The Objects of Affection, which are thoroughly un- 
derſtood, become familiar, even .to-Satiety,; The 
Mind. TINY with Indifterente, if not with 
Conteriipt des imagining. itſelf to have 6 Kind of 
Superiority over theryy but, itt noturally. aſpiring 
Powers apply the mſq es tink freſh Vigour, and nil 
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God; of Heaven and Happineſs hereaſter, if we can 
The no Pleaſure in the Contemplation, of that ge- 
bog, the Knowledge of whorn will'be our Praiſe & 
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given us, & for the daily Miniſtration of the Weeds 


5 face by Botb, our Knowledge of him i is increaſcd , : 

wb dur Happineſs furthered , and gur Duty , (ie) the. 

10 ee eee of it it, laid clearly 

e can WIE Yo au: Disse 5 

* Let us then, , improve 515 as ; good Stewards of 

iſe & the manifold Mercies of God.“ 

| 54g VEAETY 43% HO #6 £ a0 

* 9 * , 

orious (6) Tha Rete of age . ne e fo 
At- lende, fo jngrotfing "a the Poder i bf the So — 

* g. beg 1. l Sede Vikitures, Tortemptarion feels no Hungary 


$60 SHADES 4 
21 ren 


W. kenlbde off di” but of thin her Krona e. 
erm. Wim. 


2 
9 F 


1% The dee Go, 
Tho we dest Mad. G58 to the drm, bot 
0 the Whole Which ! is required Hon us, yet let ui 
ride un muell as polible after ir. Tho we cannot 
arrive to the Height of the Enowledge'of God, yet 
ir is out Dury'ro/uſe all the Means ve” ein do i 
Ereaſe i * it. 03 aint maehen ad dey ,4c: 


Poms CaO ay a . 0 


To negleft all becduſe we! know but in Pari BY © 
ving'Means'of tee and aney ja bring'on 3 
us the Denunciation of Behold} ee "ug ci 
Fotider ;and! petiſh.“ But further, eiten hi 
1. God poſſeſſed of all Perteftion eos 3 
4 prebenbble? Then let us : „ venerate and te- 60 
erence him, (a) Apen 4 e 
'. Excellencica are wont, to be 10 ta Ae 0 
even the Excellencies of Men; How much more 10 
| Hep. 1 the * to venerate the great God of Hea- jy 
n & h, , whoſe, Excelleticies ire 52 great, that U 


e are not N to comprehetid them. — Silent Ve- . 
neration is the beſt Acknowledgment of him who My 
is Tia great zi8t the beſt e of 55 and 
alle. nn 4 . 5 1 

yho is incomprehe l 


We 
4 5 s 4 — 125) 


67 — Ep brine 
Gpitin an, RN Und AY | 
unlimited Excellencies : Tho it cannot poll ly. mpr n 
r 8 


FDC ST "Mz 
| 


„ee e 


apprehend nor exp reſs.; * How 
— how Gents ba bia Be PT a 


{cd he his $oriqus gme which is is © Aalen h bw ab 
all Nene ki Goodie 5500 all Pfate 0 


We negeflayly dexra®. from his Prreftigns when= 
ever we ſpeak . or. think. of bim: yet. cyeß .this 
Necefhiry i is glorious to him. 1 Sx<ing zhe þi 10 7 
nite UHnderſtanding is voable to 92 05 0 him a. 


fight,, 1 this 547 1 0 — higheſt  Perfe&hion 1 


him. t us LRN: in Reverence 
Vegeration, 1 wh T Me bene 7842 II. re e 
" Wenldly Greatneſs eouſerh: Wonder nad compan 
us to Reyerence ʒ hom much more then ſhoyld 
thoſe Excellencies, whieh.are, beyand our Concępti: 
oo, and which are more than we ga Imaging? 
Even the Serapbims «Creatures of the brighteſk 
Underſtanding» & dba weg axalted Purity & Hos 
lineſsn i cove their Faces in. the Peſenee of Godis 
Glory, and venerate him '\n;$ijepce ; bow much 
moge then-ſhopld, ar wha, are ſo.far below, them, 
" eee eee e 
„ d % (e not t e no oft ens K 


(A) * When you gloflfie'tthe Lord, exalt-him an wucke m—_— 
fot even yet wjll he hr excpgd + nor rn peer 
Ti GRIT} OO 


all $ 
your treng b fer 


. e of Cod, 
| 7 7, adh nothing n Bor further, 
ncomp! 047734 Yo 
1 „ Genu er ow 
"This ne thi EO” d from 
ve Contemplaric of the Subject before us; and 
the jet de colipretiend'of che Subjeck, the more 
clearly we may deduce this Inferknct i that it be- 
comes its to be humble in out Opinion of dur own 
Accompliſhments , "eſpecially of vur Knowledge , 
| & above al, ef our n of God , never 
6 cbatraditt. be g 


N te, 8 
8 pine aſcai rchable Per. Trut 


2 — Aon of Nan to Thie 
Rb6p, and brftgad wn their prov Lvoks, thar the I Vad 
Lord cone le) ve erat „e poſit 

What have we to gloty:of before God 7 — Win 
ite we in Compariſon of him ? L Behole the Sun, 
how ĩt chaferk from un the faint glimmering Light 
- of uf the Stats; even ſo ould the Glory of God 

uttefly Aboliſh al'Vaia-Glory ian: 
Ts highly' ould we think” of God; and thus 
umble'of Ng; "LIE under che higheſt 
| Attainments, fiace, (at the very beſt,) we are 6s 
| menen But further, 
Wuen de of "God ; we” ſhould Gor with 


1 


a TO un 1 


W 
e r — 


128 8 A 
550 10 6 eee 17 0 349 


van Harth : dhe H οον Words, of. him ſhould 
bedded. elf 10 nn ada priatiab ni ad ow eat 


. What Theve aimedbavinchisrDifteanrſe; 425th. 
prevejit ay haſty raſh C enſure s of che Worhs dal 
Ways vf "God ſrom their Ineemptenthſ,jełñHαο 
preſulug to el 10 Quiſtion h Ws m 8 ar. 
pelfectios, becauſe by ſearching] le tannot undd 
them Got r PerfeRſbn 0s £214 Sheds ai ito 
« Vain Man would be Wiſe h we Pride nf 
Wi Heart; & fond Conceit of bie dwa A AIguge, 
he makes it the Stantlard HD % hidgeofmhe 
Truth and Reuſon of tinte tb fr! an chat bet any 
Thing Wall have u Beihgs eb bon dor bi 


e vadertsgeiag, 208? u Weſd Dons and brd. 
0 poſitions” mut be unouncec vu hie he bat 
at or three) "Rather would lic deedene u fromm 
n, dee Apptehecßßon ct che exalteg*PetfeRions e 
it our Maker and thorsögüt e gases ' of the gran. 
30d WY tineſs of our on Une int and” ng 
hos WY fs Too high for u 8 ; 
del that ce eabmot attaätd tate 2 o # (% 
do- We gut thereforepprinioon feſbittg raſhig, 
— dor raſnly determine any thing aß bin- ae 
ih f be de, EU, n de tho gals lune 


ie e, eee eee eee ee buch- 4 
W r Ne: . 4+. row 3 
| ! XLIn. 


_ 


% ie isse lege of Goa, 


drm n Wein of:Gol;ahs U ts 
mall we be in defining the Eſſence of his" Being, 
* h Hs, that, Godtjoniocomarrbentble, 

ate pretend know, ahne Wayy of [infinite 
. of, eee, il 


eee ee we Fog . 
Nx in theſe 


esel loawabat one * — ſo far exeell o- 
abers both in Wildom: and Skill, as. to; do thing 
which. anocbes, bath ahqughs, were impoſible but, 
uin have exceeding! name J:boughts of God, if ve 
_ think the Difference between. one Man and. another 
in any ching d, the vaſt Diff between ( God & 
_ 83; for © che Fooliſhneſs of Gad, (as the Expreſio jon 
18, Jig iſtt hang Men; ſi: e has the rare Pro- 


a4 G 


* 
* 


foundaeſ of, o W. | dd bis n than M: 
a Hur Strengrh. But fi 447 eee een Al 
w Abet ate Scene i Pdovideaneyconteprakentin 4 


3 
8388 


la Events, (which e Part of the Ways and Work 
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5 The Being, N 5 of God being 
proved from Reaſon, from the beſt Authorities of 
Antiquity, and from Divine- Revelation, in their 
| ſeveral Particulars « Our Duty, conſequent from 
thence, becomes ſelf-evident ; and our acting con- 
ſiſtently with it, muſt be acting, in Juſineſs of 
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What J principally intend; (as # juff Inference 
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ſeen neceſſary Conſequences of them, which are 


80 eve ane dlankind. ee WAIT meet 


the Politician, the Aconomiſt, and even the ſordid 


ſeveral Seas as are the molt fixed in their oppoſite 
Courſes, and thoroughly governed by their deno- 
minating Principle, (and in them the Caſe is fairly 
Natcd,) | imagine that their Choice i is, | (en Circum- 
ſtances conſidered,) the bet, and | their Behaviour 
viſeſt. 2 RN 
Ahn bie thews that there dl be | ſome Ap 
pearance pf Wiſdom in dur Conduct 20, juſtify i it te 


* 2 l Sa cars 


aad ſheva to be real Wi. Fox. 
5 and de- 
liberately, 8 agaioſt_.it's Difares, with avy. 2 
tentment in our own Minds. « Sq that 
ons, Jet be ever ſo ſtrong, i in order ro cr: 
ving a ſett led Dominion in the Heart, muſt 
och rita ndiag, ot rather | bring it.over to thei Side. 
Ws, or, ſuppoſin, a M' Choice. and the Courſe he 
lows, to be ever ſo improper in irfellf, and ih 
"Judgment of othery, he cannot be eaſy in it, without, 
a Conceit of Wiſdom to countenanee 
den apparent j in the Caſe of the Sluggard, (one = 
"of the lowett and mbit contemprible of all Clans 
ters,) who, (as Solomon obſerves,) te ; is wiſer 
dis n Coaceit , chan ee one an aa der 
3 LOO Sow, 1 % 28 7 13111. not a;f 
Simoe it iy d. ud U de hel Pins which all 
i Delibitirivns Sac te aim at: & the Queſ- 
tion, (by the Devilion'vf which ," we thould de de- 
termined in dar Defighs & Couiles of Aion, ) is , 
whether they be wie r not,; (le) e terid- 
ml Ages: in our Circumſtances: Nes, 
The kun be obtüidedd my by "PTY 


there bei ng no neee, Vas cbtie to 
4 rational Jungen. 31 n "4:04 .- Ae 


of miſta- 


: The Difficulty ofthis. Dory; md 
e es vr 
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2 ppearance of Wiſdom, or bot ? tha js 
8 — N whether we aft! - Stems 
Pom being t miſſed by falſe A p. 4 
"tain to the Knowledge of the Truth ; and, 
"ro" SatisfaRtion in in in our own Minds, (as beihg our 


# „een 3 F iu WNT” 3 
a e aft] Edad (that: df 
Religion itſelf,) be determined in th Wye 
1. God, himſelf, in.the;Words before us, (ſpeaking 
aro; mag,) ſays, « It, is Witdom ; _ * 
: * « is Wiſdom and Underſtanding“ “ 
„God's Ways,“ Cl. e) his. Count in the. For 
- mation. of, the World, and in the Goverument of i it, 

are too- deep for our Underſtanding, i they are un- 
ſearchable, and his Judgements paſt, finding: out. 
But, The erpeſt Wiſdom for us, and the moſt 
ſuitable to our Nature, that we may a: tuin the high- 
eſt Perfection e are capable of, (is Religion , or 
+*#he Fear of abe land,“ > o 294928 4.31 6: Thi 
dene, VIA 1 1 


38h r ue e vn r 
way wha WY he 8.6 lter Light, be has 
h or, Ipquirg and Ce 
Vena er y Ve muſt x5Fciſe.jn, Order to 
our nghelg, ſeeing, and ratigpglly pronoynging it i 
be real. Waſdam, ut 0209 vld.aRtrommy naigd - , #97 
Religion is not, (under the preten eg a it/s.heing 
ſacred and too ſublime for the human Underſtand= 


fs As 


a ti; 


Let every Man) $ eaſon \therefore, oe Joe Ex: 
kmidation, be Judge for bc, what he ſhall, be+ 


ſeve as Truth 5 aud what. he ſhall embrace as Wi il 
om ;.for, we have. po ather-Facylty by which, ws 
can diſcern/eithes.— 19 Cie ag. Aſſent upon 1 
Terins is, whatour Minds are, ox capable of, 


Fear of che: Lided iy Widen See em ly paſſes Ps 
among Chriſtians, (however it may be tun litile 


conſidered, and gs too e ry d f * 
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ter) yet M 40 
edles. — boyd ble 
Vicks ho XLIV. Fabrick 


. Ae es b kin bpb THR, Without faquirkyt lu. 
0 ae Gjovdds bf ie Por, this ve ſhould expe 

be Helved'a Prey to every Impoſture, and hive by 
{9 Moths led of diftiiiguihing between Truth ai 

* Falt9is N. c ; which. LD. 
of AN 2 e oline 1 3 i 

" important. © 


peers Vt Tony wot hee atingig!t> fi 


wd at 0 25. ite oon bnt bei 


rat pal = 
the. chief of Mankind jo u Sears os rvile 5 ae 


tion ; delivered down by Tradition 1 1 

by the Prejudices of Education; whi re "xi 
t6 be 1 ſo ſtrongly ae re ry ch, 
that it is extrerdely difficult 16 thivy em off, even | 
When Renſon has atribech to it's Maturly * At 
Genetality of Men are too eality ineiined to receive | 
religious Errors tio the Weaktieſs of their 
e and the” Timerbuſubſt df their 


Tempera. a” 1 iP 2 1 * 00 Ent #97 #3 1 . 
hs ily, it Wann be 
0 dare this deer fairly, it muſt 


lodged 1 
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mity 


_ af Mes, (eher incooiten Sith Wildoin 
dad the i jon Un of Ress) to be Jed"by 
Prejudice. — receive Opinions and take 
14200, C ondu& without, examining vp- 
on what Grouods it is proper: Their Palfioht, thi 
Klin AﬀeRioon, Cuſtom, ap the Af and = 
Frample of others, have ag Influence. which. they 
pusbt Nat on their Judgemean, and Had jo, the 
Place of Reaſons. U 4436] +1 Dieb bog 
% How my Inſtances: 250 thers-of Notient gane- 
rally prevailing in whole Agzy apd Nations, which 
have no other Foundgtion than yactamiped, cubs 
2 "Tradition 3 - But, nen 4 113007 1.43 * 
When all this'is granted, it is bot to be — | 
bo far, as to an univerſal} Concluſſen that Men are 
always miſtaken in [the Opinions cgmmonly reoeĩ 
ved by them ; It does not fellow, that there is ne 
Difference between Religion and Superſtition, and 
that the former is wholly t be reſol ved into the 
latter, or any of it's Canſes i inte the natural Ti- 
ive WY vwereufneſ of Men's Tempers, or che Weakneſs of 
their Underſtandings, e Tradition, or 
Janine Fiction. For, aua 
There 4s ſuch u thing —. and Certainty, 
vhich every human Mind is capable of diſceraing a 
nd, there ard dine Fe e all Oden ate 2 
Serm, Xv. n - grecd 


— 


[= (having, on Fon of Tem £ 
dent — Reaſoning, , all 4 orgbe_Eyidence % 
i char n dne e 98 cxn-belp ering i. ; 
3 cpp. 0 
| Larry) brintz this Matter, therefore; ton Trial 

dit and iim partial Reaſon, we'ovgght daher 
ili Grounds of Religion , together with" it's dite 
and immediate Tendency. _ 0015551 to 504 
tit be founded on certain FA or Principles 
hich the Mind, upop calm and artetirive Conſi- 
; Iovcida,nd>alſemt. to 1 if, (conſjdered as a prac- 4 
tical Principle,) it points to i Courſe: of Action, ant 
preſeribes a. Conduct, which we neceſſarily, approve 
a moſt worthy of intelligent Agents, it is then eſ- 
ſentially diſtinguiſhed from Svperſtition, which is a 
blind and irrational Perſuaſion, and directs 10 Prac- 
tices which have no intrinſick Excellency or Fit- 
meſs in them for- Recommendation. Now, of 

The great Prineiples upon which e 
"ure the Exiſtence, the Perfection and Providenc 
vf God i or, that there is gn eternal, ſupreme, jncell 
gent Being, infinitely . Ha 
who made all things, and vie, congigually pr 
od; governs. them. © E. bait agmud ATA 49 f 
— All he han(berp Ferris eats: F 
bon FIX . 


or d bis m Ui — 
' th Held of D, and. the Rewards & Puolſh- 
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meg ts 51  furure. ate, is perfeR conlonant . jo 
RB to egg 
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ng The Iran: (werbink;) acerſyfficiently pro- 
ved by clear and Tonvincing Arguments, which 
muſt occur to evt one who diligeut iy inquires ĩato 
this Subje&; and we: deſire no more than 4 calm 
and unprezudiced, Attention to them. It: is! true, 
los ſome Articles [which tranſcend the Limits of 
our! preſent Faeulties', 40 jwhacrelate to che RC- 
ſence of the God-Head, the fallen State of Mans 
kind; and. their Redemption. by Jeſus Chriſt, it's 
DoArines may appear myſtertous and dark - A- 
giinſt theſe, the Scoffer has plten dirrcted his Ar- 
racks; as 4 whatever could. not be explained by 
us, ought, ypon that Accoynr, to. be. exploded as 
abſurd, bid 2 N 5 00418 [#v+] & 4 211520} 
%K is ugneceſſary.to tate, at preſent, on any * 
ticular Defence of theſe Daftrints:as there is viis 
Obſervation; which, if duty weigbed, is Iuſficient to 
filence the Cavils 'of-ald Opponears; viz Iv nor the 
Odje dor himſelf compelied toladmupttiatihe whole 
Altem of Nature erovtidrhiny is ful of Myſtery? 
VhatiReafos, then; hatly heres oppoſe, that” the 


Docripes oſo Beve)ation,/praceodin ge friin the ſame 
„ :ply$erm. XLIV. | | Author 


Jury and Nene divine Wide 
obvious to all. 4 5 a 
. . 
tcoacetniag hat is neceſſury ſor our Food, our Ace 
wommodation & Saſety 3 ſo Religion bas plainly in- 
trusted us in our Duty towards God, & Of Neigh- 
bour But as ſoon as we attempt co riſe towards Ob- 
Je&s that lie beyond our immediate View and Sphere 
FAG n e agr tnc, 
us on every Side. e i 
* | What the Eſſence is + wok m⸗ at Bedi 
which we ſee & handle, how Man i 7 formed i in the 
Womb z or how the Mind acts t opon 'the Body, fer 
ie is formed ; are Myfteries, of Which we can give 
no more Account, than of the moſt obſcure and dif- 
ficulc Parts of Revelation. We are oblidged to ad- 
mit the Exiſtence: of the Faſt, thi the ene 
el it <xceeds our Faculties. 
Aſter the ae eee ee Religion, Quet- 
tions ariſe conceraiag the Creation of the World 
from, noris ⸗ the Otigin of Evil under the 
Government of a ta, Being „und the Conli- 
tency of huchan Luszatr with dieie Puuffzner, 
= ans ol as" 8 48 difficult 
| I 2 r Solution 


7 ? y 9 * 4 
2 A 1 111 


* * 
5 15 


+ L & 


; FUE 


4 Fee ag * PP Y ff Ii mm. om 


1 

We may plainly Gees — nor/ ailmiteal 
inte the Seorets. of, Baavidence any more then in- 
0. the Merten of the God-Head,” bn A 48 
Ways, the Almighty i a u God-that hideth hin- 
ſelf” - He maketh Dakneſe bi Pavilion 
holdeth: back the Fact of his n 
a.thick/Cloud apen it. 

Inſtead , Ae rc Betty hy Gutter 4 
Revilarion, that ſome vſ it's Dermes ate myſte- 
dont, it would be moch more mange & unane teu. 
gable, if no ſuch Deftrines wee dum in t.. 

Had every thing in the Chriſtali Sytem beth 
perfettly Lava to bur Cipbeitles, this might rither 
have given 'Grbund to a Saſpic un, f it's nor pro 
teeding from God, fince it would Tazx have been 
f ualike to what we find, both in — 
Univerſe; and in the Syſtent of Natural-Re 
Wheteas , (dEthtditig as Matters now Rand, ihe 
Coſpel has the ſame Features, , the fame general 
CharaQte?, vith the other two which are 'ncknows” 
raged t6"be"of divide Origis 3 plan d eompre- 
henfible,, in what celates to Proflice 0 and dark; & 
nyc, is nee ebe & Belief 

"The Cavils of Scepei Fe, on this lead. 
u far from. having ay . chat 
Serm. M. 8 % aal Foc cc: — they” 


* Religtan Wiſtiaguithed fromSuperfticion 


they Gay diſdovericheir Igrioranige, ind theNartow 
baeſs of their View, ( 4) Itiis true: 
The Deity ii not the'Objea? of oöt Seile; 1 50 
Mad har ſeen Gd at any Time, hr Can fee him /* 
and de cadodt nnd ty feel fer him, in che 
fs, tf poctal Way! Bus, 012 heier vHL Yn 1 
l any Mart — lowit'Realdhing” cd 
altogether loſt to it, as to make Setiſe — Mea. 
furs of his Relief and KoowledgeZ ? 
That innate Spark within v3, by obieb v we ek 
perceive, believe and reaſon; we:nevet ſaw; and yer, 


Ve ire ſureof it's Exittence, indeed, more ſure, than 


ol any.thing we ſee. ToJike Meuser, 


0 The Things of Gad, ſtom the Beginning of the 


Creation, are clearly 3 by the 
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of ps, Opinion, hut five under an-Tadjfetence teln Truths ond File. 
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wichavt 8 . gar, for, Aaderſtagav 


\ out ſuppoſing him intelligent ; - nor for Regularity 
0 and Benury in th Univerſd, without Wiſom and 
2 Feflyn in the great diſpoſing Cauſe x · nor · for · Mo- 


der de. Happineſt. oftall intelliqent Creatures,) withy 
out allowing his moral Attributes, We ſhoulit thin 
by Evidence of big Being. (and. oonſequentl of 

hi Providence, ich is, really no more than his ac 
ting fuitably to his. Chan Ser) is very firong „ and 
the Belief of i ie not fairly liable to the eee of 
weak Creduliry and Superſfizjon, g 


den ageindd 7Tm12. the utheificat Scheme; which, 
bn vhhatover Shape: iz appaera,): exchadrs a ſupreme 
WeRing and: gaveraing lowelligence ,, ſybGitting. in 
% Place of in Changeat Necolby,: (lifaleſs Words 
wiahaut a Meaning ,) for tho Faamatan abvalt Bas 
dice, and. db met rapid, nue & ragwles hho» 
dos, pan Which. the mp imp Re to in 
wartable: Being rod m 6. great Maite Whole, 
depend M for the varigus eau id the World, ts 


w ene eee — 
.. Ser XIIV. 


; Ir ts WIN 
I ing, (which we are conſcious Min qucſelnm, wiche 


nity, (which is of ſo great Importance-to the Or 


$4 Rege; Winnie teh Spttticion 


Kun erer ved ind propogated ig an has 


onſtapt Succeſlign ;indeed, for bob kr! el 
been Liberty 2 f 185 wi Var: it's 4. 


ble Fruits; fee 1 ch Aeg hide! 5 
ti "reg ny thin; BOO? gie 3W fa? J. oi l 
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Vin u Sen thing, 1210 mid good 1 
I. Let any 120 „in hit eric deliberate Thought, 
ſet this Scheme again che other i that of a Deity 
and Providence, which in thecFoundation-of Reli- 
gion and let him judge which ofothe ctwa lis moſt 
catic nal. den Trrom vid gaiwelts 119 
Wiegel und b c 19 1 60 of 8 
giymph, en I eh dee e 


nal Pri $92 Ty Fi 9 exe 
WIEN But, . N the ans 17 10 


profeſs it,) to be the + lg, To a, and tobe 
able to ſay uato *Wildoin, chow ci Siſtcr,” 
*Indeed:, The Argument cannot!“ be here lirgely 
inſiſted on; it hath been! the principal Subject ot 
the fotegoingl Diſrdurſei But, ay Tafely aſſert 
that all O ſeriouſiy conſider jt will ater in this 
Obſervstion, (Which udiiectiy to che preſtent Por- 
poſe, ) that che ne lief of Dee Providete hay 
no Affinity with Superſtitiba j l nt ꝰ taken up 
by Trad ion, Eduratioh s the“ laflaènce bf hu- | 


| ee -buligromdeSupoirtin de tit 
"I op hs Rl 32 the 
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rwe to d real Wiſdom, || 2978 
EE.” and ind che Reſult of the the ſtrio- 
telt & moſt. impartial; Seatch:that:we are capable of 
-thakiogo: dt , not by acvain (Curiolity:to k che 
\Reaſom of &yery" thing . ¶ joined with Ignarancei of 
true natural. Canſes,) that ye ate led: vo |agknow- 
edge a God j the powerful and wiſe -Maker:of the 
Vntyxxſe] but it is becauſe! we: ſce every: other: Hy. 
potheſia hot only inſufficient ti account forthe Ap» 


pearances, hut utterly impoſſchle ſor it.; For, ie 
„ebe the Wiſdom and Energy of at dlotelligeat 
Agent | is denied to have any Share in the OM At 
wa „Cbich id, and mult be dene by Atheiſm, ) 

is there left, but fenſeleſs inactive Matter? 
und whit is ir's Force, ben dur ſtrieteſt Philoſophi- 
tal Exachindtibi, ant Iuactivity, or 
Refiſting Change of cr Cle r- A Prinoi- 
ple altdgerher inſuſſioient p thout the Interpoſiti- 
vivof an Lefighing Agenten to the ſlighteſt 
OM RET eee ee et. Buty 
Ban ſts 10 1 1 ne eater had Nature, Ind 
ave re Age he Poser of Matter Tad Uigtiob 45 fir 
Con And the Belitf bf a Divide Ageney ind 


Counfef fotted "pen thelt' W in'evety Step of 
tile Progiits; add by eVry Othest thiy turm their 
Tholights ig. Fut! * 090 11 und 02: Wi 
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Ded de cee eee eee won . 
_ JauickTimorouiaciipt Femperaug:Pallion of Fear, 


igdifpoſe@ Mind v whithyhaviog it E Affe deions duly 


| Righteouſneſs and Goqdeefs pant but be diſs 
derregble 5 cr elſe ia uſi proceed. from. wrong Not- 


Frapy Ruler, ing] . of an abſolute 


274 ———— from!Superſticion 
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For, there id n, eit errtfying tou well 


Data y & the beſt Uſe of iu ſu pdf; trjoys 
ItſelÞvirk- the greateſt imvurd rn htK SaticfaRion; 
I is! che very central Point of our Sohle Reſt gd 
Fooths and dalms all our: diſturbigq a Puſſions, an 
yields us the: trurſt iti moſt.ſqlul SolfuBaoymenty 
indgrtd.» be Enjoyment Ahe whale World with 
Delights) 2013 Oi 21640 (6s vn os bS169b ei nA 
(Hui be etherwiſe. (h if the Idea.of God produ- 
Fes, Terror. and Conſternatign:to the human Mind, 
-this certainly proceeds. ei from u, Fault withie 
ztſylſ, from a Conſai gf ;Guilt;: or corrupt 
and malevolent Diſpolitian, ta hich perſect Purity, 


e 


ons of the; ſupremeꝭ Being n tg! he. was; an arby 


Fower,. bux noa Per efliong; | ; __ 
he 5 the { loveren + 071387 
M hour, \egard to] 175 0 Ie $ ID 
Teac Niod. 0 

Virtus, which conliders. hea as RY 

in wiſe righteous 20d bepevglens, 
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uud ſhevs to he real Wien. 87g 


pear 8 nog, 1igdeeds; mere, delightful 
dan the Fear of; him, (ic) an aul Scuſe of and 
derp Revereneę, with the greateſt zuq moſt affe 


Perfections in Conjuncton, together with, a con- 
flat Care 40 plcaſe him by the rugular Fractio of 


PRACTICAL Principles, and conſider thei in 
Tendencies, And TI ge 4ectedy 1 oh; 
As they Bave been Web 46 öiger widely un 
Foundation, the One being grounded on the cleats 
et rational" Evidence, the Ochtr only on Prejudice; 7 


tice which they produce, 


which have no üntecedeht Goodhefs in chem: vi 
ry often ĩt excires futibus Falllons, which diftury 
the Peace of Sotietles, & is the Oteafion of oo 
ind cruel Animoſities ambng Men. Wheteas, | 

The natural Fruit of the Fear of God is * 
Praftice of Virtue ; the doing of thoſe things by on 
re pure, and Juſt , aud honeſt, "and . ea 
raster geh che . re 
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tionate Eſteem ſor, his. Majeſtyt and, all his glorious 


Virtoe, and 0 rede b 
Rowen: c0 it. But furthe rr, „ 


Let us compare Religion FR Sabo is 


ſo they differ as much in the : Difj6fltions : and Pra- | 


| The eoniſtant vhiforth FRE of a beds. 
Belief, are 2 Multicude'6f merely exrernal' Acts, 
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"kntOgne neiple on wich we reſt the: "Defence ö 


dhe cal ekütial Diffetenge betdheen Morel Gookl 
and Evil, or Virtue and Vice 


Taue theſe ,, dun ol, oct Nerd 


s Religion diſtinguiſhed from Superſtition 


hbbeihg end Mträunek Eusellehet it them! 91 


Religion; (receſbing it as mot certaiiy true,) f 


There ih 90 Debate ät all "concerning the sig 
mification af theſe Words: 15 We kuow hat Js 
meant by Cruelty. and Merey, by" Temperance and 


p*e eaſily yoderſtood ; they. bars SERA Aae 
R © Foundation in ture and. Reals 
very, 1 IP has the CF of h is Rea- 
pram pro gi 
75 js e vs Power io eraſe it 
he would. 4 I; is true, $113.61 dzug #1 47% WM i 
The Speculations and Reaſorings of Men im- 
"proving, their Undeęrſtendings, may enable them — 
geſcern this Djff erence more. Slearly , the, Reaſons 
Motives and Advantages, of. it: ; Bur, 5 the "Original 
Idea of Right, and Wrong i in Morals, (directly op; 
pore to each other, ) are as natural, and their Opr 
poſition. gs apparent! wo the e Mind 25 18 ah by 
our e external Senſes. 
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lee do the Adyerſarſes of Morley, 4 . 
geg in N Nature, here 1 be to deri irg it's Origin 
from bumga Law, ay if, be ing bredyup 
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bern to be real Wiſdom. - a 


FF bad ſrom dem n 
avi-Nowens efthrſe things: Fos, wot 
Arm ane who! tends; muſt ſee, that the Dif- 
frre me t hen much furthes than the Laws of Men 
(a3: r plaloly diſeern ia Caſcs wheve they have tot 
at all interpoſed, as in thoſe which are exprefaly da- 
4ermined by them, ) ſo he will find: a.neceary Re- 
Gard to it in his on Heart, me to the Conde 
Getstion of human, or, indeed, any poſitive Ap- 
gointments, independeptly on them 4 indeed, that 
be has in himſelf a certain Meaſure of Right 
VWreng, wheteby to examine aod. judge of all In- 

ſtitutions and Ordinances , fo far from having leark 
ned the Notion itſelf wholly fron them. Nor, N 


Is there any Weight'in the Otzection that 2 grear 
many of Mankind, (perhaps whole Nations,) are 
IGNORanT Of what others account important Points 


of Vittue, Fot, (in Ike Manner,) the Generality 
of Men are ignorant of many Propoſitions . from 
which no Man can with-hold his Agent when they 
are ſo propoſed that he can underſtand them; - 80 
that the Reality of Virtue ſtands in this Reſpe&t on 
. the ſune Foot with the moſt certain Truths, And, 
gn Alcho we 44d. (what is true jm FaR/) chat che Bro 
judices of Education, Cuſtom, add Eſpecially falſe 


Religion, may, in ſome Caſes, have corrupted aß 
+ Serm, XIAV. obſcured 


5 5 _Zelihi Diſtinguiſhed from/Superttiion 


8 
2 2 


r 


s Knowledge of Good: * & oe. 
foned Miſtakes concerning them ii yet this c ne. 
voi affect he wious of Morality7 nor geſtroy the 
Agreeablenkſe of it ſo far as it ãs / underſtood , and 
2the . er of the contrary to che human 
; Tleatt. But, did $663.04 25 2330 TE al [is is 


->/Laftly; That che Sentimenti of Men concerning 
-Moral-Good and Evil are not entirely Towing t 
-Tradition, Cuſtom and Eduratlon (a) is evidem 
from their Conſt ancy- and'Uniformity, 717 377" boy 


„5 | that unhappy e of thaletity me * LJ 

perſuade the World ; that R ND Ward tir. 

Toy * ia Ave and tha 
ty at ſe : Fducation an tqte-Policy : 

£ Ne it 110 — to reply ; f It even that bets oen Object. 


ver lee eto anyone 


and N in the World, an Sed cial to Man- 
Kind ia yentrat; and b. vd — Many in patticoldy , U here it's Do- 


bligationy are . 

M olutiog of Heart, as is 
> TREE ſent e hat groundlefs ebe which 
ſopdoleg to be the pütent bf if 10100: 215 45 0 


EDUCATY own,/and and the Porep ag ch, Foto ant grew 
n, they maſt be ſuch as ftrike-in with our corrupt Paſſions 


_ AffeSivus; nnd not (ach as endeavour to reſtrain and controu! them 
| [What idovie aguint Rikture = the (under,) 
Ge, — | 
eo tory OE 
, condemn t 
at Watt y * LIT Ne we ſand upon 
es A ec rk 0 


AL! 2100 ov ink 2075S *T1 


pal 
the ſtron 
eat Writi 


_ * aadihonn to de-real/Mifddh,.. 7 E 


ie ed bane 4 Equadagiop, in; Natore , 
vhich is Fable & alwaxs,caokittent,. all Meg agres; 
(Whergah ln.things,whichiake hei Rife from Feu 
pn Cee or depend on paigulee Ciecum- 
Ranges 6 Rriy ste Views, theig Tradicions and Cu- 
Jom ure variable. Wh 
„Tia wonderful , therefore , that, in fo many Ages as have 
bo Perſons have been L eee ee oF RC RY e 
is to hes Maikind from it's pretended diser). 
ies be (aid, that theys 40ere none bo attempt i, dees it Effort 


75 3 have ori bu I 00 0 frequent, tho 1 * ſucceſalels, 10 
afitmation of Religio "Me 


7 Le id, that were none in jo 
ee CR ar ern pete 
on if whaz they with for, & 2 jars willing to aſe, ifthey 
erer 
Ferrgrs of u Deity could not be Hehe gf, yot gven by the 


Politicians themſelves, who thought they underſtood ll the Arts 
Government as well as any [that we . 2 ? Ifthe princi 


& Religi had been firk introduced 3 State-Policy , the 
W es Gorergors of of the ; World, pro vcly ſhould be likely 
have known ſomething of i it z at kat, 7 much 7 to be rhe 

1 the Anxierles of Conſeitnge, which the defpifing of ſuch Fricke & 
hving in C Oppoſition to them, generally creates : * nd, oa 
the contrary, that, in all Ages, the greateſt of Ven, who Ihe: - 
bing to fear From bumap Power, haye beep 35 much affrighted by . 


T el 7 am 
er 


At the Reaſon of the thing is fuffcient 29.6 conyince 1 us . that N- 
ne was no State-Juggle j-ſo., if ve. le into. the 042 8 
ee eee eee er ye & back 
the ſtronger is our Evidence again this Sugge 
ut Writings, that are in the World, withour 


em. AV. 


3} %*4 


8. ee 


1 
= 
* 
4 


. 3nd Divide:Service? "Kod," If" cheir Notions df 
SHOPS eb ane oralit 


Religini-fioguiG a from'Superſticion 


Wir caß be ied? Mert ca Ae Faſh 
iwhieh obtain in Nations; *cheif Manger & ot Lein 
Toe of Polley; their Laws ad ligten, (ic) 
-the pod Tron Part of it of the Riteh ede 


3 


1e 


2 
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Roa boat Heng 2 em 1) Fenn 
we $crjptures; and, amang theſe, the Book of gc . defer 
counted one of, the earlieſt ;, And yet we may, obſerve.in.it not only 
74 Duties of Religion , which the People then poſſeſſed , 
ae 5e cuſtomary it was to to the Tradition of former 
conceraing theſe Matters : 28, Enquire , 1 paay thee, of the 
racrAge (f Job's Friends,) and pre re thyſelf to the 
ch W of Yeſterday; AZ bing,” 
Bot, what is it for, that be thus appeals to the Obſervation of /e- 
a Ag) Even to evince the bad Conditiva of all, that ure not fin- 
28 their Religion 3 for, * as the Ruſh , (mays be,) wkhout Mire, 
in the Flag et wtf, alike? e Nef Re. z ſo are the 
ths of all that forget God, and the Hypotrite's Hope ſhall periſh,” ' 
From whence it is apparent, that, in the earlieſt Times we can trace, 
Men had the fame Senſe of Religios , and the ſame Notions of God's 
Indignation againſt Impiety, that we NOW bave : And therefore, con- 
ing that no Time or Place enn be aligned , to give any reaſonable 
Groynd for ſuppoling ' that the Firn principles of Religion were any 
human Contrivance, we may, without further Arguments , conclude 8 
that they were from the Beginning. Indeed, Religion is fo congenial 
to Man, that we are not only prompted to it by Cultnin & Education, 
N ſo is that to which we are all carried by a natural Inclination 3 
is the true Realooy why ſoine Religiod or Otber hath ſo unirer= 
ally vailed in all Ages and Places of the World.” Id ine, © 
if Ra Religion had been a Contrivance of fo long i Date, as the De- 
Rhea only Jeni it muſt neceſſarily have been found-out at one 
"Time or other; and, Spratt W out of th 
A 
View? »V3dA Aw. 


reer o EIT 
i . = N 4 , 


0933 


2 
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e hond fee the s A4 Variety in them, and 
Notions of Virtue, might, in on Plates ble 
the Rv of hͥ bon they uuns ae: 
Tbe Things whieb .are/ unjuſt with sont, impurt 
and diſboaeſt: might. with Ornaa be lovely and 
preiße · worth. Whereas, ſo far ate Man ind from 


ſembled Piety, Juſtice, Fidelity, sad Bent ffrence, 
every where appears beautiful, and Mankind Gas 
verſally applaud ĩt : Whilſt the contraty, Pro- 
fineneſo ; Fraud , Pesſidiouſnoſs, Iagtatityde and 
Cruelty; | neee than abomi 


ables + Lil 487 


The Fear of tap? Abtes (confidered as 2 
practical Principle, ) has 4 {neceſſary elation to theſe 
moral Diffrreuces, arid the pro, er immediate Uſe 
ef it in the Coke of Life, is to di rect Men in do- 
ng iu ge ache Evil 0 which evidently 


14938 "SF: it tak. $: 44 . 233 appear 
6; 


(A) For the Honour of Senne iN. it ſhould be 


inever rere vati the Fear of Godin nah veher View, _ ik.” 


ze De- nbly conneliee with the eſeatiat Duties of Motality/ 8 


ar aber Purpoſd thaii eaforciag this.  Whed thi ſacred, W = 


vich Men the Fear of the Lord, thief never e 


Marality. were uber detived from che ae Qed 


' Variableneſs/in their Judgment of theſe thingy; thit . 
a complete - Moral- Character, cohſiſtiag ol undi 


4 


38 | Religion dMtitgu! ſhed fromBipertition 


apſitarvito be'a wit and jut 'Deſign;! moſt worthy 


df intelligent Peings, and-whithiridimpoſſible a 
ni nat toldpprove.c:; Tis rue, 
Religion has beengoſte n mii¹ed with Superſtition; 
& even Chriſtian Conſtitutions, „Kehe ſettled on the 
beſt Foundation, and profvſſing to be'direfted by 
the beſt Rule) have nõt been alibgethet free from 
t. thereby enervstint troc moral Hhiety and Virtue, 
the, ogly.valuable End of Religion. But ſutrly, 
It ig unresſonable, on that Ateduntꝭ to rejrct ard 


Beligion intirely, as iſ there aas mrhν⁰Et in it but 


Superſtition d and to do ſo, ſhewsid raſh; and undiſa 
Hage Judgement, when) the Difference is {6 
apparent; & every, MAH Raa. 1 
attends to its Voice, will lead him to diſcern it. 
Upon the Whole, What can, be „ 
and, becoming intelligent Creagyres, than that, (be- 
18 convinced by Jnoumerable. Inſtances of wiſe 
and good, Deſign. ib the Order, f che World, and 
ſo the Frame of qur own Natures), we ſhould in- 
wardly, ,acknowle vin affectionate Reverence 


the 
$41, Versie 80d 14 . 
r b k 


RA ay , = by Y 


a greateſt Hop- 
| . 2 


n in keeping bis 
iviogJoberly-and-righteoudly.,”- © dy 
and doing an by ſeen g FHN and pur - 
Pau pa only men our q 
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© Job xxvlii. ab. . And unte Mai He fiid, beben 


our 4 from Evil, —— is Ne „* 


4 . iu 1221 20 2. I A ban 


doe 
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2 pd tes raft e 
din the wee rn of Mankind. 25 
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The Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdor ; 3 und & — 
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70 already \ vigdica cos Piety „or the 
of God?" from the Impuration « of Weakneſs 
a in che Principtes'6n which tereſt ſts , and 5 | 
Practice which it preſcribes ; and ſhown that it is 
AMenti MP tear oe nes and not to be, 
accounted. for, by 57 of it's..Cauſes, — Whether 
the Timoorouſneſs of Men's Tempers, or the Weak-' 
ug there Uiderftandings, Thr Fletion, ot 

omary. Traditiog, L ſhall proceed, von bo a00-. 
= Charge brought agaiaſt Religion by it's Ad- 
verſaries , directly oppoſite to the Character given 
of it ip. the T ext, [via] that It is contrary to the 
ME . of Mankind in general, and of every 


Individual in particular. 


Wiſdom 


lent.) and from that Principle to 


| Precogutive and 
ears, the Guide thit leads 63 thro Reror de the propoſed End of 


- N 
—— — OT ny 
. 


and ſhewn to be real Wiſdom. 383 


the One Supreme-Maker and Ruler of all, ( 
proved by his NA &ithtMitidle of his Adminiſ. 

tration, to be perfectly wiſe, righteous and benevo- 
praRiſe the Vir-. 
tues of Joltice and Ehutity cs VI Fellow Crea- 
tures , () The OVligaten With Ke bas deeply 
engraved oa our Heatis „, hema- che. ãadiſpenſible 
Connexion of them with the moſt uni verſal Good of 
all rational Being? —— What Afivity, has Su 
perſtitiq; with this ? Or, oan it pretend to any ſuch 
Evidence for it's Dodtrines , or any fuch Excellence 


= ona pi 
and Ulſcfulad it's Precepts 


of 0 WIE ms „ Ft Fo ** 
Let every Man, d "ial, 
La be not true W ſdom, & Fore hl 


1 a 
* * 3 * 
A 


* 


Hudpineh ; It's Poet td fo dm a Mau, wid thinks 
truly , cannot poſſibly 5 mib 1 (pirate fred 


our Paſions,) as yet hee by the FALL, SE REA 


than inipaired by it; and by which A 
ann irc rer eee 


* 
1 of rains * 3 en 


Ornament of our 
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8 Reaſon is the 
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-Religies «peufeGly, of 5g 


- Wiſdgni, (it is ſaid ) canſiſts ĩa the, purſuictg the 


Ends.of gur Natute and, our. Happinefs, by the beſt 


and moſt. effectuat Methods we can deviſe .. How | 


then, can any Inſtitution be accounted wisx, , which 
teſtrains us in the Uſe of that Liberty, (as certainly 
Religion does in many Inſtances, hand) abridges us 
ſuch, Enjoy ment 80 ene e of , nay 
Frags us to purſue 2 

I hat has been ready aid 0 a chat „ the 
vel of the Lora is Wiſdom,” be true, it tad Hateſy 
de itnafitied that chere is any Forte in this Objec- 
tion: or that Religion, it the whole; ſhovid be real. 
fy hurtful to ut. Some leſſer preſent Iaeonveniences 
may, indeed, attend & wiſe Conſtitution: But, 
conſidering how elearty it is taugfit, ond Alrongly 
enforced by Reaſon, it cannot Be imagined to be 
contrary , in the Main, to our true Happineſs , if 
Wiſdom and Gaodneſs be Manifeſiged i in the Frame 
of our Nature, and the We of our Con- 
dition. But, run iN J 

Not ta reſt the matter ba this 0anzrAL Evidence, 
let us examine it more particularly, and we ſhall 
find that it is ill · grounded: & that ſo ſar from be- 
ing true, there is, on the contrary, a ict Connexion 
between our Duty and our true latereſt; by this, 


i een 


dur Argument will receive g great Addition of Force, | 


Serm. XL. and 


\ 


366 abe deep coil 


| 660 Religion ajpoie reaſonable in every View. As, 
Firſt, It is alledged that Religion lays ſevere Re- 
kraints on Men, forbidding the Gratifieation of their 
NTA Appetites and Paſſions; 1 requiring them to N 
deny themſelvrs, and to mortify thoſe Affection a 
which are the Growth of Natute ; the Tendenc) f 
Whercof is, to ſet them at Varia ce with themſelve . d 
and create a continual 'Uneabitieſs within them. 

„ Now, Ie it, (ſay, chey,) to be thought Wande t 
of Nature, (if he is ſo beneficent as, Reli- t 

Aion repreſencs.him,) has given,ys,Defires, which zt I 1 
the ſame Time, he has not allowed us to gratify, tr 
and even mocked us by placing Fnjoyment within e. 
our Reach, to which we are ſolicitated by . craving & 
2 gael 6 ereRies rick 0 
Pain to ourſelves? 47 8 Li 
| 


To make this WA hs it would be 
neceſfary to prove that the higheſt Felicity of Man 
<onſiſts in the unreſtrained” Gratification of every 
Appetite and Deſire in his Nature ; which is ſo far 
from being true, chat nothing is hore certain than 
the conTrany. e ee e ene 

11 ve Will at all attend to our Cooſtitotion „ve 
muſt be convinced that the Demades of our lower 
Appetites and Paſſions os ofica, interfere, even a- 
mong 


*. 
* « >. 4 
? . 2 o g F'$ „ 
"4+ wx = 


& £4 . * 


witk ch true latereſt of MAU,jꝶO du¼-. 80% 
mog therafelves; i thay it is not in our Power % 
oomply with-every dne of them, not to ada, their 
Oppoſition 0 the hitzher Affections in the immedi- 
ate und due Operation oſ which, and their natural 
Effects; the nobleſt Enjoyment, cooſiſis. The ſot- 
ſaab Inelidations, the Deſire of Wealth. and Hes 
.nour; und the Multitude of Paſſons which: con- 
tinvally excite us ta Actions of differ nt Kinds, (all 
ol chem under proper Regulations uſeful, rending 
io out Safety and the promoting of our Intereſiih 
theſe enn none of them be indulged without Com- 
troul. — They mutt. give place in their Turm to 
each other they muſt. ſometimes. be tetrenchechz 
Governmeat of them, that the Ends & Bulincſs of 
Life may be purſued with Regularity and Succeſs. 

Now, What is the Liberty that Religion re- 
ſtrains, and What art the Gratificavions: it forbids ? ? 

It does not require Men to ot. out, ot to deny 
it all Times, and in every Degree, any one Affec- 
tion which 48 the Gtowrh bf Nature ; it only proht- 
birs the Exotbitances of Paffioh ; and rhar exceſſi ve 
ladulge nee of ſome Appetites, which 7s really hutt- 
Jil to Nature, & tends to imbitter & Morten Life. Ds | 

Are Luxury and Wantonneſe, and the Out-Ruges 1 
bf Alger #hd*Reveng; ſuch gowdly Picalures, and 
Serm. XI. V. high 
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high: Eajbymenis · io a rStondl Beingy chat the Fe ur 
of Gos is to be oeaſured as unſrieduly to human Na- 
iure ot retrenching-thoin 3-whob , indeed, any gie 
whowill allow higiſeif to think culmly, muſt fee 
that theſe Extravagances are tke violeat Symproms 
_ of an unhatural diſtempered Stute neceſlary to by 
removed in Order to a ſound: inuard Conſtitutiom, 
and to the true Enjoymeat ol Life? Add to this, 
+ * The Self- Satisfaction which ariſeh io Minds 
ſrom a Senſe of the Performance of our Duty i vn 
che / Upbraidings. of Conſcience vieh the Neglek 
vr Breach of it muſt occaſion : And thb, by a long 
Cobtſe of' ſtupifying Vire'\ we may Harden our 
{Hearts into an Inſenſibility of cheſe things; yet it 
bs at ſuch Expence of Underſtundihg, and ſtudied 
Impairment of our "Reaſon ;/ nn 080 very re- 
ꝓroachful to intelligent Creature. 
The Precepts of Religion, then which * to 
Self- Government, are no diſhonour to it; they do 
not lay it open to the Charge of uorcaſonable Sever 
Fity, nor the Conduct they preſeribe, to che Impu- 
Kation of Weakneſs and Folly, as; negleRing the 
true er and Happineſs of the human Nature, 
cven ig it's preſent State of Exiſtence, e 
on the other Hand,) Ine bas ns 

t- The Fean of God Ul deſerves che cone 


16 * - . IX awe 


wich che true Intereſt of Mankind. 589 
of Wem for th Reaſon why Solomon ſo often 
celebrates it in his Ptoverds ; {viz} dechuſe it com- 

| '"ibutes's above all things, to the Satisfaction and 
Proſperity of Life ; t Health; Length of Dayv\, 

Riches and Honour, and. eſpecially to an eaſy, con- 
rented; ſeli · approviag Mind. a principal Ingredieat 
of the happy State of every rational Being. (a) 

Aether important Branch of Religion, or *ithe 
Fear of God,“ (for it comprehends the Whole 6f 
Morality,) are the Virtues of the soc lat and nuns- 
vol zur Kind; and they, as well as thoſe which ter- 
minate directly in ourſelves, inftedd of being diſad- 
vantageous, are erhinently ofeful for promoting all 
the Happineſs which we are capable of enjoying in 
thun World. A peaceable Tempery Charity; Fidelity, 
and Juſtice ; are Qualities which procure us ſuch 
Eſteem & Confidence from thoſe who are acquain- 


te Y ted wich bs, as tend greatly to ſecure Life and en- 
. large out Enj6 yments of it. Whetdas, The angry 


and. malevolent Paſſions not only * trouble a Man's 
# own Fleſh,” (i. e) make his own Life uneaſy ; but 
8 2 WY 46404 great Diſorders id the Works ; Iz] Strife 
and Confuſion , Wars and Defolations , with conti- 
nual Dangers, Diſtreſs and Perplexity: 4 


©, ta eee 4, ge dyn drow” 8 
| germ. XIV. * 
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All this is ſo evident, even without any Conſide- 
ration. of the Fear or Awe of God; (which in the 
{greateſt Security of every Virtue,) that an avoid 
Unbeliever, conſiſtently with his 8 miglit 


acknowledge it. (4) Indeed: 
2 Religion being proved, (he) the _ & Exif. 


tence of God, with his adorable Perſections, which 


is the Foundation of all Religion,) all it's Duties, 
as under the immediate Command of 'God „ flow 
Courſe, as moſt rational and beneficial to us, 38 
"defigned for our Good: "To the performance of 
which, therefore, it in all it's Pars, hobever diverfifi- 
ed or extended, the © higheſt f Hap oY of Man muſt 


i! a 71 OED 3 
conſiſt, % I 
rt * 23:5 3&. 2 Wige 4: 4 


3 now 1 Piety 3r&:f in the '$STRIC- 
(TEST 1 or the Sentiments and Affections which 


* 1 1 fen ene „ II 4 (9 Hl Red 5 #5 it 


(1 (abuse ubdita þaye, profeſſed it as chig Opinion, that 


0. is the greateſt Good , of Man, and to bave plaged the higheſt 


ppineſs in Pleaſures of the 3 and moral Kind; Tho Vices of 
the moſt in famous Sort ate ſtill bulled by bis Name, arid were patroni- 
2ec, at leatt, the ſtrangeſt Barriert agaiuſt tbem ve certainly broken · 
doun, by bis Tenets. *. this is a fair Teſtimony from an Atheiſt, 
that Religion, Wer far as it reſtrains our Appetite and Palſions, & con- 
tote thent' within the Boutids of Virtue, uf Temperance, Juſtice and 
lerey, ) is not deſciyedly liable to the Cenſure of Folly or an unres- 
Encroachment on the Rights of human Nature. 


(3) See this proyad particularly in the Diſcourſe on Unbeli, in 
8 ali 


vith ae grue latereſt of Mankind. 491 
i Ampatww, and me ſhall ind that they are che only 


ſolid Equydation ypon which. we can enjoy. 1 
\SaxiafaRtion, and Tranquility of Mied - 


:” Upon the ſlighteſt View we ben tale G Mari, 'df 
dis aatoral'Powers and Affections, and of the Co- 
ion in which he ſtands, it - will abviouſiy, appear, 
chat he is an intelligent weak Being, furniſhed, in- 
ꝛdeed with noble Powers, and which point to high 
Nttimments both in the Way of Underſtanding te 
Pruition, but dependent end frail; 4iable to lacon- 
venieneĩes from -n Metitude of things. about him, 
agimſt»which he has no Defence in himſe ; au well 
as pbſſeſſed of many Enjoyments and Advantages, 
which eannot be attributed to hi own Power and 
 Providenee , more thasa his avoiding Evils and Dan- 
gers Wich all chis, ſo naturally anxious about 
Futurity, that che cannot enjoy himſelf, or any thing 
elſe q at proſent; with ifulh eee eee 5 
— +has-Hope:iconcerning it. 
This, it will be ae Viewiof 
th preſet Se of tie, «ho qty mas hoy 
n . Fo 24:51 „ 2 
Let us dow apply it to the Art ib tous and he 
-WFiDu Scheme, as ſet oguinſt euch. other, that we 
may foe which is dhe wel coniſanable nad d- 
ugeous. Serm. XL. Ne 


— DS — 


* 


I 


592 

(6-The' — ad Ward, nde 
— Part bf it, iu Altea” Wich hte]. 

ligence and Goodabſs; that" we od fIVes; and al 


thiags about us which are capable gf Fein us 
in ao Manner, derive our, and, cheir, Being 25d 
Powers. of every. Kind ſrom aa iafinitely wiſe aud 
good Cauſe, upon which we gad all things depend, 
and which ſtill goveras the Whole irre ſiſtibly, but 
ith the moſt perfe t W. dom and Benevolence, ex- 
- tending its Care and Providence to all, even the 
i minuteſt Affairs of the World. Fromm his, what 
may not be hoped ſor, that is truly de ſiteable to 
rational Nature? There is Ground to expect chat 
every thing will be ordered in the heſt Manner, for 
- the greateſt abſolute Good aud Happineſs of the 
hole intellectual Syſtem; ls not this what a Man 
would really from his Heart, wiſh to be true ? And, 
if he finds it to be fo} muſt it not yield bim ſolid 
Joy, as a Foundation upon which hie can reſt with 
Pleaſure, - upon which he can ſupport his Mind in 
all Events; and ſo, look to Futurity with Comfort: 
hut; (on the other Hand,) the A TMkrsric r 
Scheme ſpreads Horror) a /ConfyGot over the 
whole Face of Nature : 


(a2. Jab ſtoke of Baabe) 25, DhoaLons af Derk- | 


eck wzhour ang Oden and where th Light ib . 
Dunk neſs. ve 4 * wo 0 21 7 TITS 1 


vin d ede eb ask ad. +293 


ii, 1 OutfclrezpainGbe- 
tGigvtiong oo Same) pe ſent or forure pus How 
came, We iaho Boingydiſtidiguiſhed ſrbi mam other 
Ki99sby!pecyliar Pawors & Privileges 1+<FhonAd- 
ſner i hy the FoRTu4TOuL Cogcourſo ofoftnfcleſs 


can we. aſſign, the Good, we enjoy ?, And! how: ſhall 
ithe. Exils we fear , he prevented :I be Anſwertgl 
is Nothing but Chance and Netceſſity. Again, 
Falfue aſk what hall become of us when: wr die? 
Alh the Anſwer, ami all che Hope upon this Hypo- 
ctholis, is, that our Being ſhall be-vrterly extingoiſh- 
ed and ceaſe to be But, > Y153:9inght se aohbulzzs 
Ho are. we ſecured: even of. TR&T? Have we 
not a Chance for aruTure Exiſtence, as well as An- 
pihilation. ? For, if the Event be determined by Ne- 
ceſſity , whp can tell hich of the: vo is ufer 


This Point deſerves tit culat Attehtion of 
Vnbulibvers, Every obe n dhe Hedge that If 
the Feldeiples of Religion be trde cue rning the 
State of Mankind, Both prefenit Stütufe; chat they 
ne all under Trial &, Diſcpline, & 8 to be 
rewarded, or pugiſhed {acgardiog. a their > Works 
15 been good or evil; If theſe Principles be true, 


they are of the greateſt Im 22 and determine 
Sec. MENU e beiwtas nds we (24, "Whax 


Atme vor by a blind, endefigningFacaling, ö 
do we Jive?! How ate we preſerved? Fowhar Cauſe 


n es, /perſeRly: code 


- ahiat:iwaue bägheſh Intereſts”. Surely ; thepeſord, it. 
ei never, be accounted Wiſdom to gun theft,, 
-of inexpreſſihle future Miſery, fot ce Pleuſures 
dere to be enjoyed n a vicious Courle of Life, or 
: and above whar the virtuous Mind is capable of.. 
Au ce Coololation of the Infidel, and that by 
- which only be can pretend to joſtiſſe his Conduct, 
ia, that future Rewards or Puniſhmepts' are only 
polltieal Fictions, and that there 5 uo real Gtound 
to expect them. (a) But, 2036. 3 1409 gan 10 21 
What Aſſurance has he of 45 to malte him ealy 
on a teaſbnable/ FounBarion'? Im « Cauſe of fuch Il © 
-Conſequence'he ſhould have Demonſtration which H 
excludes the Poſſibility oſ u Miſtake; Oy, if the R. 
Subject is not capable of that, at leuſt foch Certainty be 
.as leaves no Room to doubt. But, this can never G 
be attsined. Does there apheat to the human Mind Pr 
uy - in the-ldea'of à future Exiſtence ? * 
1s not the Continuance of our Beiag, in the better = 
Pert of it, & indeed, the ReſurreQion of our Rody, * 
conceivable as the firſt Commencement of 24 gr. 
Feder, it is much more Far e he 


+ Upon the Suppofitiva ; ,t „of a rorunt tp 

Fame che Notioas which 5 

pou? 11 6 ea $15 208. 1 Abe 36 405375 17.2 v0 Un 
üs, 6 Kenn 4 30 8 1 


gf 0 ee in Note (A) page 378, . 


— of Mankind. 396 


ve have. of God, and his. Novideacei and with che 
pagural Defires , and. Hopes and Fears of Rank indt 
and as moſt ſuitable to all our Capacities & Expeo 
tatoseꝭ and tothe general Opinion and Conſent of 
Wite- Men in all Ages; not to mention Holy · Write 
which is every. where eſteemed of infallible Author 
tiy, as being the Word: of the on}y-wiſe and true 
| God, ) we are inexcuſable if we neglect it i it is infl= 
gitely more ſafe , & conſequently more wile to pru- 
ceed upon this reaſonable & generally allowed Prine 
ciple, $0 provide for jt, and act accordingly. ! . 


„Tb argue ügainſt the Juflite of "future Punih. 
Hedts'or their Confiltency with Goddneſs is to ac= 
knowledge a Moral- Syſtem and ruling Righteouſ⸗ 
neſs and Goodneſs in the Univerſe, from which tha 
Generality of Mankind babe thought the higheſt 
Probability ariſes of Recompentes arkzArrzx | 


conſidering the apparently! promiſcubus Adiniail- 
tration AER. Butt: 21111 ni . on if En 35 ll 
tat ddt my "Thtehtida "Gerd ts eſtabliſh that 5.4 
great Prijiciple of Reſigion Fink: am s at, is, t $ 
new that there is no >Mble Security againſt ic 1 

ind we Have no ſufficient E vidence from any Prin- 

eiple ot Fact, which falls within bomän Knowledge 
thavit! er bei And, therefore; All chat au 

Unbeliever can: pretend tc iu is Mück f is Un! 
certainty. Now, Setm. XI. V. The 
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396 © Religion, perfedily confiltent | 


„ The Queſtion” ie, flow böses Willi Tequite 
im to conduct himſelf with eden 0 it upon this 
Suppoſitonm ? Abd herr,, 
Phe Importance of Wat Fabute'” State of Bein 
ſuppoſed vovsrrvL ; is to be taken into Conſide 
tation, and it muſt be allowed do be viky* oxrat. 
For, - What can the Mind think of ſoawful, as thit 
«an: Omniſcienr', ioflnitely powerful arid righteous 
Being, will bring every Work of Man into Judge- 
mem, with every ſecret rhing, wherher it be good 
or evil 2. That Rewitds and Puniſhments will be 

<diftribpted in.exaRt Proportion to the Moral: Ro- 
| Titude, and Viciouſneſs of all. Cale Actiogs? Who 
can comprehend t the Ives of that Judgement, or 

jmagine j in what Manner; a to what Degree, they 
will affect him? *Te muſt be, (as; the Sc tipture re- 
preſents ite) fearful thing to fall ifito-the Hands of 
me living God,“ the Hude f his avenging Juſ- 

3 2 Who, in chis imperſect᷑ State, can form 
| Id t i t and eter- 
72 5 ene da, i hall be the * 

enſe of a ere and L e Religion? 1. 

"If | .thefe Events appear 10 „ 
bur, pol ſible, and there is no. convincing Evidence 
8 |t chem z at the ſame Time, we, know, that if 


wg. . they, have « neceflary Connedtion 
$03 ond ts 457386 | Of? Fol wh 


2 


widh-che erve lavere@t of Mankind . - % 


Anh euer meal Chircfter': and Behaviour, hat In- 
Racace: ſhould a Doubt or Uncertainty, ſo'circum< 
nn Temper and Con- 
aut 2. 0; bonityuldo av +61 bad nov 4, | 

„„ Foie Math in their r- 


uncertaia Daaget to their Lives, their Repuration, 
or worldly 1 which they have it in their Power 


to prevent; and a very eminent, but uncertain: Aid- 
vantage, to be obtained, which however .depends 
on ſame practicable, indeed, not extremely tif 
Hcult.Conditions., — Nom, What would Prudence 
direct chem to do in a Caſe thus fated ꝰ A viſr Mun 
would doubtleſs, for avoiding ſuch an Extreme, 
even tho doubrfull Danger, ſorego u preſetit ſmall 
Gratification, and ſubmit to a ſmall” preſent Incod- 


— _& 46... ove 


his Title to a great” Happineſs, tho it were unter- 
tain , eſpecially if it appeated that the Pains fo be- 
ſtowe d, would not be yay Wade! to his preſent la- 
tereſt. (a) And, 


1; * - 1 


ai Let any Man; jud 
ene (ich 8 5 


the 5 


ie the RY of Virtue, 
F "nal ,) be ſo 
., prejudicial 


; {dais nb Of EEE i 
Co ee eee 
laura ſunt, preſpicers. Serm. XLV. 


.yoral Affairs: let them ſuppoſe a very great, hüt 


venience : He would be at ſome Pains to ſeevte | 


_ Vang Nen they \ als Ray Hs AGE Ly 


EK 
. * 


i398 enges becapashde 


. the-preſent Life] that 


he ought ro riſque an uncertain Proſpect of perfett 
mr N 

All Men find themſelves oblidged to form their 
Schemes of Life upon great Unceftaitities;/and/our 


en eee . 


$ which 
do not amount to any e ee And, if 
-this be the Rule of Conduct in ſome: Caſes, why 
not in all ? Or, can any Reaſon be afſigned why we 
mould not have a Regard: to Futurity; (tho even 
ſuppoſed bous rut, ) beyotd Death, ns well as to 


beet F n within the Limits of the _ 


Liſe? {os dont parbiove,n0) ab gugh lug: 
14 Thus.it enen the reaſboing of ſome = 
_ticks , from the alledged Doubfulneſs of religious 
Principles, (particularly that uconcerning a ſuiure 
S tate, ) to the Purpoſes, of Irreligion, and to; coun- 
. tenance an, immoral, Praftice, is ſalſe & ill-groun- 
ded , & contrary to the Maxims by which, all conſi- 
derate Perſons govern themſelves i in 1 Caſes. 
Their Argument is, that if a State of erriby- 
tion hereafter be undeftain, Men are vadet o vo or 
igation' to act with Regard to N, or to deny the 
elves any Gratification on that Account, Whereas 


the . — —»„— that i 1 
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wigh he es legt of Mankind. df 


i hepaly, Merci, (hieb. is-allchar, cap, hej pre- "0 
kendeg. thars«bring..g9 Poſitiys Evidenes again | 
it. / it he oi wiſe Mon. io provide againſt a do- 

ful, Ranges and phrſur the Meaſures whereby they 

may be ſafe in all Events. 0 vu 21208 


** {have ſaid-nothing: df the Divine Proof of the 
Seripturts in this Argument, add which!cnforcesit 
upon us moſt ĩrreſiſtably i becauſe I w td ſhew the 4 
Rexfonableneſs/of'it upon natural! Principles on'ylʒ 4 
and not from that Revelation which, with Religion | 
Geſelf, the Infidels reject. (A) Upon the Whole, 
Let any Ma judge fo hitnſelf (but let bb I. 
oy confider, and Jvage ſinpertially, the Platter 
being of the laſt Moment 1 whether practicaf Re- 
gion or the Fear of God be contraty to his true 
Intereſt, taking ints the Xctoutit” whatever he 
Anett befminy will! bt pombly wöy afect hiwi 


reer 


1 Hery Pitt and every State ef his Exiſtence or af, 

dos ebe contrary} it de not the” ſureſt and molt fe 3 
Faust Wey to mike Hm ag happy us he is capable = 
ooh of being & to provide for his Safety in ul Events; ; 
my dr. in other Words, ohe ther it be not true and real 

2104 Wiſdom. eee (VIE BN) £4 _\ „ öl 1 

Ol «139 4 1 e 103. : A/ BY 2550 Sur bot del Let 

he ä 


e 
in Proof of the Argument before us, yet we obſerve with Pleaſure tha | 1 
the Declarations of Scripture, on this Head, are perſectiy agreeable to - 
the Reaſon und Truth of Things. and to Experience: They inculcate i 
u ns wierd omempment os 4g -ary . 'H 
« Wildon,“ (the Beginning and Perfect ion of it „) - That to . Fear | 
God and keep bis Commandments is the whole.” Duty, and whole 
Happineſs * of Man z“ but particularly , that it is the ſureſt Way to 
preſent Tranquility, to long Life , Health, Honour and Riches; (fa 
bar as they are truly uſeful,) and that *Godlineſs is profitable unto alt A 
« Things , having the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and that which | | 
6 ig to-come,” | 

See further Arguments, both from Reaſon & Scripture , in Proof 
CR 2 | 
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„ = "Religion, perfefly'ednlittett © 


Let us now confider Men in their 20bt "Capt 
city; as united toge ther in politics Bobies , or civil 
"Aﬀſociations ; "And, It is ptetended that Religion is 
ncoofiſtent with rheit latereſi, indeed, fubverſive & 
their very Foundation. * $43 | Ek, 4 A 11¹. I he enn 


In Anſwer to which we aſſert thut nothing is more 


z vuatrue: For, the Fear of God,“ as it talers - jn the 
ſocial Aﬀections of Men, pot only allous them their 
full Scope and foes: nn but ſtrongly cafortes 
| 3 by „ (Webs athens wh ge 
— Religion is, To 
Lore the land God wich all r Heart, and with 
e all our Soul, and with all our Mind” ang the ſe- 
cond ic le voto, it, [viz], „ Thon ſhalr love, thy 
. * Neighbour as thyſelf,” (i,e).be ready to do good, 
.as far as we have Power and Opportunity, to every 
cne of Mankind ; = never, viplate any of their Rights, 
but do x0 them in all Caſes, as we vould expect or 
deſire they ſnould do ds in like Circumſtances. _ 
Zetween theſe two "there is u per and inſepa- 
rable Connection z ſo that the Profeſſion of the for- 
mer, (* the Love of God.] paſſes ſor nothing, un- 
leſs it produces the other, Riz hteouſneſs » kind Af- 
| ſections. and kind Offices to Men: For, it is cer- 
tain, that the genuine Principles of Piety are not at 
all underſtood, 1 nor have cheir due Influence, if they 


ws © «a *- e's 14G 
* 


are 


i 
am 
— 


L 


with-chi nve Ineseſt of Madkihd. —=Gog 
Ae tem oppliatdl and bring not forth the Eruits 
_ of ſuſt ine Charity. and a peacenhle Diſpoſition. 


This deuhtleſs, is a firm Cement of Society, hol 
Wag u gether by the ſtrongeſt Bonds. of, ſiacerer, 
vndiſſembled Love to Mankiod, & a pious Regard 
tothe Deity: Whereas; | . ©) In enn 
hy the cppoſite Scheme, theſe Obligations are 
mad wid ; every ſingle Man, with them, being 
ednſidered us an uri little Weta by himſelſi, 
unrelated to any Syſtem ; poſſeſſed of Exiſtence 
{however he came by it,) ad Capacity of ſomt 
Em purſue independently on 
any other Being. Generoſmy, univerſal Bene vo- 
tence , publick Affections, Patriotiſm, Sincerity, 
Gratitude ; and efpecially'* the Fear of God,” (the 
principal decurity of them all,) = Theſe are acs 
counted Chimeras, the viſionary Productions of diſs 
tempered Brains, without any real Foundation in 
Nature or the cunning Conrrivance of artful Men. 
-  Phis; ſurely, cannot have a more favourable Aſ- 
pe oa ci Society & Government, than the con- 
trary Ones of Religion. (0 a 
( What is bere ld, is not an unfair inviduous Repreſentation 
of ATHEISTICAL Principles, bowever thocking it may ſeem to be. 
The Men in.that Way of chiak ing apen]y profeis what amounts to it, 


nd from their own Wrighings the following ſeems to be a, juſt Ac- 
* That, 


Serm. N.. oe 08 
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mates pekealy convent a 


25 ele cat Scheme; if ang one couldityrannize 
over all the reſt o Mankind; and thodghoir For! Hin 
Mappineſs, (ie) that ir would give him Pleaſüre, 
There is hething to binder hint, the Refirainrs 6f 
Equity and Conſcience being only imagideryl ov 
The Caſe being ſo, The State of Nature it the 
Korſt cf all States, &. Men found themſelves under 
Neceſſity of getting out of it as faſt as they: could, 
For, what could it produce but perpetual Diſcord 
and Confuſion? Every Man's' Hand, in this: Caſe, 
being ageinſt his Fellow, and hone ſo formidable 48 
thoſe of his own' Species, from whom no Good was 
to be expected unleſs it appeared to be for their 
omn private Advantage ; and all Kinds of Miſchief 
Of Fraud and Cruelty to bę feared; Every Man, in 
this State, having 4 Right to every thing, & againſt 

every Mans being d iſe limited than by the 
Bounds of his Power; having / not only! a Right of 
Self- Defence againſt the Invader of his Property, his 
Liberty or I. ife ʒ but. aby Way of Prevention, to in- 
vade, to oppreſa, to rob, to enſlave, and murder, as 
ſuppoſing the Perſon ſo uſed to be actually his Ene: 
my , who would treat him in the ſame Way if he 


ould t be beforchand with him.” Lee; _ 1 Ki "There 


1 


2 4 The true Sala Liberty, of __ ſt wk inteftrained Li. 
2 75 to do Ei his Inchnstiont prom bir to A0 "without any 7 
Exnflteration bf the Tirireits dr fibpoſ Fricheget or an cher k: I iet 
F * 


. —ͤ— — — — 


er v nothing in- all this ron g/ upon the Prin- 
einten FEE Pnlidering +, which croter iD: this, 
chat every Mag has a Right. io uſo Reaſon and bis 
bis private Abeantgge. Whereas ,.. Religion (curbs 
thels lavage Tempers of Men, and ingrafis, in their 
makes every Man a Friend to his Brother. (a) 494% 
01 


But 


„et $tats of Mankind is generally afprebendes to be bad. 
Misfortugey are lovely compleined of, vckner, Poverty, Papa. 


menty, Injuries , put 25 4 3 
are ſeen and felt,) Infelicities. to which our Condition is liable, & 


thinking, either to the immediare external Qccafions of them, without 
looking any fyrtber ; or to the Appointment of Providence, not with- 


he Earth; is, becauſe there is fo much ickedneſs. 
or” £114 £ nn 1 3 Wi 1644 4ik4 222 „r * 1 r 4 
The ordinary Affiitions of human Life are often the natui 


iid and imme Connexioniw pirticular itances between Tr. 
ligion uad Diftreſs By the Tarerpbbtiod"6f Uivind Provide 6; how 
tity were to be reputed void of the Fear of God; & Shiders bore at 

Serm. XLY 990907 vt alin e the bon to. ape ver 
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— ung Adverſaries Objec< 
tion lies in this, that Religion tetids'ts werken, and 
even to ſubvert ei Governient} by ſetting 0 
private Judgment or Conſcienee as U fuperior T 
bunal in the Brealt of every Subject, which elan 
Right of exaniining the AAS of the higbeßt Hunan 
Authority, and, conſequently, of refulilg Obedi- 
ence ro them, „ hen, e Fe ie 
a7. 


ethers, IDE rene 
Judge after that Mariner, is to judg' 


Ge ome eee 
Hoe ded, the World , which the wiſe God 
diſpenſes among the Individuals of Mankind as he (hes fit , accommo.” 
dating it to the Purpoſes of bis Government in our State of Probationg 
and in this, his Judgments ane vaſearchable , and dis Ways paſt fd 
hag out. However , we may » is gegeral, obſerve that nothing contri- 
butes ſo much tv the public Good of Societies , 2. Religion. When it 
prevails , . Nation ſhall not riſe up, agaiat Nation , neither ſhall they 
Jearn War any more j” - * Men Cell ost ben or deftroy ip that bo 
Pra | when the Knowledge of the Lord tall fill the Barth , us tho, 
aters cover the Ben. 80 that the Lovers of Mankind , who are, 
deſirous of their own Happineſs , have nathing ſo wuch to with & 
to endeavour, as that Piety may flo: iQ among them. Aud for every. 5 
qne of us in particular, the beſt Way to be 4s happy a4. mecap be, even. all 
here , (beſides our Hopes in a future Stute,) is to,amend.the Faults of tbe 
eur Tempers and of our Lives h the.Ryles of Religion x for it will be: BY has be 
found, bad as the W R Year 
of Plealantneſs, and her Paths are Peace.“ 


rich M dvd latareſ of Mankind. = gag 


t&. he-wrongt. ao Whereas „ their Principles veſt 
tha agiy io Spverrign with an abſoluie Supremagy 


but mel. ir 
dee do all it's 
Comends. „ +43 0 ä Auf to 7% 
an ner infift en The abfeck Conteion td Wick 


Ni dubes the whole” of Näfkiüd; (estept t 


Bab 'who have the foprerile Magi tracy in their 
"becauſe the Men we havtto co with in' tfle 


155 


5 at ebate, avow no Feeling of ix, Mo prox 
9 75 abandoned all Senſe of Honour” I Aderry & 
hy: unleſs fo far as" th &y 16 labferient to 


eat Tis, ere bas ee tt * 


te, Fel ſt. But, Arie to 3 3 
i Felge to the Secur esc 


Fic, tho we grant, 3 at 1s Tye that the Pripeiples 


ion eſtabliſn in every, Man a Supremacy t 
— * 1 to that his- Conſcience muſt be the Taft 
remacy « does no nor 


Judge of his AAions, Net this Supr 03> 02 mak 
ma 


1 rn boo lem of 1 bur Ru 22251802 
1 (A/One'Obſervatiqn occurs here very obviouſly, { vin] Thar the 


raiſed by 1 oft Religion are diredtly contradił 
W other, whi e leſs formiduble e 


„ 


14 hs Taue 3 Key N to keep = People in wo tho- 


e ———— But bas the former 25 


has been on 2nd iH id », Ng. thi 
appear to be vines any juſt — Io 


Serm. XIV. 


hor binder 6 Bis: For, the Right of Conte 


_ of God,, ax well, a of every 
Sed that the homey Baeore js capgbly of;. Ho 


; Ira Stead which may be equally dangerous? Moſk 


32 ry Will, Luſt, and Paſſion » all 
1 » which of Right is the 


Som“ iy every View weten ul ef is founded, 


ence, importing not merely « Liberty but an Obii- 
gation to do what is right und fit, is the greateſt 
Security of juſt Obedience to the Powers otdainel 


aps 7 ay Uh 


The Queſtion is, what Advantage will be 
30.che civil Power if Conſcience be diſplaced 
Does the ical Scheme ſubſtitute 


M 


gia 


ly; for it transfers the Supremacy to arbicrs 

is 
pines, Ii. e) Plea- 
ute Ruler in 
uman Heart, and Reaſon is defigned not to c 
i | but to minifter to it l this more frie: 
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